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YE concluded our laft volume with the 
capture of two French fhips of war, the 
Alcide and the Lys, by admiral Bof- 
cawen’s {quadron off Cape Race, in Newfoundland, 
This was, properly fpeaking, the commencement 
of thelaft war; in which, as is well known, Ca- 
. nada, the hiftory of which we are now writing, 
_ was entirely conquered from the French. - It .is 
true,- the operations of this: war were not confined 
to that province, but extended over the whole con- 
tinent; notwithftanding which, we fhall, in this 
place, give a conneéted and uninterrupted hiftory 
_ of it from its firft breaking out, till its conclufion 
by the peace of Paris. - By this means the reader 
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will have before him, a full and compleat view of 
thefe great and memorable tranfactions by which 
fuch mighty and important changes have been 
wrought in the fyftem and policy of the new world: 
whereas, were we to purfue that plan which the 
nature of our work feems to require; were we 
to be guided in our accounts of the warlike oppe- 
rations by the geography of the places, or the 
names of the provinces where they happened, it 
is manifeft, that the narration would be rendered 
broken and obfcure, and would convey neither 
amufement nor inftruétion. 

This war, which fpread afterwards like a devour 
ing flameover every quarter of the globe, fo asina 
manner to threaten the deftruction of the human 
{pecies itfelf, begun, and took its rife, from difputes 
about territory in the immeafurable defarts and wilds 
of North America, regions which never were cul- 
tivated; were always thinly inhabited, and many 
centuries mult of neceffity elapfe before it can be 
faid that they properly deferve the name of either: 
yet thefe very circumftances, I mean the immen- 
fity of the country, its being uncultivated and 
{carcely inhabited, which it might have been 
thought would have kept. ali quarrels about its 
poffeffion at an infinite diftance of time, were the 
very caufes which hurried the conteft on. This 
part of America (befides the Indians, who feem 
to be an inferior race of men, certainly deftitute, 
and, to appearance, incapable of a regular Furo- 
pean civilization) was inhabited, as far as it can be 

faid 
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faid to be fo, by the French and Englihh : the lat- 
ter were in poffeffion of the fea.coaft, the harbours, 
and mouths and banks of the rivers; and fome, 
though a very inconfiderable number, had fettled 
it may be as far as a hundred, or one hundred and 
fifty miles back in the country: the former were 
‘not in pofieffion of any fea-coaft or harbours on the 
continent, properly fo called, but had made fet- 
tlements on the two great rivers Miffiffippi and St. 
‘Laurence, the one running fouth, and the other 
north nearly, their fources being at no great diftance 
from one another, and forming a line almoft pa- 
-rallel to the fea-coaft claimed and inhabited by the 
Englifh.. Here furely was extent of territory fuffi- 
cient for the emigrants of both nations, had they 
been in numbers infinitely greater than they actu- 
ally were, and had they attended folely to the avow- 
ed purpofes of thofe emigrations, to the planting 
and fettling thofe uncultivated waftes and forefts, 
which they either feized as uninhabited, forceably 
took pofieffion of, or fairly purchafed from the 
barbarous natives: it muft have been long before 
their interefts clafhed, or they could have poffibly 
interfered with one another: but there is no fetting 
limits to the reftlefs defires and ambitions of men. | 
_ However, befides this confideration common to 
all the human race, there was another which invol- 
ved thefe two nations in wars and bloodfhed more 
readily perhaps than would have happened to any 
other two nations in the world ; I mean that hoftile 
difpofition which has for many centuries, at leaft 
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ever fince thedays of Edward III. fubfifted between 
the natives of France and England, and which has 
‘broken out into numberlefs wars, attended with a 
greater effufion of blood than in thofe between the 
Greeks and Perfians, the Romans and Carthagt- 
nians, wherein the empire of ‘the world was difpu- 
ted and determined. The French and Englih car- 
rying their hereditary animofity with them from 
Furope, it frequently occafioned the commiffion 
‘of open acts ‘of violence in the hew world, when 
their tefpective ftates were at peace in the old one. 
Thus the feeds of a ‘bloody ‘conteft betwéen the 
two nations in America were fown With the very 
firft fettlement of both in it; which has at Jaft hap- 
‘pily ended for both in the extirpation of one of them 
from that country. This event was haftened 
rather than delayed by the immenfity of ‘the terri- 
tory for which they were difputing: for this natu- 
‘rally prevented any boundaries being amicably fixed 
‘between them from the firft; and when once difputes 
had begun upon this point, ‘and national honour, 
or private ihtereft, came'to be concerned, ‘or which 
is the fame thing, were'thought to be fo, it was 
perhaps impracticable‘ever after. ‘Befides the in- 
‘definite, and indeed ridiculous and extravagant 
charters, or grants of land, made by the fovereigns 
‘of both kingdoms to their refpective fubjects, ne- 
ceffarily made both look upon‘each other as mutual 
encroachers. hefe are the general principles 
~which rendered an American'war inevitable, one 
time or other, between the two nations ; ‘and here 
| follow 
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follow the particular facts and circumftances which 
hurried on that which we are now to treat of. 

The. hafty and ill-digefted treaty of Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle had finally determined none of the points in 
difpute between Great-Britain, on the one hand, 
and the crowns of France and Spain on the other ; 
particularly the boundaries of Acadia, or Nova 
Scotia, which had long been a bone of contention 
between England and France ; and the property of 
the four neutral iflands in the Weft Indies, St. 
* Lucia, St. Vincent, Tobago, and Dominica, were 
left to be fettled by the uncertain method of com- 
miffaries, wherein it is eafy for either party by chi- 
chanery, by multiplying memorials, anfwers, and 
replies, to protract the decifion to an unlimited 
time. . Before the commiffaries were appointed on 
either fide, or met for that purpofe, and very foon 
after the conclufion of the peace, the government 
of Great Britain had eftablifhed a colony in Nova 
Scotia, and built the town of Halifax on the bay of 
Chebuéto, where there is one of the fineft harbours 
in the world. The only regular. fettlement which 
before this time the Englith poffefled in this pro-. 
vince, was at Annapolis Royal, called, when in 
the hands of the French, Port Royale, where, ever 
fince the peace of Utrecht, they had maintained a 
_fmali garrifon, The reft of the province was inha- 
bited by thofe called French neutrals, who though 
by treaty they might rather be deemed fubjects of 
the Britith crown, yet ftill retained all the paffions 
and affections of their. anceftors, and the people 
7 | B 3 whofe 
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whofe language they fpoke, and whofe manners and 
cuftoms were familiar tothem. Accordingly upon 
every difpute or mifunderftanding between the 
two crowns, thefe colonifts were extremely 
alert in harraffing the Britifh fettlers, and inciting 
the Indians to difturb them by their ufual method 
of carrying on war by fudden incurfions, ambuf- 
cades, and fcalping parties. The court of France 
could not decently take open offence at this new 
colony eftablifhed on the bay Chebuéto, for it was 
undoubtedly in that part of Acadia which they 
themfelves never difputed being Britifh property. 
This fettlement, however, being from the -firtt 
powerful and formidable, having met with extra- 
ordinary encouragement from the Britifh legiflature 
and government, gave great umbrage to the difaf- 
fected neutrals, who failed not to renew their ufual 
practices, and to diftrefs and harrafs the infant co- 
lony ali in their power, with the intention, no doubr, 
of forcing them to abandon their project. 

Much about the fame time the French; in direct 
contradiction to the moft exprefs treaties, had at- 
tempted an eftablifhment upon Tobago, one of 
the neutral iflands) Mr. Grenville, governor of 
Barbadoes, having received intelligence of this 
matter, difpatched captain Tyrrel, in one of his 
majefty’s frigates, to enquire into the particulars ; 
and that officer found above three hundred men al- 
ready landed, two batteries erected, and two fhips 
of war lying before them to protect the new fettle- 
ment, who had befides received promifes of an im- 
es: mediate 
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mediate reinforcement from the marquis de Cay- 
lus, governor of Martinico, who had publifhed an 
ordonnance authorizing the fubje€ts of the French 
king to fettle the ifland of Tobago, with affurances, 
that he would defend them from the attempts of all 
who fhould prefume to oppofe their undertaking. 
This part of the proclamation was in anfwer to one 
iffued forth by the governor of Barbadoes, and 
affixed in different parts of the ifland, commanding 
all the inhabitants to remove in thirty days under 
pain of military execution. 

Captain Tyrrel, with a fpirit becoming a com- 
mander in the Britifh navy, immediately on his ar- 
rival gave the French officers to underftand, ‘that 
their mafter had no right to fettle the ifland which 
had been declared neutral by treaties ; and that, if 
they would not voluntarily defift, he fhould. be 
ebliged to employ force to compel them, and 
drive them off. Night coming on, and Mr. Tyr- 
rel’s fhip falling to leeward, the two French com- 
manders feized that opportunity of making the 
beit of their way to Martinico, and the Englih cap- 
tain returned next day to RAP aeote> having no 
power to commit hoitilities, 

Accounts of this affair, together with a copy of 
theFrench governor’s ordonnance,being tran{mitted 
to the court of London, acourier was immediately 
difpatched to the Englifh envoy at Paris, with di- 
rections to make reprefentations to the court of 
Verfailles on this fubjeét. The French miniftry, 
fenfible of their weaknefs, and of the imprudence 
7 B4 of 
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of hazarding an immediate rupture, and being in- 
formed how much the merchants and people of 
Great Britain were alarmed. and irritated at their 
attempts to poffefs thefe iflands, thought proper to 
difown the proceedings of the governor of Marti- 
nico, and gave the fatisfaction required, by fend- 
ing him orders to difcontinue the fettlement, and 
evacuate the ifland of Tobago. 

This bufinefs, together with the tranfactions in 
Nova Scotia, naturally brought on the meetings 
and conferences of commiffaries, to fettle the 
matters in difpute. Thefe were held at Paris, 
but, as might be forefeen, were productive of no 
decifion. On the contrary, memorials were heap- 
ed on memorials, till they amounted to immenfe 
volumes, and rendered the fubject of altercation 
more doubtful and perplexed than ever. The fol- 
lowing is the account which a celebrated modern 
hiftorian gives of this tranfaétion: ‘* The objec 
that now employed the attention of the Britifh mi- 
niftry, was the eftablifhment of the precife limits 
of Acadia, or Nova Scotia, where the new colony 
had fuffered great mifchief and interruption from 
the incurfions of the Indians, excited to thefe out- 
rages by the fubjeéts and emiffaries of France, 
Commiffaries were appointed by both crowns to 
meet at Paris, and compromife thefe difputes ; but 
the conferences were rendered abortive by every 
art of cavilling, chicanery, and procraftination, 
which the French commiffioners oppofed to the 
juftice and perfpicuity of the Englifh claims. They 

not 
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not only mifinterpreted treaties, though expreffed 
with the utmott precifion, and perplexed the whole 
with difficulties and matter foreign to the fubject, 
but they carried the fineffe of perfidy fo far, as to 
produce falfe charts and maps of the country, in- 
which the rivers and boundaries were mifplaced 
and mifreprefented *.” Every reader of candor 
and reflection cannot but fufpect this view of the 
matter of prejudice and partiality. Hada French 
author given the fame account of the behaviour of 
the Englifh commiffioners, it isnot improbable, that 
after a moft careful perufal of all the proofs and 
memorials on both fides, he fhould be doubtful on 
which fide juftice lay. And indeed this feems un- 
avoidable from the nature of the thing in difpute, 
which was a vaft extent of country claimed by each 
nation, founded on grants and charters of their re- 
fpective fovereigns, who at the very time they 
expedited thofe charters, were totally ignorant of 
the extent and boundaries of that very country they 
were thus granting away. Hence it was impoffible 
that thofe charters, and furely both fovereigns had 
equal right to grantthem, fhould not frequently clafh 
and interfere, and be inconfiftent with one another. 
And while both parties referred to them, reafoned 
from them, and reckoned them of equal force and 
validity, an amicable decifion was impracticable. 
But in all probability, neither this, nor the dif- 
putes about the neutral iflands, would have been 


* Smollett’s Continuation, vol. I. p. 84,85. 
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produtive of national hoftilities, had not diffe- 
rences, proceeding from fimilar cau/es, arifen a- 
bout matters deemed of infinitely greater impor- 
tance. As we obferved before, the Englifh were 
poffeffed of the fea-coafts, and the French had fet- 
tled along the banks of the two rivers St. Laurence 
and Mimifippi. . The Englifh territory being di- 
vided into feveral diftinét and independant pro- 
vinces, many difputes had arifen between the con- 
tiguous ones about their refpective boundaries, 
owing to the vaguenefs and want of precifion in 
their charters. When fuch things happened be- 
tween fubjeCts of the fame parent flate, it is 
no wonder that the like caufes co- operating, they 
fhould fpring up, and end at laft in violence be- 
tween two nations naturally hoftile, and enemies 
to one another. We cannot but be very muchin 
the dark with refpect to the circumftances and ex- 
tent of the grants of territory made by the French 
king to his fubjects; but in all probability, fome 
of them were as inconfiftent and extravagant, as 


truth and candor oblige us to confefs thofe of our 
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own fovereign were, refpecting at leaft Virginia 
and the two Carolinas. The charters by which 
thofe countries were granted to the original pro- 
prietors, befides great part of Florida, and St. 
Auguftine, long poffefled and garrifoned by the 
Spaniards, comprehended all the country of Ame- 
rica lying between certain latitudes, and extending 
in longitude from the Atlantic-ocean to the great 
South-fea; in which tract muft of neceffity be in- 

cluded, 
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cluded, not only all the French fettlements on the 
MiffiGippi, but the greateft part of New Mexico, 
poffefied by the Spaniards long before thefe charters 
were heard. Hence it 1s obvious, we are neither 
to feek for the caufes of the quarrel, nor to form 
our notions of the juftice, or injuftice of either fide, 
from any claims founded on theie grants, or infe- 
rences drawn from them; but all this muft depend 
on other and more eftablifhed principles. And 
confidering the matter in the real and only point of 
view it ought to be vieweded in, we hefitate not, 
without departing from our avowed impartiality, 
to maintain that the French had long been infpired 
with intentions of making hoftile encroachments 
upon the Englith colonifts, and that they were in 

the laft war particularly the original agerefiors. 
When any members of a civilized people leave 
their native land to fettle in a wafte uncultivated 
country, the natural employment of thefe emi- 
grants muft be agriculture, and a confined fort of a 
commerce. To do juftice to the Englith cclo- 
nifts, it muft be confeffed, they have never, but 
when driven by force, varied from that line of ac- 
tion. It has been quite otherwife with the French: 
almoft entirely neglecting commerce, looking upon 
agriculture as only a fecondary confideration, their 
main politics have been rather to conquer and fub- 
due, than to plant and fettle; and, inftead of mer- 
cantile factories, they have ereéted military forts. 
It is from this different genius and bent of the two 
nations, manifefted by the uniform feries of their 
conduct 
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conduct purfued for ages, and not from a few 
particular accidents, nor from flimzy reafoning on 
the meaning of terms and the extent of bounda- 
ries, and the running of imaginary lines in vague 
and indefinite charters, which undoubtedly would 
never furnith an object of difpute, unlefs people 
were predifpofed to quarrel, and only wanted a 
pretence for proceeding to hoftilities, that we are to 
form our judgments of the jultice or injuftice of 
either fide, in the commencement of the laft war, 
This is a new point of view.in which we have fet 
this important object ; and we are perfuaded it will 
be found confonant to truth’and reafon, and that it 
does ample juftice to the moderation and pacific 
difpofitions of our countrymen. It is certain, that 
the main objec of the Englifh was planting and 
agriculture ; and that they never removed from 
the fea-coafts, and fettled up the country, but when 
they were ftraitened for room in the places which 
they originally occupied. They made no fettle- 
ments, and built no forts, at a diftance from the 
capitals of their refpective colonies ; and which, 
confequently, could not be maintained and fup- 
ported, by the natural intercourfe of human affairs, 
in fuch remote eftablifhments. When fuch was 
their invariable practice, it was impoffible that they 
could ever be juftly charged with making hoftile 
invafions and encroachments on their neighbours 
the French; and had the conduét of the latter been 
directed by the fame motives, many centuries mutt 
have elapfed before the two nations could have 

been, 
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been, properly {peaking, neighbours to one ano- 
ther, in thofe almoft unbounded territories. But 
their principles and conduct were quite the reverfe : 
actuated by the fame principles in the new world 
which had fo long, and fo fatally, diftinguithed that 
people in Europe, they have made military efta- 
-blifhments, and erected fortifications, at an im- 
menfe diftance from one another, and from their two 
capitals, and in fituations where they cannot be even 
kept up but by unnatural exertions, both of power . 
‘and politics, and where. they could never ferve any 
‘good purpofe of commerce, far lefs of cultivation 
and agriculture. Beholding, with the jealous and 
‘envious eyes of a rival, the flow, but fure, advance 
and progrefs of the Britifh colonies in population, 
‘commerce, and cultivation ; ‘mortally dreading the 
increafe of a power, which muft be the more con- 
firmed and ftable, becaufeit employed no-unnatu- . 
‘ralor iniquitous means for that purpofe, they have 
long determined on méafures to {top the further 
growth of the Britifh fettlements, unavoidable be- 
caufe natural, if left to themfelves, and to confine 
them within narrow limits, within afew leagues of 
the fea-coaft. With this ambitious view, they had 
connected their two colonies of Canada and Loui- 
fiana, by a chain of forts from Quebec to New- 
Orleans. This, though it could have ferved no 
purpofe of colonization, might have been defenfi- 
ble had they reftricted themfelves, in thefe military 
-eftablifhments, to the banks of the two great rivers, 
or their ‘neighbourhood: but not contented with 
this, 
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this, they made military fettlements fo very near 
the Englifh frontier, which had been planted by a 
natural and regular progrefs, and, what is {till 
more convincing, at fo great a diftance from any of 
their owa colonies, with fuch vaft traéts of land, 
either defert or inhabited by hoftile favages, lying 
between them, that a bare infpection of the map is 
fuficient to demonftrate that it could only be done 
with a hoftile intention, and a view of making en- 
croachments. The moft palpable inftance they 
gave of fuch defigns was the building of Fort Fre- 
derick, called by us Crown Point, upon Lake 
Champlain, at a great diftance from Montreal, the 
neareft of their own eftablifhments, and within the 
territories of the Indians called Mohawks, acknow- 
ledged, by treaty, to be friends and allies, and under 
the’ protection of the Englifh. This they effected 
in the year 1716, and though complained of at the 
time, no notice was taken of it by the Britifh court; 
and amongft many other articles, perhaps of 
greater importance, it was utterly forgotten, and 
confequently left undecided at the pacification of 
Aix-la-Chapelle. In fhort, from the whole ten- 
dency of the French conduct it appears almoft in- 
difputable, that they had fixed their hearts on pof- 
-feffing themfelves of one of the Englifh harbours 
on the Atlantic-ocean, envying their rivals, no 
doubt, the mighty advantages they reaped, in the 
way of navigation and commerce, from the moft 
extenfive fea-coaft in their hands, and regretting 
their own ‘unfortunate fituation with refpect to 

thefe 
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thefe articles, having no other maritime commu- 
nication for the immenfe territories which they 
claimed as their own, but the mouths of tworivers, 
the navigation in neither’ of which was convenient. 
To conclude, a very fuperficial reflection on the 
different foundations of the French and Britith co- 
-lonies, and the different temper and character of 
the inhabitants, will enable any impartial man, 
without the leaft hefitation, without having recourle 
to partial reprefentations of inion fequeheial; and, 

at beft, doubtful facts, and without lending ear to 
vulgar prejudices, equally forcible on both fides, 
to determine the important queftion, who were the 
agereffors in the lait war. The Britith colonies 
were bounded by fober, regular, progreffive cul- 
tivation; the French by wild, irregular, uncon- 
nected enterprize. The Britifh colonifis were peace- 
able farmers and-traders ; and the French, if they 
deferve that name, turbulent freebooters and ad. 

venturers. 

A difpute about fettling, or rather trading. on 
the Ohio, one of the fineft rivers in Pucieiiea and 
- watering one of the fruitfuleft countries, and one 
of the moft falubrious climates in the world, gave 
the firft occafion to regular and national hoftilities ; 
and thefe, in a due progrefs of things, brought on 
a formal war between the two ftates. To enquire 
in ‘this place who were the agereffors, or who had 
juftice on their fide in this quarrel, attended with 
fuch memorable confequences, would be, after 
what has been above faid, fuperfluous. It is ridi- 
| | culous 
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culous to think of deciding it by arguments drawti 
from grants and charters, for no doubt both par- 
ties could produce vouchers of that nature from 
their refpective fovereigns, and perhaps from the 
Indians themfelves, equally pointed and explicit, 
to appearance of equal validity, and therefore of 
no validity atall. The only confideration by which 
we can form any judgment, is the fituation and geo- 
graphy of the country in difpute; and from its 
eafy communication with the Englifh provinces of 
~ Penfilvania and Virginia, at leaft infinitely eafier 
than with any of the French fettlements which de- 
ferved the name, we are well warranted to infer; 
that the project of the Englifh was the project of 
fober policy and traffic; and that the French, pre+ 
tending to interfere and difturb them in it, were 
influenced by unruly ambition and wild adventure. 
 Befides, this fettlement was no new project of the 
Englith ; fo long ago as the year 1716, Mr. Spotf- 
wood, governor of Virginia, finding the Outa- 
wais, now called the Twightees, extremely well 
difpofed towards the Englifh, formed the fcheme 
of purchafing fome of their lands upon this river, 


_ , andopening a trade with them: but the French 


being at this time full fraught with their vaft and 
vifionary fchemes about the Miffifippi, and there 
being, at the fame time, an excellent good intelli- 
gence between the two courts, this project was difs 
countenanced. After the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle 
it was renewed.; but the moft prudent article in it 
was neglected, that of conciliating the natives, by 

making 
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making agreements with them for the purchafes 
of their lands. Some merchants of Maryland and 
Virginia, forefeeing the great advantages refulting 
from the cultivation of this fine country, and an 
exclufive commerce with the natives, on prefenting 
@ petition to the government, were indulged not 
only with a moft extenfive grant of thefe lands, but 
likewife with an exclufive privilege of trade. They 
forthwith fent a furveyor to take plans of the coun- 
try, as far as the Falls of the Ohio, The na- 
tives, though pacific in their difpofition, were a- 
larmed at this ftep; and this their jealoufy was in- 
flamed by the French, who reprefented the conduct 
of the Englifh in the moft invidious colours. Be- 
fides, this great acquifition of territory, and pro- 
{pect of an exclufive monopoly, failed not to give 
umbrage to fome of their own countrymen, who 
would find their interefts hurt by it. he feparate 
traders of Virginia and Maryland co-operated with 
the French, in infaming and keeping up the ani- 
mofity of the Indians. Not contented with this, 
the French continued to ftrengthen themfelves, by 
building fortifications at Niagara and Lake Erie, 
inhabited by Indians, if not fubjects, at leaft allies to 
Great-Britain, as alfo on the Ohio itlelfii Mr. Ham- 
‘ilton, then governor of Penfylvania, laid thefe pro- 
ceedings before the affembly of that province ; and 
propofed erecting truck-houfes, inthe nature of {mall 
fortrefles, on the Ohio, for the protection of the Bri- 
tifh traders there. This propofal was approved of, in 
general, by the affembly ; but diverfity of interefts, 
BE. El. C and 
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and other difficulties which were ftarted, prevented 
the execution of it; while the French were pro- 
ceeding in fuch a manner as to become every day 
more and more powerful and formidable. Mr. 
Dinwiddie alfo, governor of Virginia, was extreme- 
ly attentive to thefe operations, and tran{mitted 
home fuch fpirited reprefentations upon them, as 
failed not to give the alarm to the Britifh govern- 
ment. Refolved to omit nothing within the {phere 
of his power, he fent major Wathington, with a 
letter, to the French commandant of a fort on the 
river au Beuf, which falls into the Ohio, complain- 
ing of the encroachment, and requiring him to eva- 
cuate that place, as it was within the Britifh territo- 
ry. The French officer returned for anfwer, it muft 
be confeffed, with great propriety, that as it was 
not his bufinefs to examine into the property of the 
Jands in difpute, it could not be expected he fhould 
quit his poft, but that he would tranfimit the gover- 
nor of Virginia’s letter. to the governor-general of 
Canada. Mr. Dinwiddie, feeing nothing was to be 
expected by the way of amicable negociation, pro- 
jected the building a fort near the forks of the river, 
as a bridleon the French: the colony undertook to 
‘defray the expence, and the materials were actually 
‘provided, and tran{ported to the fpot; but no 
meafures being previoufly taken to obtain the con- 
fent and good-will of the natives, this attempt 

ferved further to exa{perate them, 
While matters in Virginia were thus, by degrees, 
ripening into an open rupture, hoftilities, though 
not 
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not, properly fpeaking, national ones, were actually 
commenced in Nova-Scotia. Halifax had been no 
fooner built, than the French privately ftirred up 
the Indians againft the Englith, whom, agreeable 
to their bar barons manner of carrying on war, 
they took every opportunity to waylay and fur- 
prize. Many they fcalped and murdered, and thofe 
whom they took prifoners they fold, for arms and 
ammunition, to the French; who, on being quef- 
tioned for this practice, pretended they entered 
into it with favourable views to the Englifh cap- 
tives, who would otherwife be tortured and put to 
death, after their manner, by the Indians : but the 
difingenuity of this excufe was manifeft, from more 
confiderations than one. In the firft place, they 
exacted exorbitant ranfoms for the liberty of thofe 
whom they had thus pretended to have faved from 
a worfe fate than flavery: in the next place, it was. 
certain, that the {€alping patties of the Indians who 
made thefe prifoners were headed by Frenchmen, 
and under their guidance; and, when repeated 
complaints, on this account, were made to the go- 
vernor of Louifbourg, his conftant reply was, that 
his jurifdiétion did not extend over the Indians, and 
indeed as little over thofe Frenchmen who were 
their conduétors, who being inhabitants of the di- 
{trict of Annapolis, and having thought proper to 
remain there after that country had been ceded to 
the Englifh, were, in reality, to be deemed fubjects of 
Great-Britain. The futility and evafive intent of this 
ghee were very foon made evident in the fequel. 
gee | In 


20 BRITISH EMPIRE 


In the fpring of the year 1750, eéneral ‘Corn 
wallis, governor of Halifax, fent major Lawrence,. 
at the head of a {mall party, to reduce thofe French 
inhabitants of Annapolis, whofe practices, and even’ 
whofe fubjection to France, had been thus dif- 
claimed by the governor of Louifbourg, to good 
order and obedience. At the major’s approach, 
they reduced their houfes to afhes, forfook their pof- 
feffions, and threw themfelves under the protection 
of M. la Corne, whom, even while the confer- 
ences for afcertaining the limits of Nova-Scotia 
were carrying on at Paris, the governor of Canada 
had detached witha party of regular troops, and a 
body of militia, to fortify a poft on the bay of 
Chiconedto, the pofteffion of which not only fecured 
to the Indians of the continent a free paflage into 
the peninfula on which Halifax ftands, and a fafe 
retreat in cafe of being purfued, but alfo encouraged 
the French inhabitants of Annapolis to break out 
into open rebellion againft the Englifh government. 
In fact, thefe fugitives were received by La Corne 
with all cordiality, who, by means of this rein- 
forcement, faw himfelf at the head of fifteen hun- 
dred men, well appointed, with arms and ammu- 
nition. Major Lawrence, finding himfelf unable. 
to face a body fo greatly fuperior to his fmall de- 
tachment, and, at the fame time, having no orders 
to ufe forcible meafures againft any but the Indi- 
ans, and their open abettors, thought proper to de- 
mand a conference with the French commander. 
This being granted, he defired to know for what 


reafon 
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seafon the French inhabitants of Nova-Scotia had 
thrown off their allegiance to Great-Britain, and 
broken that neutrality which they had fworn to, 
and hitherto affected to profefs? La Corne took no 
notice of this requifition ; but contented himfelf 
with informing the major,in general terms, that he 
_had orders to defend his prefent poft, and thefe 
orders he was refolved toobey. Mr. Lawrence, it 
may be prefumed, not extremely well fatisfied with 
the contemptuous filence obferved. with refpect to 
his principal demand, returned to Halifax, without 
being able to accomplifh the main end of his expe- 
dition. No-fooner was his retreat known, than the 
French neutrals (fo they were ftill called) returned 
to their habitations, which they had deferted ; and 

together with the Indians, renewed their incurfions 
upon the Englith territories, and made depredations 
on the inhabitants of Halifax, and their neighbour- 
ing fettlements. Juftly incenfed at thefe outrageous 
hoftilities, and convinced, from repeated experi- 
ence, that the French inhabitants were irreconcile- 
able enemies to the Englith name and government, 
that they would neither fubmit quietly to it them- 
felves, nor fuffer others to enjoy it with tranquillity, 
the Englith governor of Nova-Scotia now took a 
final refolution of extirpating them from a country 
which, on account of their turbulence and treachery, 
they deferved not to poffefs. Major Lawrence, 
with a thoufand men, was tranfported by fea to 
Chiconecto, where he found the French and Indians 
intrenched, and refolved to oppofe his landing. 

This, however, | he effected with afew companies ; 
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and, after receiving and returning a fmart fire, 
rufhed into their intrenchments, from which he 
drove them in the utmoft confufion, having killed 
and wounded a confiderable number of their men. 
They fled acrofs a river, by which means they faved 
themfelves from further purfuit ; for, on the oppo- 
pofite banks ftood La Corne, at the head of 
a body of regular troops, who were drawn up 
in order of battle, and received the fugitives 
as friends and dependants. Before this time, he 
had erected a fort, called Beau Sejour ; and now 
the Englith built one likewife, on the other fide 
of the river, named, from its founder, St. Law- 
rence. This, though intended to reprefs the in- 
curfions of the French, and their barbarous allies 
the Indians, was far from effectually anfwering the 
purpofe. The latter, being always fupplied with 
canoes, arms, and ammunition, from the French, 
found means, in fpite of the check of this fort, in 
which a pretty numerous garrifon was left, to make 
feveral incurfions into the interior parts of the pe- 
ninfula; in one of which, they furprized the little 
town of Dartmouth, oppofite to Halifax, and mur- 
dered, fcalped, and carried off prifoners, the great- 
eft part of the inhabicants. The French, ianider 
La Corne, continued to ftrengthen themfelves on 
the neck of the peninfula, by fortifying two addi- 
tional pofts; one diftinguifhed by the name of 
_ Baye Verte, and another at tthe entrance of St. John’ S 
~ yiver, on the north fide of Fundy Bay. 

Reprefentations of thefe outrages and encroach- 
ments being tranfmitted home to England, the earl 


of 
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ef Albemarle, the Britifh ambaffador, prefented a 
memorial to the French court, complaining of 
them, and demanding fatisfaction for them; and, 
particularly, that the fubjects of Great- Britain who 
had been made prifoners fhould be fet at liberty, 
and the loffes they had fuftained made up to them ; 
that exemplary punifhment fhould be inflicted on 
the perfons who had committed thefe outrages on 
them; that the fort of Niagara fhould be imme-. 
diately razed ; and, laftly, that pofitive orders. 
fhould be fent to De la Jonquiere, the French com-, 
mander in America, to defift from violence againft 
the Britifh fubjeéts in that country. The French 
court, not being yet fufficiently prepared for an 
open rupture, thought proper to return an anfwer, 
which might, at leaft, ferve to amufe for a while. 
They fet at liberty fix Englifamen, who had 
been fent prifoners from America to France: this 
they did immediately, and alfo promifed to fend 
their governor-general of Canada the moft ex- 
prefs orders to prevent all caufes of complaint for 
the future. But if any fuch orders were publick- 
ly fent, it is moft probable they were contradict- 
ed by private inftructions: for De la Jonquiere 
paid no regard to them, but continued to encou- 
rage the Indians, and permit the French to harrafs 
the Englifh, both on the Ohio and in Nova- 
Scotia ; as alfo to compleat their chain of forts to 
the fouthward, in order to effectuate their wild 
ambitious fcheme of uniting their two colonies, and 
confining the Englifh within narrow limits, the fea 
on one fide, and their encroachments on the other. 
C4 The 
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The Englith fuffered'the moft alarming and im- 
portant violences on the Ohio, and there the firft 
regular hoftilities, having the fanétion of legal au- 
thority on both fides, were committed: for the 
Britifh government, juftly irritated at thefe mani- 
feft evafions of the moft folemn promifes, and at 
proceedings as hoftile as they were treacherous, at 
Jength difpatched orders to all the governors of the 
colonies not only to ftand on their defence, but 
forcibly to drive the French from their fettlements 
on the Ohio, Much about the fame time, a poli- 
tical confederacy, for their mutual defence, was 
ftrongly recommended to them all; and the go- 
vernor of New-York was directed to confer with 
the chiefs of the Six. Nations, called by the 
French the Iroquoife, and to endeavour, by means 
of valuable prefents, and promifes of more, to 
wean them from the French intereft, into which 
they had been artfully allured by that intriguing: 
people, and attach them to their former friends and 
allies, the Enelihh. But neither of thefe fchemes 
was attended with the wifhed for fuccefs, at leaft for 
the prefent: the different views and interefts of 
the colonies, both religious and political, prevented 
the one; and tho’ the Indians, indeed, came to the 
conference at Albany, and received the prefents, 
as ufual, yet they, backward and indifferent, pro- 
mifed but little, and did ftill lefs. 

While the Englifh were only deliberating, and 
that perhaps with no great unanimity, about ex- 


ecuting the orders they had received, the French 
| exe- 
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executed theirs, and proceeded to action, with 
great vigour and alacrity.. They furprized Logs- 
town, afort built by the Virginians on the Ohio: 
they made themfelves mafters of the block- houfe 
and truck-houfe adjacent to it, where they found 
{kins and other commodities, to the value of 
twenty thoufand pounds, which they were not 
contented with plundering, but alfo murdered 
all the Britifh traders, except two, who found 
means to efcape: at the fame time, M. de Contre- 
coeur proceeded, in three hundred canoes, from a 
fort called Venungo, which they had built on the 
banks of the Ohio, with a thoufand men, and eigh- 
teen pieces of cannon, and, arriving at the conflu- 
ence of the Monangahela with that river, reduced, 
by furprize, a confid fcable fort, which the province 
of Virginia had there erected. Thefe hoftilities 
were followed by feveral other fkirmifhes between 
the people of the two nations, which were fought — 
with various fuccefs. | 
_ Atlaft, a moft important expedition was under- | 
~ taken by the government of Virginia. Major 
Wathington, of whom mention has been made be-. 
fore, was difpatched from thence, at the head of a 
body of four hundred men, to check the hoftile 
operations of the French, He took pofieffion of a 
polt on the banks of the Ohio, at a place called the 
Great Meadows, where he erected a (ort of tempo- 
rary fort, hoping to be able to defend it till the re- 
inforcements, which were expected from New- 
York, fhould arrive; in which expectation he was, 
howe- 
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however, difappointed. De Villier, a French offi- 
cer, who had under his command no lefs than nine 
hundred men, at the fort of Monangahela, lately 
taken fronrthe Englifh, being informed of Wafh- 
ington’s fituation and ftrength, fent him a formal re- 
quifition to relinguifh his poft, which he called an 
encroachment on the French territory, by the hands 
of one of his fubalterns, called Jamonville, attend- 
ed by a fmall party. According to the French 
accounts, Jamonville and his company were either 
- killed or taken prifoners by Wafhington, in a man- 
ner contrary to allthe rules of war eftablifhed among 
civilized mations. To avenge this injury and af- 
front, De Villier marched, with the remainder of 
his troops, to attack Wathington ; who, not dif- 
couraged by the inferiority of numbers, defended 
himfelf for a time with fuch intrepidity, that the 
French commandant found it expedient to offer 
him a very honourable capitulation, which was, 
that both parties fhould retire ; the Englith to Will’s 
Creek, within the acknowledged confines of Virgi- 
nia, andthe French to their former fituation at 
Monongahela. -Wafhington embraced the propo- 
fal, and delivered two officers as hoftages for the 
reftitution of the furviving prifoners of Jamonville’s 
detachment. ‘Thefe terms were no fooner agreed 
on, than a body of French Indians appeared, and, 
though they were prevented from breaking the ca- 
pitulation, which they were very earneft to do, yet 
the French commander fuffered them to harrafs the 
Englifh in their retreat, aad plunder their baggage. 


Loud 
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Loud complaints of thefe flagrant and unwar- 
rantable hoftilities were preferred to the court of 
Verfailles, by the earl of Albemarle, the Englith 
ambaffador. But the French miniftry having now 
conceived a fond, though, as it afterwards appeared, 
a fallacious notion, that they had tranfmitted rein- 
forcements and fupplies to Quebec fufficient to with- 
ftand all the force which the Englith colonies, 
with what affiftance the mother-country would chufe 
to afford, could mufter againft them; fo far from 
offering any adequate fatisfaction, took not their 
ufual pains to apologize for them ; and thusan open 
rupture between the two nations became inevitable, 

At firft, indeed, the French had greatly the fu- 
periority over their enemies, owing to the different 
conftitutions of the two governments in that coun- 
try. That of Canada, or New-France, moved by 
one direClion, and infpired by one head, faction 
was unknown init; all its force was united in one 
point, and acted with a view to one common end. 
The Englith were divided into feparate govern- 
ments, actuated by diftinct, and fometimes contra- 
dictory interefts: they not only had complaints 
againft each other, the Virginians imputing Wafh- 
ington’s misfortune to the people of New-York, 
who had not fulfilled their engagements, but were 
alfo difcontented among themfelves. Some very 
immaterial points in difpute raifed a quarrel be- 
tween the affembly and governor of, Virginia, which 
put a ftop to all bufinefs; an extremity which 
both parties ought carefully to have avoided, when 

4 the 
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the danger from the common enemy was fo great. 
The governor and afiembly of Penfylvania were, 
from the like caufes, in the fame fituation ; and 
the inhabitants of New-York were inflamed to 
the higheft pitch of difcontent, by a difcovery they 
had made of fome inftructions which Sir Danvers 
Ofborne, their late governor, who died immediate- 
ly upon his arrival, had brought over with him. 
The reft of the colonies were in a very little better 
fituation, and had agreed on no one plan of ac- 
tion: if they concurred in any thing, it was in 
alternately blaming the backwardnefs, and im- 
ploring the afiftance, of their mother-country. 
That afliftance was, at laft, effectually lent them ; 
otherwife, the difpute would have been foon a: 
cided, in a different manner than it afterwards 
was. | 
The firft ftep taken was the appointing the offi- 
cers of two regiments, confilting of double batta- 
lions, to be raifed in America, and commanded by 
Sir William Pepperel, and seneral Shirley, who had 
enjoyed the fame cbmrhand in the laft war. A 
body of Britith regulars was likewife deftined for 
the fame fervice, ahd orders given for their em- 
barkation at Corke, in Yrelamel? and, as it was 
forefeén that the national and provincial troops 
muft frequently a& in conjundtion, in order to ren- 
der the fervice more uniform, a claufe was added to 
the annual mutiny -bill, enacting, that all officers and 
foldiers being enlifted, and in pay, which are or fhall 
be raifed in any of the Britifh provinces in America, 


by 
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by authority of the refpective governors or govern- 
ments thereof, fhall, at all times and in all places, 
when they happen to join or act in conjunction 
with his majefty’s Britifh forces, be liable to martial 
law and difcipline, in like manner, to all. intents | 
and purpofes, as the Britifh forces are; and hall 
be fubject to the fame trial, penalties, and punifh- 
ments. At the fame time, a powerful flect was 
equipped, which afterwards failed in two feparate 
divifions, under admirals Bofcawen and Holborn, 
to North-America; a meafure which was then fe- 
verely taxed ee certain anti-minifterial writer. Nor 
were the French lels alert in their naval prepara- 
tions. Befides the different parties of land-forces. 
which they had at various times tranfported to Ca- 
nada, fometimes in fingle fhips, Mr, Macnamara, 
an officer of Irifh Salida site failed. from.Breft, and 
direéted his courfe towards North-America, having 
under his command a fleet of twenty-five fhips of 
the line, befides frigates and tranfports, w whch lat-. 
ter had on beard a great quantity of ammunition 
and warlike ftores, pe a body of four. thoufand 
regular troops, commanded in chief by the baron 
Diefkau ; ; but before he had proceeded many 
leagues beyond the chops of the Englith Channel, 
he returned to Breft with nine of the Het hips, 
and M. Bois de la Mothe continued his courfe to 
the original place of deftination, with, the remainder 
of the armament. 

In fact, the Englith miniftry do not feem to have 
F poffefied the beft intelligence + s nor, at any ae to 
ave 
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have acted with the prudence requifite in the 
conducting fuch an arduous bufinefs. They muft 
not have known the original ftreneth of the French 
fleet ; otherwife, they never would have difpatched 
admiral Bofcawen with fo {mall a number as eleven 
fhips, efpecially as that officer, as it afterwards ap- 
peared, had orders to act in an hoftile manner. 
Even when that ftrength came to be known, the 
reinforcement they fent after him, under admiral 
Holborne, was by no means equal to the purpofe 
for when they effected a junction, againft which, 
however, there were many chances, they would ftill 
have been fo far inferior to the French, that the fu- 
pericr fkill and alertnefs in naval operations, which 
the Englifh boaft, and really feem to poffefs, over 
the Frencn, could notbe expected to compenfate for 
it; whereas, had the French met with them fepa- 
rately, which was by no means impoffible, their 
deftruction, in that cafe, muft have been unavoida- 
ble : even after the return of Macnamara with nine 
fhips of the line, which our miniftry could neither 
know nor fufpect, they enjoyed a very bare fuperi- 
ority over them when joined, and when feparated 
were far out-numbered: fo that, in this whole 
tranfaction, the Englifh adminiftration were cer- 
tainly more fortunate than provident, 

The earl of Albemarle, the Englifh ambaffador 
in France, had been for fome time taken off by 
a fudden death, and no other minifter had been 
appointed in his room. The duke de Mirepoix, 
anobleman endued with an honour and integrity 
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feldom found in a ftatefman, particularly a French 
one, was then ambaflador at the court of London: 
Seeing the vigorous preparations for war carrying 
on by the Englith, and himfelf being deceived, or 
kept in the dark, with refpect to the real defions of 
his own court, he continued to negociate with the 
Englifh miniftry, made very earneft proteftations 
to them of the good faith of France, and even feru- 
pled not to fay, he would be anfwerable for it with 
his own private honour. But the minifters, being 
better informed than he imagined, fhewed him co- 
pies of the orders fent to the governor-general, 
and other French officers of Canada, which flat- 
ly gave the lie to all he had fo folemnly afferted, 
Confounded at this, unable to deny the faerant 
proofs that were laid before him, and not a lit. 
tle difgufted at the infincere part, fo derogatory 
to his honour, which he had been induced to act, 
he returned to Paris, and warmly upbraided the 
French miniftry not only for their fallacy, but alfo 
for the deception they had impofed upon himfelf. 
Unable to give a fatisfactory aniwer to his juft re- 
proaches, they referred him to the king ; who im- 
mediately fent him back to London with orders to 
affure the court of England, from himfelf, of his 
pacific intentions, But fuch affurances were now of 
no avail, nor in the leaft attended to: both the 
French and Englifh fleets being by this time ar- 
rived at North- America, the Britifh miniftry made 
nofcruple.of declaring to the duke de Mirepoix, that 
admiral Bofcawen had orders to attack the French 
thips, 
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fhips, wherever he fhould meet them. To which 
the duke replied, that his mafter would confider 
the firft gun that fhould be fired in an hoftile man- 
ner as an actual declaration of war. Far from be- 
ing intimidated by this menace, the preparations 
for war were continued with redoubled ardour, 
powerful fleets were equipped, new fhips were put 
on the ftocks, an hot prefs tor feamen fet on foot, 
and the land-forces augmented. 

In the mean time, news were impatiently expect- 
ed from America, where it was known the firft war- 
ike operations would commence. At laft, ac- 
counts arrived that admiral Bofcawen had taken 
two French fhips of the line. It feems this officer 
had reached the American coaft a few days before 
M. Bois de la Mothe, the greateft part of whofe 
fhips, being favoured by the impenetrable fogs fo 
familiar to that part of the world, effectuated, un- 
noticed by their enemies, their paffage to Canada ; 
fome by the ufual way, between Cape-Breton and 
Newfoundland ; and the others by the ftraits of 
Belleifle, on the north of the latter ifland, a naviga- 
tion hitherto unattempted by large fhips of war : 
two of them only, being feparated from their con- 
forts in the fog, the Alcide and the Lys, both 
pierced for fixty-four guns, but the latter actually 
mounting no more than twenty-two, were inter- 
cepted by the Englifh fleet. Two Englith fhips 
of the fame ftrength, the Dunkirk and Defiance, 
commanded by the captains Howe and Andrews, 
bore down upon, engaged, and took them, after a 

fhort, 


IN AMERICA: 33 
fhort, but vigorous refiftance. As foon as the 
French king nae authentic accounts of this 
hoftility; sn were firft publifhed in the London 
Gazette, on July 15, 1755, he recalled his two am- 
baffadors, the duke de Mirepoix, from the court of 
London, and M. Bufty, from Hanover ; being 
now fenfible, for the firft time, that a war with 
Great-Britain was unavoidable, This event occa- 
fioned not oreater conf{ternation to the French mi- 
niftry, who had hitherto, perhaps On grounds not 
altogether improbable, flattered themfelves, that 
the care ae in England would continue to be 
amufed with fruitlefs unmeaning negociations a- 
bout the limits of Nova- Scotia, wee farce them, 
without material interruption, to proceed in their 
encroachments, and in compleating their great 
plan, of eftablifhing a regular chain of ferrite tions 
upon the back ay the Engtith American fettle- 
ments; than it raifed joy and exultation among the 
people of England, ever fond of war, efpecially 
with France: not fo much on account of the fplen- 
dor and importance of the action, but becaufe. it 
convinced them, which many ftill affected to doube 
of, that. the government were now thoroughly in 
earnelt. ; : 

We fhall now, agreeable to our plan, confine 
ourfclves to the civil tranfactions and wariike ope- 
rations of North America, taking no notice of 
what happened in Europe, but only fo far as it 
has a reference to our main fubject. 
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The CAMPAIGN of 1755, 


N the beginning of this year, the affembly of 
the province of Maffachufet’s Bay had pro- 
‘hibited all commerce, or intercourfe of any 
fort, with the French at Louifbourg’: they had 
likewife raifed, early in the fpring, a body of 
provincial troops, which they fent to Nova-Sco- 
tia, to affift major-general Lawrence, now go- 
vernor of that province, in his enterprizes againft 
the French. We have already given an account of 
the attempts made laft year to fubdue the French 
neutrals, which were far from being fo fuccefsful 
as was expected, owing to the affiftance they re- 
ceived from the French regular troops from Cana- 
da, This projet was refumed with great vigour 
this year, and the execution of it entrufted to lieute- 
nant-colonel Monckton. Accordingly, in the be- 
sinning of May, this officer, at the head of a large 
detachment, fet out on his march by land, while 
captain Rous, with three frigates, and a floop of 
war, failed up the bay of Fundy, to affift his opera- 
tions, by water. Colonel Monckton met with no 
refiftance till he arrived, with his little army, on the 
banks of the river, on which he found a large 
body of regular troops, neutral French or Aca- 
dians, and Indians, drawn up to great advantage, 
and ready to oppofe his farther progrefs, Four 
eerures and fifty of them were pofled in a block- 
houfe 
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houfe mounted with cannon, and _fituated on the 
oppofite fide of the river; the reft were intrenched 
behind a ftrong breaft-work of timber, raifed, by 
way of an suns on this fide the river, to de- 
fend the block-houfe. The Englifh provincials at- 
tacked the breaft-work with great vivacity, and 
earried it, after an obftinate difpute; which lafted — 
about an hour, {word in hand. The-garrifon in / 
the block-houfe, beholding the fate of their com- 
panions, deferted it, and betook themfelves to 
Aight, leaving the paflage of the river free to the 
Enelith, 

Colonel Monckton proceeded directly againft the 
French fort of Beau Sejour; which he meee as 
‘well as che {mall number of his troops would permit 
him: for the fpace of four days he continued to 
bombard it; and, juft as he had mounted his can- | 
ion, and was-ready to begin battering the body of 
the place, the French demanded a capitulation ; 
which was granted them, on condition that the 
garrifon fhould be fent to Louifbourg, and not 
ferve in America for fix months. The garrifon ac- 
cordingly was tranfported thither, to the number of 
one hundred and fifty ; and the Acadians, who, to 
the number of three hundred, were found in the 
place, received a pardon, having, as they afferted, 
been forced into the French fervice. 

The next day, after leaving a garrifon in Beau 
Sejour, and changing its name to that of Fort Cum- 
berland, colonel Monckton attacked the other 
French fort upon the river Gafperau, which runs 
into Bay Verte: itimmediately fell into his hands , 
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and here he found a large quantity of provifions, 
and all tanner of warlike {tores, this being their chief 
magazine for fupplying the neighbouring Indians 
and Acadians with arms, ammunition, and other 
requifites, In the mean time, captain Rous, with 
the frigates under his command, failed to attack a 
fort which the French had built at the mouth of 
the river St. John: bur the enemy abandoned it 
at his firft appearance, after having burfted their 
cannon, blown uptheir magazine, and demolifhed 
all the works they had raifed, as much as time 
would allow them todo. The French now pof- 
fefled no place of ftrength in Nova-Scotia. The 
reduction of this country was thus effected, with 
the lofs only of twenty men killed, and about the 
fame numbér wounded ; and fifteen hundred A- 
¢adians were difarmed, who fome time afterwards, 
to the irreparable Jofs of this province, were, with 
their wives and children, ravifhed from their habi- 
tations, and difperfed, in fmall bodies, over diffe- 
rent parts of Englifh America, (a ftep which no- 
thing but the moft abfolute neceffity could juftify) 
where they fettled, during the continuance of the 
war ; and, ftill retaining their former habit of fobri- 
ety and indultry, applied themfelves, the women to 
houfhold employment, and the men to fifhing : and 
being extremely frugal, foon became more affluent 
‘than the Eneltfh inhabitants of the fame rank in life. 
“At the conclufion of the peace, having then liberty 
“to retire toany part of the French dominions, tho’ 
‘every indulgence was offered them, they all defert- 
ed toa man, and were tranfported to Cape Fran- 

cols, 
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cois, in the ifland of Hifpaniola. From thence 
they were fome time afterwards removed to Tibe- 
ron Bay, near Cape Nicholas in the fame ifland, 
where Count d’Eftaing, the governor, was then 
projecting a new fettlement : here the greate{t part 
of them miferably perifhed of difeafes, contracted 
from the unwholefomenefs of the climate, and a 
vertical fun, which they were unufed to. Such 
was the deplorable end of thefe poor people, who, 
befides their remarkable fobriety, induftry, and or- 
derly behaviour, were in their perfons extremely vi- 
gorous and robuft, and the women fair and ele-. 
gant, to adeeree feldom feen among their European 
country-women. Could they have been prevailed 
on to become Englith fubjeéts, and to continue 
quiet and peaceable, the moft fruitful part of No- 
va-Scotia, which they inhabited, inftead of being, 
as it is at prefent, a depopulated defert, would have 
had its vallies cropped with corn, and its hills .co- 
vered with herds and flocks. 

While the New England people were thus em- 
ployed in reducing the French in Nova-Scotia, 
preparations were made in Virginia for attacking 
them on the Ohio. A camp was formed at Will’s 
Creek, and a fort built, called Fort Cumberland. 
Major-general Braddock, having been conftituted 
by his majefty generaliffimo of all the troops which 
were in, or fhould be fent to America, arrived in 
Virginia before the end of February, and, as foon 
as he poffibly could, fummoned the feveral gover- 
nors to meet him, in order to confult on the bufi- 
nefs of the enfuing campaign. The meeting was 
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held at Alexandria, in Virginia. After much de- 
bate, it was agreed, that for the prefervation of Of- 
wego and reduction of Niagara, Shirley’s and Pep= 
perel’s regiments fhould be fent to Lake Cntario, 
on which lake an armed veflel or two fhould be 
built, of about fixty ton each, tocommand it; the 
execution of which was entrutted to Mr. Shirley, 
while general Braddock attacked Fort du Quefne, 
a poft lately built on the river, near the conflux of 
the Monangahela, and general Johnfon, with the 
provincial troops, was direéted to inveft Crown- 
Point, on the frontiers of New-York. 

In confequence of thefe refolutions, general Brad- 
dock, at the head of two thoufand two hundred 
men, began his march againft Fort du Quefne, 
though, being difapvointed by the Virginia con- 
tractors, he had neither provifions nor a fufficient 
number of carriages for fo long a march, and ar- 
rived at Fort Cumberland, in his way thither, the 
roth of May. From thence to Fort du Quefne the 
diftance is at leaft an hundred and forty miles: the 
general fhould, therefore, have certainly landed in 
Penfylvania, and the contract for fupplying his 
troops fhould have been made with fome of the 
principal people there, who could eafily have per- 
formed their contraéts ; and had he encamped at 
Franks-Town, or fome where on the fouth-weft 
borders of that province, his road to Fort du 
Quefne would have been more practicable, and fif- 
ty miles nearer than from Will’s Creek. 

Innumerable were the difficulties he had to fur- 
mount, in a country rugged, pathlefs, and un- 
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known, acrofs the Alleghanny mountains, throtgh 
unfrequented woods and dangerous defiles; and 
thefe dangers were doubled by the difappointments 
which he met with in almoft every thing which he 
had to do with the provinces: out of two thoufand 
five hundred horfes, and two hundred waggons, on 
which he was affured he might depend, he only re- 
ceived twenty waggons, and two hundred horfes. 
In like manner, his other expectations came to no- 
thing, through the negligence of all the perfons with 
whom he had any dealings. We may conceive the 
difficulties which general Braddock met with in 
this terrible march, when we confider that he was 
obliged (to make ufe of his own expreffions) to be 
continually employed in making a road as he pro- 
ceeded, with infinite labour, acrofs mountains and 
rocks of an exceffive height, vaftly fteep, and di- 
vided by torrents and rivers. 

Notwithftanding thefe difcouragements and hard- 
fhips, the general, being informed that the French 
were expecting a reinforcement of five hundred re~ 
_ gular troops, to prevent fuch an increafe of ftrength 
in the enemy, determined to pufh forward by forced 
marches. But the impetuofity of his temper, and 
the too contemptible opinion that he entertained of 
the enemy, prevented his paying a proper regard to 
the reprefentations of his officers, and the hazard of 
entering woods without reconnoitring the enemy, 
which proved his ruin; he therefore, without 
farther lofs of time, marched from Fort Cumber- 
land, on the roth of June, (leaving a garrifon 
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there under the command of captain Innes) again 
Fort du Quefne, with his little army in two divi- 
fions: at the head of the firft, confifting of fourteen 
hundred men, was the general himfeif, with the 
ereateft part of the ammunition and artillery; the 

Second, with the provifions, ftores, and heavy bag- 
gage, was led by colonel Dunbar, with about eight 
hundred men, with orders to follow as faft as the 
fervice would admit. Having, by this means, lef- 
fened his line of march, he carelefsly proceeded with 
great expedition, infomuch that his rear was left near 
forty miles behind ; and being fo incautious as fel- 
dom to beftow time to reconnoitre the woods he was 
to pafs through, though earneftly intreated by Sir 
Peter Halket to proceed with caution, and to em- 
ploy the Indians that were with him in fcouting the 
woods, fuffered himfelf, when he had advanced 
within ten miles of the fort, to be furprized by an 
ambufcade of French and Indians. The attack 
was begun with hideous howlings, and a quick and 
heavy fire upon the vanguard, under colonel Gage, 
and all along his left dank from the Indians, fo art- 
fully concealed under the trees and buthes that not 
a fingle man of them could be perceived. Immedi- 
ately the main body, in good order, advanced to 
fuftain them, Orders were then given to halt, and 
form. At this juncture, the van falling back upon 
them ia great confufion, in an inftant the panic be- 
came general ; but, being rallied by their officers 
with much difficulty, they were brought to give 
one fire: after which, they again fell back , but 
jase ts oe: . were 
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were once more, with inconceivable difficulty, 
rallied by their officers, and ftood one fire from 
the enemy; but then, without returning it, they 
fled, particularly the regular troops, with the ut- 
moft terror and precipitation, in fpite of their 
officers, moft of whom behaved very gallantly : 
but they were equally deaf to commands and in- 
treaties. Braddock himfelf difcovered at once the 
greateft intrepidity, and the higheft imprudence ; 
for inftead of ordering a retreat till he could fcour 
the avenues, lined with the enemy, with grape- 
fhot from the ten pieces of cannon, which he had 
with him; or ordering his Indians to advance in 
fianking parties againft the invifible enemy, he 
obftinately continued on the {pot where he was, 
and gave orders to the few brave officers and men 
who remained with him, to form and advance. 
Jn the mean while the French Indians, who always 
take aim when they fire, fingled out the officers 
by their drefs, and killed or wounded moft of them. 
At laft, having had five horfes fhot under him, he 
received a wound in his lungs through his right 
arm, of which he died in four days, having been 
carried off the field by the bravery of lieutenant- 
colonel Gage and another officer. His fecretary, 
eldeft fon of general Shirley, Sir Peter Halket, 
colonel of the forty-fourth regiment, with fe- 
veral. other officers of diftinction, were killed, 
and above feven hundred private men; all the 
ammunition, artillery, baggage of the gps 
an 
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-and the general’s cabinet, containing his inftrue- 
tions, and other papers of confequence, fell into 
the hands of the enemy: and had not the provin- 
cial militia, which the general had always defpifed, 
bravely formed, and advanced againft the Indians 
in the woods, though equally expofed to the fire 
of the enemy, the whole army had certainly been 
cut off. The panic among the troops continued 
till they met the rear divifion ; when the army re- 
treated, without ftopping, till they arrived at Fort 
Cumberland, though the enemy never attempted 
to purfue, or even appeared in fight, either during 
the battle, or after the defeat. 

The real ftrength of the enemy is uncertain, 
but it is fuppofed that-they had upwards of two 
thoufand regular troops, including the Canadian 
militia, which in this country is equal in ufefulnefs 
to the regular troops from Old France, befides. 
great nutnbers of Indians, who were planted in 
ambufcade, and from whom our foldiers fuffered 
far the moft, The lofs of the enemy was very in- 
confiderable by their own account, which in all 
probability was the cafe, as they were concealed 
behind trees and bufhes in fuch a manner, that our 
men knew not whither to point their mufkets. 

- Thus ended this unhappy expedition, whofe bad 
confequences to the Britifh intereft were rendered 
‘ worfe by its increafing the fpirit and activity of the 
French, and riveting the Indians more firmly in 
the intereft of their new allies. On the contrary, 

the 
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the Indians in the Englifh intereft defpifed us, for 
not being able to protect ourfelves; and fuch an 
univerfal panic feized all the colonies, that they 
feemed for fome time to give up all for loft. 

- Nothing could now prevent the outrages and 
encroachments of the Indians and French on the 
back of Virginia, Maryland, and Penfylvania, ex- 
cept a ftrong garrifon at Fort Cumberland ; where, 
if the remains of Braddock’s army had fortified 
themfelves during the reft of the fummer, they 
would have been a fufficient check upon the French 
and their fcalping parties of Indians: but inftead 
of purfuing fo prudent a meafure, colonel Dunbar, 
on whom the command devolved, left only the 
fick and wounded under the care of two companies 
of provincial militiaat Fort Cumberland, and with 
fixteen hundred men marched, on the fecond of 
Auguft, for Philadelphia, where their prefence 
could be of no immediate fervice; from whence 
they were ordered by general Shirley, now com- 
mander in chief in America, to Albany, in the 
province of New-York. 
- Virginia, Maryland, and Penfylvania, were, by 
thefe means, left entirely defencelefs and deftitute 
of protection from their cruel enemies; and the 
ufual difputes between their governors, affem- 
blies, 8cc. ran fo high, that every falutary propo- 
fal, for the public fafety, was rejected. Penfylva- © 
nia, the moft powerful of the three, was at laft 
induced to vote fifty thoufand pounds for the de- 
fence 
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fence of the frontier; but even this fum, ridicu- 
Joufly imall as it was, compared with the flourith- 
ing {tate of the province, could not be procured, 
the governor refufing to give his affent to the act 
of the affembly for raifing that fum, becaufe they 
had taxed the proprietors eftate in proportion ta 
thofe of the inhabitants. 

Our colonies to the northward were more active 
and fuccefsful in their preparations for war. The 
affembly of New-York prohibited the fending 
provifions to any port, fettlement, or ifland, be- 
longing to the French on the continent of America, 
or any of the adjacent iflands ; and voted forty-five 
thoufand pounds for the defence of their province, 
which lay moft expofed to an invafion of the French 
from Crown Point. With this {mall fupply, and the 
aMiftance of the eaftern colonies, together with the 
few regular troops ordered thither by general Shir- 
ley, from Penfylvania, the province of New-York 
planned two expeditions, one againft the French 
fort of Crown-Point, and the other acainft Niagara, 
firuated between the Jakes Ontario dip Erie. Ge- 
nera) Johnfon, by birth an Irifhman, who had long 
refided on the Mchock river, in the weftern parts 
of New-York, where he had gained the univerfal 
love of both the inhabitants, and the neighbouring 
Indians, whofe language he had learned, whofe 
manners he was perfectly acquainted with, and 
whofe affections he had gained by his juftice, ge- 
nerofity, and humane behaviour towards them, 

was 
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was appointed commander of the firft, and geneé- 
tal Shirley himfelf undertook the latter expedi- 
tion *, : 

Albany was appointed for the rendezvous of the 
troops for both expeditions, where moft of them 
arrived before the end of June. This army confift- 
ed of near fix thoufand men, exclufive of Indians, 
raifed by the governments of Bofton, Conne€ticur, 
New-Hamphhire, Rhode-Ifland, and New-York, 
and foon marched forwards, about fixty miles from 
Albany, under the command of major general Ly- 
man; and as foon as the artillery, battoes, provi- 
fions, and other neceffaries were ready, on the eighth 


* Tr may be neceflary here to remind the reader of the fitua- 
tion and ufes of the three great French forts in North-America : 
N iagara, Du Quefne, and Crown-Point, were three forts built 
by the French in confequence of their fcheme to poffefs all the 
pafles of the back countries, and fecure them by flrong garri- 
fons, to reitrain us from penetrating farther into the continent 
than the part which we pofleffed, and to exclude us fromall com- 
merce with the Indians, and engrofs the fur trade to themfelves. 
Crown-Point was built about the year 1730, by the Canadians, 
in the territories of New-York, lictle more than one hundred 
miles from Albany. From this advanced garrifon they could 
eafily annoy al! the upper- parts of New-York and New England, 
and prevent the fettlement of any lands north of Hedfon and 
Conneticut rivers. Fort du Quefne was bui't in 1752, on the 
forks of the river Monongahela, on the territories of Penfyl- 

‘wania, and enabled the French to harrafs that as well as the 
neighbouring provinces of Maryland and Virginia. Niagara 
was dituated between the lakes Erie and Ontario, and fecured 
the communication between Canada and Lovifiana. [et lay in 
the country of the Senegas, the moft powerful of the Five 
Nations, and was built fince the year 1721. ¢ 
O 


46 BRITISH EMPIRE 
of Auguft general Johnfon fet out with them for 
the Carrying-Place, where he joined and reviewed 
his army, that had been employed in building a 
fort at the landing place, on the eaft fide of Hud- 
fon’s-River, called Fort Edward. Towards the 
Jatter end of the month he advanced about four- 
teen miles farther north, and encamped in a ftrong 
fituation, both his flanks being covered by a thick 
wooded {wamp, his rear by Lake George, and 
his front by a breaft-work of trees felled for that 
‘purpofe, to wait for his battoes; and then intended 
to proceed to Ticonderoga, at the other end of the 
jake, about fifteen miles diftant from the fort, at 
the fouth end of Lake Champlain, called Fort 
Frederic by the French, and by us Crown-Point. 
While he continued in this camp, fome of his In- 
dian fcouts, of whom he took eare to fend out 
_numbers along both fides, and to the farther end 
of Lake George, before called Lake Sacrament, 
brought him intelligence, that a confiderable num- — 
ber of the enemy were on their march from Ticon- 
deroga, by the way of the South-Bay, towards 
the fortified encampment, fince called Fort Ed- 
ward, which general Lyman had built at the 
Carrying-Place, and where four or five hundred of 
the New-York and New-Hamphhire troops had 
been left as a garrifon. General Johnfon gave no- 
tice thereof to colonel Blanchard, the commander, 
with orders to call in all his out-parties, and to 
keep his whole force within the entrenchments. 
He was further informed by his fcouts, about 
twelve 
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twelve o’clock at night, that they had feen the 
enemy within four miles of the camp at the Carry- 
ing-Place, which they fcarcely doubted their 
having by that time attacked. Early in the 
morning general Johnfon called a council of war, 
Where it was unadvifedly refolved to detach one 
thoufand men, in order either to fuccour Fort Ed- 
ward, or intercept the enemy in their return from 
that poft, whether victorious or repulfed, though 
they had-no account of the number or ftrength of 
the enemy, nor could obtain any certain informa- 
tion inthat refpect from the Indians ; becaufe they 
have no diftinét words or figns whereby to exprefs 
large numbers, otherwife than pointing to the ftars 
“in the firmament, or to the hairs of the head, 
which fometimes may denote a-number lefs than a 
thoufand, as well as at another time ten thoufand. 
Accordingly this body of men, with about two 
hundred Indians, marched about nine o’clock in 
the morning under the command of colonel Wil- 
liams, an officer much efteemed for his perfonal 
bravery and good condu&; but they had not 
_ been gone two hours, when thofe J in the camp be- 
gan to hear a clofe firing, as they imagined at about 
three or four miles diftance. As it approached 
nearer and nearer, they rightly fuppofed that their 
detachment was overpowered, and retreating to-. 
wards the camp ; which was foon es by 
fome fugitives, and prefently after by whole com- 
panies, who fled back in confufion. The general 
therefore detached lieutenant - colonel Cole, with 
three 
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three hundred frefh men, to ftop the enemy’s pur- 
fuit, and to cover the retreat of the Englifh, who 
might otherwife have been entirely cut off: and 
this alatm gave him time to ftrengthen his 
front with heavy cannon, to take poffeffion of 
{ome eminencies on his left flank, and to fix a field 
piece in a very advantageous fituation. 

About eleven the enemy appedred in fight, and 
flufhed with this advantage, marched forwards in 
avery regular order towards the centre of the Eng- 
lifh camp, till they were within one hundred and 
fifty yards of the breaftwork ; when, to the aftonifh- 
ment of the general, baron Diefkau made a halt for 
fome time, which proved his ruin: the Englith 
army was in fome confternation, and had the breaft- 
work been immediately attacked before the army 
recovered their fpirits, the fortune of the day would, 
in all probability, have been decided in his fa- 
vour. However, at length Diefkau began the at- 
tack at fuch a diftance, with platoon firing, that 
it did little execution againft troops who were de- 
fended by a ftrong breaft-work ; and this ineffec- 
tual fire fo raifed the fpirits of the Englifh forces, 
that having prepared their artillery during the time 
that the French halted, they foon difperfed the In- 
dians and Canadians by a brifk difcharge of grape- 
fhot, who fled into the woods on each fide of the 
camp, and there fquatted behirid bufhes, or fkulk- 
ed behind trees, from whence they continued firing 
with very little execution, moit of their fhot being 
‘intercepted by the brakes and thickets, for they 


never 


IN AMERICA. 49 


never had the courage to advance to the verge of | 
the woods. 

The French commander, thus deferted by his 
Canadians and Indians, inftead of retreating as pru- 
dence directed, fell into another error; finding he 
could not make a clofe attack upon the front of 
the camp, which he found well fortified, and lined 
with cannon, contrary to his intelligence ; with his 
{mall number of regulars, moved firft to the left, 
and then to the right, in both which places he in 
vain atternpted to force the breaftwork, but was 
repulfed, being unfupported by his irreguiars. 
Thefe feveral attempts ferved only to weaken and 
difpirit his troops, who fuffered greatly by the fire 
from the camp, and were, about four in the after- 
noon, thrown into confufion ; which was no fooner 
_ perceived by general Johnfon’s men, than they, 
without waiting for orders, jumped over their 
breaftwork, attacked the enemy on all fides, and 
after killing a confiderable number of them, en- 
tirely difperfed the reft. 

The French, whofe numbers at the beginning 
of this engagement amounted to about two thou- 
fand men, including two hundred grenadiers, eight 
hundred Canadians, and the reft Indians of diffe- 
rent nations, had near eight hundred men killed, 
and thirty taken prifoners * : among thefe laft was 


‘ Amongtt whom was Monf. St. Pierre, who commanded 
their Indians, the moft ufeful officer the French had in all their 
expeditions in thofe parts, and in their treaties with the Indians. 
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general Diefkau himfelf, who was found at a little 
diftance from the field of battle, dangeroufly wound- 
ed, leaning on the ftump of a tree for his fupport. 
Our lofs did not exceed one hundred and thirty 
killed, and fixty wounded, and thofe chiefly of the 
detachment under colonel Williams; for we had 
very few either: killed or wounded in the attack 
upon the camp, and none of diftinction, except 
colonel Titcombe killed, and the general him- 
felf, and major Nicholls, wounded. Among 
the flain of the detachment under colonel Williams, 
which would probably have been almoft entirely 
cut off, had not lieutenant-colonel Cole been fent 
out from the camp with three hundred men, with 
whom he ftopped the enemy’s purfuit, and covered 
the retreat of his friends, were colonel Williams, 
major Afhley, captains Ingerfal, Puter, Terral, 
Stoddart, M‘Gimes, Stevens, and feveral fubalterns, 
befides private men, with forty Indians, and old 
Hendric, the brave Mohawk fachem or chief cap- 
tain: Ts | 

When baron Diefkau fet out from Ticonderoga, 
his defign was only to furprize and cut off the in- 
trenched camp, now called Fort Edward, at the 
Carrying-Place, where there were but four or five 


-+ It is to be remarked, that in this engagement the Indians,, 
fome of the Mohawks excepted, retired from the camp, and 
did not join the army till after the battle; which plainly thews, 
they were determined to join the conqueror, whether French 
er Englith. 
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hundred men. If he had executed this fcheme, 
our army would have been thrown into great diff- 
culties; for it could neither have proceeded far- 
ther, nor have fubfifted where it was, and he might 
have found an opportunity to attack it with great 
advantage in its retreat: but when he was within 
four or five miles of that fort, his people were in- 
formed that there were feveral cannon there, and 
none at the camp; upon which they unanimoufly — 
defired to be led on to this laft, which he the more 
readily confented to, as he himfelf had been told 
by an Englifh prifoner, who had left this camp but 
a few days before, that it was quite defencelefs, be- 
ing without any lines, and deftitute of cannon: 
which, in fact, was true at that time, for the can- 
non did not arrive, nor was the breaftwork erected, 
till about two days before the engagement. To 
this mifinformation, therefore, muft be imputed 
this ftep, which would otherwife be inconfiftent 
with the allowed character and abilities of baron 
Diefkau. A lefs juftifiable error feems to have 
been committed by general Johnfon, in not de- 
taching a party to purfue the enemy when they 
were routed and fled. Perhaps he was prevented 
from fo doing, by the ill fate of the detachment 
which he had fent out in the morning under colonel 
Williams. However that may be, this neglect had 
Jike to have proved fatal the next day to a party 
fent from Fort Edward, confifting of an hundred 
and twenty men of the New-Hampfhire regiment, 
and ninety of the New-York regiment, under the 
. E 2 com- 
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eommand of captain M‘Ginnes, as a reinforcement 
tothe army at the camp. The Indians and Cana- 
dians, who had efeaped from the flaughter of the 
French army in the morning, having collected 
themfelves into a body of about four hundred, and 
rendezvoufed at the place where Williams was de- 
feated the day before, intercepted this detachment 
about four in the morning ; but M‘Ginnes made 
fuch a difpofition, and behaved with fuch bravery, 
that he not only repulfed the affailants, but after a 
fharp engagement, which laited two hours, de- 
feated and difperfed them entirely, with the lofs 
only of two men killed, eleven wounded, and five 
miffing. He himfelf unfortunately died of the 
wounds which he received in this engagement, a 
few days after he arrived at the camp with his 
party. 

This victory, though very honourable for Mr. 
Johnfon, and the provincial troops under his com- 
“mand, yet as it was gained late in the feafon, and 
as the army was in no very good condition, it had 
no confequences. The principal intention of this 
expedition was to reduce Crown-Point; but the 
year was now too far advanced for an undertaking 
of that kind, they therefore erected a fmall ftock- 
aded fort at the hither end of Lake George, and 
then returned to Albany. When the account of 
this victory reached England, great rejoicings were 
made in the capital, his majefty created general 
Johnfon a baronet, and the parliament prefented 
him with five thoufand pounds, 

The 
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The other expedition, under general Shirley, was 
attended with very little advantage: he arrived at 
Ofwego on the eighteenth of Auguft, but the reft 
of the troops, badly provided with provifions, and 
artillery, did not reach that place till the thirty- 
firft, too late tomake an attempt on Niagara, though 
it was well known, that even the poffibility of his 
fuccefs muft, in a great meafure, depend upon his 
fetting out early in the year, as will appear to any 
perfon who confiders the fituation of our fort at 
Ofwego, this being the only way by which he could 
proceed to Niagara. 

Ofwego lies on the fouth-eaft fide of the Lake 
Ontario, near three hundred miles almoft due weft 
of Albany, in New-York, The way to it from 
thence, though long and tedious, is the more con- 
venient, as the greateft part of it admits of water 
carriage, by what the inhabitants call battoes, a 
kind of light flat bottomed boats, wideft in the 
middle, and pointed at each end, of about fifteen 
hundred weight burden, managed by two men, 
called battoe-men, with paddles and fetting poles, 
the river being in many places too narrow to ad- 
mit of oars. From Albany to the village of Shenec- 
tady, which is fixteen miles, is a good waggon road. 
- From thence to the Little-Falls in the Mohawk- 
river, being fixty-five miles, the paffage is by water 
carriage, up that river, confequently, againft the 
ftream, which in many places is rapid, and in 
others fo fhallow, that when the river is low, the 
watermen are obliged to get out and draw their bat« 
toes over the rifts. At the Little-Falls is a land- 
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carriage for about a mile, over ground fo marfhy, 
that it will not:bear any wheel-carriage; but aco- 
lony of Germans, fettled there, attend with fledges, 
on which they draw the loaded battoes to the next 
place of embarkation on the fame river. From 
thence they proceed by water up that river for fifty 
miles to the Carrying-Place, near the head of it, 
where there is another land-carriage, the length of 
which depends upon the drynefs or wetnefs of the 
feafon, but is gencrally fix or eight miles over in the 
fummer months. Here the battoes are again carried 
upon fledges, till they arrive at a narrow river called 
Wood’s-Creek, down which they are carried by a 
- gentile {tream for about forty miles into the LakeOney- 
ada, which ftretches from eaft to weft about thirty 
miles, and is paffed with great eafe and fafety in calm 
weather. At the weftern end of this lake is the river 
Onondaga, which, after a courfe of between twenty 
and thirty miles, unites with theriver Cayuga or Sene- 
ca; and their united ftream runs into the Lake On- 
tario, at the place where Ofwego Fort is fituated. 
But this river is fo rapid as to be fometimes dange- 
rous, befides its being full of rifts and rocks; 
and about twelve miles on this fide of Ofwego, 
there is a fall of eleven feet perpendicular, where, 
of courfe, there is a poftage, which, however, does 
not exceed fifty yards. From thence the paffage 
is eafy, quite to Ofwego. 

The Lake Ontario, on which this fort ftands, is 
near two hundred and eighty leagues in circumfe- 
rence: its figure is oval, and its depth runs from 
twenty to twenty-five fathoms. On the north fide 
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are feveral little gulphs. There is a communica- 
tion between this lake and that of the Hurons, by 
the river Tanafwate; from whence it is a land-car- 
riage of fix or eight leagues to.the river Toran. 
to, which falls into it. he French had two forts 
of confequence on this lake; Fort Frontignac, 
which commanded the fiver St. Laurence, where 
the lake communicates with it; and Niagara, 
which commanded the communication between 
the Lake Ontario and the lake Erie. 

Though we had long been poffefied of Fort Of 
weg, and though it she ereatly expofed to the 
French, upon any rupture between the two nations, 
no care had ever been taken to put it in a tolerable 
{tate of defence, or even to build a fingle veffel fit 
for navigating the lake, until the beginning of this 
year, when, at the meeting which general Brad- 
dock had with the governors of the colonies at 
Alexandria, it was refolved to ftrengthen both the 
fort and garrifon, and to build fome large veffels 
there, Accordingly, a number of fhipwrights and 
_ workmen were fent thither in May and June; and, 
at the fame time, captain Bradftreet marched thi-. 
ther with two companies, confifting each of an 
hundred men, to reinforce the hundred that were 
there before under captain King. ‘The fort confift- 
ed only of a {tone wall, mounting but five cannon, 
three or four pounders, and was otherwife in a 
very defencelefs condition, when general Shir- 
dey arrived there. ‘The Indians of the Six Nations, 
to whom he had fent invitations, and by great nume- 
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bers of whom he had expected to be joined, inftead 
of complying with his defire, abfolutely declared 
againft all hoftilities on that fide of the country, 
infifting that Ofwego, being a place of trade and 
peace, ought not to be difturbed by either party; 
fo that he was joined by very few Indians. The 
feafon was not only nowétoo far advanced, but, 
tho’ the general waited till the 26th of September, 
when he received a fupply of provifions, it was fo 
fmall, that it was fcarcely fufficient to fubfift the 
fix hundred men that he intended to carry with 
him againft Niagara, and to fupport the troops he 
was to leave at Ofwego, for twelve days. But, by 
this time, the rainy boifterous feafon had begun ; 
and the few Indians who had joined him declared, 
that there was no croffing the lake Ontario in bat- 
toes at that feafon of the year, or at any time be- 
fore the enfuing fummer. The expedition was there- 
fore, in a council of war, unanimoufly agreed to be 
deferred till the next-year ; and the forces were em- 
ployed in erecting barracks, and two new forts, one 
on the eaft, and the other on the weft fide of the ri- 
ver Onondaga. Having fettled thefe matters, he fet 
out on his return to Albany, on the twenty-fourth 
of October, leaving colonel Mercer, with a garrifon 
of no more than feven hundred men, at Ofwego, 
though he had received repeated advice, that the 
enemy had then above a thoufand men at Fort 
Frontignac, and the new forts were not yet near com- 
pleated. Thus ended this unfuccefsful expedition, 
and the campaign, for this year, on the fide of the 
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Englith ; for the French, and their Indian allies, 
during the whole winter, committed the moft hor- 
rid ravages on the weftern borders of Virginia and 
Penfylvania: they murdered, fcalped§, or carried 
into captivity, the miferable inhabitants ; and burnt 
and deftroyed all the pin they met with in their 
mcurfions, 


The AMERICAN CAMPAIGN of 1756. 


Eneral Shirley, being difmiffed from his milita- 

ry command, was fucceeded by general Aber- 
crombie, who affembled, in the month of June, the 
Englith forces at Albany, confifting of two regiments 
which had ferved under Braddock, two battalions 
raifed in America, two regiments he had juft brought 
with him from England, four independant compa- 
“pies maintained many years in New-York, the 
New-Jerfey regiment, four companies levied in 
North-Carolina, and a body of- provincial forces, 


§ The operation of fcalping is performed by the Indians in 
the following manner: the unfortunate victim being difabled, 
or difarmed, the Indian, with a fharp knife worn for the pur- 
pofe, makes a circular incifion to the bone, round the upper part 
of the head, and tears off the fcalp with his fingers. Previous 
to this execution, he generally difpatches the prifoner by re- 
peated blows on the head, with the hammer-fide of a weapon 
called a tomahawk : but fometimes they fave themfelves the 
trouble, and fometimes the blows prove ineffectual ; fo that the 
miferable wretch is found alive, groaning in the utmoft agony 
of torture. The Indian ftrings the {calps he has procured, to be 
produced as teftimonies of his prowefs; and receives a premium 
for each {calp from the nation under whofe banners he has enlifted. 
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raifed by the government of New-England. As to 
the fettlements towards the fouthward, Penfylvania, 
Maryland, and Virginia, they had fuffered, and 
were daily fuffering, fo much from the incurfions 
of the enemy, that it was with the utmoft difficulty 
they could defend themfelves. And in South-Caro- 
Jina the difproportion of negroe flaves to the number 
of white inhabitants was fo great, that the govern= 
ment could not, with fafety to the province, fpare 
any reinforcement for the general enterprize.. The 
plan for the campaign was to reduce Fort Niagara, 
as being the moft effectual means for difabling the 
French from maintaining their forts on the Ohio, 
or keeping up their communication between Cana- 
da and Louifiana. Ticonderoga and Crown-Point 
were likewife to be reduced, for the fecurity of New- 
York. All the convenient paffes upon Lake Cham- 
plain were to be feized by the Englifh ; Fort du 
Quefne was to have been befieged; and Quebec itfelf 
to have been alarmed by a body of troops detached 
up the river Kennebec. This plan of operations 
was promifing, and not impracticable, even by the 
Britifh troops that were in readinefs ; but it feemed 
as if the general had no inftructions to enter upon 
any decifive meafures till the arrival of lord Loudon, 
who had been appointed commander in chief of all 
his majefty’s forces in America, with powers that 
were fuppofed fufficient to remove all the delays, and 
the caufe of thofe obftru€tions, which had defeated 
moft of the former operations and falutary mea- 
fures propofed for their common defence. But 
his lordfhip did not arrive till the feafon was too 

far 
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far advanced for their being executed; occafion- 
- ed, as was faid, by the unfettled ftate of the 
Enelifh miniftry. Befides, the provincial officers 
were fo divided in their opinions, that his autho- 
rity was neceffary for bringing the troops into the. 
field. And thus another ene was loft, the provinces 
left expofed to the invafions and barbarities of the 
enemy, and the French, who received a reinforce- 
ment of near three thoufand men, under the com- 
mand of general Montcalm, an excellent officer 
from Europe, at liberty to ftrengthen their pofts, 
and diftrefs the Englifh fettlements, with impunity. 

During this ftate of inactivity, ie army received 
the difagreeable news of the enemy’s entering the 
country > af the Five Nations, our antient allies, 
where they reduced a {mall poft, occupied by twen- 
ty-five Englifhmen, whom they put to the fword, 
and butchered in a moft cruel manner. Soon af- 
ter, having received intelligence that a confiderable 


convoy of Seaailions and ftores, for the garrifon at 
Ofwego, was ready to fet out from Schenectady, - 


and be conveyed in battoes up the river Ononda- 
ga, they formed an ambufcade, among the woods 
and thickets, on the north fide of that river; but 
finding that the convoy had paffed before they 
reached the place, they determined to wait the re- 
turn of the detachment. Their defign, however, 
was fruftrated by the vigilance and bravery of co- 
Jonel Brad{ftreet, who expected fuch an attempr, 
and had taken his meafures accordingly. In_ his 
return down the river Onondaga, while he ftemmed 
the ftream with his battoes, formed into three divi- 
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fions, he was faluted by a party of Indians, fecreted 
amongit the bufhes and trees on the north fhore, 
with the war-whoop, and a general difcharge of 
mufketry. Bradftreet immediately landed his men 
on the oppofite banks, and with a few of the fore- 
‘moft, took poffeffion of afmall ifland, where he 
was forthwith attacked by a party of the enemy, 
who had forded the river; but thefe he foon re- 
pulfed. Then, quitting the ifland, and collecting 
together the whole of his ftrength, amounting to 
about two hundred men, he advanced, and fell 
{word in hand, upon another body, which had 
paffed the river a mile higher, with fuch vigour, 
that many were cut in picces, and the rei driven in- 
to the river with fuch precipitation that a confide- 
rable number of them were drowned. He then 
boldly attacked the main body of the enemy, con- 
fifting of above fix hundred men, which had forded 
the river {till higher, and purfued them to the other 
fide, where they were entirely routed and difperfed ; 
and, receiving afterwards a reinforcement under 
. captain Patten, who was on his march to Ofwego, 
and another of two hundred men from that garri- 
fon, he in ail probability would have deftroyed the 
~ whole French detachment, confifting of feven hun- 
dred men, had not an heavy rain fell, and {welled 
_ the river and rivulets fo much as to render it im- 
practicable to purfue the enemy. The action lafted 
near three hours. Our chief lofs was among the 
battoe-men, by the firft fire from the bufhes; but 
the enemy had about two hundred killed, and fe- 
venty taken prifoners. 

The 
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The parties therefore feparated, Patten and his 
men accompanied the detachment to Ofwego, and 
Bradftreet marched to Schenectady ; from whence 
he repaired to Albany, and acquainted general A- 
bercrombie with the intelligence he had received 
from the prifoners, that the French had affembled 
a confiderable force on the eaftern fide of Lake © 
Ontario, with a numerous artillery, and all other 
implements, to befiege the fort of Ofwego, the 
garrifon of which, by this time, had been reinforced 
to the number of about fourteen hundred men, 
befides three hundred workmen and failors, either 
in the fort, or pofted in fmall parties between the 
fort and a place called Burnet’s Field, to fecure a 
paflagce through the country of the Six Nations, 
who were no longer to be relied on. Upon this in- 
formation, major-general Webb was ordered to 
match with a regiment to the relief of Ofwego. 
But notwithftandine the advantage which the lofs 
of this place would give the enemy in all their fu- 
ture operations, and although the army at Albany 
could mufter twenty-fix hundred regulars, and neat 
feven thoufand provincials, under the command of 
general Winflow, at Fort William-Henry ; their 
march was ftopped by the arrival of Lord Loudon, 
tho’ the neceffaries were providing for their fub- 
fiftence on the road. His prefence did not at all 
contribute to the unanimity of the provincials ; for, 
notwithftanding the imminent danger of Ofwego, 
the province of New-York, and the northern go- 
vernments, infifted upon the reduétion of Crown- 

Point, 


62 BRITISH EMP PRE 


Point, previous to all other operations, as being 
moft dangerous for their country ; and that fome 
regiments of regulars fhould join general Winflow, 
who was marching with feven thouland provincials 
to attempt that conqueft; while the remainder of 
the army fhould remain at Albany, for the defence 
the frontier, in cafe Winflow fhould be defeated ; 
and, though they were at laft prevailed with to 
confent to the march of general Webb, with the 
regiment firft ordered by general Abercrombie, it 
was the 12th day of Auguft before this fupply 
could fet out from Albany ; but on his arrival at 
the Carrying Place, between the Mohawks River 
and Wood’s Creek, he met with the difagreeable 
news that Ofwego was taken, and the garrifon made 
prifoners of war. General Webb, apprehending 
himfelf in danger of being attacked by the enemy, 
therefore, returned to Albany, after having. ren- 
dered Wood’s Creek impaffable to canoes, by fell- 
ing trees, and throwing them into the ftream. 

By this misfortune, the two forts, Ontario and 
Ofwego, were loft. The garrifon, as has been 
‘already obferved, confifted of fourteen hundred 
men, under the command of lieutenant-colonel 
Mercer, a brave experienced officer ; but the fitua- 
tion of the forts was ill chofen, the materials moft- 
ly logs of wood, the defences badly contrived and 
unfinifhed, and, in fhort, the place quite untenable 
againft a regular approach. The marquis de Mont- 
calm, fucceflor to Diefkau, an enterprizing officer, 
_was charged with this expedition, having under his 
i com- 
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command thirteen hundred regulars, feventeen 
hundred Canadians, and a confiderable bedy of In- 
dians. Inthe mean time, notwithftanding his pre- 
cautions, lieutenant-colonel Mercer, who com- 
manded the garrifon, received repeated intelligence 
that the enemy were encamped about thirty miles 
to the eaftward of Ofwego, and particularly, on the 
éth of Auguft, that there was a large encampment 
of French and Indians about twelve miles eaft of 
the fort: he difpatched an exprefs-boat to the com- 
manding officer upon the lake, who was then out on 
a cruize to the weftward, with a brigantine and two 
floops, to acquaint him, that he intended next day 
to fend four hundred men, in whale-boats, to vifit 
the enemy, and defiring him to keep to the ‘eaft- 
ward as much as poflible, in order to cover the 
men in the boats, and hinder the enemy from ap-— 
proaching nearer; but, by fome ftrange negled, 
the veflels returned next day to Ofwego, and, in en- 
deavouring to enter the harbour, the brigantine was 
driven on rocky ground by a gale of wind, where 
fhe lay, beating about, for eighteen hours, and was 
afterwards forced to be hove down. _ 

Monfieur Montcalm, who had proceeded with 
the utmoft caution, to prevent a furprize, having 
gained intelligence of the fituation of the Englith: 
veffels, that the brigantine was ftranded and the 
other two returned into the harbour, took the op- 

portunity of tranfporting his ftores and artillery 
from Fort Frontignac, where he had arrived the 
6th of July; over the lake, to the bay of Nixouri, 
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within a mile and an half of Fort Ontario, the placé 
of general rendezvous; having made admirable dif- 
pofitions to fecure a retreat, in cafe of a mifcarriage. 
His firft care was to block up the fort by water with 
two large armed veffels, and to poft a {trong body 
of Canadians on the road by land, to cut off all 
communication and fuccours from the befieged. 
At another creek, within half a league of Ofwego, 
he erected a battery for the proteétion of his veffels ; 
and on the 12th day of Auguft, at midnight, hav- 
ing made the neceflary difpofitions, he opened the 
trenches before Fort Ontario, with thirty-two pieces 
of cannon, from ten to eighteen pounders, befides 
feveral brafs mortars and howitzers. The garrifon 
kept up a brifk fire till fix o’clock the next evening, 
and killed their principal engineer in the trenches ; 
but the colonel finding the place untenable, and 
having fired away all his fhells and ammunition, 
ordered the cannon to be fpiked up, evacuated the 
fort, and croffed the river to Little-Ofwego Fort, 
which was effected without the lofs of a fingle 
man. 7 

The French general immediately took poffeffion 
of the deferted fort; and, early the fame night, 
began a grand battery, formed in fuch a manner 
that it could not only batter Fort Ofwego, diftant 
about two miles Englifh, and fecure the way from 
thence to l’ort George, fituated on a hill about four 
miles and an half up the river; but alfo annoy the 
entrenchment of Ofwego. 


The 


IN AMERICA. 65 

The troops, to the number of three hundred and 
feventy, or thereabouts, which had retreated from 
Fort Ontario, were ordered immediately to join co- 
lonel Schuyler, who was charged with the defence 
of the fort on the hill, to the weft of the old fort, 
under the direction of Mr. Mackellar, the engi- 
neer : but the advantages propofed by a communi- 
cation between thefe two forts were foon fruftrated, 
from a bold aétion of a body of twenty five hundred 
Canadians and Indians, who fwam acrofs the river in 
the night between the thirteenth and fourteenth, and 
cut off the communication between the two forts. 
The next day, colonel Mercer was unfortunately 
killed by a cdnnon-ball ; and the fort being def- 
titute of all cover, the garrifon left without 2 
commander of equal abilities; demanded a capitu- 
lation the following day ; and furrendered prifoners 
of war, upon condition of their being exempted 
from plunder, carried to Montreal, and treated 
with humanity. To the eternal ftain of Mont 
calm’s reputation, and the French name, thefe arti- 
cles were violated. Under the thameful pretence 
that he could not reftrain the Indians, they were 
fuffered not only to reb,’but to murder feveral of the 
Englifh officers and foldiers, after they had given 
up their arms, and moft inhumanly to fcalp the 
fick and wounded who were in the Englith hofpital : 
they affaffinated lieutenant de la Court, as he lay 
wounded in his tent, under the protection of a 
French officer : finally, Montcalm, in dire& vio- 
lation of the articles, and in contempt of common 
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humanity, delivered twenty of the garrifoa into the 
hands of the Indians ; who, in all probability, were. 
put to death with the moft excruciating tortures, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of thofe favages, (a circum- 
{tance thathe could be no ftranger to) in revenge of 
the fame number of Indianskilled during the fiege. 

The French, having thus made themfelves 
matters of Ofwego, inftantly demolifhed the two 
forts, in which they found one hundred and 
twenty one pieces of artillery, fourteen mortars, 
a great quantity of ammunition, warlike ftores, 
and provifions, befides two floops, and two hun- 
dred battoes ; and embarked with the utmoft 
fpeed for Fort Frontignac, with their prifoners and 
booty, in their way back to Montreal and Que- 
bec. Perhaps the depofiting fuch an important 
magazine in a place altogether indefenfible, is as 
palpable an inftance of folly, temerity, and mifcon- 
duct, as any to be met with in hiftory. 

Thus fell the key of the Lake Ontario, by the 
neglect of the managers, the impropriety and infuf- 
ficiency of the means made ufe of to defend it from 
the attacks of an enemy, from the delays that pre- 
vented a timely relief, and from too great a fear for 
the prefervation of New-York and New-England. 
But the lofs of this poft, the garrifon, and implements 
of war, which had been fo indifcreetly lodged there, 
was not the worft effect of fuch fatal mifcondua. 
The ftopping up Wood’s Creek, the only communi- 
tion from the Mohawks River to Oneyada ; and de- 
ferting and deftroying the forts at the Great Car- 
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tying Place, which, after the lofs of Oiwego, was 
our moft advanced poft. in the country of the Six 
Nations ; a poft fo ftrongly fortified, and fo inac- 
ceffible to the enemy’s artillery, that it might have 
defied the whole French army in America to take 
it 5 together with general Webb’s retreat to the 
German Flats, about fixty miles nearer to Albany; 
expofed the Six Nations, and all the adjacent 
country, to the mercy of the enemy, who were at 
liberty to over-run the fine country on the Mo- 
hawk’s River almoft to Albany, and to penetrate 
into the provinces of Penfylvania, New-Jerfey, 
Maryland, and Virginia. It alfo encouraged the In- 
dians to join our enemies, or obferve a {tri neu- 
trality, when they found we were not able to pro- 
tect them, and the French had performed their pro- 
mife to deftroy Ofwego. 

The earl of Loudon, finding the feafon too far 
advanced to admit of any Entgeptize again{t the 
enemy, applied himfelf to make preparations for an 
early campaign in the {pring, to form an uniform 
plan of action, and to promote a {pirit of harmony 
among the different governments. He caufed 
eaters barracks to be built at Albany, where 
he put his forces into winter-quarters; and pro- 
vided the forts Edward and William-Henry with 
numerous garrifons. 

Fort Granville, on the confines of pap yiyaniae 
an inconfiderable block-houfe, was furprized, plun- 
dered, and burnt, by the enemy, who drove into 
captivity the {mall gatrifon, confifting of twenty- 

F2 two 
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two foldiers, with a few women and children; and 
in their incurfions perpetrated many fhocking 
murders upon the defencelefs inhabitants of the 
frontiers, Inreverice, colonel Armftrong, witha 
party of two hundred and eighty provincials, 
marched from Fort Shirley, on the Juniata River, 
one hundred and fifty miles weft of Philadelphia, 
to Kittanning, an Indian town, the rendezvous of 
the Morian Indians, who had been concerned in de- 
ftroying Fort Granville, fituated twenty-five miles 
abové Fort du Qutefne, on the Chio, a rout of 
One hundred and forty miles, through the woods ; 
with whem he came up in the morning early of the 
fifth day, while the Indian warriors were regaling 
themfelves with a dance. The colonel difcovered 
their fituation by their whooping; and, halting 
about one hundred perches below the town, on 
the bank of the river, prepared his men, and at-_ 
tacked them as foon as the day broke. Captain 
Jacobs, the chief of the Indians, defended his houfe 
bravely, through loop-holes in the logs. The co- 
lonel offered them quarter; but they, fearful of his 
fincerity, refufed to fubmit. By this obftinacy, 
their houfes having been fired, many were fuffo- 
cated and burnt, and captain Jacobs, his fquaw, 
and a boy called the king’s fon, were fhot, as they 
were attempting to efcape through a window, and 
the reft, to the number of near forty, perifhed in 
the aflault. Eleven Englifh prifoners were releafed, 
who had been taken in a fkirmifh by the Indians 


the night before. 
To 


To prevent, as much as poffible, the incurfions 
of the Indians for the future, a ftrong fort was 
built at Winchefter, called Fort Louden. The 
governor of Penfylvania concluded a treaty of peace 
with the Delawar Indians, who inhabit the banks 
of the river Sufquehanna; as the governor of Vir- 
einia did another with the Cherokees~ and Ca- 
tawbas, two powerful neighbouring Indian tribes, 
capable of bringing three thoufand warriors in- 
to the field, four hundred of whom joined the 
Englifh forces at Fort Cumberland. 

No action of great importance diftinguifhed the 
naval tranfactions of this year. On the coafts of 
America, in the beginning of June, captain Spry, 
‘who commanded a fmali fquadron cruizing of 
Louifbourg, in the ifland of Cape Breton, took 
the Arc en Ciel, a French man of war of fey 
guns, having on board fix hundred men, with a 
large quantity of ftores and provifions, for that 
garrifon ; as alfo, another fhip with feventy fol- 
Giers, two hundred barrels of powder, two large 
brafs mortars, and other warlike ftores. And on 
the twenty-feventh of July, Captain Holmes, be- 
ing in the fame latitude, with two fhips of the line, 
and a couple of floops, engaged two French thips 
of the line of fuperior force, and four frigates, 
and obliged them to theer off, after a fharp engage- 
ment. 
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“The CAMPAIGN of 1757. 


H E long meditated attack on Crown-Point 

being for the prefent laid afide, an expedi- 
tion to Louifbourg was fubftituted in its place. On 
the ninth of July, admiral Holborn arrived at Ha- 
lifax, with a {trong reinforcement of menand fhips*, 
by which the earl of Loudon, who waited his arri- 
val at that place, was put at the head of the great- 
eft European army that had ever appeared in North- 
America. Several {mall veflels were now difpatch- 


* The fleet confifted of the following fhips, including one 
fhip of the line and twelve frigates before in North-America. 


Ships. . Men. Guns. Ships, Men. Guns. 
Newark 7c0 80 =Succefs 150 re 
Invincible 700 74 Port Mahon 150 22 
Grafton. 590 68 Nightingale 150 22 
Terrible ~ 630 74 Kennington 150 20 
Northumkerland s2z0 68 Elphingham 150 20 
Captain 580 68 Ferrit floop 120 16 
Orford 520 68 Furnace bomb 1co 616 
Bedford 480 64 ditto 100 «616 
Nafiau 480 64 Vulture floop Ico 14 
Sunderland 400 64 Hunter / 40O 14 
Defiance 400 64 Speedwell go. 12 
Tilbury _ 400 64 Hawke 100 12 
Kingfton 400 60 Gbhbraltar’s Prize 80 43 
Windfoy 350 54 Jamaica 100 14 
Sutherland 306 so Lightning firefhip 50 
W inchelfea 160 24 —. 
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ed to difcover the ftrength of the enemy at Louil- 
bourg ; which returned with the unwelcome news, 
that there was at that time in the ifland of Cape 
Breton fix thoufand regular troops, and three thou-. 
fand militia, befides Indians, together with feventeen 
fhips of the line, and three frigates, moored in the 
harbour of Louifbourg, commanded by M. de Bois 
de la Mothe, who had failed from Breft in May; 
which intelligence was confirmed by letters found 
on board a packet, bound from Louifbourg to 
France, taken by one of the fhips ftationed at 
Newfoundland: the expedition, therefore, was de- 
ferred till fome more convenient opportunity. 

The departure of Lord Loudon, with all the re- 
gular troops to Halifax, gave the French general, 
Montcalm,an opportunity of improving the fucceffes 
of the former campaign. In the very opening 
of the feafon, he had made three different attacks 
on Fort William-Henry, in all which he had been 
repulfed by the bravery and vivilance of the 
garrifon. Colonel Parker, in attempting with 
about four hundred men, in whale and bay 
boats, to diflodge a French advanced guard at 
Ticonderago, was outwitted by the enemy, who 
having waylaid three boats which he had fent 
to. the main land to make difcoveries, and pro- 
cured information of the colonel’s defigns from the 
prifoners, placed three hundred men in ambufh be- 
hind the point where he propofed landing, and 
fent three battoes to the place of rendezvous. Co- 
lonel Parker, miftaking thefe for his own boats, 
eagerly put to fhore, and was furrounded by the 
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enemy, reinforced with four hundred men, who at- 
tacked him with fuch impetuofity that only two of- 
ficers and feventy foldiers, efcaped of the whole de- 
tachment. Montcalm flufhed with this fuccefs, 
and animated by the abfence of Lord Loudon, drew 
his forces together, and made frefh preparations for 
the fiege of Fort William-Henry, fituated on the 
fora coatt of Lake George, with a view to 
command that lake, and protect the Englifh colo- 
nies. The fort was garrifoned by about three thou- 
{and regulars, and general Webb was pofted at no 
great diftance with an army of four thoufand men. 
Montcalm brought againft it near ten thoufand 
troops, including Canadians and Indians, and a 
good train of artillery; and invefted the fort, 
which he immediately fummoned to furrender ; 
out of humanity, as he pretended, it being, as he 
faid, yet in his power to reftrain the cruelties of his 
Indians, and oblige them to obferve a capitulation, 
as none of them were yet killed ; which would not 
be in his power in other circumftances. The gar- 
rifon of the fort, depending on being relieved by 
general Webb, made a brave defence ; but being 
difappointed in their expectations, were obliged on 
the ninth of Auguft, the fixth day of the ep, to 
capitulate, The terms were, that the garrifon and 
troops in the retrenched camp fhould march out 
with their arms, the baggage of the officers and 
foldiers, and all the ufual neceffaries of war, efcort- 
sed by a detachment of French troops, or interpret- 
ers, attached to the Savages. It was agreed, that 
Lee vn the 
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the @ate of the fort fhould be delivered to the 
French troops immediately after the capitulation 
was figned, and the retrenched camp on the de- 
parture of the Englifh forces: that the artillery, 
warlike ftores, provifions, a and in general, every 
thing, except the effects of the officers and foldiers, 
fhould, upon honour, be delivered to his Mott 
Chriftian majefty’s troops ; for which purpofe, it 
was agreed there fhould be delivered with the ca- 
pitulation an exact ftate of the troops, and an in- 
ventory of the ftores: that the garrifon of the fort, 
and the reft of the troops, fhould not ferve for the 
fpace of eighteen months againft his Moft Chriftian 
majefty, or his allies: thatthe officers and foldiers, 
Canadians, women, and Indians, made prifoners by 
land, fince the commencement of the war in Ame- 
rica, be delivered within three months at Carillon ; 
in return for which, an equal number of the garri- 
fon fhould be capacitated to ferve: that an officer 
fhould remain as an hoftage, till the fafe return of 
the efcort fent with the Eng! ith troops: that the 
fick and wounded, not in a condition to be tranf- 
ported to Fort Edward, fhould remain under the 
protection of the marquis de Montcalm, who en- 
‘gaged to ufe them with tendernefs and humanity, 
and to return them as foon as recovered: that pros 
vifions for two days fhould be iffued out for the 
Englifh troops: and that, in teftimony of his 
efteem and refpect for colonel Munro and his gar- 
rifon, on account of their gallant defence, the 
oe ieee | mar- 
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marquis de Montcalm fhould return ene cannon, 
a fix-pounder. | 

Thefe articles: were perfidioufly broke through, 
in almoft every point. The Indians in the Bretichs 
intereft were permitted to commit the moft inhu- 
man cruelties: they plundered the Englith troops 
as they marched out, dragged the indians in the 
Englifh fervice out of their ranks, and tomohawk- 
ed and {calped them ; they ripped up the bellies of 
the women, and acted over again the tragedy at 
Ofwego, in fight of the French army. However, 
the greateft part of the army got fafe, though in a 
wretched condition, to Fort K:dward, after having 
been purfued above feven miles by the Indians; 
and the remainder, flying for protection to the 
French general, were by him fent home. The 
enemy demolifhed the forts, carried off the effects, 
provifions, and artillery, together with the veffel 
that had been conftructed on the lake, and then 
returned to Montreal, without making any further 
‘attempts on the colonies *. 


* * Tp-the month of Joly, the enemy were very near furprizing 
Fort Johnfon by a ftratagem. ‘Their intention was to rafh into 
the fort in the evening, when the gate was opened to admit the 
women, fent out every day to milk the cattle. But being a 
few minutes too late, the gates were luckily fhut before they 
arrived ; upon which they knocked for admiflion, were chal- 
lenged, and fired upon by the centinel. Immediately, the can- 
non were fired, to alarm the country; and the enemy, per- 
ceiving their fcheme bafled, retired precipitately, 
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The expedition to Louifbourg being laid a- 
fide, adaviral Holbourne, no longer embarraf- 
fed with the care of tranfports, failed for Louif 
bourg with fifteen fhips of the line, four frigates, 
anda firefhip. On the twentieth of Auguft he ap- 
peared before the harbour, and faw the French ad- 
miral make the fignal to unmoor ; but being great- 
ly inferior in ftrength to the enemy, did nor chufe 
to rifk an engagement, and therefore returned to 
Halifax: but being reinforced about the middle 
of September with four fhips of the line, he again 
failed to Louifbourg, with an intention to draw the 
enemy toa battle. La Mothe, the French admi- 
ral, was however too prudent to hazard an engage- - 
ment, the lofs of which muft have expofed all the 
French colonies to the attempts of the Englith. 
Vhe fquadron continued cruizing before the har- 
bour of Louifbourg until the twenty-fifth, when 
they were overtaken by aterrible ftorm. In about 
twelve hours, they were driven within two miles of 
the breakers on the coaft of that ifland, when 
the wind providentially fhifted, and faved the 
| whole {quadron from inevitable deftruction, except 
one, which was loft on the rocks, and about half 

the crew perifhed. - Eleven fhips were difmafted, 
others threw their guns overboard, and the whole 
returned to England, in a fhattered condition. 

Thus ended the third campaign in America, 
by fea and land, where, with twenty thoufand 
regular troops, and a navy of twenty fhips of 
the line, nothing was done againft the enemy ; 

our forts were taken from us, our Indians left 
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defencelefs to the mercy of the enemy, and a large 
traét of country relinquifhed, to the eternal re- 
proach and difgrace of the Britifh name. 


The CAMPAIGN of 1758. 


ae HE Enelifn miniftry, being greatly diffatis- 
fied with the conduct of the war in America, 
~ Jord Loudon was recalled; and the command there, 
of courfe, devolved upon general Abercrombie. 
The army then in America confifted of fifty thoufand 
_ troops, of whom twenty-two thoufand were regu 
lars, exclufive of the fleet and marines. The 
troops being divided into three detached bodies, as 
the objects of operation were various, were headed by 
three diftin&t leaders. Twelve thoufand men were 
deftined for an attempt upon Louifbourg, under the 
command of major-general Amherft ; fixteen thou- 
fand, under the general himfelf, were referved for 
the reduction of Crown-Point ; and eight thoufand, 
under the direction of brigadier-general Forbes, 

were allotted for the conqueft of Fort du Quefne. 
The reduction of Louifbourg, being an object of 
immediate confideration, was undertaken with all 
poflible difpatch. On the twenty-eighth of May, 
general Amherft embarked his troops at Halifax, 
in Nova-Scotia, and failed for Louifbourg, with the 
Englifh fquadron, confifting of twenty-one line of 
battle fhips, and twenty frigates, commanded by ad- 
wiral Bofcawen,that had arrived fromEngland fome 
time 
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time before ; the whole fleet, including tranfports, 
amounted to one hundred and fifty fail. On the 
fecond of June, the fleet came fafely to an anchor in 
Gabarus Bay, about feven miles to the weftward of 
Louifbourg. The garrifon of this place was com- 
pofed of two thoufand five hundred regular troops, 
and three hundred militia, formed of the burghers, 
under the command of the Chevalier Drucour; and, 
foon after the landing of the Enelifh forces, the 
enemy was reinforced by three hundred and fifty 
Canadians, including fixty Indians. The mouth 
of the harbour was guarded by fix fhips of the 
line and five frigates, three of which were funk 
acrofs the harbour’s mouth, in order to render the 
paffage impaffable to the Englifh fleet. The go- 
vernor had taken every precaution in his power to 
prevent a landing: he had drawn entrenchments in 
every part where he fuppofed it poffible to land, 
{upported them with batteries in convenient places, 
and lined them with a numerous infantry. But 
though this chain of pofts extended two leagues 
and an half along the moft acceffible parts of the 
beach, fome fpots ftill remained unfortified ; and 
on one of thefe the Eneolifh forces were difem- 

barked. | sprees 
Upon the firft appearance of the Englifh fleet, 
the French governor, Drucour, fent out feveral de- — 
tachments to obferve their motions; but general 
Ambherft, by fending feveral floops, under a ftrong 
convoy, towards L.orembec, beyond the mouth of 
the harbour, drew the enemy’s attention to that 
| I part 
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part of the ifland, while a landing was actually ef- 
fected on the other fide of the town, on the eighth 
of June, under the command of brigadier-general 
Wolfe ; feveral floops and frigates having pre- 
vioufly fcoured the beach with their fhot. The 
difembarkation, however, was attended with many 
difficulties, from a violent furf which rolied impe- 
tuoufly on the beach, and a fevere fire of cannon 
and mufquetry from the enemy, who referved their 
fhot till the boats were almoft clofe to the fhore. 
Wolfe, however, purfued his point, with admirable 
courage and deliberation ; and the foldiers, though 
the fire of the enemy did great execution, and 
many boats were overfet and broke to pieces, 
fupported and encouraged in all difficulties, by the 
example, fpirit, and condudt, of their truly gallant 
commander, leaped into the water, gained the 
fhore, (the general himfelf being among the firft 
who landed), and fell upon the enemy with fuch or- 
der and refolution, that they foon obliged them to 
fly in confufion. But the difficulty of landing ar- 
tillery and ftores: in boifterous weather, added to 
the nature of the ground, which, being marfhy, 
was unfit for the conveyance of heavy cannon, re- 
tarded the operations of the fiege, which were car- 
ried on with great circum{pection by general Am- 
herft. 
‘The firft thing done was to fecure a point called 
the Lighthoufe-Battery, from whence they might 
play upon the French fhips in the harbour, which 
were capable of bringing all their guns to bear upon 
the 
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_ the approaches of the befiegers, and on the batte- 
ries on the other fide of the harbour. General » 
‘Wolfe performed this fervice with his ufual con- 
dua, activity, and bravery ; and took poffeffion of 
this and all the other pofts in that quarter. His 
fire from this poft, on the twenty-fifth, filenced 
the ifland battery, which was that moft immediately 
oppofed tohis. Inthe interim, the befieged made 
‘feveral fallies, but with very little effect: but the 
fhips in the harbour ftill continued to bear upon 
him, until the twenty-firft of the following month, 
whieh one of them blew up, and communicating the 
fire to two others, they alfo were, in a fhort time, 
confumed to the water.edge. The regular ap- 
proaches conducted by the engineers, under the 
immediate command and infpection of general Am- 
herft, were now carried on with vigour, and drew 
near the covered way, and things were in a good 
condition to make a lodgment on it; the enemy’s 
fire was confiderably flackened ; the town was con- 
fumed to the ground, in many places; and the 
works had fuffered much, in every part. Yet the 
enemy {till delaying to furrender, the admiral, who 
had, during the whole fiege, co-operated with the 
general with remarkable ‘harmony, chearfully affift- 
ing him with cannon and other implements, with 
detachments of marines to maintain pofts on fhore, 
with parties of feamen to act as pioneers, and afi 
in working the guns and mortars ; notwithftanding 
the feverity of ee weather, refolved on a asks, 
which, by being decifive of the poffeffion of the 

harbour, 
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harbour, might make the reduétion of the town a 
matter of little difficulty. He accordingly fent fix 
hundred feamen in boats, to take or burn the two 
fhips of the line which remained ; and, if fuccefs- 
ful in this attempt, he propofed the next day to 
fend in fome of his great fhips, to batter the town 
on the fide of the harbour. This fcheme was fuc- 
cefsfully executed by captains Laforey and Balfour, 
who entering the harbour, in the night between the — 
twenty-fifth and twenty-fixth days of the month, 
in {pite of the fire from the French fhips and bat- 
teries, boarded them, fword in hand, and made 
themfelves mafters of both the fhips ; one of which 
was fet on fire and deftroyed, being aground, but 
the other was towed out of the harbour in triumph. 

This ftroke, in fupport of the {pirited endeavours 
of the Jand forces, was conclufive ; the French go- 
vernor, finding it impoffible to ftand an affault, and 
divers practicable breaches being effected, capitu- 
Jated on the next. day, by which he and his garrifon 
became prifoners of war. Thus, at the expence 
of about four hundred men, killed or wounded, the 
important ifland of Cape Breton, and ftrong town 
of Louifbourg, were taken; in which the victors 
found two hundred and twenty-one pieces of can= 
non, and eighteen mortars, with a very large quan- 
tity of ftores and ammunition. The inhabitants 
werefent to France in Englifh fhips; but the gar- 
rifon, fea-officers, failors, and marines, amounting, 
in the whole, to five thoufand fix hundred and thirty- 
feven, were carried prifoners to England. 


As 
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As this ifland, andthe town of Louifbourg, were 
of the greateft importance to France, and the cen- 
tre of their valuable Gthery, a conftant repofitory 
for their privateers, who from thence in great 
numbers infefted the colonies, and the key to their 
fettlements cn the continent of North-America 3 a 
defcription of both, while they remained in the 
hands of the enemy, will not, we hope, prove 
difagreeable to the reader, efpecially as the ifland 
is now ceded to England, the fortifications de- 
molifhed, and the ftrong forts and batteries 
rendered a confufed heap of ruins. | 

The town of Louifbourg, in the ifland of Cape 
Breton, was fituated in the latitude of 45 deg. 50. 
min, north, and 58 deg. 35 min. weft, of the me- 
ridian of London. It was of a middling fize ; 

the houfes of wood, on ftone foundations, which 
were carried about fix feet above the ground, 
The town was walled, and extremely well fortified 
in the modern manner: there was, indeed, one part 
without any wall, for about an hundred yards; but 
it would have been here quite unneceffary, the fea 
flowing clofe to the town, and therefore a pallifadoe 
was judgedia fufficient defence. Even fmall barks 
could not approach it, for want of a fufficient depth 
of water ; and fhips were obliged to keep at a very 
-confiderable diftance, on account of rocks and 
fhoals. Befides, there were two collateral baftions, 
which flanked this part very advantageoufly. In 
the centre of one of the chief baftions was a {trong 
building, with a moat on the fide tuwards the town, 
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which was called the citadel, though it had neither 
artillery nor a ftructure proper to receive any : the 
entrance to it, indeed, was over a draw- bridge; on 
one fide of which was a corps de garde, and ad- 
vanced centinels on the other. Within this build- 
ing were the apartments for the governor, the bar- 
racks for the garrifon, and the arfenal ; and under 
the platform of the redoubt, a magazine, always 
well furnifhed with military ftores. The parifh 
church alfo.ftood within the citadel ; and without 
it was another,. belonging to the hofpital of St. Jean 
de Dieu, an elegant, fpacious ftructure, though 
‘founded long fince. 

The harbour is large and fafe, but the entrance 
very narrow ; being confined between an ifland, on 
which was a ftrong fort, and the oppofite fide, 
where wasa very high tower, made ufe of asa light- 
houfe. Here was a large fortification, called the 
Royal Battery, which defended the mouth of the 
harbour; and beyond it another fort, built farther 
within the harbour. From this fort the coaft 
winds inward, and forms a large bay, with a good 
depth of water, defended from all winds ; and here 
the large veffels were laid up in winter; but in 
furmer they anchored before the town, at about a 
quarter of a league diftance ; though {maller fhips 
' might come within a cable’s length of the fhore, 
and lie quiet from all winds except the eaft, which 
blows right into the harbour’s mouth. 

The entrance of the harbour is very fafe, there 
being only one rock, which is under water ; but the 
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fands near it are dry. In winter, however, the 
harbour is entirely frozen over: that feafon begins | 
here towards the end of November, and latts till 
“May or June. Sometimes the frofts fet in fooner, 
and are more intenfe; it not being uncommon for 
the harbour to be wholly frozen over in October. 

The ifland produces a great quantity of timber , 
particularly oaks of a prodigious fize, pines fit for 
matts, cedar, afh, plane-trees, and afpins, and con- 
tains excellent coal-mines. The great length, and 
intenfe cold, of the winters, being a great impedi- 
ment to agriculture, the inhabitants made fifhing 
their fole occupation ; and their example was fol- 
lowed by the inhabitants of St. John’s, a fmall adja- 
cent ifland in the gulph of St. Laurence, which fub- 
mitted immediately, upon the reduction of Louif- 
_bourg. } 

In the mean time, the military operations on the 
continent were carried on with equal vigour. The 
forces under the immediate condud of general 
Abercrombie, confifting of near feven thoufand re- 
gular troops and ten thoufand Provincials, embar)z- 
ed, i, the beginning of July, on the Lake George, 
in the neighbourhood of Lake Champlain, on 
board of nine hundred batteaus, and one hundred 
and thirty-five whale-boats, with provifions, artil-. 
Jery, and ammunition ; feveral pieces of artillery be- 
ing mounted on rafts to cover the intended landing, 
which was effected without oppofition. The gene- 
ral then formed his troops into three columns, and 
matched againft Ticonderoga, a fort, ficuated on a 
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point of land between Lake George and a nar- 
row gut communicating with Lake Champlain, 
fecured by a morafs in front, and on the other three 


fides furrounded with water. 


‘The enemy’s advanced guard fled on his ap- 
proach, with great precipitation, deferting a logged 
camp, after having burnt their tents, 8c. The coun- 


‘try was alla thick wood, thro’ which the Englifh 


forces continued their march, but found it impaf- 


fable, with any regularity, for fuch a body of men 3 


and the guides proving extremely unfkilful, the 
troops were bewildered, and the columns broken, 
falling in one upon another. Lord Howe, at the 
head of the right centre column, fell in with a party. 
of French regulars,, of about four huadred men, 


--who had loft their way in their retreat from their 


advanced poft: a fkirmifh enfued, in which the 
enemy were routed, with confiderable lofs; one 
hundred and forty-eight being taken prifoners, 
including five officers. This trifling advantage 
was dearly bought with the lofs of lord Howe, 
who fell in the beginning of the action, unfpeakably 


regretted ; having diftinguifhed himfelf, in a pecu- 
iar manner, by his courage, aétivity, and rigid 


obfervation of military difcipline, and acquired the 
efteem and love of the foldiery by his generofity, 


-fweetnefs of manners, and engaging addrefs. The 


or a = faite = 
troops were now fo greatly fatigued and difordered, 


from want of reft and refrefhment, that general 


Abercrombie thought it advifeable to march back 
to the landing place. As foon as the men were re- 
covered 


tN AMERICA. 85 
covered from their fatigue, lieutenant-colonel Brad- 
{treet was detached with a regiment of regulars, 
fix companies of Royal Americans, and a body 

of Rangers, to take pofleffion of a faw-mill in 
the neighbourhood of Ticonderoga, which had 
‘been dafsrtee by the enemy. 

“Abercrombie having fecured this poft, advanced 
to Ticonderoga, where the enemy had made a very 
{trong line, upwards of eight feet high, on that 
part a, the front where the morafs failed, defended 
by cannon, and near fix thoufand men, including 
Canadians and Indians. A great number of felled 
trees, with their branches ounene were {pread 
before the entrenchment, which projected in fucha 
manner as to render it almoft inacceffible. 

‘Neverthelefs, the engineer who was fent to recon- 
noitre the place, made fo favourable a report of the 
entrenchment, that it appeared practicable to force 
it by mufquetry alone ; and, in confequence there- 
of, the fatal refolution was taken not to wait the ar- 
rival of the artillery, which could not be eafily 
brought up, on account of the badnefs of the 
ground ; but to attack the enemy, without lofs of 
time. The general was confirmed in this precipi- 
tate refolution, by the account he received from his 
prifoners, that a body of three thoufand men, under 
- Monf. de Levy, were on their march to join the 
enemy, and were very fhortly expected to arrive. 
This officer had been detached to make an irrup- 
tion through the pafs of Oneyada, on the Mohawks 
River, but had been recalled, before he could exe- 
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cute this defign, upon intelligence of general Aber- 
crombie’s approach to Ticonderoga *. 

When the attack began, the ftrength of the 

enemies lines, which had been fo little forefeen, 
was but too feverely felt. Though the troops 
behaved with the utmoft fpirit and gallantry, they. 
fuffered fo terribly in their approaches, and made 
fo little impreffion on the intrenchment, that the 
general feeing their repeated and obftinate efforts 
fail of fuccefs, (being upwards of four hours ex- 
pofed to a moft terrible fire from the enemy, who 
were fo well covered, that they could with the 
greateft deliberation direct their fire without the 
leaft danger to themfelves), thought it neceflary to 
order a retreat. The army retired unmolefted to 
-their former camp, to the fouthward of Lake 
George, the evening after the action, with the 
lofs of about eighteen hundred men, killed or 
wounded, including a great number of officers. 
Every corps behaved on this unfortunate occafion, 
with the greateft intrepidity; but the greateft lofs 
was fuftained by lord John Murray’s highland re- 
giment, of which above half of the private men, 
and twenty-five officers were either killed or defpe- 
rately wounded, 

To repair this misfortune, general Abercrom- 
bie detached colonel Bradftreet with three thou- 


* Brigadier Stanwix was afterwards fent thither, with a 
confiderable body of Provincials ; and this important pafs fe- 
cared by a fort built at that juncture. ; 
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fand Provincials, againft Fort Frontenac, fituated 
on the north fide of the river St. Laurence, where 
it takes its rife from the Lake Ontario. The co- 
lonel had fome time fince formed a. plan for 
making himfelf mafter of this place; he accor- 
dingly, after having furmounted great difficulties, 
penetrated with his army, to the eaftern bank of 
the Lake Ontario, where embarking on board 
feveral floops and batteaus, provided for that pur- 
pofe, he landed within a mile of Fort Frontenac, 
the garrifon of which, confifting of one hundred 
and ten men and a few Indians, furrendered at 
difcretion in lefs than two days after it had been 
. attacked, without the lofs of a fingle man on our 
fide. The fort itfelf was inconfiderable and badly 
conftructed, being only a fquare of one hundred 
yards ; and hensh it contained fixty cannon, only 
half of them were mounted, and fixteen {mall 
mortars. Nine armed floops were taken and 
burnt, and an immenfe quantity of provifions 
and merchandize, defigned for their troops on the 
Ohio, and their garrifons. to the fouthward and 
weftward. The fort poorly fortified and weakly © 
garrifoned for a poft of fuch importance, being the 
magazine for all their weftern and fouthern gar- 
rifons and Indian allies, was demolifhed, agreeable 
to general Abercrombie’s inftructions. Colonel 
Bradftreet having performed this important fervice, 
returned fafely to Ofwego. This was a fevere 
blow. to the enemy, whofe troops to the fouth- 
ward were now in danger of ftarving ; but it is 
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not eafy to conceive the general’s reafon for giving 
orders to abandon a poft fo {trong by nature, that 
if it had been properly fortified and garrifoned, 
and the veflels preferved and kept cruifing on the 
lake, it might have rendered the Englifh matters 
of Lake Ontario, and have terribly harraffed the 
enemy, both in their commerce and expeditions 
to the weftward. 

However, in all probability, the fuccefs of co- 
—Jonel Bradftreet greatly facilitated that of the ex- 
pedition againft Fort du Quefne, under general 
Forbes ; who with his little army of fix thoufand 
men, began his march from Philadelphia for the 
River Ohio, in the beginning of July, through 
a prodigious tract of eonitry, tery little Soh: 
and rendered almoft impaffable by woods, moun- 
tains, and moraffes, being continually harraffed on 
his route by the French fndiavs. Having pene- 
trated with the main body as far as Ray’s-town, 
diftant ninety miles from Fort du Quefne, and 
advanced colonel Bouquet with two thoufand men, 
to Lyal Henning, fifty miles farther ; that officer’ 
detatched major Grant, at the head of eight hun- 
dred men, to reconnoitre the fort and its out- 
works ; but the enemy fuddenly fallying out, on 
his approach, with a large body of forces, the 
colonel, after a fevere engagement that lafted three 
_ hours, being overpowered with numbers, was obliged 

to retreat with the lofs of three hundred men, 
killed or taken prifoners, including major Grant, 
wha was carried prifoner to Fort du Quefne, and 
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nineteen officers. But this was the enemy’s latt 
fuccefs, for the main body. of the army being 
conducted with. greater fkill and circumfpection, 
baffied all their attempts ; fo that being now 
convinced by feveral fkirmifhes, that all their 
attempts to furprize the troops and interrupt their: 
communication were in vain; and their Indians 
wavering in their obedience, in proportion as the 
Eneglifh army advanced, they difmantled and 
abandoned the fort, and fell down the Ohio, on 
the twenty-fourth of November, towards their 
more fouthern fettlements on the Miffifippi. The 
next day general Forbes erected the Englifh flag 
on Fort du Quefne, which he named Pitfburgh: 
and havifig repaired its works, left. a garrifon 
of Provincials there, and concluded a treaty of 
friendfhip and alliance with the Indian tribes; 
and on his march back to Philadelphia built a 
blockhoufe, near: Lyat Henning, for the defence 
of Penfylvania;. but his conftitution being deli- 
cate, died of fatigue, before the army arrived at 
that province. Thus, without the leaf refift- 
ance, in the third year after the commencement 
of hoftilities, we became matters of the fortrefs, 
the contention for which had kindled up the 
flames of fo deftructive and general a war; and, 
notwithftanding the unhappy affair at Ticonderoga, 
the campaign proved highly advantageous and 
honourable to the Englifh intereft. . Louifbourg, 
St. John’s, Frontenac, and Du Quefne reduced, 
-sémoved from the colonies all terror of the Indian 

incur 
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incurfions, drew from the French thofe ufeful al- 
lies, freed the frontiers from the yoke of their ene- 
my’s forts, made their fupplies difficult, their com- 
munications precarious, and all their defenfive, 
or offenfive operations ineffectual ; while their coun- 
try, uncovered of its principal bulwarks, laid open 
to the heart, and afforded the moft pleafing prof- 
pects of fuccefs from the vigorous meafures in- 

tended to be purfued in the enfuing campaign. 
The French, as has been already feen, by artful 
infinuations, had drawn moft of the Indian nations 
from their alliance with Great Britain, and infti- 
gated thofe favages to commit the moft horrid 
‘. aéts of barbarity on the innocent inhabitants of 
the back fettlements: but the time was now come 
when their perfidious falfities loft their prevailing 
power. A grand aflembly of the Indian nations 
was held at Eafton, about ninety miles from Phi- 
ladelphia, and a formal treaty concluded between 
Great Britain and fifteen Indian tribes, inhabiting 
the vaft tract of country lying between the Apa- 
Jachian mountains and the lakes. The Twightees, 
an Indian tribe, fettled between the Ohio and the 
Jakes, did not, however, affift at this affembly, 
though fome fteps had been taken towards an al- 
Jiance with them. The conferences were managed 
by the governors of Penfylvania and New Jerfey, 
accompanied by Sir William Johnfon’s deputy for 
Indian affairs, four members of the council of 
Penfylvania, fix members of the affembly, two 
agents for New Jerfey, and a great number of 
planters 
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planters and citizens of Philadelphia, chiefly Quakers. 
The names of the Indian nations which affifted at 
this treaty were the Mohawks, Oneidoes, Onon- 
dagoes, Cayugas, Senecas, Tufcaroras, Nantico- 
gues, Conoys, Tuteloes, Chugnuts, Delawares, 
Unamies, Minifinks, Mohicons, and Wappingers, 
the whole number of Indian deputies and chiefs 
amounting to five hundred, including their women 
and children. The deputies of the Six Nations 
expreffed their refentment on the occafion, for 
fome exceffes committed by the Englifh on their 
people. The Delawares and Minifinks complained, 
that the Englifh had encroached on their lands, and — 
given the firft occafion for hoftilities. ‘There was 
alfo a mifunderftanding between the Indians them- 
felves, the chiefs of the Six Nations taking umbrage 
at the importance affumed by Teedyufcung, one of 
the Delawares, over whom, as their defcendants, they 
exercife a kind of parental authority ; fo that the 
principal bufinefs of the Englith governors, was to 
afcertain the limits of the lands in difpute, recon- 
cile the Six Nations with the Delawares their ne- 
phews, remove every caufe of complaint againft the 
Englifh, detach them from the French intereft, and 
induce them to exert their influence in perfuading 
the Twightees to accede to this treaty. Thefe 
favages, though poffefed of few ideas, their 
_ mental faculties circumfcribed within very nar- 
row bounds, and their behaviour brutal and fero- 
cious, yet conduct themfelves in matters of impor- 
tance to the community, by the general maxims 
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of reafon and juftice; and their treaties; though 
managed in a ridiculous manner, are founded upon 
good fenfe and found reafon. Their language ts 
harfh, guttural, and polyfyllabical; and their fpeech 
confifts of hyperbolical metaphors and fimiles, that 
give it an aif of dignity, and heighten the expreffion. 
They manage their conferences by means of wam- 
pum, a kind of beads formed out of a hard fhell, 
and either ftrune in fingle rows, or fewed on 
broad belts of different dimenfions, according to 
the importance of the flibje¢t.. Thefe belts are ex- 
changed whenever a propofition is offered, an an- 
{wer made; a promife corroborated, a declaration 
attefted, or a treaty confirmed. The conferences 
Jafted eighteen days; and the precifion with which 
the Indians treated was wonderful: for they re- 
quired fatisfaction for,and mentioned every life their 
countrymen had loft, and the {malleft damage they 
had fuftained. Atlength, every article being fettled, 
to the approbation of all parties, the Indians were 
. gratified with valuable prefents, and returned the 
next day to their refpective places of abode, feem- 
ingly with a hearty dereftatidn of the French. 


The er of 1759. 


T! H E Indians being once more united to the 
Englith intereft, inftead of employitig’ the 


whole ftrength of our arms againft one objeG, 
which would have rendered our natural fuperiority 
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of litttle ufe, by fuffering the enemy to collect, as 
they had hitherto done, their ftrength into one fingle 
point ; it was propofed, this year, to fall as nearly as 
poffible at the fame time upon Crown Point, Nia- 
gara, Quebec, and the forts to the fouth of Lake 
Erie: that by thus diftracting and weakening the | 
enemy, all Canada might fall in one campaign. 
The different expeditions were planned in fuch a 
manner as to affift each other. General Wolfe, who 
- had fo eminently diftinguifhed himfelf at the fiege 
of Louifbourg, was to proceed up the river St. Law- 
rence as foon as the navigation fhould be free from 
ice, with a body of eight thoufand men, anda 
'ftrong fquadron of fhips from England, to befiege 
Quebec, the capital of Canada. General Am- 
herft, the commander in chief, at the head of twelve 
thoufand troops, was to reduce Ticonderoga and © 
Crown Point, then crofs Lake Champlain, and 
proceeding alone the banks of the river Richlieu, to 
the river St. Lawrence, join general Wolfe before 
Quebec. Brigadier-general Prideaux with a third 
~ body of troops, affifted by a confiderable number of 
Indians, affembled by the influence and under the 
command of SirWilliam Johnfon, had orders to at- 
tack the French fort near the fall of Niagara, which 
commanded in a manner all the interior parts of 
North America, and was a key to the whole conti-~ 
nent. As foon as this fort wascarried, the general 
was to embark on the Lake Ontario, fall down the 
river St. Lawrence, make himfelf mafter of Mon- 
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treal, and then join general Amherft. General 
Stanwix commanded a {maller detachment for re- 
ducing the forts on the Ohio, and fcouring the 
- banks of the Lake Ontario. It was imagined that 
if general Prideaux’s fcheme, in addition to its own 
end, fhould not facilitate either of the other two 
capital undertakings, it would probably, as Nia- 
gara was the moft important place the French had 
in that part of the world, make them draw together 
all the troops they had upon the lakes, to attempt 
its relief, which would leave the forts on thofe lakes 
expofed. In reality it had that effect. 

The army under general Amherft was the firft in 
motion. Lake George, or, as the Freach called 
it, Lake Sacrament, is a long, but, in propor- 
tion, narrow body of water, about forty miles in 
Jength, and inclofed on either fide with marfhy 
grounds, which communicates by another long, 
and very narrow ftreight, with Lake Champlain. 
This ftreight was fecured at each fide by a fort; 
that to the fide of Lake George was called Ticon- 
deroga, that towards the Champlain Lake was call- 
ed Fort Frederic, or Crown Point, both extremely 
{trong by their fituation ; and the former had re- 
pulfed our troops with confiderable lofs laft year, as 
hasbeen already related. The general pafied Lake 
George without the leaf{t oppofition from the ene- 
my ; though the progrefs of his operations had 
been {fo greatly retarded by impediments thrown 
in his way by certain individuals of great influence 
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in America, that the feafon was far advanced be- 
fore he croffed the lake. On his arrival before 
Ticonderoga, the French at firft feemed determined 
to defend the place ; but perceiving the Englith 
general both prudent, cautious, and refolute, and 
being perfectly acquainted with the ftrength of 
our forces, having alfo orders to retreat from 
place to place towards the centre of their operations 
at Quebec, rather than run the leaft rifque of being 
made prifoners of war ; they abandoned this ftrong | 
poft in the night of the 27th of July, after having 
damaged its fortifications as much as the time 
would poffibly admit, and retired to Crown Point. 
General Amherft immediately fet himfelf about 
repairing the works of this ftrong poft, which ef- 
fectually fecured Lake George, covered the fron- 
tiers of New York, and was of fuch vaft import- 
ance to enable him to pufh forward his offenfive 
operations, or to favour his retreat if unfuccefsful. 
In the mean time he continually detached fcouting 
parties into the neighbourhood of Crown Point, in 
order to watch the motions of the enemy ; and al- 
though he had room to imagine that the fame rea- 
fons which had induced them to abandon their lines 
at Ticonderoga, would induce them alfo to eva- _ 
cuate Crown Point, he took all his meafures with 
the fame care and caution as if he had expected an 
obftinate defence, and an attempt to furprize him 
on his march ; mindful how fatal too much {fe- 
curity had proved to us in this part of the world 
on many occafions. One of his icouting parties 
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brought intelligence, on the firft of Auguft, 
that the French had abandoned Crown Point, 
as he had forefeen, after fetting the fort on 
fire, a body of rangers were immediately dif- 
patched to take poffeffion of the place, and the ge- 
neral himfelf embarked with the reft of the army, 
and on the 4th day of the month, arrived at the 
fort, where the troops were immediately encamp- 
ed. Being thus in. poffeffion of the moft important 
poft in this part of the country, he immediately 
laid the foundations of a new fort for the farther 
fecurity of the Britifh dominions on that fide, and 
to prevent the incurfions of fcalping parties, by 
whom the frontier plantations had fo dreadfully 
faffered. Hitherto the French had been actual- 
ly eftablifhed in the heart of our territories, fo 
that during a war of three years we had in fact been 
only acting on the defenfive; but now the {fcene 


was changed. 
The general, foon after his arrival at Crown 


Point received: information, that the enemy, to 
the number of three thoufand five hundred men, 
under the command of Monfieur de Bourle- 
maque, with a ftrong train of artillery, had re- 
tired to Ifle au Noix, (ituated near the north eaft 
extremity of Lake Champlain ; and that the lake 
was occupied by four large vefitls mounted with 
cannon, and manned with piquets from different 
regiments, under the direétion of Monf, le Bras, 
a captain in the French navy, affifted by Monf. de 
Rigal and other fea officer; with which they 

hoped 
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hoped to prevent the progrefs of the Englith into 
the interior parts of Canada. In confequence of 
this advice, . general Aimhertt, who had_ for fome 
time employed captain Loring in building of vef- 
fels at Ticonderoga, : being feniibls of the confe- 
quence of a naval fuperiority on the lake, ‘directed 
him to launch, as expeditioufly as-poffible, a floop 
of fixteen guns, and afloat of timber eighty-four. 
feet in length, capable of carrying fix large can- 
non, together with a brigantine.. Thefe vedfiels 
being ready for fea by: the 11th of Odober, the 
general embarked with the whole army. in batteaus, 
in order to attack the enemy; but the weather 
growing tempeftuous, he was forced to take thelter 
ina bay onthe weftern fhore, where the-men were — 
landed for refefhment: | In the interim} captain 
Loring, with his fmall fquadron, failed down the 
lake, chaced a French fchooner,; and drove three 
of their veffels into a bay, where two of them were 
funk, and one run aground by their own. crews, 
who by that means made their efcape: the laft, 
however, was repaired and brought off by captain 
Loring, fo that now the enemy had only. one. 
{chooner remaining. General Amherft, after hav- 
ing remained fome days. wind-bound, reimbarked. 
his troops and proceeded on-his voyage; but the 
ftorm that had abated, beginning to blow again 
with redoubled fury, fo as to render it impoflible 
for boats to live on the lake; the feafon’ for aGtion 
being over, and winter fetting in with the moft ri- 
gorous ee he found-it was impoffible.to ac- 
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complifh his defign, and therefore returned to the 
fame bay where he had before taken fhelter, relanded 
his troops, and marched back toCrown Point,which 
he reached the 21{t of October. Having fecured a 
fuperiority on the lake, his attention was now wholly 
employed in erecting the new fortrefs at Crown 
Point, and three {mall out-forts for its better de- 
fence ; in opening roads of communication be 
tween Ticonderoga and the provinces of New 
Hampfhire and Maffachufets Bay ; and in making 
difpofitions for the winter quarters of his troops, 
fo as to protect the back colonies from the inroads 
of the enemy. 

During this whole fummer he received not the 
leaft intelligence of general Wolfe’s operations, ex- 
cept a few hints contained in fome letters relating 
to the exchange of prifoners, fent from the French 
general, Montcalm, who gave him to underftand, 
that Mr. Wolfe had landed in the neighbourhood 
of Quebec, and feemed refolved to befiege that 
city: that he had honoured him (the French gene- 
ral) with feveral notes, fometimes filled with 
threats, fometimes couched in a foothing ftrain ; 
adding, that they were determined to give him bat- 
tle foon, and that a few days would determine the 
fate of Quebec. But his communication continued 
open with the army under general Prideaux, and 
he received advice before he left Ticonderoga, that 
the expedition againft Niagara had proved fuccefs- 
ful. 

General Prideaux, reinforced by the Indian 
auxiliaries under Sir William Johnfon, advanced 

to 
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to the cataract of Niagara, without meeting with 
the leaft obftruction, and invefting the fort about 
the middle of July, carried on his approaches with 
great vigour, until the 2oth of that month, when 
vifiting the trenches, he was unfortunately killed 
by the burfting of a cohorn. As foonas this acci- 
dent happened, an exprefs was difpatched to general 
Amherft, who, without lofs of time, fent brigadier- 
general Gage from Ticonderoga to affume: the 
command of the army : but the command, which 
in the interim had devolved upon Sir William 
Johnfon, could not have been: betterbettowed. He 
omitted nothing to continue the vigorous meafures 
adopted by the deceafed general ; and puthed 
on the fiege with fo much alacrity, that in a few 
days the approaches were brought within one hun- 
_ dred yards of the covered way. 

The enemy, alarmed at the imminent danger of 
this important place, collected all the regular 
troops and Canadians which they could draw from 
Detroit, Venango, Prefque Ifle, and all their 
pofts about the Jakes, and a large body of In- 
dians, in order to reinforce the garrifon at Nia- 
gara. The whole detachment amounted to feven-. 
teen hundred men, under the command of Monf. 
d’Aubry. General Johnfon, being informed of 
their approach, made the neceffary difpofitions for 
intercepting them in their march. The light in- 
fantry and piquets were pofted, in the evening, to 
the left; on the road leading from the Fall of Nia- 
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gara to the fortrefs; and were reinforced in the 
morning early with the grenadiers, and part of 
the forty-fixth regiment, commanded by lieute- 
nant-colonel Mafley ; whilft another regiment, un- 
der the command of lieutenant-colonel Farquhar, 
was pofted at the tail of the works, in order to 
fupport the guard of the trenches. The Indians 
in the Englifh fervice were placed on his flank. 
In the mean time, the French continued their 
march, and about eight in the morning difcovered 
the Englifh army, drawn up in order of battle. 
The Indians, under the command of Sir William 
Johnfon, advanced to fpeak with their country- 
men who ferved in the French army ; but they de- 
clined this conference, and immediately uttered 
the horrible fcream called the war-whoop, which 
had now loft its effeét among the Britith forces, 
and began the attack with the greateft impetuofi- 
ty. But the enemy were fo well received, that in 
about half an hour their whole army was routed. 
The purfuit was hot and bloody ; it continued for 
five miles, and the French general, with all his 
officers, were taken prifoners. 

This aétion, which happened on the 24th of Ju- 
ly, was fought in fight of the French garrifon at 
Niagara; and was no fooner decided in our favour, 
than.the general fent major Harvey, with a trum- 
pet, to the governor of the fort, with a lift of the 
feventeen officers taken prifoners, to exhort him 
to furrender, while he had it {till in his power to 

reftrain 
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reftrain the Indians ; adding, that he was at liberty 
to fend a perfon to fee the officers, and fatisfy him-~- 
felf with refpeét to the fact. Accordingly, an offi- 
cer was difpatched from the fort, and fuffered to 
converfe with Mr. d’Aubry, and the other prifon- 
ers. On his return the governor agreed to treat, 
and. the capitulation was figned that very night. 
The garrifon furrendered prifoners of war, and, to 
the number of fix hundred and feven men, were 
conduéted to New-York. Sir William Johnfon, 
by his influence over the Indians, protected them 
from their favage infolence and cruelty, fo that the 
foldiers kept their baggage; all the women, at 
their own requeft, were fent to Montreal; and the | 
fick and wounded were treated with the utmoft 
care and humanity. Thus, for a fecond time, this 
felf-taught general obtained a compleat victory 
over the boafted difcipline of the French arms ; 
and a fecond time had the good fortune to make 
the commander in chief his prifoner. But this was 
his leaft praife. Though eleven hundred Indians 
followed him to the field, he reftrained them within 
regular bounds, and their example demonftrably 
proved, that the exceffes which the other favages 
had been guilty of againft the Englifh, had been 
prompted and pee by the French. It mutt 
not be omitted, to the honour of this gentleman, 
that though he was not regularly bred a foldier, 
the moft compleat officer could not have made 
more excellent difpofitions for the battle, or have 
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conducted the fiege, from the beginning to the 
end, with a more cool and fteady refolution, or with 
a more compleat knowledge of all the neceflary ma- 
neeuvres of war. The taking of Niagara broke 
off citectually the communication fo much talked 
of, and fo much dreaded, between Canada and 
Louifiana ; and by this ftroke, one of the capital 
political defigns of the French, which occafioned 
the war, was defeated in its direét and immediate 
object *. 

How- 


* Niagara is, without exception, the moft important poft in 
America, and fecures a greater number of communications, 
through a more extenfive country, than perhaps any other 
pafs in the world; for it is fituated at the very entrance of a 
ftreight by which the Lake Ontario is joined to that of Erie, 
which is conne&ed with the other three great lakes by the 
courfe of the vaft river St. Lawrence, which runs through them 
all, and carries off their fuperfluous waters to the ocean. A lit- 
tle above the fort is the Catara&t of Niagara, the moft remarka- 
ble in the world, for the quantity of water and the greatnefs of 
the fall; the perpendicular fall of the water being exaéily one 
hundred and thirty-feven feet. This fall would interrupt the 
commerce between the two lakes, but for a road made by the 
French up the hilly country that lies by the ftreight ; fo that, af- 
ter travelling about eight miles, perfons may reimbark, and 
proceed, without further interruption, to the Lake Erie. 

Thofe who travel by land are alfo obliged to crofs the ftreight ; 
the lakes being fo difpofed, that without an hazardous voyage 
the Indians cannot otherwife pafs from the north-weft to the 
fouth-eaft parts af North-America, for many hundred miles. 
The fort of Niagara thus naturally commands the Six Nations, 
and all thofe Indian tribes that lie to the northward of the 
lakes, as well as thofe that are {cattered along the banks of the 
Qhio, 
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However defirable the reduction of Niagara and 
Crown-Point might be to the colonies, the con- 
queft of Quebec was of {till greater importance, 
and the attempt far more dangerous. Few enter- 
prizes were ever attended with more difficulties, or 
conducted with greater caution, prudence, and in- 
trepidity. The fleet deftined for this expedition, 
failed from England in the middle of February, 
under the command of the admirals Saunders and 
Holmes, who had both given evident proofs of 
their conduct and courage in the fervice of their 
country. By the 21ft of April they were in fight 

of the ifland of Cape Breton; but the harbour of 
Louif- 


Ohio, Ouabache, and Miffifippi, and, according as it was pof- 
feffed by the French or Englith, connected or diciointed Canada 
and Louifiana, 

From the time the F check were acquainted with this place, 
they were fully fenfible of its importance, both with refpeét to 
trade and dominion. They made feveral attempts to eftablifh 
themfelves here; but the Indians conftantly oppofed it, and 
obliged them to relinguifh a fort which they had built ; and 
guarded this fpot, for a long time, with a very fevere and pru- 
_ dent jealoufy. 

But whilft we negleéed to cultivate the love of the Indians, 
the French omitted no endeavours to gain thefe favages to their 
intereft ; and prevailed at laft, under the name of a trading- 
houfe, to erect a ftrong fort at the mouth of the ftreight. A 
French officer, of an enterprizing genius, had been a prifoner 
among the Iroquois a long time; and, according to their cuf- 
tom, having been naturalized, grew very popular amonpft them, 
and at laft regained his liberty. He communicated to the then 
ggvernor of Canada a plan for an eftablifhment at Niagara, and 
undertook to execute it himfelf. He returned among the Iro- 
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Louifbourg was blocked up with ice in fuch a man- 
ner, that they were obliged to bear away for Halifax 
in Nova-Scotia. From hence rear-admiral Durell 
was fent with a {mall {quadron up the river St. Lau- 
rence, as far as the Ifle de Coudres, in order to inter- 
cept any {upplies that might be fent from France to 
Quebec. He took three {mall fhips, befides fome 
{mall craft, laden with flour and other provifions ; 
but had the mortification to find, that the frigates, 
and the tranfports, loaded with provifions, had al- 
ready reached that city ; and having taken poffeffion 
of the Ifland de Coudres, protéeded to the Ifle of 
Orleans. Meanwhile, admiral Saunders arrived at 
Louifbourg ; and the treops being embarked, 
which 


‘quois, and pretending great love for their nation, which was 
now his own, told them, he would gladly vifit his brethren 
frequently ; but it was proper for that purpofe, that they fhould 
allow him to build himfelf an houfe, where he might live ac- 
cording to his own manner ; at the fame time, propofing to 
them advantages in trade for this eltablifhment. His requeft 
was eafily granted. The houfe was built, and by degrees ex~ 
tended and ftrengthened by various additions, and at laft be- 
came a regular fortrefs, which had ever fince awed the Six Na- 
_ tions, and checked our colonies. 

As to thofe immenfe lakes, which are all in a manner com. 
manded by this fort, the reader need only caft his eyes on the 
_ map of North-America to be convinced of their importance, 
They afford by far the moft extenfive inland navigation in the 
whole univerfe. Whoever is mafter of them, muft fooner or 
_Jater command that whole continent. They are all furrounded 
- by a fine fruitful country, in a temperate pleafant climate. 
_ The day may poflibly come when this noble country, which 
feems calculated for univerfal empire, will fufficiently difplay 1 its 
own importance, 
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which did “not exceed feven thoufand men, re- 
gulars and provincials, though the original plan 
intended nine thoufand for this expedition, ex- 
clufive of thofe under general Amherft, (whofe 
afliftance on the occafion was taken for grant- 
ed) proceeded up the river St. Laurence with- 
out further delay. The land-forces were com- 
manded by major-general Wolfe, whofe military 
abilities. had fhone with fuch fuperior luftre at 
the fiege of Loutfbourg; and under him were 
the brigadiers Monckton, Townfhend, and Mur- 
ray. 

The whole embarkation arrived in the latter end 
of June at the [fle of Orleans, about two leagues 
below Quebec, a large fertile ifland, about twenty 
miles in length, and between feven and eight in 
breadth, well cultivated, producing plenty of grain, 
and populous, without any accident whatever, not- 
withftandine the reports of the dangerous navi- 
gation of the river St. Laurence, probably 
fpread for political purpofes. This ifland ex- 
tends almoft quite up to the bafon of Quebec, 
its moft wefterly point advancing towards an 
high point of land on the continent, called 
Point Levi. Thefe two points fhut up the view 
of the northern and fouthern channels, which — 
environ the Ifle of Orleans; fo that the har- 
bour of Quebec appears to be a bafon land-locked 
upon all fides. The poffeffion of both thefe points 
- was therefore abfolutely neceffary, as they might be 
‘employed either with great advantage againit the 

town, 
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town, of much to the annoyance of the befiegers; for 
whilft the enemy continued mafters of thofe, it was 
impoffible for a fhip to lie with fafety in the harbour 
of Quebec. .General Wolfe no fooner landed on 
this ifland than he diftributed a manifefto among 
the inhabitants importing, That the king his maf- 
ter, juftly exafperated againft France, had fet on 
foot a confiderable armament by land and fea, to 
humble the pride of that crown, and was deter- 
mined to reduce the moft confiderable French fet- 
tlements in America. He declared, it was not 
againft the induiftrious peafants and their families, 
nor againft the minifters of religion, that he de- 
figned to make war: on the contrary, he lament- 
ed the misfortunes to which they muft be expofed 
by the quarrel, offered them his protection, and 
promifed to maintain them in their temporal pof- 
feffions, as well as in the free exercife of their relj- 
gion, provided they would remain quiet, and take 
no part in the difference between the two crowns, 
dire€tly or indirectly. He obferved, that the Englith 
being now matters of the river St. Laurence, all 
fuccours from Europe muft be intercepted ; and 
that they had befides, a powerful army on the con- 
tinent, under the command of general Amherft. 
He affirmed, that the refolution the Canadians 
ought to take was neither difficult nor doubtful ; 
as the utmoft exertion of their valour would be ufe- 
lefs, and only ferve to deprive them of the advan- 
tages which they might reap from their neutrality. 
He reminded them, that the cruelties exercifed by 

the 
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the French on the fubjeéts of Great-Britain in 
America, would excufe the moft fevere reprifals ; 
but Englifhmen were too generous to follow fuch 
barbarous examples. He again offered them the 
fweets of peace, amidft the horrors of war, and 
left it to themfelves to determine their own fate. 
But whatever refolution they might take, he flat- 
tered himfelf the world would do juftice to his 
conduct, which fhould be regulated by the ftricteft 
rules of juftice. He concluded with laying before 
them, the ftrength and power as weil as gene- 
rofity of England, which thus humanely ftretched 
out her hand to them; a hand ready to affift them 
on all occafions, even when France, by her weak- 
nefs, incapable of affifting, abandoned them in the 
moft critical moment. 

This humane manifefto produced no effet; 
the Canadians thought they could place no de- 
pendance on the promifes and fincerity of a na- 
tion, whom their priefts had induftrioufly repre- 
fented as the moft favage and cruel enemy on 
earth. Poffeffed with thefe notions, which pre- 
vailed even among the better fort, they chofe to 
abandon their habitations, and expofe themfelves, 
and their families, to certain ruin, by provoking the 
Englith with che moft cruel hoftilities, rather than 
_remain quiet, and confide on the general’s promife 
of. protection. Inftead of fuch a prudent condudt, 
the Canadians joined the fcalpine parties of In- 
dians, who fkulked among the woods, and falling 
on the Englith ftraggiers by furprize, Bai 

them 
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them with the moft inhuman barbarity ; fo that 
Wolfe, whofe generous nature revolted againft 
fuch wanton and perfidious cruelty, after having 
in vain expoitulated on this head with the French 
general, was obliged to connive at fome retalia- 
tions, in order to intimidate the enemy, and ef- 
fect by punifhment, what the lenient hand of ~ 
kindnefs had attempted in vain. 

The conduct of Montcalm, the French com- 
mander in chief, did honour to his judgment ; 
though his army was greatly fuperior to that of 
the Englifh, he carefully avoided an engagement, 
and prudently refolved to depend on the natural 
ftreneth of the country, which feemed almoft 
unfurmountable. The city of Quebec was ftrongly 
fortified, fecured with a numerous garrifon, and 
plentifulfy fupplied with provifions and ammunition. 
The troops of the colony were reinforced with 
five regular battalions, formed of the principal 
inhabitants ; all the Canadians in the neighbour- 
hood capable of bearing arms, and feveral tribes 
of Indians, were completely difciplined; and with 
this army Montcalm took the field, and incamped 
in a very advantageous fituation, along the fhore 
of Beaufort, between the river St. Charles, and 
a bank of fand of great extent, which prevents 
any confiderable veflel from approaching the fhore, 
in his front, and thick impenetrable woods on 
his rear. There never was a ftronger pot; it 
was impoffible to attack him in it, and whilft he 

re- 
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-remained there it was in his power to throw fuc- 
cours into the city whenever he pleafed. 

Wolfe faw all the difficulties that muft attend 
his undertaking the fiege of Quebec, almoft in- 
acceffible by its fituation, and defended by a fu- 
perior army; but he knew at the fame time, 
that he fhould always have it in his power to 
retreat, while the Englifh fquadron maintained 
its {tation in the river ; nor was he without hopes 
of being joined by general Amherft. Receiving 
advice, that a detatchment of the enemy, with a 
train of artillery, was pofted at Point Levi, on 
the fouth fhore, oppofite the city of Quebec, he 
determined to diflodge them before they had 
intrenched themfelves. Accordingly he detatched 
brigadier Monckton with four battalions, who pafled 
the river in the night; and next morning, after 
a flight fkirmifh with fome of the enemy’s irregu- 
Tae obliged them to quit that poft, which was im- 
ey occupied by the Englith *, At the fame 

time 


* Monf. Montcalm forefaw the great advantages that would 
refult to us over their capital, fii’ being poffeffed of Point 

_ Levi; and propofed, before the Englifh armament came up 
the river, that four thoufand men fhould be ftrongly entrench- 
ed here, with fome cannon, and ‘that other works fhould alfo 
be conftruéted higher up the country, at certain diftances, for 
the troops to retire to, in cafe their lines fhould be carried at 
the Point. But Monf. Vaudreuil over-ruled this propofal in 
acouncil of war, and infifted, that though we might demo- 
lifh a few infignificant houfes with fhells, yet we could not 
bring 
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time colonel Carleton, with another detatchment, 
took poffeffion of the weftern point of the Ifle of 
Orleans, and both pofts were direétly fortified, in 
order to anticipate the enemy, who, as has been 
already obferved, if they had kept poffeffion of 
either, might have rendered it impoffible for 
fhips to lie at anchor within two miles of the city. 
Befides, Point Levi was within cannon-fhot of 
the city; a battery of cannon and mortars was of 
courfe immediately erected there. Montcalm, fore- 
feeing the effect of this battery, detatched a body 
of fixteen hundred men crofs the river, to attack 
and deftroy the works before they were compleated:: 
but the attempt mifcarried. The battery being fi- 
nifhed without further interruption, a continual fire 
was kept up againtt the city with fuch fuccefs, that 
in a little time the upper town was confiderably 
damaged, and the lower town reduced to an heap 
of rubbifh. In the mean while the fleet, one divi- 
fion of which, under admiral Saunders, was ftationed 
below in the north channel of the Ifle of Orleans, 
oppofite to Montmorenci; the other under admiral 
Holmes, above the town, at once to divert the ene- 
my’s attention, and to prevent any attempts againft 
the batteries that played againft Quebec, fuffered 
great damage from a ftorm, which blew with fuch 
violence, that many of the tranfports ran foul of 


bring cannon to bear upon Quebec a-crofs the river; and 
was firmly of opinion, that it was their duty to ftand upon 
the defenfive, with their whole army on the north fide of the 
bafon, and not divide their force on any account whatfoever. 


one 
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one another and were driven on fhore, a number 
of {mall craft and boats foundered, feveral of the 
flat-bottomed boats were rendered unfit for far- 
ther fervice, and divers large fhips loft their anchors, 
The enemy, in order to take advantage of the con- 
fufion which they fuppofed this difafter muft have 
occafioned, at midnight, fent down five fire fhips 
and two rafts to deftroy the fleet. The fcheme, 
though. well contrived, was happily defeated by the 
prudence of the Englifh admiral, and the refolu- 
tion and alertnefs of the failors, who refolutely 
towed the fire fhips and rafts faft aground, where 
they Jay burning to the water’s edge, without doing 
the leaft damage to the Englifh fquadron. A fe- 


cond attempt of this kind was. made onthe very 


fame day of the fucceeding month,. which. prov- 
ing equally ineSectual, the French general, thought 
proper to lay alfide his defign. 

As foonas the works for fecuring the hofpital 
and, ftores were finifhed, the Englifh forces crofled 
the river St. Laurence in boats, and landing un- 
der the cover’ of two floops, encamped on the 
fide of the river Montmorenci with a view of pafs- 
ing that river, and bringing the enemy to an en- 
gagement. The next morning a party of rangers, 
poited) in a wood) to cover fome fafcine makers, 
were attacked by the French Indians, and defeated ; 
but the neareft troops advancing, the enemy were 
in their turn repulfed with cenfiderable lofs. The 
reafons that induced general Wolfe to choofe this 
fituation by the falls of Montmorenci, in which 

he 
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he was feparated from Quebec by this and ano- 
ther river named St. Charles, were, that the 
ground which ‘he had chofen was high, and in 
fome meafure commanded the oppofite: fide where 
the enemy was pofted: that there was a ford be- 
low the falls paffable every tide for fome hours 
at the latter part of the ebb and beginning of the 
flood; and he was in hopes that means might be 
_ found to pafs the river higher up, fo as to fight 
Monf. Montcalm on lefs difadvantageous terms 
than directly attacking his intrenchments. Ac- 
cordingly, on reconnoitring the river Montmorenci,. 
a ford was difcovered about three miles above ; 
but the oppofite: bank, which was naturally fteep 
and covered with woods, was rendered’ fo {trong 
by intrenchments, as to be almoft inacceffible. 
The efcorte was twice attacked by the French 
Indians, who were both times repulled; thefe 
fkirmifhes coft the Englifh about forty men 
killed and wounded, including officers. Wolfe 
therefore deferred his intended’ attack on the 
French army, till he had furveyed the river St. 
Laurence above Quebec, in hopes of difcovering 

a place more favourable for a defcent. 
Accordingly, the admiral, at his requeft, on the 
18th of July, fent two men of war, two floops, 
and fome tranfports, with troops on board, up 
the river; and they paffed the city of Quebec, 
without fuftaining the leaft damage. The gene- 
ral being himfelf on board this little armament,. 
care- 
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carefully obferved the banks on the fide of the 
enemy, which were extremely dificult from the 
nature of the ground, and the works of the ene- 
my. Though a defcent feemed impracticable be- 
tween the city and Cape Rouge, where it was in- 
tended, general Wolfe, in order to divide the ene- 
my’s ee and procure intelligence, fent a de- 
tachment, under colonel Carleton, to Jand higher 
up at Point au Tremble, where he had been in- 
formed a good number of the inhabitants of 
Quebec had retired with their moft valuable ef- 
fects, This fervice was performed with little lofs, 
though the colonel at landing met with fome op- 
pofition from a body of Indians: feveral prifoners 
were brought off, but no magazine was difco- 
vered. 

The general, thus.difappointed in his expecta- 
tions, returned to Montmorenci, where Briga- 
dier Townfhend had, by maintaining a fuperior 
fire acrofs the river, prevented the enemy from 
erecting a battery, which would have command- 
ed the Englifh camp; and now refolved to at- 
tack the French army, though pote to great 
advantage. 

As the men of war, re want of a fufficient 
-depth of water, could not come near enough to 
_ the enemy’s entrenchments, to annoy them in the 
leaft, the admiral prepared two flat bottomed 
armed veffels, which might on occafion be run 
aground to favour a defcent. With the affiftance 

Vor. Ul. I of 
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of thefe veffels, Wolfe propofed to make him- 
felf mafter of a detached redoubt near the water 
edge, fituated, according to all appearance, out of 
mufquet fhot of the enemy’s entrenchments on 
the hill. If the French fupported this work it 
muft neceffarily bring on an engagement, a cir- 
cumftance which he earneftly wifhed for; and if 
they tamely beheld its reduction, he would have 
it in his power to examine their ficuation at leifure, 
fo as to be able to determine where they might be 
attacked with the greateft profpect of fuccefs. 
Preparations were accordingly made for the at- 
tack; onthe laft day of July, in the forenoon, 
the boats of the fleet were filled with grenadieérs, 
and part of Brigadier Monckton’s brigade from 
Point Levi. The two brigades under Brigadiers 
‘Townfhend and Murray were drawn out, in or- 
der to be ready to pafs the ford, when judged 
necefiary. To facilitate their paflage, the admiral 
ftationed the Centurion, of fifty-four guns, in the 
channel, to check the fire of the lower battery, 
which commanded the ford: a numerous train 
of artillery was placed upon the eminence, to en- 
filade the left of the enemy’s entrenchments ; 
and the two armed veffels prepared for this pur- 
pofe were ran aground near the redoubt, tofavour 
the defcent of the forces. The manifeft confu- 
fion produced among the enemy by thefe previous 
_ meafutes, and the fire of the Centurion, which was 
well directed and fuftained, determined the ge- 
neral 
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neral to ftorm this intrenchment without further 
delay. 

At a proper time of tide the fignal was made ; 
but in rowing towards the one many of the | 
boats from Poa Levi ran aground upon a ledge 
that runs off a Pendle diftance from the 
fhore; and this accident occafioned fo much time 
to be loft in remedying the diforder, that Wolfe 
was obliged to ftop the march of brigadier Towni- 
hend’s corps, which he perceived to be in motion. 
In the mean time, the. boats were floated and 
ranged in proper order, though expofed to a fevere 
fire of fhot and fhells ; and the general in perfon, 
affifted by feveral fea officers, founding the fhore, 
pointed out the place where the troops might land 
with the leaft difficulty. Thirteen companies of 
erenadiers, and two hundred men of the fecond 
Royal American battalion, were the firft on fhore, 
and obliged the enemy to abandon the redoubt be- 
low the precipice. They had received orders to 
form in four diftiné& bodies, and begin the attack, 
fupported by brigadier Monckton’s corps, as foon 
as the other troops fhould have paffed the ford, 
and be near enough to contribute their affiftance. 
But Unfortunately the grenadiers, impatient to ac- 
quire glory, without waiting for any reinforce- 
ment, or forming themfelves as directed, in great 
confufion ran up the hill, and made many efforts 
to gain the fummit, which they found lefs practi- 
éable than had been expected: in this fituation 
they received a general difcharge of mufquetry 
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from the enemy’s breaft works, which was con- 
_ tinued without any return ; our brave ‘ foldiers 
_ Teferving their fire, until they fhould reach the top 
of the precipice, which was inconceivably fteep : 
to perfevere any longer they now found was to 
little purpo‘e, their ene was checked by the 
repeated heavy fire of the enemy, which did fuch 
execution among them, that at length they were 
obliged to Peuie in diforder, and thelter themfelves 
under the redoubt which the French had aban- 
doned at their approach. The general feeing the 
fituation of affairs, night drawing on, and the 
ammunition of the army damaged by a mott 
dreadful ftorm, ordered them to retreat and form 
behind Monckton’s brigade, which was by this 
time landed and drawn up upon the beach, in good 
order. Fhey accordingly. retreated, leaving a 
confiderable number lying on the field expofed to 
the barbarity of the Indians. The enemy did not 
attempt to purfue; fo the whole repaffed the 
river without moleftation, and returned to their 
former camp at Montmorenci. 

The two armed veffels, which were aground, 
were burnt to prevent their falling into the ene- 
my’s. hands. The lofs of our forces this day, 
killed, wounded, and miffing, including all ranks, 
amounted to four hundred and forty-three, among 
whom were two captains and two lievtenants killed 
on the fpot; colonel Burton of the forty-eighth 
regiment, fix captains, nineteen lieutenants, and 


three enfigns wounded. 
3 The 
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The general, immediately after this mortilying, 
check, detached brigadier Murray, with twelve 
hundred men, in tranfports, above the town, to 
co-operate with admiral Holmes, whom admiral 
Saunders had fent up the river, to deftroy the 
French fhips if poffible. The brigadier was alfo 
inftruéted to feize every opportunity of fighting 
the enemy’s detachments. In purfuance of thete 
directions, he twice attempted to land on the north 
fhore; but thefe attempts were unfuccefsful : his 
third effort was more fortunate; he made a de- 
fcent at Chambaud, and burned a confiderable 
magazine, filled with arms, cloathing, provifion, 
and ammunition. By the prifoners he learned thae 
Fort Niagara had furrendered , and difcovered by 
intercepted letters, that the enemy having aban- 
doned Ticonderoga and Crown Point, were re- 
tired to [fe au Noix ; and that general Amherft 
was making preparations to pafs Lake Champ- 
lain, and attack the corps commanded by Monf. 
Bourlemaque. The enemy’s fhips being fecured 
in fuch a manner as not to be approached, and 
nothing elfe occurring that required the brigadier’s 
longer ftay, he returned to the camp at Point 
Levi. 

But this intelligence, otherwife fo pleafing; 
brought no profpect of any affiftance from that 
quarter. The feafon wafted:apace. The general 
fell violently ill, from care, watching, and fatigue, 
too great to be fupported by a delicate conttitutien, 
and a body unequal to the vigorous and enterpriz- 

[g ing 
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ing foul that it lodged. His own high notions, 
the public expectation, the fuccels ot other com- 
manders, oppreffed his fpirits, and converted dif- 
appointment into difeafe.. During his illnefs he 
defired the general officers to confult- together for 
the public utility; and it was their opinion that 
any farther attempts at Montmorenci were to 
little purpofe ; and that the points Levi and Or- 
jeans being left in a proper ftate of deience, the 
reft of the troops fhould be conveyed up the river, 
and the future principal operations fhould be above 
the town, in order, i! poffible, to draw the enemy 
to an action. ‘This meafure, however, was not a- 
dopted until the general and admiral, affifted by 
the principal engineer, had reconnoitred the town 
of Quebec, with a view to a general affault. But 
after a careful furvey, it was unanimoufly agreed 
that fuch an attack was impracticable: for though 
the men of war might have filenced the batteries 
of the lower town, they could not affect the up- 
per works, from which they muft have fuftained 
confiderable damage. ‘The camp at Montmorenci 
was therefore broke up, and the troops encamp- 
ed at Point Levi. The fquadron under admiral 
Holmes made movements up the river for feveral 
days fucceffively, in order to amufe the re 
pace on the north fhore, 
On the sth and 6th of September, the general 
embarked the forces ; but the tran{ports being ex- 
tremely crowded, and the weather bad, one half of 
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the troops were landed for refrefhment cn the fouth 

fhore. As foon as matters were ripe for action, he 

direGted admiral Saunders to make a feint with his 

fquadron, as if he propofed to attack the French in. 
their entrenchments on the Beauport fhore, be-. 
low the town, and by his motions to give this 

feint all the appearance of reality poffible. This 

difpofition being made below the town, Wolfe em- 

barked his forces about.one in the morning, and 

admiral Holmes’s divifion failed three leagues fur- 

ther up the river than the place where he ‘ntended_ 
to land, in order to conceal his real defign. He then. 
embarked the troops, and fell down filently with 

the tide; but by the rapidity of the current, and 

the darknefs of the night, the boats were carried a 
little below the intended place of attack. The 

fhips followed them, and arriving juft at the time 

that had been concerted, to cover their landing, 
the troops were difembarked without lofs, or 

indeed the knowledge of the enemy. | 

This remarkable teats was, in jome meafure, 

owing to the following accident: two French de- 

ferters had been carried the evening before on board 

the Englith fleet, and from them the general learn- 

ed, that the garrifon expected that night to receive 
a convoy of provifions in boats, from the detach- 

ment above the town, commanded by Monf. Bou- 
gainville. The knowledge of this circumftance 
was of the utmoft confequence, and tended to de- 

ceive the centinels pofted along-fhore to challenge 


boats and veffels, and give an alarm, if neceffary. 
Re cial “aie 
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The firt Englith boat being queftioned accord- 
ingly, captain Donald M‘Donald, of Frafer’s High- 
land regiment, who was perfectly acquainted tricks 
the Rredel language, anfwered without hefitation, 
to their challenging word, Qui va la? (Who is 
there) La Frazce. When the centinel afked, Ax 
guel regiment ? (To what regiment do you belong ?) 
The captain replied, De la Reine, (To the queen’s) 
which he accidentally knew to be one of thofe that 
were under the command of Bougainville. The 
foldier took it for granted that this was the expect- 
ed convoy, and allowed the boats to proceed, with- 
out further interruption. The other centries were 
deceived in the fame manner; though one more 
wary than the reft, ran down to the water’s edge, 
and called, Pour quoi ne parlex vous plus haut ? 
(Why don’t you fpeak with an audible voice ?) To 
this queftion, which implied doubt, the captain 
anfwered with admirable prefence of mind, in a 
low voice, Tais tois, nous ferons entendues, (Huth ! 
we fhall be overheard, and difcovered). Thus 
cautioned, the cefitinel retired without farther al- 
tercation. 

As the troops could not be landed at the place 
jntended, when they gained the fhore, an high pre- 
cipice appeared before them, extremely fteep, and 
almoft perpendicular. A little path winded up 
this afcent, fo narrow that two perfons could not 
go a-breaft ; and even this path, by which alone the 
forces could poflibly reach the fummit, was ftrong- 
ly intrenched, and defended ‘by a captain’s guard. 
Such great difficulties did not abate the hopes of 

the 
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the general, or the ardour of the troops. Colonel 
Howe’s light infantry, laying hold of flumps and 
beughs of trees, pulled themfelves up, diflodged 
the enemy, and cleared the path; then gained 
the top of the hill, without further interruption, 
and as faft as they afcended formed themfelves ; fo 
that the whole army was in order of battle by day- 
break. 

Montcalm, when the news was brought him, 
could {carcely credit the report ; but {till believed 
it to be a feint, to induce him to abandon that 
ftrong poft, which had been the object of all the 
real attempts that had been made fince the begin- 
ning of the fiege. But no fooner was he unde- 
ceived, and found that the Enelifh army had real- 
ly gained the Heights of Abraham, which in a man- 
_ ner commanded the town of Quebec on its weakelt 
part, than he determined to rifk a battle ; and ac- 
cordingly quitted his intrenched camp, and having 
collected his whole force from the fide of Beauport, 
marched towards the Englifh army, without delay. 

General Wolfe, perceiving the enemy croffing 
the river St. Charles, began to form his own line, 
which confifted of fix battalions and the Louifbourg 
grenadiers 3 the right commanded by brigadier 
Monckton, and the left by brigadier Murray. 
Colonel Howe, who was juft returned with his 
light infantry from taking a four-gun battery, 
was pofted in the rear of the left. M.°de Mont- 
calm advancing in fuch a manner as fhewed his in- 
tention was to flank the left of the Englith, briga- 

, | cher 
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dier Townfhend was ordered thither with Amherft’s 
regiment, which he formed em potence, prefenting 
a double front to the enemy: he was afterwards 
reinforced with two battalions, and the referve; 
confifling of one regiment, formed in eight fubdi- 
vifions, with large intervals, was pofted behind the 
sight. The right wing of the enemy was com- 
pofed of half their colony troops, two battalions of ' 
regulars, and a body of Canadians and favages : 
their center confifted of a column formed by two 
other regular, battalions; and their left of one 
battalion, with the reft of the colony troops: 
the bufhes and corn-fields in their front were 
lined with fifteen hundred of their beft mark(- 
men, who kept up an irregular galling fire, which 
proved fatal to many brave officers, thus fingled 
out for deftruction. This fire was indeed in fome 
meafure checked by the advanced pofts of the Eng- 
lith line, who picqueered with the enemy for fome 
hours before the battle began. Both armies were 
almoft entirely deftitute of artillery; the French 
having only two pieces, and the Englifh two fix- 
pounders, which the feamen had with great diffi- 
culty drawn YP from the landing-place ; but thefe 
were extremely well ferved, and galled their co- 
lumn feverely, obliging them to alter their dif- 
pofition. 

About ten in the morning the enemy advanced 
brifkly to the charge in three columns, two of them 
inclining towards the left of our army, and the 
third to our right, firing obliquely at the two ex- 
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tremities of our line, from the diftance of one hun- 
dred and thirty yards, until they came within forty 
yards, which our troops withftood with the great- 
eft intrepidicy and firmnefs, referving their fire. 
-‘TPhis uncommon fteadinefs, together with the ha- 
vock which the grape-fhot from our field-pieces 
made amongft them, threw them into fome dif- 
order. The Englifh, who had been ordered to 
load with double ball, now poured in a terrible 
difcharge, and continued their fire with fuch deli- 
beration and fpirit, that the enemy immediately gave 
way, and fled with precipitation. General Wolfe 
himfelf was ftationed on the right, at tne head of 
Brage’s regiment and the Louifbourg grenadiers, 
where the attack was warmeft, and ftanding con- 
fpicuous, in the very front of the line, had been 
aimed at by the enemy’s markfmen, and at laft re- 
ceived a fhot in the wrift, which did not oblige 
him, however, to quit the field. Having wrapped 
an handkerchief round his arm, he continued giv- 
ing orders without the leaft emotion, and advanced 
at the head of the grenadiers, with their bayonets 
fixed, when another ball unfortunately pierced the 
brealt of this young hero *, juft as the enemy gave 

way, 


* When the general was carried off wounded to the rear 
of the front line, he defired thofe who were about him to lay 
him down ; being afked if he would have a furgeon? he re- 
plied, “It is needlels, it is all over with me.’? An officer prefent 
cried out, “ They run, fee how they run.” «© Who run!” de- 
manded our hero, with great earneftnefs, like a perfon roufed . 
from fleep ? The oficer anfwered, ** The enemy, Sir, egad, 

they 
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way, and victory was crowning all his labours with 
~ fuccefs. General Monckton, the next in command, 
fell immediately after, and was conveyed out of the 
jine. While the right and center of the front line 
prefled on with their bayonets, the Highlanders with 
their broad-f{words, fupported by the 58th regi- 
ment, fellon the enemy with irrefiftible impetuofity, 
and drove them with great flaughter into the town, 
and the works they had raifed at the bridge, over 
the river St. Charles. The action was lefs violent 
on the left and rear of the Englifh. Some of the 
light-infantry had thrown themfelves into houfs, 
where being attacked, they defended themfelves 
with great courage and refolution, being fupported 
by colonel Howe, who taking poft with two com- 
panies behind a {mall copfe, and frequently fallying 
out on the flanks of the enemy during their attack, 
often drove them into heaps, while brigadier 
Townfhend advanced platoons againft their front ; 
fo that the right wing of the French was totally 
prevented from executing their firft intention. 
The brigadier himfelf remained with Amherft’s re- 
giment, to fupport this difpofition, and over-awe a 
body of Indians pofted oppofite the light-infantry, 


they give way every where.” Whereupon the general rejoined, 
** What do the cowards run already ? Go one of you, my lads, 
to colonel Burton—tell him to march Webb’s regiment with all 
fpeed, down to Charles River, to cut off the retreat of the 
fugitives from the bridge.” Then turning on his fide, he 
added, ‘** Now, God be praifed, I will die in peace ;” and 
thus expired. 
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waiting for an opportunity to fall on the rear of the 
Englith army: 

General Wolfe being flain, and general Monck- 
ton dangeroufly wounded, the command of courfe 
devolved on general Townfhend, who, upon this 
information, haftened to the center, and formed the 
troops again, that were fomewhat difordered in the 
purfuit, with all poffible expedition. He had 
{carce performed this neceffary duty, before Monf. 
Bougainville, with a body of two thoufand frefh 
men, appeared in the rear of the Enghith army. 
He had marched from Cape Rouge the moment he 
received advice that the Englifh troops had gained 
the Heights of Abraham ; but did not arrive time 
enough to have any fhare in the action. | 

General Townfhend immediately ordered two 
battalions, with two pieces of artillery, to advance a- 
eainft this officer ; but he retiring among the woods 
and fwamps, the general prudently deetined pur- 
fuing, He had already gained a complete victo- 
ry, taken a great number “Of French officers, and 
was in poffeffion of a very advantageous fituation, 
which it would have been highly imprudent to ha- 
zard for the fake of defeating Bougainville’s de- 
tachment. Monf. de Montcalm was mortally 
wounded in the battle, and conveyed to aconvent 
of Avguftine nuns, about a mile from Quebec ; 
from whence, before he died, he wrote a letter to 
general Townthend, recommending the prifoners to 


that generous humanity which diftinguithes the 
Britifh 
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Britifh nation. Monf. de Senefergue, and Monf. 
de St.Ours, the two next in command,werealfo flain. 
About a thoufand of the enemy were made prifon- 
ers, including a great number of officers; and 
about eight hundred were killed in the action. The 
fhattered remains of their army, after having rein- 
forced the garrifon of Quebec, retired to Point-au- 
Tremble, from whence they continued their retreat 
to Jacques Quartier,where they remained intrenched 
till the feverity of the weather forced them to make 
the beft of their way to Trois Rivieres and Mon- 
treal. 

This important victory, though gained at the 
expence ot only fixty-one men killed, including 
nine officers; and of five-hundred and_ninety- 
eight wounded, was dearly bought. The death of 
general Wolfe was a national lofs, and univerfally 
lamented : foldiers may be raifed, officers will be 
formed by experience, but the lofs of a genius in 
war is not eafily repaired. By nature formed for 
military greatnefs, his memory was retentive, his 
judgment deep, and his comprehenfion furprifingly 
quick, clear, and extenfive ; his conftitutional 
courage not only uniform and daring, perhaps to 
an extreme, but he poffeffed alfo that higher fpe- 
cies of it, a itrength, fteadinefs and activity of 
mind, which no difficulties or dangers could deter. 
Generous, gentle, friendly, affable, and humane, 
he was the pattern of the officer, and the darling of 
the foldier; his fublime genius foared above the 
pitch of ordinary minds ; and had his faculties been 
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exercifed to their full extent, by opportunities and 
action, and his judgment been fully ripened by 
age and experience, he would have rivall.d the moft 
celebrated heroes of antiquity. 

General Townfhend employed his time, from the 
day of action, in fecuring his camp with redoubts ; 
in making a road up the precipice for his cannon, 
in getting up the artillery, in preparing batteries, 
and cutting off the enemy’s communication with 
the country. And admiral Saunders, who had all 
along co-operated heartily with the land forces for 
the advantage of the fervice, on the feventeenth 
day of the month failed up with his whole fleet, 

in a difpofition to attack the lower town, while 
the upper part fhould be affaulted by the general. 
But at noon, the fame day, before any battery was 
finifhed, a flag of truce was fent from the town, 
with propofals of capitulation, which, after mature 
confideration, were accepted and fiened, by the 
general and admiral, the next morning. By thefe 
articles it was agreed, that the garrifonof the town 
‘fhould march out with all the honours of war, and 
be embarked for France as conveniently as poffible : 
that the inhabitants {houid iay’down their arms, 
and be maintained in the pofleflion of their houfes, 
goods, effects, and privileges; nor fhould be 
molefted on account of their having bore arms 
in defence of the town, as they had been forced to 
it, and it was cuftomary for the inhabitants of the 
colonies of both crowns to ferve as militia: that 
the effects belonging to abfent officers fhould not 
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be touched: that the faid inhabitants fhould not 
be removed, nor compelled to quit their houfes, 
until their condition fhould be fettled by a treaty 
of peace between their moft Chriftian and Britannic 
Majefties: that the exercife of the Roman Catholic 
religion fhould be permitted ; and fafeguards granted 
to all religious houfes and perfons, as well as to the 
bifhop, who fhould be at liberty to excercife freely, 
and with decency, all the functions of his office 
wherever he fhould think proper, till the poffeffion 
of Canada fhould be determined between their 
Britannic and moft Chriftian majefties: that the 
artillery and warlike ftores fhould be delivered up 
bona fide, andan inventory taken thercof: that the 
fick, wounded, commiffaries, chaplains, phyficians, 
furgeons and apothecaries, and other perfons em- 
ployed in the hofpitals, fhould be treated according 
to the cartel fettled between the belligerant powers 
on the fixth day of February, 1759: that before 
delivering up the gate and entrance of the town 
to the Englifh forces, their general fhould fend 
fome foldiers to be placed as fafe-zuards at the 
churches, convents, and chief habitations: that 
thegovernor of the city fhould be permitted to fend 
advice to the Marquis de Vaudreuil, governor gen- 
eral, of the reduction of the town ; and alfo to be 
allowed to write to the French miniftry to inform 
them thereof : and, laftly, that the prefent capitula- 
tion fhould be duly and punétually executed, with- 
out being liable to non-execution, under pretence 
of reprifals, or the non-execution of any preceding 
capitulation. 


The 
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Thus the capital of the French America was 
furrendered to the Englith upon honourable and 
advantageous terms, after a moft fevere campaign 
of three months ; and perhaps if the whole be 
confidered, there never was an enterprize of fuch 
difficulty carried on with more gallant perfeverance, 
or accomplifhed with more vigour and ability. A 
city, {trong in its fituation and fortifications, was 
to be attacked; an army, greatly fuperior to the 
befiegers, was pofted near the walls of the city inan 
impregnable fituation ; and that army was to be 
forced to battle, againft the inclinations of a wife, 
cautious commander. A theatre of more than five 
leagues was to be filled, and operations of that ex- 
tent were to be carried on, in the face of the fuperior 
army, by fewer than feven thoufand men. In this 
conteft, attended with fo many difficulties, it may 
be faid with juftice, the natural genius of the com- 
mander fhewed itfelf fuperior toevery thing. All 
the difpofitions to that daring but judicious attempt 
near Sillery, which at laft drew Montcalm from his 
entrenchments, were fo many mafter-pieces in the 
art of war. Yet notwithftanding the extraordinary 
abilities of the general, thefe things could never 
have been accomplifhed had not the marine co-ope- 
rated with an unanimity, diligence, activity, and 
fkill, which never could have taken place but from 
that perfect love to their country, which animated 
all concerned in the expedition. 

Several circumftances concurred to induce the 
general to grane fuch advantageous terms : the ene- 
ow. t. | K my 
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my were aflembling in the rear of the Enelifh 
-army, the feafon was become wet, ftormy, and 
cold, threatening the troops with ficknefs, and the 
fleet with accidents ; and befides, he confidered the 
advantage that would refult from taking poficfon 
of the city while the walls were in a ftate of defence. 
Indeed the capitulation wasa fortunate flroke for the 
Englifh general, who afterwards received information 
from deferters, that the enemy had rallied, and were 
reinforced behind Cape Roufe, under Monfieur 
_de Levy, arrived from Montreal for that purpofe, 
with two battalions of regulars ; and that Monfieur 
de Bougainville, at the head of eight hundred men, 
with a convoy of provifions, was on his march to 
throw himfelf into the town on the eighteenth, the 
very morning on which it was furrendered: for 
the place was not then compleatly invefted, as the 
enemy had broke down their bridge of boats, and 
pofted detachments in very {trong works on the 
other fide of the river St. Charles, 
As foon as the capitulation was ratified, the 
Englifh troops took poffeffion of Quebec en the 
-Jand fide, and guards were pofted in different parts 
of the town to preferve order and difcipline; at 
the fame time captain Pallifer, with a body of fea- 
men, entered the lower town, and took the fame 
precautions. The next day the prifoners, who were 
about athoufand in number, were embarked on 
board tranfports for France: in the mean time, 
the inhabitants of the country came in great num- 


bers to deliver up their arms, and take the oath of 
fidelity 
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fidelity to the Englifh government; and a garri- 
fon of feven thonfand men was placed in the city, 
under brigadier-general Murray, with plenty of 
BeaVGOSS: and ammunition. Soon after, the fleet 
fet fail for England; fearing left the fetting in of 
the froft fhould lock them up in the river St. 
Laurence during the whole winter. 

The death of general Montcalm, which was 
doubtlefs an irreparable lofs to France, in all pro- 
bability, overwhelmed the enemy with confterna- 
tion, and confounded all their councils; as we 
cannot otherwife account for the tame furrender of 
Quebec, while the garrifon had ftill a communica- 
tion with their army, to an handful of troops, even 
after the victory they had gained; for though the 
place was not regularly fortified on the land fide, 
and moft of the houfes were in ruins, yet the walls 
and parapets had not fuftained the leaft damage: 
the befiegers were hardly fufficient to inveft it en- 
tirely,; a frefh army was affembled in the neigh- 
~bood, with which their communication continued 
open ; and the feafon was fo far advanced, that the 
Englifh forces muft foon have been obliged to de- 
fift by the feverity of the weather, and even retire, 
with their fleet, before the approach of winter, 
which always freezes up the river Se. Laurence. 

The city of Quebec * confilts of two towns, dif- 
 tinguifhed by the High and Low Town: they are 

TE | 3 feparated 
* Derived from hep beis, an old Algonquin exprefion, which 
fignifies what és freight, spate to the French hiftorians, 
K who 
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feparated from each other by a fteep cliff, which is 
a natural fortification to near two-thirds of the Up- 
per Town, at the fame time that it ferves for a fhel- 
ter to the Lower Town from the keen, penetrating, 
‘north-weft winds. The buildings were in general 
very good, until deftroyed by our artillery during 
the fiege ; and confifted, befides dwelling-houfes, 
of feveral churches, colleges, convents, and other 
public edifices, which in this city, as well as in the 
reft of Canada, are built of a durable greyith ftone, 
whereof there is great plenty in this province. The 
{treets of the Higher Town are broad, but uneven, 
running upon a declivity from the fouth, where 
they are higheft, to the north. Thofe of the Lower 
Town are narrow, ftanding on a confined {pot of 
eround, which is commonly overflowed by the 
tide to the foot of the precipice, and, by the retiring 
of the waters, pointed out a place at the head of a 
fpacious and moft delightful bafon, commodious 
in all refpects for merchants to build on and inhabit 
for the conventency of trade, the tide rifing here 
eighteen feet and an half. The principal public 
buildings were, the cathedral, of which only the 
walls remain; the bifhop’s palace ; the colleges of 
the Jefuits and Recolleéts ; the convents of the Ur- 
fulines, and Hotel de Dieu, with their churches; a 


advance, that the Aborigines firft expreffed themfelves to that 
effet, with admiration, upon their firft difcovering the freight, 
formed in that part by Cape Diamond, and fome eminencies 
jutting into the river from the fouth fhore. 
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feminary for the education of youth, almoft beat 
to pieces, with a neat chapel adjoining ; a ftately 
unfinifhed houfe, for the Knights Hofpitallers ; the 
intendant’s magnificent palace, in the fuburbs. of 
St. Roch; and the church of Notre Dame de la 
Victoire, in the Low Town, of which the walls on- 
ly are ftanding*. According to report, there 
was a fine painting in this church, reprefenting a 
town in flames, with this infcription, ‘* That in the 
year 1711, when this capital was threatened with a 
fiege by Walker and Hill, one of their pious wo- 
men, pretending to be infpired, prognofticated, 
that this church, and the Lower Town, would be 
deftroyed by the Englifh ina conflagration, before 
the year of our Lord 1760; which made fo great 
an impreffion on all ranks of people, that they de- 
dicated two days every year to fafting and wor- 
fhip, and implored the interceffion of their pa- 
tronefs with the Almighty, to protect that church 
and city from fire and fword.” In the corner- 
houfes of the ftreets are niches in the walls, with 
{tatues as large as the life, of St. Jofeph, St. Ur- 
fula, St. Auguftine, and other faints, with the like 
figures in the fronts of their churches and religious 
houfes, which have an agreeable effect to the eyes 
of paffengers.. The citadel, the refidence of the 
governor, fituated on the grand parade, a fpacious 
fquare, furrounded with fair buildings, is curioufly 


* This church was built to commemorate the raifing the 
fiege of this city, when attacked by Sir William Phips, in 1694, 
who was obliged to retire with confiderable lofs, 
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erected on the top of a precipice fouth of the epif- 
copal palace, and overlooks the Lower Town and 
bafon ; whence you have a moft delightful and ex- 
tenfive profpect of the river downwards, and the 
country on both fides. There is alfo another cita- 
del on the fummit of Cape Diamond, with a few 
guns mounted on it ; but excepting its command- 
ing an extenfive view of the circumjacent country, 
and of the Upper and Lower River, is in other re- 
fpeéts mean and contemptible. Moft of the other 
public buildings -make a ftriking appearance, par- 
ticularly the intendant’s fuperb palace, the Jefuits 
college, Urfuline and Hotel de Dieu convents, and 
the bifhop’s palace, which, as well as the citadel, 
being built of brick, and fituated on the top of the 
precipice between the Higher and Lower towns, 
fuffered very confiderably from our batteries during 
the fiege. | 

On the right of the defcent leading to the Lower 
Town ftands a ftately old houfe, faid to be the firft 
built of ftone in this city ; and over the front door 
is carved a dog, gnawing a large flefhy bone, with 
the following whimfical infcription : 

Fe fuis le chien qui ronge Tos, 
Sans en perdre un feul morceau: 
Le temps viendra, qui n'eft pas venu, 
Fe mordrai celui, maura mordu. 


Thus tranflated : 


** | am the dog that gnaws the bone, without 
lofing a {crap of its meat. The time will arrive, 


3 though 


IN AMERICA. 135 


though it has not yet come, when-I fhall bite him 
who has bit me.” | 

The firft proprietor of this houfe was poffeffed of 
a plentiful fortune, which he, after many difap- 
pointments and lofles in trade, had fcraped toge- 
ther with the moft indefatigable induftry. Whe- 
ther the foregoing device alluded to thefe particu- 
lars of his-own private life; or whether the bone 
meant Canada, and the dog, the emblem of fide- 
lity, the French fettled there, as if -determined 
faithfully to defend that colony againft the favage 
natives, or the Englifth, who may perhaps be alluded 
to by the two laft lines of the infcription, is fub- 
mitted to the more penetrating capacity of the cu- 
rious reader. 

The cuftom-houfe is alfo in the Low Town, 
where the collector is fplendidly lodged, and, by its 
particular fituation, is the only houfe in that quar- © 
ter, which efcaped being damaged by our fhells 
during the fiege. 

The general hofpital ftands near a mile diftant 
from the town, on the W. N. W. fide, and is a 
ftately building; it is agreeably fituated on the 
fouth fide of the river Charles, which meanders 
under its walls, and confifts of a fpacious dome, . 
with two great wings, one fronting the north, the 
other the fouth. In this houfe is a convent of Au- 
guftine nuns, who have lands appropriated for their 
maintenance: thefe filters, from religious motives, 
have affigned the principal parts of this dwelling for 
the reception of fick and wounded officers and {ol- 

K 4 | diers, 
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diers, whom they attend with the greateft huma- 
nity andtendernefs, This hofpital was endowed by 
the French king with a handfome falary, for the 
fupporting of a phyfician, furgeon, and other necef- 
fary officers. The nuns perform every menial of- 
fice about the fick, with the fame indifference that 
one man would attend another ; making it a point of 
confcience fo to do. Each patient has his bed, with 
_ curtains, allotted to'him, and a nun to attend him. 
The beds are ranged in galleries on each fide, with 
a fufficient fpace between each for a perfon to pafs : 
thefe galleries are fcraped and {wept evéry morn- 
ing, and afterwards fprinkled with vinegar; fo that 
ftrangers are not fenfible of the leaft unfavoury 
icentinfummer. The patients are allowed'a kind 
of fan, to-cool themfelves in fultry weatter; or to 
keep off the gnats, which at that feafon, by reafon of 
the vicinity of fome marfhes, and the river Charles, 
are very troublefome. Every officer has an apart: 
ment to himfelf. The nuns are courteous, rigidly 
referved, and very refpe€tful: their drefs confifts of 
a black gown, with a bib and apron ; a clofe capon 
their head; with a forehead-cloth down to theit eye- 
brows; their breaits erititely covered 5 their Neeves 
aré made fo lone as to reach almioft to their wrifts ; 
their clodths {weep the ¢rotind ; on the top of the 
head ig pinned a fquare piéce of black fhalloon, 
which ferves as a cloak, flowing carelefsly over 
their fhotildérs, below their waift: they wear 
4 filver crucifix about three inches long, which 
hangs by @ black ribbon from the neck to the gir- 
dle, and makes a very decent, grave appearance. f 

the 
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the fouth wing of the edifice is a {uperb church, and 
in the other wine a neat chapel ; in both are feveral 
images and Scripture paintings, as large as life: 
that of Sc. Peter, in an attitude of contrition for 
having denied his Mafter, is the beft, and is truly 
expreflive. The altar of the church is fumpruoufly 
gilded, with a tolerable painting behind it. Over 
it is a large clumfy reprefentation of God, carved in 
wood, with a long grey beard, and flaxen hair, 
cloathed in white, and furrounded with angels ; in 
his richt hand is a globe, his left points ungrace- 
fully to fomething invifible to the fpectator. The 
alcar-cloths and hangings are of curious needle- 
work, wrought on filk in different colours, by the 
nuns. The walls are wainfcotted with oak to half 
their height ; and the pannels painted in dark 
fhaded land{fcapes, reprefenting the adjacent coun- 
try. On the fouth fide of the chancel is a pair of 
large, folding, grated doors, before which the nuns 
fit on benches one above another, as in the theatre, 
to attend divine fervice. To the weft of them are 
two confeffional boxes; and over the weft door a 
very neat gallery for mufic, to which they afcend 
by a pair of fairs, on the right and left of the en- 
trance. On the north fide of the church is a fa- 
loon, with a curious monument, and an altar over 
it, elegantly arched, and ornamented with fmali 
figures of wax, perfonating our Saviour and the 
Virgin Mary ; oneach fide are two images, one of 
St. Auguftine, the patron of this order, which is a 

yeherable figure, cloathed in purple and white, 
: bare- 
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bareheaded, and a long grey beard, with a flaming 
heart in his right hand, which feems to engrofs his 
attention, anda {ma!l book in his left. The other 
reprefents St. Charles, archbifhop of Milan, who li- 
berally endowed this church and hofpital: he 
ftands upright, with his hands acrofs, and an open 
book Jaid upon them, which he feems to read very 
attentively ; his filver hair flows down his fhoul- 
ders, and he is dreffed in fcarlet and white. 


This monument is erected in memory of John, , 
fecond bifhop of Canada, the principal founder of, 


this charity, whofe epitaph, perhaps, may not be 
unacceptable to the inquifitive reader, we fhall 
therefore give a faithful tranflation of it. 


EPITAPH of ihe moft illuftrious, and moft_ reve- 
vend Father in God, meffire* fobn Baptift de la 
Croix, chevalier de St. Vallier, fecond bifbop of 
Quebec, founder of this houfe. 


Grenoble was the place of his high birth, 
His piety was in his infancy early confpicuous : 
Engaged in the church, almoner to the king, 
His merit fhone forth in that illuftrious employ, 
Whilft, by his hands, Lewis diftributed his bounty. 
His morals infpired the courtiers with wifdom : 
Wis example moved many abbés. of the court; 
To him they owed their fincere return to God. 
Far from being ambitious of court favours or titles, 
He perfevered in refufing a bifhopric in France, 
Whofe mitre would have fat too light upon him ; 
Preferring that of Canada, on account of its feverity. 


* A title of honour among the French, applied only to per- 
fons of quality. 
This 
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'This mitre was made for the head of a faint, 
Who, for its fake, chofe to encounter difficulties, 
And came here, in f{pite of billows, winds, and monfters, 
To acquire it in the country of the fwarthy Americans, 
Acrofs hundreds of fhelves of pointed rocks. 
This mitre prefented itfelf, and pleafed his fancy : 
The defire of fuffering made him accept of it, 
And he croffed the boifierous feas in order to wear it. 
Like a brilliant ffar in the prime of life, 

He was feen to land in this favage country : 

He came here fucceffor to the illafirious Laval, 
Apparently the rival of all his virtues ; 

He imitated his faith, his prudence, and zeal, 

In many refpeéts, perhaps, he exceeded his pattern. 
His ability for eftablithing and maintaining good order, 
Will ferve for an example to future prelates. 

His majeftic air and venerable afpedt ; 
Every thing was great and reipectable in him. 
Bifhop of a country he had made choice of, 

He bore, according to his with, the moft weighty croffes, 
He fhewed on ail occafions invincible courage, 
And was infenfible to all earthly difafters. 

A prifoner with the Englifh five years detained, 
His virtue triumphed in his captivity. 

In the greateft dangers a ftranger to fear; 

His fole dread was that of infringing God’s laws, 

Of feeing them violated, of failing in his duty 
Towards the flock, committed by Heaven to his care. 
He loved his fheep dearer than his own life ; 

And for them all had the tendernefs of a father. 
He omitted nothing for their increafe in holinefs. 

He diftributed amongft them more than a million of livres, 
- Amiable charity formed his chara¢ter : 

Senfibly feeling for the miferies of the poor, 

Fe always relieved them, Heaven feconding his endeavours ; 
Witnefs the three hofpitals, which he himfelf founded. 
His heart burning with the moft ardent flame for God, 

He lived and died employed in the converfion of fouls ; 


And 
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And religion is indebted to him for the progrefs 
Ie has made in this country thefe forty-three years. 
Thefe virgins, to whom he was the tendereft father, 
Preferve, asa treafure, his moft precious ashes. 
Thefe afhes maintain the heavenly ardoors, 
Kindled in their hearts by their holy founder 5 
And, when diftraéted, 
Their fouls make this tomb refound with their lamentations ; 
Groaning to' think their'father is no more : - 

Thefe afhées- cell them, that he lives in his virtues ; 
That he-ought to beimitated'; and their moft delightful ftudy _ 
Should be té'demonftraté their gratitude, by following his 
‘example’: 

That all he defired, in return for his bounties, 
Was to fee peace and holy fervour reign within this place. 
. Here repofes the model-of holy prelates, 

Whofe uncommon piety was'always matter of admiration. 
By aw hundred noble works he teftified his-zéal-? 
Three hofpitals founded point’ out his great charity. 
His genius, talents, and illeftrious birth, © 
Muft have procured himva bifhopri¢ in Old France. 

His prince; who efteemed ‘him, would Have kept him there ; 
_ But, contemming pomp ‘and human grandeur, - 
Mindfal: how vain they would one day appear, 

He came to Canada, to encounter hardfhips. 

During! forty-three years, the faith, through his means, 
Flas made in this country a marvellous progrefs. 

His love, his reverence, towards the Supreme Being, 
His care and extreme afféGtion for his flock, 

Will for ever render him worthy of our regret. 


Ye virgins, whom dying he made his legatees, 
And truftees of his heart and his afhes, 
Preferve tenderly this precious treafure : 
Though he bequeathed you no large revenues, 
He left you a great example ; 

Infinitely more valuable than filver or gold. 


I Here 


! 
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Here lies the moft illuftrious prelate John Baptift 
de la Croix de St. Vallier, &c. &c. of Grenoble, 
moft nobly defcended ; firft almoner to Lewis 
XIV. and afterwards fecond bifhop of Canada: 
for piety and zeal, for fouls, another Borro- 
meo*; for fweetnefs of manners, and mildnefs 
of his government, a fecond de Sales}: while 
he lived the father of the poor, he died in the 
arms of the poor, to whom he had devoted him- 
felf and his whole fortune. He defired to be 
laid in this hofpital, founded by him with great 
trouble and expence. He breathed his laft on 
the 28th of December 1727, in the feventy fifth 

year of his age, ana forty-third of his epifcopate. 

This monument was erected by the nuns of this 

religious houfe, in grateful remembrance of their 

moft beloved father, and munificent founder. 

May be reft in peace, 

In this faloon lie alfo the remains of general 
Montcalm, to whofe memory, by permiffion of the 
Englifh government, a monument was erected in 
1761, with a Latin infcription, by the academy of 
Belles Lettres at Paris, of which the followige lines 
are a faithful tranflation: — 


Here lieth, 
In either hemifphere to live for-ever, 
Louis Jofeph de Montcalm Gozon, 
Marquis of St. Veran, baron of Gabriac, 


* St. Francis de Sales, bifhop of Geneva, who was expelled 
that country by Calvin, the famous reformer. 
¢ Called’ St. Charles, formerly archbifhop of Milan. 
Com- 
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Commandatory of the order of St. Louis, 
Lieutenant-general of the armies of France ; 
Not lefs an excellent citizen than foldier, 

Who knew no defire but that of true glory: 
Happy ina natural genius, improved by literature, 
Having gone through the feveral fleps of military honours 
With uninterrupted luftre, 

Skilled in every branch of military fcience, 

The juncture of times, and the crifis of dangers. 

In Italy, in Bohemia, in Germany, 

An indefatigable general ; 
He fo difcharged his important trufts, 
That he feemed always equal to ftill greater. 
At length, grown bright with perils, 
Sent to fecure the province of Canada, 
With an handful of men, 
He more than once repulfed the enemy’s forces, 
And made himfelf mafter of their forts, 
Replete with troops and ammunition. 
Inured to cold, hunger, watchings, and labour, | 
Unmindful of himfelf, 
He had no fenfation but for his foldiers ; 
An enemy with the fierceft impetuofity, 
A victor with the tendereft humanity. 
Adverfe fortune he compenfated with valour, 
The want of ftrength with fkill and aétivity ; 
And with his counfel and fupport, 
For four years, protracted the impending fate of the colony, 
_ Having by various artifices, 
Long baffled a great army, 
Headed by an expert and intrepid commander, 
And a fleet furnifhed with all warlike flores : 
Compelled at length to an engagement, 
He fell in the firft rank, in the firft onfet, 
With thofe hopes of religion which he had always cherifhed, 
To the inexpreflible lofs of his own army, 
And not without the regret of the enemy’s, 
XIV. September, A.D. MDCCLIX, of his age XLVIII. 
His 
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His weeping countrymen 
Depofited the remains of their excellent general 
In a grave 
Which a fallen bomb, in burfling, had excavated for him, 
Recommending them to the generous faith of their enemies. 


= 


The chapel is fmall, and extremely neat, free 
from all fuperftitious pageantry. Within the chan- 
cel ftands a table with a green cloth over it, as in 
the church of England ; the walls are wainfcot- 
ted, and with the rails of the chancel, feats, and a 
compact ¢ gallery for fingers, are painted an olive co- | 
lour. Here, as well as in the church, are lamps~ 
burning both by day and night, according to the 
Romifh cuftom. But whatever deficiency, in point 
of ornament, may be in this chapel, is amply com- 
penfated in that of the Urfulines within the city, 
where no art has been fpared to render it through- 
out as oftentatioufly fhowy and captivating as poffi- 

le. This convent is dedicated to St. Urfula, whofe 
defcent the nuns have traced to Scotland. She is 
faid to have been killed by the Indians, while la- 
bouring for their converfion. [In commemoration 
of this pious woman, and her martyrdom, her fta- 
tue is erected againit the wall of the edifice, with 
an arrow transfixed through her breaft. 

The Hotel de Dieu is a fpacious fair building, 
with an attic ftory, and feems as if intended to fe 
enlarged in the form of a fquare: at prefent it con- 
fifts BF two wings only, making a faliant anele. - It 
was conftruéted, as appears by an infcription, ; in the 
year 1639, at the fole expence of cag de Vigne- 


not, 
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rot, dutchefs of Aiguillon, of whom there is a tole- 
rable portrait on her knees, in a praying pofture. 
This houfe 1s dedicated to St. Jofeph, the patron of 
Canada. The fitters of this convent are in general 
elderly women, Jefs polite and complaifant than in 
the other two nunneries, which may be attributed 
to their remarkable aufterity. There is fuch a fame- 
nefs in all the churches and chapels of the different 
religious houfes, that a farther defcription of them 
feems unneceffary. 

The principal ftrength of Quebec confifts in its 
lofty fituation: fhip-guns cannot have fufficient 
elevation to do it any confiderable damage, and it is 
too hazardous an undertaking for bomb-ketches to 
attempt to deftroy it, becaufe they muft be ex- 
pofed to a furious fire from the feveral batteries 
erected above each other down to the water’s edge ; 
and any fhips brought againft it muft run up with 
the flood, ftand off and on until the tide of ebb, 
and then retire. For thefe and other obvious rea- 
fons, the immortal Wolfe poffefied himfeif of Point 
Levi, on the fouth fide of the river, whence only 
he could have cannonaded the town with fuch fuc- 
cefs. 

The communications between the Low and 
High Town, from their prodigious natural fteep- 
nefs, are always difficult to be afcended, and were 
refpectively defended (when the place furrendered) 
by traverfes, batteries, and flank-fires, that {coured 
all thofe paffages, fo as to render them entirely in- 

acceflible in cafe adefcent had been made below. 
| Befides 
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Befides ‘thefé occafional flank-fires, to’ fcout the 
avenues throughout the city, its defences confifted 
of twelve batteries, déefiened for an hundted and 
fifty pieces of cannon, but did: not mount above 
one hundred and fix; the'preateft ntimber of them, 
particularly that called Le Clerge en Barbette, 
pointed to the bafon and the fouth fhore, to defend 
the anchoring-grourid, and the channel to the Up- 
per River ::thefe were moftly thirty-fix pounders ; 
the: refty except 'a few eighteen pounders, were 
compofed of twelvesyjand from that fize dowfiwards 
to four and three poundérss befides feveral mortars 
of different calibres, lodged in various places, for 
the:annoyance of fhipping. Thé ramparts, of line 
of fortificatiom towards the country, coffifts of an. 
entire wall of mafonry, of a modern’ conftruction, 
and feems to be part of a defign intended to bé'can- 
non-proof: thére are no batteries hére, except a 
‘tew flank-fires abowt the works -of -St- Lobis, St. 
Jean Palais, and one or two other places. . This 
line of ftone-work’ extends from the fouth-fouth« 
weft corner, behind the citadel of Capé Diamond, 
to: thenorth corner, ‘near the lower road, leading 
from the country to St. Roch, where, by the affift- 
ance of nature, it forms a ftrong angle, and ruris 
away in’ a lone curtain’ caftward, excluding that 
whole fuburb to Port Palais, and alittle beyond it ; 
whence it terminates to the Low Town with the 
dicing flope of the rock, and with no other defence 
than a regular piquet-work on its fummit, with 
loop-holes for mufketry,. and two nine’ pounders 
pointed to the ftrand, at the entrance of the Little 
eon. Li. i. River. 
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River. At the eaft end of the Upper Town is a 
wall of mafonry, which joins to the piquet-work 
before-mentioned on the north-eaft, and runs fouth ; 
being intended to cover a fteep byeway leading to 
the fally-port from the Lower Town, and may be 
effectually protected by mufketry, as it isof a good 
height, with a foot-bank, fupported by fcaffolding, 
which gives {mall arms a great command over that 
quarter, the men being well covered from above. 
On the flank oppofite the fouth fhore, from the 
fouth-weft angle all round Cape Diamond, is ano- 
ther ftockade-work, that runs down to the dock- 
yard inthe Low Town, with loop-holes for muf- 
ketry. There is no ditch round the town, nor any 
kind of outworks. The line of mafonry encom- 
paffing the city on the weft, is revefted on the in-~ 
fide with a great body of earth, in which are two 
fpacious vaults, with fally-ports. At fome diftance, 
within the line, area chain of redoubts of mafonry, 
extending from Cape Diamond down to the Hang- 
man’s Redoubt, which is near the ftrong angle 
before defcribed. Thefe were the antient limits of 
the city ; and originally there was a common gar- 
den wall between each of the redoubts, for the de- 
fence of the town againft the incurfions of the In- 
dians. The ground to the north-weft of Cape 
Diamond, within the walls, is high, and an excel- 
Jent fpot whereon to erect grand batteries, which 
would range the adjacent country for a vaft extent, 
andeven the Uprer River, as far as Sillery. Upon 
the whole, it isin the power of art to render this 

city 
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city as impregnable on the land fide, as it is natu- 
rally, by its fingular ficuation, inacceffible towards 
the river. 

Nor were the Britith arms lefs fuccefsful in the 
American iflands. A fquadron of nine fhips of the 
Tine, under captain Hughes, with fixty tranfports, 
containing fix regiments of foot, had failed from 
England in the month of November 1758, for the 
Weft-Indies, to reduce the French Caribbee iflands. 
General Hopfon commanded the land forces, and 
Commodore Moore, then in the Weft-Indies, was 
to take the command of the fleet deftined for this 
expedition, on its arrival at Barbadoes. The firft 
object of their orders was Martinique, fituated about 
twenty leagues north-weft of that ifland, the feat 
of aaverhipent. and the center of all the trade 
which France carries on with thefe iflands; a place | 
extremely fltrong, both by nature and art; the 
fhore, on every fide, indented with very deep bays, 
called cul de facs, and the fands only difcoverable 
at low-water, forming in many places a hidden and 
almoft infurmountable barrier. A ridge of lofty 
and almoft impaffable mountains runs north-weft 
and fouth-eaft, quite through the ifland ; and both 
fides of the country are interfected at inconfiderable 
diftances with deep gullies, through which, in the 
rainy feafon, the water rufhes down with great im- 
petuofity. In other refpeéts, the ifland is ; pleafant 
and fruitful, well watered, well cultivated, and po- 
pulous. The two principal places are St, Pierre 
and Port Royal; both confiderable towns in this 

L 2 part 
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part of the world, for their magnitude, trade, and 
ftrength. 

From this fhort defcription, the reader vill eafily 
conceive how defirable fuch a conqueft muft be, 
and the difficulties that naturally oppofed themfelves 
toit; the greater, as at this time there was a confi- 
derable number of regular troops in the ifland, which 
has a numerous and well difciplined militia, excel- 
lently adapted to the fervice of the country, and can 
bring into the field a large body of negroes, ac- 
cuftomed to arms, and, in general, well affected to 
the intereft of their mafters. 

The men of war having filenced the batteries on 
fhore, and driven the enemy from their entrench. 
ments, the forces were landed without oppofition 
on the weft fide of Port Royal harbour ; but the 
deep gullies, inclofed by fteep precipices, proved 
an infurmountable obftacle to the regular march of 
the troops, or the conveyance of artillery. The 
enemy had broken up the roads; and the troops 
had to march five miles through fuch roads, and 
fuch an impaffable country, before the town of 
Port Royal could be attacked by land. » General 
Hopfon, therefore, judged the difficulties on the 
land fide infurmountable, and commodore Moore 
declaring it was impoflible to land the cannon near- 
er to the fort, the forces were reimbarked on 
the next day after their landing. | 
_ As nothing could be done againtt Port Royal, 
the fleet failed for St, Pierre, where, upon examin- 
ing the coaft, new difficulties arofe ; and it was de- 

. termined 


IN AMERICA. 149 


termined in a councilof war, at which both the prin- 
cipal land and fea officers affifted, that the fort.could 
not be reduced without fuch lofs to the troops and’ | 
fhips as would entirely difable them from ‘profe- 
cuting any further attempt: it was therefore apreed 
to abandon their enterprize againft Martinique. 
But though foiled in this their firft attempt, they 
refolved not to return home with the difgrace of hav- 
ing done nothing worthy of the greatnefs of the ar- 
mainent; and confidering that the ifland of Guada- 
loupe, another of the Caribbees, lying at the diftance 
- of thirty leagues to the weftward, was an object 
of almoft as much real confequence as Martinique, 
though neither fo ftrongly fortified or garrifoned, 

iramediately failed to attack that ifland. 
Guadaloupe is about fifteen leagues in length, and 
-¢welvein breadth; and obtainedits name from achain 
of mountains in Old Spain, fo called. To fpeak 
with accuracy, it is rather to be confidered as two 
iflands, divided from each other by a finall arm of 
- the fea, not above three hundred feet over in the 
wideft part. One of thefe iflands is called Grande 
Terre, the other Guadaloupe ; and are together in 
circuit about ninety leagues. Grande Terre is almoft 
deftitute of frefh water; but in Guadaloupe, not lefs 
than fifty rivers empty themfelves into the fea, ma- 
ny of them navigable for boats nine miles up the 
country, not to mention the numberlefs fprings 
which’ rife among the rocks, and after a thoufand 
beautiful meanders, lofe themfelves in the larger 
ftreams. No place in all the Weft-Indies ‘affords 
Lig more 
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more agreeable and romantic fcenes, being full of 
high mountains; one of which, that far overtops 
the reft, is a volcano, and produces confiderable 
quantities of fulphur. The ifland alfo contains 
hot-baths, of great ufe in medicine. The land in 
the vallies is extremely fertile, and produces the 
ufual Weft-Indian commodities, fugar, indigo, 
coffee, cotton, ginger, 8c. and the mountains 
abound with game. The air is more temperate and 
falubrious than it is in general between the tropics, 
and the country populous and flourifhing. The 
government comprehends two {maller iflands, viz. 
All Saints, and Defeada, which appear at a fmall 
diftance from the coaft, on the eaftern fide of the 
ifland. 

The French began to fettle in this ifland as early 
as 1632. But, like their other colonies, this con- 
tinued long in a languifhing condition, and did 
not emerge from its difficulties till after the peace 
of Utrecht, when France turned her attention 
ftrongly to thefe ilands. However, Guadaloupe 
partook lefs of its care than Martinique ; and yet 
from its natural advantages, it does not fall fhort 
of that ifland, either in the quantity or quality of 
its produce. Hitherto the importance of this 
ifland was little known to England; the people 
of Guadaloupe being forbid, by an old regulation, 
to trade directly with Europe, and only allowed to 
fend their produce to Martinique, from whence 
they were fupplied with European commodities. 
Attempts had been made upon this ifland in ie 
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and 1703 ; but the armaments being neither power- 
ful enough, nor the operations conducted with fuf- 
ficient abilities to produce any permanent effects, 
our troops only laid wafte the country, and retired 
with their booty : but on the prefent occafion, we 
were more able, ftrong, and fuccefsful. 

On the 23d of January the fleet arrived before 
the town of Baffe Terre, the capital of the ifland, 
a place of confiderable extent, large trade, and de- | 
fended by a ftrong fort, which, in the opinion of the 
chief engineer, was not to be reduced by the 
fhips. Notwithftanding which, commodore Moore 
brought four fhips of the line to bear againft the 
citadel ; the reft of the fleet were difpofed of fo as 
to act againft the town, and the batteries which ob- 
{tructed the landing. About nine in the morning 

captain Trelawney, in the Lion, began the engage- 

- ment, by attacking a battery of nine guns, and 
the firing foon became general, and was continued, 
with the utmoft fury, until night, when the citadel, 
and all the batteries, were effectually filenced. 
During this cannonade the bombs, that were in- 
ceffantly thrown into the town in vaft quantities, 
fet iton fire in feveral places; and the fire conti- 
nued burning the whole of this and the following 
day, when the town was almoft wholly reduced to 
afhes. In this fharp adtion, the lofs on the fide of 
the Englifh was very inconfiderable. The next 
day the forces landed without oppofition, and took 
poffeffion of the town and citadel, The ifland was, 
however, far from being reduced ; the country be- 
L4 ing 
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ing rugged, mountainous, and abounding with diffi- 
cult and dangerous paffes and defiles ; and the in- 
habitants ‘had: retired with their armed flaves into 
the mountains, determined to defend their pof- 
fefions to the laft extremity. © 
General Hopfon died at Baffe-Terre, on the 
azth of January, and was fucceeded in the ecom- 
«mand by general Barrington, who refolved to pro- 
 fecute the final reduétion of the ifland with vigour, 
and accordingly ordered part of the troops to em- 
bark for Grande Terre, under colonel Crump, who 
attacked and reduced the towns of St. Ann and 
St. Francois. Whilft this manoeuvre diverted the 
~enemy’s attention, the general himfelf attacked and 
carried the {trong polt of Gofier ; and thus Grande 
Terre was in a manner reduced, and difabled from 
fending any fupplies to Guadaloupe. 
‘A great part of the enemy had retired to a confi- 
‘ derable mountain, not far from the town of Baffe 
Terre, called ‘Dos d’afney or the Afs’s Back; a 
~ poft of great ftrength and. importance, as it com- 
manded the town, and at the fame time formed the 
‘ only communication between it and the Capes-terre, 
the moft level, pleafant, and fruitful part of thewhole 
ifand. It was judged impracticable to force a paf- 
fage into the Capes-terre, by this way, and all the 
reft of Guadaloupe was in the pofieffion of the 
French: a plan was therefore formed to furprize 
~Petit-bourg, Gonoyave, and St. Mary’s, and from 
““thence’to march into Capes-terre, the redution of 
‘which might be eafily accomplifhed. But this de- 
| 2 fign 
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fien failing, it was neceffary to attempt thofe places 
by open force: accordingly, colonel Clavering and 
colonel Crump landed, with a detachment of fif- 
teen hundred men, in a bay near Arnonville, with- 
out oppofition, and attacked. the enemy, who were 
{trongly intrenched at Le Corne,. a place ftrong by 
nature, and of the utmoft importance, as it cover- 
ed. the whole country as far as the Bay of Mahaut,, 
where provifions, and fupplies of all forts, were 
landed from the Dutch ifland of St. oie 
This poft, after a hort difpute, was forced ; ano- 
ther entrenchment, at Petit-bourg, met with the 
fame fate; and a. third, near St. Mary’s, was alfo 
carried. The troops having thus, at laft, pene- 
trated into Capes-terre, the ifland capitulated on 
the 1ft of May, on the following terms: ‘* The 
regular troops to be fent to Martinique, and allow- 
ed the ufual honours of war; and the inhabitants 
to be protected in their poffeffions, and-in the free 
enjoyment of their civil and religious liberties.” 
The capitulation was juit figned, when the French 
_ {guadron, commanded by M. Bompart, appeared 
off the ifland, and landed at St. Ann’s, in Grande 
Terre, the general of the French Caribbee iflands, 
with fix hundred regular troops, a confiderable 
number of free-booters and negroes, with a large 
quantity of arms and ammunition ; but finding 
that the ifland had capitulated, reimbarked his 
troops and ftores with all poffible expedition, and 
returned to Martinique. Had this reinforcement 
arrived a few hours fooner, in all probability, the 
reduc- 
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reduétion of Guadaloupe would have been found 
impracticable; the Englifh army having fuffered | 
vatt lofs by ficknefs, from the intolerable heat of 
the climate. The fmall iflands near Guadaloupe, 
Defeada, Santos, Petite Terre, and Marigalante, 
furrendered a few days after, on the fame terms. 

Thus this valuable ifland came into the poffeffion 
of Great-Britain, after a campaign of near three 
months, in which the Englifh troops perfevered 
with the utmoft firmnefs and courage. Continual 
fatigue, the air of an unaccuftomed climate, pofts 
{trong by nature and art, defended by men who 
fought for every thing that was dear to them; all 
thefe difficulties only increafed the ardour of our 
forces, who thought nothing impoffible under com- 
manders not more diftinguifhed for their intrepidi- 
ty and military fkill,than their zeal for the fervice of 
their country, and the perfect harmony that fubfifted 
betweenthem. It ought not to be omitted, to the 
honour of the inhabitants, that in general they ex- 
erted themfelves very gallantly in the defence of 
their country ; Madame du Charmey, a confidera- 
ble planter, particularlydiftinguithed herfelf, heading 
her fervants and negroes, and acquitting herfelf in 
a manner not unworthy of the braveft foldier, in the 
defence of her property. 
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The CAMPAIGN of 1760. 


Strong fquadron of fhips was {ftationed at 
Halifax, in Nova-Scotia, under the com- 
mand of Lord Colville, an able and experienced of- 
ficer, with inftructions to revifit Quebec in the 
~ fummer, as foon as the river St. Laurence fhould be 
navigable; and general Amherft,commander in chief 
of the forces in America, wintered in New-York, 
that he might be at hand to affemble his troops, early 
in thefpring, and recommence his operations for the 
entire reduction of Canada. General Murray, who 
was left governor of Quebec, with a garrifon of f{e- 
ven thoufand men, neglected no ftep that could be 
taken by the moft vigilant and abfe officer, for 
the maintaining the important conqueft of Que- 
bec, and fubduing all the Lower Canada, the inha- 
bitants of which actually; fubmitted, and took the 
oath of allegiance to the king of Great-Britain, 
He accordingly was no fooner fettled in his go- 
vernment, than he began repairing the ruins che the 
city, built eight redoubts of wood without the 
city, made foot-banks along the ramparts, opened 
embrafures, placed cannon, blocked up all the ave- 
nues of the fuburbs with a ftockade, caufed eleven 
months provifions to be carried up to the Higher 
Town, and formed a magazine of four thoufand 
fafcines. As foon as thefe, and feveral other ne- — 
ceflary labours were in fome meafure executed, he 
fent 
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fent out two detachments to take poffeffion of St. 
Foix and Loretto, two pofts of great confequence, 
as they fecured eleven parifhesin the neighbourhood - 
of the city. Another detachment, confifting of fe- 
veral hundred men, marched to St. Auguttine, 
_ brought off the enemy’s advanced guard, witha - 
great number of cattle, and difarmed the inhabi- 
tants. A third detachment of two hundred men, 
being fent to the other fide of the river, difarmed 
the inhabitants there alfo, and compelled them to 
take the oath of allegiance. By this ftep, the Eng- 
lith became mafters of the fouthern fide of the river 
St. Laurence, and were fupplied with good quanti. 
ties of fréfh provifions. During three whole months 
in the winter, the troops were employed in drag- 
ging wood for fuel into the city: this conftaat hard 
labour, together with the exceffive cold, and the 
want of vegetables and frefh provifions, greatly di- 
minifhed their number ; and before the end of A- 
prila thoufand foldiers were dead, and double that 
umber rendered unfit for fervice. 

In the mean time, the chevalier de Levis, the 
‘French general, got intelligence of the low ftate of 
the garrifon, and refolved to attempt carrying the 
city, in the depth of winter. In purfuance of this 
fcheme, he made all the neceffary preparations for 
this enterprize. His advanced pofts were efta- 
blifhed at Point au Tremble, St. Auguftine, and Le 
Calvaire, and the main. body of the army quarter- 
-ed between Trois Rivieres: and Jaques Quartier, He 
-alfo took poffeffion of Point: Levi, where he formed 
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a magazine of provifions, great part of which fell 
into the hands of the Englifh; for as foon as the 
river was frozen over, general Murray fent thither 
a body of two handred! men, at whofe approach 
the enemy abandoned their magazines, and’ re- 
treated with precipitation; whilft the detachment 
‘took poft in a church, until they could build two 
wooden redoubts, and fortify them with artillery. 
| The enemy foon returning with a greater force, to 
récover this poft, fome battalions, with the light 
infantry,, marched to cut off their communication ; 
but they fled in great confufion, and afterwards 
took poft at St. Michael, a confiderable diftance 
farther down the river. M. de Levis — now re- 
folved to defer the fiege of Quebec, that it ‘imight 
be carried on in a more regular manner. He cr- 
dered the French fhips up the river to be rigged, 
repaired ‘the fmall craft, ‘built gallies, caft bortibs 
and ballets, and prepared fafcines and gabions ; 5 
while” ‘general Murray. employed his garrifon in 
making preparations for a: vigorous: defence: He 
fent out a detachment, which furprized the enemy’s 
potts at St, Auguftine, Maifon Brulee, ‘and Cal-— 
vaire, where they took ninety prifoners, The light 
infantry were ordered to poflefs themfelves of aaa 
fortify Cape Rouge, to prevent the enemy’s landing 
at that place, and to be nearer at hand to obferve 
their motions ; but when the froft broke up, fo that 
their fhips could pafs down the Fiver, . the enemy 
ban dey, neat St. Auguitine, 
, The 
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The general, confidering Quebec as no other 
than a {trong cantonment, had projected a plan of 
defence, by extending lines, and intrenching his 
troops on the Heights of Abraham, which, at the 
diftance of eight hundred paces, entirely com- 
mand the ramparts of the city, and might have been 
defended by a {mall force againft a confiderable ar- 
my. Neceffaries of all kinds for this work had 
been provided, and in the middle of April the ge- 
neral intended to execute the intended lines, but 
found it impracticable, as the earth was {till cover- 
ed with {now in many places, andevery where ren- 
dered impenetrable by the froft. Being informed, 
on the 26th at night, that the enemy had landed 
at Point au Tremble, to the number of fifteen 
thoufand, including five hundred Indians, he or- 
dered all the bridges that lay in their way to be 
broke down, fecured the landing-places at Sillery 
and the Foulon, and next day marched out, at the 
head of the grenadiers of the army, five regiments, 
and the piquets for the garrifon, with ten fix pound- 
ers, to fultain the light infantry and Rangers, who 
were already advanced, took poffeffion of an ad-. 
vantageous fituation, and thus defeated the fcheme 
which the French commander had formed for cut- 
ting off the Englifh pofts. Thefe being all with- 
drawn, the general, the fame afternoon, marched 
back to Quebec, with little or no lofs, though his 
rear was harrafled by the enemy. 

Monf. de Levis and his army occupied .the vil- 
Jage and neighbourhood of St. Foy the following 
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night, and his advanced pofts pofieffed the coppice 
contiguous to the General Hofpital ; but early in 
the morning of the 28th, the Englifh light troops 
fallied out, and, with little difficulty, drove them 
to a greater diftance. General Murray confider- 
ing, that though the enemy were greatly fuperior in 
number, yet the Englifh forces were habituated to 
victory, and were provided with a fine train of ar- 
tillery, and that by fhutting them up at once with- 
in the walls of the city, he fhould rifk his whole 
ftake on the fingle chance of defending an indiffe- 
rent fortification ; a chance that could not be much 
leffened by an adtion, though the event fhould 
prove unfortunate, determined to hazard an engage- 
ment, and if unfuccefsful to defend the place to the 
jaft extremity ; then retreat to the Ifle of Orleans 
or Coudres with the remains of the garrifon, and 
there wait for a reinforcement. 

“In purfuance of this refolution, about feven 
o'clock, he marched out to the Heights of Abra- 
ham with his little army, confifting of about three 
thoufand one hundred and forty men, with eighteen 
pieces of cannon, viz. ten twelve-pounders and fix- 
teen fix-pouncers, and two howitzers: the troops 
alfo carried out their intrenching tools, the gene. 
ral’s intention feeming to be to rapeneh his army, 
and cover the town. Upon his arrival at thefe 
Eieights, he deferied the enemy’s van on the emi- 
nencies of the woods of Syllery, and the bulk of 
their army to the right, marching along the road 
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of St. Foy, inclining as they advanced, in order to 
conceal themfelves.. On this difcovery, his line of 
battle being already formed, the troops were order- . 
ed to throw down their intrenching tools, and 
march forward ; this being judged the decifive mo- 
ment to attack the enemy, in hopes of reaping eve- 
ry advantage that could be expected over an army 
not yet thoroughly arranged. The Engl ifh troops 
accordingly advanced with the orcatelt alacrity ; 
the right wing, commanded by colonel Burton,con- 
fifted OF the fortieth regiment, the eighteenth, and 
the fecond battalion of Royal Americans ; the left, 
under colonel Frafer, was formed of the twenty- 
eighth and feventy-eighth regiments, with thé 
Flighlanders ; the fifty eighth, was. the right 
center corps; and the forty-third, the. left cen- 
ter, was commanded by colonel. James; the fe- 
cond line was compofed of the thisty-fifth, and 
the third battalion of Royal Americans, drawn 
up two deep, to. appear more numerous ; major 
Dalling’s corps of light infantry. covered the right 
flank ; the left was fecured by captain Hazen’s com- 
pany of Rangers, and an hundred volunteers, 
commanded by captain Macdonald, the artillery — 
were placed occafionally in front, in the intervals, 
or on the flanks, as circumftances required, under 
the command of major Godwin, affifted’ by major 
M‘Kellar, the principal engineer... The field-pieces 
were extremely well ferved, and did amazing exe- 
cution ; and as foon as the army came within reach 
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of mufketry, the light infantry attacked the French 
grenadiers on the left of their army, and routed 
them. At the fame inftant, the volunteers and 
Rangers engaged their right, repulfed them in like 
manner, a, pofteffed themfeives of a redoubt oc- 
cupied before by the enemy. Their center pofts, 
feeing their right and left give way, fled without 
firing a fhot. Whilft the Englith troops gained 
this advantage over their van, the main body of 
the French army advanced with great expedition, 
compleatly formed in columns, in {pite of the ut- 
moft efforts of the Englifh. One of thefe columns 
came, without lofs of time, to fuftain their flying 
grenadiers, now purfued by the Englifh light infan- 
try, who being overpowered, were obliged, with great 
~ lofs, to retire to the rear, and were of little fervice af- 
terwards ; the enemy profiting thereby, inftantly 
wheeled round fome rifing grounds, ‘and charged 
the right wing of the Englifh army vigoroufly in 
flank ; while Monf. de Levis, with another divi- 
fion, made a like movement on the left, and then 
the action became obftinate on both fides. General 
Murray immediately ordered the thirty-fifth regi- 
ment from the fecond line, to fupport the right 
wing ; and the third battalion of Royal Ame: 
ricans to fupport the left, who acquitted them- 
felves with great honour. Quebec being the grand 
object, the enemy feemed regardlefs of the center 
of the Englifh army, hoping, if they could outflank 
the wings, they fhould be able to get between 
Vor. JI. ; M the 
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the Englifh army and the city. With this view, 
they fuftained their right and left wings with frefh 
reinforcements ; and fortune, at length, inclined 
to the more numerous army. The enemy poffeffed 
themfelves of two redoubts on the left of the Eng- 
lith army, which gave them a great advantage ; 
but by an excellent movement of the forty-third re- 
giment, ordered by colonel James, from the center, 
to fupport the third battalion of Royal Americans 
on the left; both thefe corps made a vigorous ef- 
fort to recover thofe works, and fucceeded; but at 
Jaft being reduced to an handful, were compelled 
to yield to fuperior numbers. In the courfe of the 
action, the Englifh were infenfibly drawn from their 
advantageous fituation into low fwampy ground, 
where the men fought almoft knee-deep in melted 
fnow: under thefe unhappy circumftances, it was 
impracticable to draw off the artillery, and after 
having performed prodigies of valour, our enfee- 
bled army, having the whole force or the country 
to contend with, and its communication with the 
town being in danger of being intercepted, after an 
engagement of two hours, was obliged to give up 
the conteft. - The troops were accordingly ordered 
10 fall back, a command they were hitherto un- 
acquainted with : the retreat was conducted with 
great regularity, and the enemy did not purfue 
with the fpirit which the importance of their victo- 
yy required, having been very roughly handled. 
Tho’ the Englifh had eleven hundred, of all ranks, 
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killed, wounded, and made prifoners, and loft the 
greateft part of their artillery : the French, whofe 
loffes fell moftly upon the flower of their army, loft 
double that number, and reaped no effential advan- 
tage from their victory. 

General Murray, far from being difpirited by his 
defeat, as foon as he retired within the walls of 
Quebec, profecuted the repairs of the fortifications, 
which had been interrupted by the feverity of the 
winter; and the foldiers exerted themfelves with 
incredible alacrity, not only in labouring at the 
works, but alfo in the defence of the town, before 
which the enemy had opened trenches on the very 
evening of the battle. Their fleet, confifting of 
three fhips, anchored at Foulon by Sillery, below 
their camp, and for feveral days their boats were 
employed in landing ftores, artillery, and pro- 
vifions. Mean while they worked inceffantly at 
their trenches before the town, and on the 11th of 
May opened one bomb battery, and three batte- 
ries of cannon. ‘The garrifon made the neceflary 
difpofitions to defend the place to the laft extre- 
mity, two cavaliers were raifed, fome outworks 
contrived, and one hundred and thirty-two pieces 
of artillery were placed on the ramparts, moftly 
dragged there by the foldiery. Though the ene- 
my cannonaded the place brifkly the firft day, 
their fire foon flackened, and their batteries were, 
ina manner, filenced by the fuperior fire of the 
garrifon 7 yet, notwith{tanding this formidable ar- 

tillery, had a French fleet from Europe appeared 
3 M 2 ; firft 
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firft in the river St, Laurence, in all probability 
Quebec would have reverted to its former owners, 

Lord Colvil had failed from Halifax, with the 
fleet under his command, on the 22d of April; 
but was retarded in his pafiage by thick fogs, con- 
trary winds, and great fhoals of ice floating down 
the river, Commodore Swanton, who had failed 
from England with a {mall reinforcement, arrived 
in the beginning of May with two fhips at the 
ifle of Bic, in the river St, Laurence, where he 
propofed to wait for the reft of his fquadron, which 
had been feparated from him in his paflage ; but 
one of thefe, the Leoftoffe, commanded by cap- 
tain Dean, had entered the harbour of Quebec, on 
the gth of May, and acquainted the governor that 
the Englifh fleet was athand. And thecommodore 
no fooner received intelligence that Quebec was be- 
fieged, than he failed up the river with ail poffible 
expedition, and on the isth, in the evening, an- 
chored above Point Levi. 

The governor exprefling an earneft defire that 
the French fquadron, above the town, mighr be re- 
moved, commodore Swanton in the Vanguard, 
with the frigates, worked up with the tide of flood, 
early in the morning of the 16th, to attack the 
French fquadron, Ac firft Mr. Vauguelin, the 
French commodore, fhewed an appearance of en- 
gaging, but foon made off: the Pomona was 
forced on the rocks above Cape Diamond, and 
burnt; the reft were purfued : the Atalanta was 
droye afhore near Point au Tremble about ten 
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leagues above the town, and fet on fire; and the 
remainder were all taken or deftroyed, except La 
Marie, a {mall floop of war, which threw her guns 
over-board, and efcaped to St. Peter’s Lake, a- 
bove Trois Kivieres. After having performed 
this notable fervice, the commodore fell down to 
the channel off Sillery, and enfiladed the right 
flank of the enemy’s trenches for feveral hours fo 
warmly, that between his fire, and that of the gar- 
rifon, they were entirely driven from their works, 
The French general fent a party, with two field- 
pieces, to play upon the Vanguard, but without 
any effect ; for by the thip’s fheering in the cur 
rent, fhe brought fome of her guns to bear on 
thofe of the enemy, and obliged them to retire. 

This difafter, and the arrival of a {trong Englifh 
fleet in the river St. Laurence, fo difpirited the 
enemy, that in the following night they raifed the 
fiege, and retreated with great precipitation, leaving 
behind them their artillery, ammunition, camp- 
equipage, implements, and provifions. As foon 
as the governor received this intelligence, he or- 
dered the batteries to fire a ricochét, in hopes the 
fhot might over-take them in their flight, and 
{cour the circumyacent country*, and marched him- 


* This method of firing is by elevating the guns at leaft ten 
degrees above their level, fo that the thot may bound and roll af: 
ter they ftrike. This is a very advantageous invention, and is 
 afcribed to marfhal Vauban; for guns are loaded with a {maller 
quantity of powder, and confequently lefs damaged, 
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felf, at the head of his forces, in purfuit of them’; 
but they had paffed the river at Cape Rouge, be- 
fore he could come up with their rear: however, 
he took fome prifoners, and agreat quantity of bag- 
gage. The enemy, who had fuftained great lofs 
during the fiege, having one hundred and fifty- 
two offieers killed and wounded, now retired as ex- 
peditioufly as poffible to Jaques Cartier, where they 
were abandoned by the greateft part of the Cana- 
dians, and having loft all hopes of fucceeding a-, — 
gainft Quebec, began to take proper meafures for 
the prefervation of Montreal, againft which gene- 
ral Amherft, notwithftanding all his difappoint- 
ments, was now meditating an expedition. 

At this place Mr. de Vaudreuil, governor-ge- 
neral of Canada, fixed his head-quarters, and pro- 
pofed to make his laft ftand againft the efforts of 
the Englifh general. He not only levied troops, 
collected magazines, and erected new fortifications 
in the ifland of Montreal, but even had recourfe 
to feigned intelligence, and other delufive arts, to 
fupport the fpirit of the Canadians, and their In- 
dian allies, and a¢ted with the fpirit and forefight 
of an able and experienced general, determined to 
exert himfelf to the utmoft for the prefervation of 
the colony, even though very little profpect of 
fuccefs remained. His hopes, {mall as they were, 
were founded on the natural ftrength of the coun- 
try, almoft inacceffible to an army by woods, moun- 
tains, and moraffes, which might retard the pro- 
erefs of the Englifh, and, perhaps, protract the 
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war until a general pacification. In thé mean time 
general Amherit conveyed inftructions to governor 
Murray, to advance by water towards Montreal, 
with all the troops that could be fpared from the 
garrifon of Quebec, and detached colonel Havi- 
land with a body of troops from Crown Point, to 
take poffeffion of the ifle Aux Noix, in the Lake 
Champlain, and from thence penetrate the neare{t 
way to the river St. Laurence; while he himfelf, 
with the main body of the army, amounting to a- 
bout ten thoufand men, including Indians, pro- 
ceeded from the frontiers of New York, by the 
rivers of the Mohawks and Oneida, to the Lake 
Ontario, and fell down the river St. Laurence to 
the ifland of Montreal: by thefe means he pro- 
pofed to hem in, and entirely furround the ene- 
my. In purfuance of this plan, two armed floops 
were provided to cruize on the Lake Ontario, 
under the command of captain Loring, as well 
as a great number of battoes for the tranfpor- 
tation of the troops, artillery, flores, baggage, and 
provifions ; feveral regiments were ordered to pro- 
ceed from Albany to Ofwezo; and the general 
leaving Schenectady in the latter end of June, ar- 
rived there himfelf on the ninth cf July with the 
remainder of the forces. 

Two French vefiels having appeared off Of- 
wego, fome battoes were difpatched to Niaga- 
ra, to inform captain Loring thereof, who im- 
mediately failed in queft of them; but they 


efcaped his purfuit, though they had been twice 
M4 feen 
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feen in the neighbourhood of Ofwego fince the ar 
rival of the general, who endeavoured to amufe 
them by fending battoes to different parts of 
the lake. The army being affembled, and joined 
by upwards of thirteen hundred Indians under Sir 
William Johnion, colonel Haldimand was detach- 
ed with the grenadiers, the light infantry, and a 
battalion of Highlanders, to take poft at the bot- 
tom of the lake, and affift the armed veffeis in find- 
ing a paflage to La Galette. On the tenthof Au- 
guft the army embarked on board battoes and 
whale boats, and proceeded towards the fource of 
the river St. Laurence. Learning that one of the 
enemy’s veffels had run aground, and was difabled, 
and that the other lay off La Galette, he determin- 
ed to make the beft of his way down to Sweegat- 
chie, and attack the French fort of Ifle Royale, 
farther down the river St. Laurence, the fource of 
which it ina great meafure commands. On the 
17th the row-gallies fell in with the French floop 
commanded by Mr. de Broquerie, which ftruck, 
after a warm engagement. The general having de- 
tached fome engineers to reconnoitre the coafts and 
iflands near L’Ifle Royale, made a difpofition for 
the attack of that fort, which was accordingly in- 
vetted, after he had poffeffed himfelf of the iflands. 
Some of thefe, viz. the iflands Galot and Picquet, 
the enemy abandoned with fuch precipitation, as to 
leave behind a number of {calps they had taken on 
the Mohawk River, two fwivel guns, a quantity of 
tools and utenfils, iron, and fome barrels of pitch, 
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The Indians were fo exafperated at finding the 
fealps, that they fired all the houfes, not {paring 
even the chapel. Batteries being erected on the 
neareft iflands, within fix hundred yards of the 
fort, it was cannonaded not only by them, but by 
the armed floops, which had anchored before ir, 
and a difpofition made for making an affaulr, 
when the governor, Mr. Pouchot, beat a parley, 
and furrendered the fort: the garrifon, confifting 
of near three hundred men, were made prifoners 
of war. The enemy, during the fiege, had a lieu- 
tenant of marines, with twelve men, killed, and 
thirteen wounded. The whole lofs on the fide of 
the befiegers, was twenty-one men killed, and 
twenty-three wounded. The fort mounted twelve 
twelve pounders, two eight pounders, two fix 
- pounders, thirteen four pounders, four brafs fix 
pounders, and four of one pound each. The ge 
neral finding the fort well fituated for command- 
ing Lake Ontario and the Mohawk River, em- 
ployed fome days in repairing the fortifications, and 
placed a garrifon in it of two hundred men, under 
the command of captain Ofborne. 

Fort Levis or L’Ifle Royale, as has been ob- 
ferved, is very advantageoully fituated: the ifland 
1s fava and entirely comprehended within the 
works, which are carried on in the fame irregular 
manner as nature has formed the infulary fhores 
about it; but the area of the fort is a regular 
{quare, within four baftions only, which feems to 
have been the firft intention on fortifying the 

~ ifland ; 
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iand; fo that, in all appearance, the other de- 
fences have been occafionally added, to render the 
place more refpectable, and cut off our communi- 
cation with Montreal, to which it is an excellent 
barrier. The country, north and fouth, inhabited 
chiefly by Indians, is level, rich, and capable of 
great improvements, which, with the uncommon 
fertility of the adjacent iflands, producing Indian 
and other corn in great plenty, and the profpeét of 
an immenfe fur trade, induced the government of 
Canada to eftablifh a ftrong fettlement in this dif- 
trict. 

From this place the navigation down the river 
St. Laurence was extremely difficult and dan- 
gerous, owing to a great number of violent rapids 
and falls; among which forty-fix battoes, feven- 
teen whale-boats, a row-galley, and above fourfcore 
men, with fome artillery, ftores, and ammunition, 
were loft. At length, after a tedious, fatiguing, dan- 
. gerous voyage, of two months and feventeen days, 
fince their departure from Shenectady, on the 
6th of September the troops were landed on the 
ifland of Montreal, without oppofition, except from 
fome flying parties, which exchanged a few fhot, 
andthen retired with precipitation. The fame day, 
the general repaired a bridge which the French had 
broke down in their retreat, and, after marching 
two leagues, formed his army on a plain before the 
city of Montreal, where they lay all night on their 
arms, the advanced centries being doubled ; and 
the fame precautions were taken at La Chine, the 

place 
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place where the troops landed, and where a ftrong 
body of forces had been left to guard the battoes, 
&c. 

Immediate orders were iffued for fome pieces of 
artillery to be brought up from La Chine. Gene- 
ral Amherft being “deteritinied to commence the 
fiege in form, without the leaft delay ; but in the 
morning of the feventh, the marquis de Vaudreuil 
fent two officers, to demand a capitulation ; 
which, after fome letters had pafled between the 
two generals, was granted, upon favourable terms, 
confidering that they were hemmed in on all fides. 
General Murray, with the troops from Quebec, 
who in his paffage had difpofed the inhabitants of 
the fouth fhore of the river St. Laurence to fubmit, 
and deliver up their arms, having burned the vil- 
lage of Sorel, the inhabitants of which werein arms; 
lord Rollo, with the reinforcement from Louif-— 
fbourg, made himfelf matter of Trois Rivieres, with- 
out oppofition, difarmed theinhabitants on the north 
fide, and obliged them to take the oath of neutrali- 
ty, had by this time both landed on the ifland of 
Therefa; and colonel Haviland, with the corps un- 
der his command,who had failed from Crown-Point 
on the 11th of Auguft, without meeting the leait op- 
pofition, till he came to Ile aux Noix, which, as foon 
as he had broke ground’ and erected batteries, the 
enemy Abandoned, as well as Fort Chambley, and 
every other poft in proportion as he advanced, 1n- 
til he reached ‘Longeil, on the fouth fide of the 
river, oppofite to Montreal, where he arrived alfo ag 
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the next day. This critical junétion of our three 
armies, effected in the fpace of forty-eight hours, 
was a circumftance equally favourable and fur- 
prizing, if we reflect on the different routs they 
purfued through an enemy’s country, where they 
had no intelligence of each other’s motions, the im- 
menfe difficulties they had to encounter every 
where, from a numerous and wary enemy, {till in- 
finitely heightened by the fingular nature of the 
country, and the danger of an unknown navigation. 
All Canada now furrendered, on condition of pre- 
ferving their civil and religious liberties, and pro- 
perties. As foon as the capitulation was figned, co- 
lonel Haldimand took poffeffion of Montreal with 
the grenadiers and the light-infantry, and brought 
off in triumph the colours of Shirley’s and Peppe- 
_rel’s regiments, that had been taken at Ofwego, 
and depofited here as trophies. Brigadier-general 
Gage was appointed governor of the place, with a 
earrifon of two thoufand men ; and general Murray 
returned to Quebec, where the garrifon was aug- 
_ mented to four thoufand. The mild, though deter- 
mined method, which general Amherft purfued in 
negociating with the marquis Vaudreuil, does him 
great honour; while his moderation and humani- 
ty, to an ungenerous enemy, reflects the greateft 
reproach on them for their paft cruelties, and re- 
peated breaches of faith, adds a tenfold luftre 
to his conqueft, proclaiming him the hero and 
Chriftian, and demonftrates to the whole world, 
the truth of what was fo fenfibly advanced by the 

immor- 
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immortal Wolfe, in his firft manifefto. ‘* The 
unparalelled barbarities exerted. by the French in 
America, might juftify the bittereft revenge; but 
Britons breathe higher fentiments of humanity, and 
BaD, 9 the merciful dictates of the Chriftian reli- 
gion.” 

Montreal, fituated on the ifland of that name, the 
fecond place in Canada, for extent, buildings, and 
{treneth, befides poflefling the advantages ot a lefs ri- 
gorous climate, for delightfulnets of fituation, isinf- 
nitely preferable to uslean It ftands on the fide of 
a hill, loping down to the river with the fouth coun- 
try, and many gentlemen’s feats thereon, together 
with the ifland of St. Helen, all in front; which 
form a charming land{fcape, the river St. Laurence 


here being about two miles acrofs. Though the 


city is not very broad from north to fouth, it covers 
a great length of ground from eaft to weft, 
and is nearly as large and populous as Quebec, 
The ftreets are regular, forming an oblong f{quare ; 
the houfes well built, and in particular the public 
buildings, which far exceed thafe of the capital in 
beauty and commodioufnefs 5 the refidence of the 
Knights Hofpitallers being extremely magnificent, 
There are feveral gardens within the walls, in which, 
however, the proprietors have confulred ufe more 


than elegance: particularly thofe of the Sifters of 


the Congregation, the Nunnery Hofpital, the Re- 
collects, Jefuits, feminary, and- governor. Belides 
thefe, there are many other gardens and beautiful 
plantations without the gates ; as the garden of the 
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General Hofpital, and the improvements of Mr. 
Liniere, which exceed all the reft, and are at an 
agreeable diftance on the north fide of the town. 
‘The three churches and religious houfes are plain, 
‘and contain no paintings, nor any thing remarkably 
‘cufious, but carry the appearance of the utmoft 
neatnefs and fimplicity. The city has fix or 
feven gates, large and fmall; ‘but its fortifica- 
tions are mean and inconfiderable, being encom- 
paffed by a flight wall of mafonry, folely calculated 
to'awe the numerous tribes of Indians, who reforted 
here at all times from the moft diftant parts, for the 
fake of trafic, particularly at the fair held here 
every year, which continued from the beginning of 
June till the latter end of Auguft, when many fo- 
lemnities were obferved, and the governor aflifted, 
and guards were placed to preferve good order, in 
fuch a concourfe of fo. great a variety of favage 
nations. There are no batteries on the walls, ex- 
cept for flank fires, and moft of thefe are blinded 


with planks and loop-holes, made at the embrafures _ 


for mufketry. Some writers have reprefented thefe 
walls to be four feet in thicknefs, but they are mif- 
taken: they are built of ftone, the parapet of the 
curtains: does not exceed twenty inches, and the 
miertins, at the flank-fires, are fomewhat thicker, 
though not near three feet. A dry ditch furrounds 
‘this wall, about feven feet deep, encompaffed with 

a regular glacis. 
On the infide of the town is a cavalier, on an ar- 
tificiaheminence, with a’ parapet of logs or fquared 
timbers, 
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timbers, and fix or eight old guns, called the cita- 
del. Such were the fortifications of Montreal, the 
fecond place of confequence in Canada, until the 
enemy raifed the fiege of Quebec; and then, in 
expectation that the Englifh forces would follow 
them, a battery was erected, with two faces for nine 
ouns, but had only four twelve-pounders mounted, 
two pointing to the navigation of the river, and the 
others to the road leading from Long-Point to the 
town, with a traverfe for mufketry, elevated on the 
infide of the battery, for the defence thereof, to- 
gether with fome piquet-works, forming a barrier 
to the entrance of the place, with loop-holes for 
their markfmen ; and thefe, with two advanced 
redoubts, were all the temporary works made 
for its defence. The inhabitants, in number 
about five thoufand, are gay and lively, more at- 
tached to drefs and finery than thofe of Quebec ; 
and from the number of filk facks, laced coats, and 
powdered heads that are conftantly feen in the 
ftreets, a {tranger would imagine, that Montreal 
was wholly inhabited by people of independent for- 
tunes. By the fituation of the place, the inhabi- 
tants are extremely well fupplied with all kinds of 
river fifh ; fome of which are unknown to Europe- 
ans, being peculiar to the lakes and rivers of this 
country. ‘hey have hkewife plenty of black cat- 
tle, horfes, hogs, and ‘poultry : the nei¢hbour- 
ing fhores fupply them with a great variety of 
game in the different feafons; and the ifland 
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abounds with well tafted foft fprings, which form a 
multicude of pleafant rivulets. , | 
The ifland of Montreal itfelf is near forty miles 
in length, and about: thirteen in breadth, where 
wideft, The foil ig exceedingly rich and good, 
producing, all kinds of European grain and vege- 
tables, in great abundance, with variety of garden 
fruits. The fouth fide is the moft inhabited, of 
courfe beft.culrivated ; and befides the fettlements, 
which are numerous, the ifland is adorned with vil- 
las, for the retirement of the more wealthy mer- 
chants during the fummer feafon. No Indians are 
fettled here 5 nor are they fond of fettling on 
iflands, from an heteditary diftruft left. “they 
fhould be cut off by the Europeans. The reli- 


- .g10US community of St. Sulpice, at Paris, were 


proprietors of this ifland, which they had by 
grant from the crown, and which produced them 


a confiderable revenue, 


The French miniftry had made an attempt to 
fuccour Montreal, by fending in the {pring a confi- 


. _ derable number of tranfports, laden with ftores, un- 


der the. convoy of fix frigates : ‘three of thefe. were 
taken in the Englifh Channel 3 but the reft which 
efcaped ecning., | that the Englifh fquadron had fail- 


ed up the river St. Laurence, toox fhelter in the Bay 


of Chaleur, on the coaft of Acadia, from whence they 
immediately difpatched an exprefs by land to Mon- 


treal, for orders from M. Vaudreuil. Captain Byron, 


who apamancee the fhips of war that were left at 
Louif- 
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Louifbourg, having recéived intelligence of them 
from bitgodies Whitmorz, governor of Louif- 
bourg, failed thither with his fquadron*, and 
found. them lying at anchor. The whole French 
fleet confited of the Machault, a frigate of thirty- 


two guns, Le Benfaifant of oe guns, pierced - 


for thirty, the Marquis de Malo’s of fixteen guns, 
_ and nineteen fmall veffels, which were all deftroy- 


ed, together with two batteries that had been raifed 


for their. protection, and fixty- feven Enelifh pri--- 


foners releafed, who had been taken by this fleet in 
{mall veffels bound for Quebec. The French 


town, confifting of two hundred houfes, was al- 


fo démolifhed, and the fettlement totally ruined. 
All the French fubjects inhabiting the territories 
from the Bay of Fundy to the Banks of the river 
St. Laurence, and all the Indians throughout: that 
tract of country, were now fubjécted to the Englith 
government. In the month of iJecember the pre- 
ceding year, the French colonifts of Miramichi, 


Rickebuétou, and other places along the gulph of 


St. Laurence, made their fubmiffion, by deputies, 


to colonel Frye, who commanded jn Fort Cpmber- 
Jand, at Chignecto. They afterwards renewed this - 


fubmiffion i in the mott formal manner, by fubfcrib- 


-. 


ing articles, by which they obliged themfelves, and | 


the people whom they reprefented, to repair in the 


+, The Ramé of feventy-nine guns, Dorfetthire feventy, AS 
chilles fixty, Repulfe thirty-two, and the Scarborough twenty. 
The channel being difficult, and little water, the large fhips 
could not poffibly reach higher than the firft battery. 
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fpring to Bay Verte, with all their effects and 
fhipping, to be difpofed of according to the direc- 
tion of colonel Laurence, governor of Halifax in 
Nova-Scotia. They were accompanied by two 
Indian chiefs of the Micmack nation, a powerful 
and numerous tribe, now become intirely depend- 
ent on his Britannic majefty. 


The CAMPAIGN of 1762. 


cE HE French being thus expelled from all their 
fettlements on the continent of North-Ame- 
rica, except that of Louifiana, bordering on the 
river Miffifippi, which was deemed an object of 
little or no importance, it was refolved, towards 
the clofe of the laft year, to transfer the feat of war 
to the French iflands in the Weft-Indies, againft 
which nothing had been attempted fince the reduc- 
tion of Guadaloupe, except that in the month of 
June laft, the neutral ifand of Dominica, which 
the French had fettled, was reduced by a {mall de- 
tachment from Guadaloupe, and four fhips of the 
line, with a few frigates, in the following mannner : 
On the firft appearance of the Englith fquadron off 
Rofeau, two deputies came off in order to treat of 
- furrendering ; but their firft fears fubfiding, the 
inhabitants refufed to fubmit, and manned their 
intrenchments. The fhips immediately anchored 
clofe to the fhore; the troops landed in the even- 

ing, 
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ing, and formed on the beach, under the fire of the 
fquadron. Lord Rollo, feeing the forces galled by 
an irregular fire from trees and buthes, confidering 
that the intrenchments commanded the town, which 
he had already taken poffeffion of ; that the coun- 
try was naturally ftrong, and the enemy might be 
reinforced before morning, refolved to attack their 
intrenchments, without delay ; ; which was imme- 
diately executed with fuch vigour and fuccefs, that 
the enemy were foon driven from all their batteries 
and intrenchments, and Mr. Longprie, the go- 
vernor, with fome other officers, were taken at hee 
head-quarters. Next day the inhabitants delivered 
up their arms, and took the oath of allegiance to 
his Britannic majefty. 

- The mifcarriage of the former expedition a- 
gainft Martinique, did not difcourage the Eng- 
difh miniftry from making it he, object of 
another attempt. A froma fquadron was ac- 
cordingly equipped, under rear-admiral Rodney, 
which failed from Spithead in the month of 
October, 1761, with a number of tran{ports, 
on board of which were four battalions from 
Belleifle, which were to be joined at Barbadoes 
by eleven battalions from New-York, together 
with fome regiments and volunteers from the Lee- 
ward Iflands ; fo that the whole of the land-forces 
did not fall much fhort ef twelve thoufand men, 
the chief command of whom was vefted in general 
Monckton, who had acquired {0 1 


much reputation 
in North-Americz. 
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The Englifh fleet, which now confifted of 
eighteen fhips of the line, befides frigates, bomb- 
veffels, &c. (having been reinforced by the fquadrorr 
on the Barbadoes ftation) anchored in St. Ann’s 
Bay, on the eaftern fide of the ifland, on the 8th of 
January, after filencing fome batteries which the 
enemy had erected on that partof the coaft. In the 
courfe of this fervice, the Kaifonable, a fhip of the 
line, was by the ignorance of the pilot loft upon © 
a reef of rocks, though the men were faved, toge- 
ther with her ftores and guns. The general, 
however, judging this an improper place for 
difembarkation, the troops were landed on the. 
16th, ata creek called Caf-navire, without the 
lofs of a man; the fleet having been difpoted 
fo properly, and having direéted their fire with 
fuch effect, that the enemy was obliged, in a 
fhort time, to abandon the batteries that had been 
erected to defend this inlet. The troops being 
landed, and reinforced with two battalions of ma- ~ 
rines from the fquadron, the general refolved to 
befiege the town of Fort Royal; but, in order to 
make his approaches, he found it neceflary to at- 
tack Morne Tortenfon and Morne Garnier, twe 
confiderable eminencies, which commanded the 
town and citadel, and were protected, like the other 
high grounds in this ifland, with very deep ravines, 
and this great natural ftrength improved by every 
contrivance of art. Morne Tortenfon was firft to 
be attacked. To favour this operation, a body of 
regular troops and marines were ordered to ad- 
vance on the right along the fea-fide, towards the 
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town,:!n order to take poffeffion of the redoubts 
which lay in the lower grounds. A thoufand feamen, 
in flat-bottomed boats, were to row clofe in fhore, 
to affift them in ‘their enterprize ; and the light in- 
fantry, fupported by the brigade of Walfh, was to 
advance on the left towards the country, and if pof- 
 fible toturn the enemy, whilft the grenadiers and 
the body of the army attacked their center, under 
the fire of the batteries, which had been erected on 
the oppofite fide, with great labour and _perfe- 
verance, the cannon having been dragged upwards 
of three miles by the feamen. .Thefe judicious 
difpofitions were executed with {pirit and refolution : 
the attack fucceeded in every quarter, and the 
enemy’s works were fucceffively carried, until, af- 
ter a {harp conteft, the Englith troops remained 
matters of the whole eminence; fome of the ene- 
my efcaping’ into the town, to the very gates of 
which. they were purfued, and the reft. to Morne 
Garnier, which was as ftrong and much higher 
than Morne acca ‘and of courfe command- 
ed it. 

Thus far the operations had proved fuccefsful ; but 
nothing could be done decifive without the poffel- 
fion ats the other emiinence, our troops being much 
molefted by the enemy from that fuperior firuation. 
Whilft proper difpofitions were making for the at- 
‘tack of Morne Garnier, the enemy’s whole force def- 
cended from that eminence, and attacked the Eng- 
lith advanced pofts, but.they were immediately re- 
pulled ; ; and the ardour of the Englith troops was 
| INE fo 
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fo great, that they improved a defenfive advan- 
tage into an attack, paffed the ravine with the fugi- 
tives, fcaled the hill, feized the batteries, and poft- 
ed themielvés on the fummit of Morne Garniers 
the French. regular troops efcaping into the town, 
and the militia difperfing themfelves in the coun- 
try. Thefe fignal fuccefles were obtained at the 
{mall expence of four hundred men, including a 
few officers, killed and wounded, in. the different 
attacks ; but the lofs of the enemy was much mote 
confiderable. 

The fituations which commanded the town and 


citadeP being now fecured, the enemy capitulated, 


as foon as the batteries were compleated, and 
furrendered this important place, the fecond in the 
ifland, on the 4th of February ; and next morning 
the garrifon, to the number of eight hundred, 
‘marched out with the honours of war, in order to 
embark ‘for France, BE Sale to the articles of ca- 
pitulation. 

St. Pierre, the capital, a ‘place of no contempti- 
ble ftrength, ftill remained to be reduced: and 
jt was apprehended, that the refiftance here might 
be confiderable, if the ftrength of the garrifon, in 
any degree, correfponded with that of the fortifi- 
cations, and the natural-advantages of the country ; 
bur the reduction of Fort Royal had fo greatly 
‘abated the enemy’s confidence, that, defpairing of 
making any effectual defence, they refolved to hold 
out no longers and general Monckton, juft ashe was 
ready toembark in orderto reduce St, Pierre, was 
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fortunately prevented by ‘the arrival of deputies, 
who came with propofals of capitulation for the 
whole ifland, from M. de la Touche, the go- 
vernor-general, who had retired with his forces to 
this town. On the 14th the terms were fettled, 
and the capitulation figned, which was nearly the 
fame as that granted to Guadaloupe ; and on the 
16th, the Englifh general took pofieffion of St. 
Pierre, and all the pofts in that neighbourhood, and 
M. de la Touche, the governor-general, with M, 
Rouille, the lieutenant-governor, the ftaff-officers, 
and about three hundred and twenty grenadiers, 
were embarked in tranfports for France. 

The furrender of Martinique naturally drew on 
the furrender of all the dependent iflands. Grena- 
da, a fertile ifland, and poffeffed of fome good har- — 
bours, was given up without oppofition ; St. Lucia 
and St. Vincent, the right to which had fo long 
been a bone of contention between the two na- 
tions, followed itsexample. Thus the Englith now 
became the fole and undifturbed pofleffors of -all 
the Caribbees, that chain of innumerable iflands, 
which forms an immenfe bow, extending from the 
eaftern point of Hifpaniola almoft to the continent 
of South-America; and though fome of thefe 
iflands are barren, none of them very large, and but 
few of them well inhabited, they boaft of more 
trade than falls to the lot of many sete 
kingdoms. 

The time in which Martinique was reduced, was 
a ‘circumftance of almoft as much confequence as 
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the reduction itfelf ; for war having been declared 
againft Spain in the beginning of | the year, it be- 
came advifable to ftrike early fuch an effective 
blow again({t that nation as might incline their mi- 
niftry to a fpeedy peace, or influence the fortune of 
the whole war, if it fhould continue. In order to 
execute this plan, it was neceffary to employ a very 
great force, and of courfe to recall a very confidera- 
ble part of the troops from Martinique, whillt the 
feafon permitted them to act. 

The Britifh adminiftration having determined to 
transfer the war into the Spanifh Weft-Indies, 
with great judgment, fixed their eyes at once 
upon the capital object, and refolved to com- 
mence their operations where others of lefs abi- 
lity would have chofen to conclude. The plan 
of the war in 1740, in the Spanifh Weft- Indies, in 
which we began with Porto-bello, and fo proceeded 
to Carthagena, &c. was mean, and founded on 
‘wrong principles; becaufe the fuccefS of one at- 
tempt did nothing towards infuring fuccefs in the 
others.- But the prefent plan was great and juft; 
the whole trade and navigation of the Spanilh 
“Weft-Indies centering at the Havannah, the con- 
‘queit of which would enable us effe@tually to in- 
tércept the enemy’s refources, and lay all Spanifh 
“America open to our future attempts. 
©. bAiseexpedition was intrufted to the ‘earl of Al- 
bemarle, as commander of the Jand forces, recom- 
mended for this fervice by the late duke of Cum- 
‘berland, under whofe aufpices he had been form@d 
to war; and the fleet Mermine to co-operate in the 
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attack, was commanded by admiral Pocock, who 
had already diftinguifhed himfelf by his gallant be- 
haviour in the Eatt- Indies. They failed from Portf- 
mouth on the 5th of March, and on the 27th of 
May following were joined off Cape Nicholas, on 
the north-welt point of Hifpaniola, by a detach- 
ment of the fleet from Martinique, under Sir James 
Douglas ; and in confequence of this junction, their 
whole force confifted of nineteen fail of the line, 
eighteen fmaller veffels of war, including bomb-vef- 
fels, 8c, and about one hundred and fifty tranf- 
ports, having on board near ten thoufand land- 
forces. A reinforcement of four thoufand men had 
been: ordered from New-York, and it was expect- 
ed would arrive time epouee to bear a part in aa 
military operations. right 
The common courfe of failing from Birope to 
the Havannah is to keep to the fouth of the ifland 
of Cuba, and fall into the track of the galleons: 
but this, though far the fafeft, being the moft te- 
dious paflage, and the fuccefs of the whole enter- 
prize depending upon its being in forwardnefs be- 
fore the hurricane-feafon came on, the admiral chofe 
the neareft courfe, through the Old Straits of Ba- 
hama, a narrow paflage, amidft a vaft number of 
fmall iflands, not lefs than feven hundred miles in 
length, from eaft to weft: this paflage, ‘through 
almoft its whole extent, is bounded on the right 
and left by the moft dangerous fands and fhoals, 
which render the navigation fo hazardous, that 
it has ufually been avoided by fingle, and even 
{mall 
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{mall veffels. However, the admiral being pro- 
vided with a good chart of lord Anfon’s, refolved to 
truft to his own fagacity, conduc, and vigilance, to 
carry fafely through thofe ftreights a fleet of near 
two hundred fail. Every precaution was taken to 
guard fo. bold an attempt from the imputation of 
temerity : a veflel was fent to recohnoitre the paf- 
face, and when returned was ordered to take the 
lead ; fome frigates followed; floops and boats 
were ftationed on the right and left, on the fhal- 
lows, with weil adapted fignals, both for the day 
and the night. The feet moved in feven divifions, 
and being favoured with good weather, through 
the admirable difpofitions which were made, got 
through the ftre ghts in. eight days, without the 
fmalleit lofs or intercaption + and on the 6th of ~ 
July Jay to, about five leagues to the eaftward of 
the Havannah, after having taken a Spanifh fri- 
gate and a ftorefhip in the paflage. 
St. Jago, fituated at the fouth-eaft part of the 
ifiand, is indeed the capital of Cuba: but the Ha- 
vannah, tho’ the fecond city in rank, is the firft-in 
wealth, extent, and importance. Its harbour is in 
every refpect-one of the beft inthe Weft-Indies, and 
sperhaps in the world, The entrance is bya narrow 
paflage, upwards of half amilein length,which after- 
wards expands into a large bafon, forming three cul 
de fac’s, capable of containing a thoufand fail of the 
largeft fhips, having almoft throughout fix fathom 
water, and being fheltered from every wind. In 
| this 
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this bay the rich fleets from the feveral parts of 
the Spanifh Weft-Indies, called the galleons and 
the flota, affemble, before they finally fet out on 
their voyage for Europe; which circumftance has 
rendered the Havannah, fituated on the weft fide 

of the harbour, in a beautiful-vale, with the fea in 

front, and furrounded on the oppofite fide by the 

river Sagida, one of the moft opulent, flourifhing, 
and populous cities in this part of the globe. 

Great care was taken to fortify and fecure a place, 

which, being the center of fo rich a commerce, 

would naturally become the faireft mark for the at- 

tempt of anenemy. The narrow entrance into 

this harbour was fecured on one fide by a very | 
{trong fort, called the Moro, built upon a projec- 

ing point of land; onthe other it was defended by 

oa fort, called the Puntal, which joined the town. 

_ ‘The town itfelf, which ftands oppofite to the Mo- 

ro, was alfo furrounded by a good rampart, flanked © 
with baftions, and fecured with a ditch. 

The Spaniards, who for fome time had been pre- 
paring for war, had formed a confiderable navy in 
the Weft-Indies. This fleet, which amounted to 
twelve fail of the line, befides frigates, lay now in 
' “the bafon of the Havannah, not having received, 
‘when the Englifh armament appeared before the 
port, any authentic account from their court of the 
commencement of hoftilities between the two na- 
‘tions. But though the Spaniards were very far from 
being deficient in taking proper meafures for 

| | their 
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their:defence, in every:other refpect, almoft the on- 
ly, afte they made»of their fhips was to fink three 
ef them behind a ftrong boom, which they Jaid 
acrots the mouth of the harbour? 
» js foon as all things were in readinefs for a ge- 
nera] difembarkation..of the troops, the admiral, 
with part of the fleet; bore away to the weftward, 
and made a feint: of attempting to land upon that 
fide, about four miles from the town ; «while com- 
modore Keppel, with another part of the fquadron, 
approached to the eaftward of the harbour, and ef- 
fected; a landing without eppofition, between the ri- 
wers Bocanao and: Coxemar, about fix miles from 
the, Moro; having previoufly filenced a fmall fort. 
Phe principal body of the army was deftined to a&t 
wpon that fide: it was divided into two corps, one 
of which, commanded by general Elliot, was ad- 
vanced a confiderable way up the country, towards 
‘the fouth-eaft of the harbour, in order to cover the 
fiege, and to fecure the parties employed in water- 
ing, and. procuring: provifions ;, the. other, under 
general Keppel, : was immediately employed in the 
attack on the Moro, to the reduction of which the 
€fforts of the Enelifh were principally directed, as 
the Moro commanded the town and; the entrance of 
the harbour. To make a diverfion in favour of 
-this grand operation, a detachment of two thoufand 
-men, including eight hundred marines, :under colo- 
mel Howe, were landed at Chorera river, four miles 
‘to the:weftward of the town. Such was the difpo- 
-tion of the land-forces during the fiege. 


The 
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~The hardfhips which our'troops encountered ia 
carrying on the fiege of the Moro are almoft inex- 
preffible: the earth was every where fo thin, that 
it was with the greateft difficulty they could cover 


—themfelves in their approaches. There being ‘no 


fpring or river near, it was neceffary to bring water 
from a great diftance ; and fo precarious and: {canty 
was this fupply, that they were frequently obliged 
to procure it from the fhips. Roads for communi- 
cation were to be cut through thick woods, 
and the artillery was to be dragged a vatt 
way over a rough rocky fhore. But fuch was 
the refolution of our people, that no difficul- 
ties, no hardfhips, flackened for a moment the 
operations again{t this important place. ‘Batteries 
were, in Fite of all difficulties, raifed againtt the 
Moro, and along the hill upon which this fore 


ftands, in order to force the enemy’s fhips farther 


into the harbour, and thus prevent them from 
difturbing the approaches. 

The garrifon ia the Moro had ftilla communica- 
tion with the town, from which they received rein- 
forcements and fupplies ; andon the 2qth of June 
made a fally with a thoufand chofen men, and a de- 
tachment of armed negroes and mulattoes, in order 


to deftroy the works of the befiegers : : but were re- 


pulfed by the piquets, and advanced pofts, with the 

lofs of above two hundred men killed or taken. 
Whilft the works were vigoroufly carrying on 

afhore, the admiral, not contented’ with the great 


aflittance which he had before lent to every part of 


the:land fervice, refolved to try fomething further, 
and 
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and which was more immediately within his own 
province, towards the reduction of the Moro. 
Accordingly, on the 1ft of July, the day the 
Englith batteries were opened, three of the largeft 
fhips of the line, the Dragon, the Cambridge, 
and the Marlborough, commanded by captains 
Hervey, Gooftrey, and Burnet, were fent to at- 
tack that fort, which they cannonaded for {fe- 
ven hours without intermiffion; buc the Moro 
being fituated upon a high and very fteep rock, 
was proof againft all their efforts : befides, the fire 
from the oppofite fort the Puntal, and the batte- 
ries of the town, galled them extremely, infomuch, 
that in order to fave the fhips from abfolute deftruc- 
tion, Commodore Hervey was obliged at length, 
though unwillingly, to difcontinue ‘the attack, as 
the fhips were very much fhattered in this long 
and unequal conteft. We had one hundred and 
fifty men killed and wounded, including cap- 
tain Gooftrey, of the Cambridge, a brave and ex- 
perienced officer, who fell in the beginning of the 
engagement. This bold attempt was neverthelefs 
of confiderable fervice, by diverting the enemy’s 
attention to that fide: the Englifh, in the mean 
time, pouring in their fire with redoubled fury from 
the batteries, it foon became much fuperior to that 
of the enemy, and greatly damaged their works : 
but the moment the fhips retired, the Spaniards 
returned again to the eaftern face of the fort, and 
made as vigorous a defence as before, and both 
fides kept up a conftant fire for feveral days. It 
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now became evident, that the reduction be this for- 
trefs mult be a work of time. 

In the midf of this fharp and doubtful a 
the capital battery againft the fort unfortunately 
took fire, and was almoft wholly confumed; and 
the labour of fix hundred men, for feventeen days, 
deftroyed in a moment. 

This mortifying ftroke was felt the more fevere- 
ly, becaufe the other hardfhips of the fiege were be- 
come by this time almoft infupportable. The rein- 
- forcement from North-America had been in vain 
expected ; ficknefs had reduced the army to half 
its number, at the fame time that it doubled the fa- 
tigue of the few who {till preferved fome remains 
of ftrength ; and no lefs than three thoufand of the 
feamen were in the fame miferable condition : be- 

fides, as the feafon advanced, the profpect of fuc- 
_ ceeding grew fainter; and the fleet riding on an 
open fhéde, muft to all appearance, be cusaiid to 
inevitable ruin, if the hurricane-feafon fhould come 
on. before the reduction of the place. But in the 
midit of thefe diftreffes, ‘the fteadinefs of the com- 
manders infufed life and activity into the troops, 
and roufed them to incredibleexertions. New.bat- 
teries were erected in the place of the old ; and their 
fire now foon became fuperior tothat of theenemy: by 
degrees the cannon of the fort were filenced, all the 
uppersworks beaten to pieces, and at length, on the 
20th of July, the troops made.a lodgement on the 
covered way. Some days before they gained this 
great advantage, the Jamaica fleet appeared in its 
paflage 
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paflage to Europe, from which the army procured 
bags of cotton, and feveral conveniencies for the 
fiege. Not many days after, a confiderable part 
of the troops from New-York arrived. Some of 
the tranfports, in their paffage through the Old Ba- 
hama ftreights, were loft; but the men were faved, 
and brought off in five floops, detached by the 
admiral on that fervice: five other tranfports, hav- 
ing on board three hundred and fifty of Anflru- 
ther’s regiment, and an hundred and fifty provin- 
cials, were taken by a French fquadron near the 
paffage between Maya Guanna and the North 
Caicos. 

In this advanced ftate of the fiege a new difficul- 
ty appeared; an immenfe ditch, eighty feet long and 
forty feet wide, more than forty feet of that depth 
cut in the folid rock. . The foil of the neighbour- 
ing country being very thin, it appeared impoffible 
to fill it up. To undermine it was the only expe- 
dient, which might have proved impracticable, if: 
fortunately a thin ridge of rock had not been left 
in order to cover theditch towards the fea. Along. 
this ridge the miners paffed, without cover, to the 
foot of the wall, where they made a lodgment with 
little Jofs. Inthe night of the 21ft a ferjeant, and 
twelve men, {caled the walls by furprize ;. bur, the 
garrifon being alarmed before they could be fuf- 
tained, were obliged to make a precipitate retreat. 
Next day, at four in the morning, a body of twelve 
hundred men, chiefly compofed of the country mi- 
litia, mulattoes, and: negroes, were tranfported a- 
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érofs the harbour, climbed the hills, and attacked 
the befiegers in three different places, under cover 
of 2 warm fire from the Fort Puntal, the weft baf 
tion, the lines and flanks of theentrance, and tne 
fhipping in the harbour. But after a warm dif- 
pute, which coft the Englith about fifty men, kill- 
ed and wounded, all the three parties were re- 
pulfed, and driven down the hill with great flaugh- 
ter, 2 confiderable number being drowned in the 
hurry of their retreat. The Spaniards loft in this 
well concerted but unfuccefsful fally, upwards. of 
four hundred men... On the goth, about two in the 
morning, a floating battery was towed out into the 
harbour, and fired with grape-fhot and fmall arms 
into the ditch, though without any great interrup- 
tion to our miners; and the clofe fire of the cover- 
ing party foon compelled the enemy to retire. 
This was the laft effort for the relief of the Moro, 
which, though abandoned by the city, did not of- 
fer to capitulate. In the afternoon of the fame day 
two mines were fprung with fuch effect, that a prac- 
ticable breach was made 1n the baftion ; and orders 
were immediately given for the affault. The troops 
mounted the breach with great intrepidity, and drove 
the enemy from every part of the ramparts, after a 
fhort, tho’ warm difpute, in which about one hun- 
dred and thirty Spaniards were killed, including fe- 
veral officers of dittinction, in particular Don Louis 
de Velafco, the governor of the fort, (the marquis 
‘Gonzales having been blown up when the mine 
was {fprung) who had diftinguifhed himfelf from 
Vou. II. O the 
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beginning of the fiege by his courage and activity 5 
and in.this laft. action, after performing every thing 
that could be expected from the moft romantic 
gallantry, fell by a fhot he received in defending 
the colours of Spain. About four hundred of the 
garrifon threw down their arms, and were made 
prifoners ; the reft were either killed, or drowned 
in attempting to efcape to the Havannah, In this 
attack the Englifh loft but two lieutenants and 
twelve men; and one lieutenant, four. ferjeants, 
and twenty-four men only, were wounded. 

The governor of the Havannah now directed 
his chief fire againft the fortrefs which he had loft, 
and fent down a large fhip of the line to the en- 
trance of the harbour, from whence fhe could bat- 
ter it with more effect: her efforts, however, were 
fruitiefs. In the mean time general Keppel ere&- 
ed a line of batteries, confifting of forty-three pieces 
of cannon and twelve mortars, along the hillof the 
Cavannos, on the extremity of which the fort ftands, 
in order to command the whole eaftern fide of the 
city, from one end to the other; and a plan was 
formed for making a new attack to the weftward of 
the town. Onthe roth of Auguft the batteries on 
the Cavannos being finifhed, the earl of Albemarie 
fummoned the governor to furrender, who refo- 
lutely anfwered, “that he would defend the place to 
the laft extremity. Next morning, at day-break, 
the batteries began to play againft the town and the 
‘Puntal with fuch continued and irrefiftible fury, 
that the Puntal fort was filenced in fix hours, and in 
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another hour the north baftien was almoft difabled. 
Flags of truce now appeared from every quarter 
of rhe town, which were followed by a capitulation, 
whereby the eftablithed religion, their former laws, 
and private properties, were fecured to the inhabi- 
tants. The garrifon, which was reduced to about 
feven hundred men, was conveyed to Old Spain, 
and on account of its brave defence, was allowed the 
honours of war. A dciftrict of one hundred and 
eighty miles weftward was included in the capitu- 
lation. The Spaniards ftickled hard to fave the 
men of war, and to have the harbour declared neu- 
tral; but after two days altercation, hoftilities be- 
ing about to be renewed, they thought proper to re- 
cede from their demands; and the Englith troops 
were put in poffeffion of the Havannah on the 14th of 
Auguft, after a fiere of two months and eight days, 
at the expence of five hundred men, including fif- 
teen officers, killed ; and about feven hundred, 
comprehending thirty-nine officers, cut off by 
contagious diforders, which raged with redoubled 
violence after the reduction of the place. 

The acquifition of the Havannah was not only a 
military advantage of the higheft clafs, but equal to 
the greateft naval victory, by its effect on the marine 
force of Spain; and the plunder equalled the pro- 
duce of a national fubfidy. Nine fail of Spanith 
fhips of the line, fome of the fineft veffels in the 
world, were taken, with four frigates ; and two 
more, that were in forwardnefs on the ftocks, were 
deftroyed. Three of their capital fhips had been, 
) O 2 as 
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as has been already mentioned, funk by themfelves 
at the beginning of the fiege, In ready money, 
tobacco collected at the Havanrah on account of 
the king, and other valuable merchandize, the 
plunder did not fall much fhort of three millions 
fterling, exclufive of great quantities of artillery, 
fmall arms, and warlike ftores, that fell into the 
hands of the conquerors ; fo that the Britith nation 
was more than indemnified for the expedition, and 
the lofs to Spain was irreparable. 

M. de Ternay having efcaped from Breft in a 
foe, with four fhips of the line and a bomb-ketch, 
with a proportionable number of land-forces, ar- 
rived on the 24th of June at the Bay of Bulls, in 
Newfoundland, where he landed fome troops with- 
out oppofition; and finding the ifland unprepared 
to make a refiftance, took poffeffion of two fmall 
Enetith fectlements, Trinity and Carbonear, which 
he deftroyed, as likewife the ftages for curing cod, 
and implements of the fifhery, took feveral veffels, 
and did confiderable damage to the Englith fettlers 
on different parts of the coaft. The town of St. 
“John’s, being in no condition of defence, alfo ca- 
-pitulated ; and the garrifon, confifting of one com- 
pany of foldiérs, were made prifoners of war, to- 
gether with the officers and créw of his majefty’s 
floop the Gramont, which was in that harbour. 

This petty triumph was but of a very fhort du- 
‘ration. The armament fitted out in England to 
setake Newfoundland, the moment the news ar- 
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rived, was rendered unneceffary by the vigilance and 
activity of general Amherft, ote in chief in 
North-America, Having received advice of the 
progrefs which the French armament had made on 
the coatt of Newfoundland, he detached. colonel 
Ambherft with a body of land forces, and lord Col- 
ville, who commanded. the Englifh fquadron in A- 
‘merica, to recover this valuable iland. Lord Colville 
accordingly failed from Halifax, and blocked up the 
harbour of St. John by fea, even while M. de Ter- 
nay, the French commodore, lay at anchor in it with 
_afuperior fquadron. On the ith of September 
he was joined by colonel Amhberft, who had touch- 
ed at Louifbourg, and taken on board fome troops, : 
which, with thofe embarked at Halifax, amounted 
to about eight hundred, chiefly Highlanders and 
light infantry. The troops landed, after a fhort 
refiftance, in Torbay, about feven. miles to the 
northward of St. John’s; and though this part of 
the country was rendered dificult by mountains 
and paffes, occupied by the enemy, the Britith 
forces advanced to the {trong poft of Kitty-vitty, 
which they took {word in basic and likewife drove 
the enemy from two other heights, which they had 
fortified, and did not abandon without bloodthed. 
On the 16th of September they encamped in the 
neighbourhood of St. John’s Fort, and next day a 
mortar-battery was compleated. “The French com- 
~modore had funk fome fhallops in the entrance of 
the harbour, which was commanded by a breaft- 
3 O 3 work 
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work and an unfinifhed battery. Thefe being 
taken, and the channel opened, colonel Ambherft 
received his artillery and ftores by water convey- 
ance. Unfortunately lord Colville, with his fqua- 
dron, was drove by contrary winds to fome dif 
tance from the coaft. In his abfence, M. de Ter- 
nay took advantage of a thick fog, and made his 
efcape, not being difcovered by the Englifh fleet till 
he had got at a confiderable diftance. On the 
10th, in the morning, M. de Haufonville, the com- 
mander of the French forces at St. John’s, who 
had already been fummoned, but had refufed to 
furrender, thought proper to demand a capitulation, 
and furrendered himfelf, with his garrifon, prifoners 
of war, on condition of being conveyed to Breft 
the firft opportunity. They were a fine body of 
troops, and nearly equal in number to the befiegers, 
Thus the town and fort of St. John’s, with all the 
other petty places which the French had taken on 
this coaft, were recovered with very little lofs, by a 
handful of troops, who acted with moft remarkable 


refolution, and furmounted many difficulties, by 


dint of indefatigable labour and perfeverance, In 
this fhort. expedition, lieutenant Schuyler, of the 
Royal Americans, was killed: captain M‘Donald 
died of the wounds he received in attacking one 
of the enemy’s fortified pofts: the captains Bailie 
and M‘Kenzie were wounded, but recovered: and 
not above twenty men were loft in all the different 


actions. 
Such 
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Such were the principal events of the late moft 
glorious war in every part of America; and hav- 
ing omitted no care to render our narrative as per- 
fect as the nature of the work would permit, we 
flatter ourfelves, it has proved as entertaining as 
the fubject is interefting to the reader. 
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} HE extent or boundaries of Canada are va- 
rioufly fixed by the French geographers, and 
perhaps yet remain undifcovered, as well as the 
fource of the river St. Laurence, which runs through 
this country, and is pretended to be derived from 
remote north-weftern lakes, as yet unknown to 
Europeans. Leaving thefe matters to more com- 
petent judges, we fhall confine our account of this 


country 
I 
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country from Lake Ontario, lying between 41 and 
43 deg. north latitude, weft longitude 79 deg. 
which feems to be the moft natural fource of this 
noble river, to its eulph or entrance at Cape 
Raye, on the ifland of Newfoundland ; and to the 
lands and fettlements immediately in view of this 
navigation, being the moft interefting parts of this 
colony: the extenfive forefts backward of them, 
being, to this day, chiefly in their rude primitive 
ftate, uninhabited and unfrequented, except by the 
native favages, and the coureurs du boils or hunt- 
ers, whofe accounts are extravagant and erroneous. 
The entrance of the river St. Laurence is formed by 
Cape Kaye, before-mentioned, on the north-eaftand 
north; by theifland of Cape Breton on the fouth-weft, 
fituated about one hundred sages from Quebec, 
the capital, which lies « about the center of the pro- 
vince; thence to Trois Rivieres, reputed half-way 
to Montreal, thirty-three leagues ; and from Mon- 
treal to the north-eaft point of Lake Ontario the 
diftance is, by computation, near feventy leacues, 
But there is another entrance into the river from 
the fea, north-about through the Streights of Belle- 
ifle, an ifland of no great extent, on the eaftern 
coaft of New-Britain, which gives name to thefe 
fireights, and feparates the north part of New- 
foundland : this paffage, however, being very un- 
fafe, is feldom frequented. | : 

The iflands in this long extenfive river are almoft 
innumerable, and many of them are fertile, inha- 
bited, and well cultivated; particularly the ifles of 

- Coudre 
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Coudre and Orleans, below Quebec; thofe of St. 
Ignatius, Therefa, Montreal, andJefus,with fome of 
leffer note in that difirict ; and feveral others to the 
fouth-weft of them in the Lake St. Francis, the 
principal of which is St. Peter’s. Montreal and 
Orleans are the moft confiderable ones : but the 
former having been already defcribed, we fhall 
proceed to give a fhort defcription of the Ife of Or- 
leans only. This ifland, though not above twen: 
ty-one miles in extent, and not above four broad in 
its wideft part, is divided into five parifhes, and 
contains feveral gentlemen’s feats. Its fituation is 
delightful, on a noble river, in the heart of a charm- 
ing country, and furrounded by a great number of 
natural curiofities, and pleafant villages. The 
north-weft and north fides of the ifland are woody ; 
but all the reft of it is laid out in compact farms, 
and. very well cultivated. The foil is fertile, 
producing every fpecies of grain and vegetables, 
the fame as in England. | 

There are a great variety of fafe and commodi- 
ous harbours in this river, after clearing the iflands 
of Cape Breton and St. John; of which the prin- 
cipal are Chaleurs, Gafpee, Tadoufac, and Chau- 
diere ; but the haven of Quebec exceeds all the reft, 
where an hundred fhips of the line may ride in 
the greateft fafety. 

The navigation of this river, from its entrancce 
to Quebec, is not fo difficult as reprefented by the 
French, for political reafons ; but with refpeé to 
the upper part, from that capital to Montreal, tho” 

there 
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there is water enough for veffels not drawing more 
than eleven feet ; yet the navigation is difficult and 
perplexing, and in tacking from one fhore to ano- 
ther, obftructions are frequently met with, and 
which, according to the Canadians, are often 
moved from one part of the river to another, by 
the immenfe floats of ice that roll up and down the 
currents, at the breaking up of the winters : and, 
as the currents are extremely rapid in moft places, 
veffels fhould be well provided with fuffcient 
ground-tackle. ‘There are no cataraés between 
the capital and Montreal, as fome writers have ad- 
vanced, except a ftrong ripple between Jaques 
Cartier and Chambaud, called the Kapids of Rich- 
lieu ; where, at high water, though the channel runs 
ferpentine, there is a fufficient depth for a forty- 
gun fhip. In the navigation from Montreal up- 
wards, frequent interruptions are met with, particu- 
Jarly between that ifland and lake St. Francis; but 
the others, between the lalze and Ifle Royale, are 
more frightful than dangerous. Sloops cannot’ 
work higher up than Montreal, nor come far- 
ther down from Lake Ontario than to Ifle Royale ; 
but the intermediate difficulties may be furmounted 
by flat- bottomed-boats or canoes, Upon the whole, 
this is a moft valuable river, and, except at its very 
entrance, free from thofe fogs fo endemial to the 
coafts of Nova-Scotia, Cape Breton, and Newfound- 
Jand. | 

The lower part of the country, from the mouth 
of the river St. Laurence, is wild, uncultivated, 


and 
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and on the fouth fide covered with impenetrable 
woods, moftly of pine and dwarf-fpruce, with ftu- 
pendous rocks and barren mountains, which form 
a moft difmal profpect ; while the north, for fevera! 
leagues, is low, marfhy, and covered with ftrong 
reeds, rufhy grafs, with clofe forefts, appearing at 
fome diftance. The firft fettlement after clearing 
the frontiers of Nova.Scotia, is St. Barnaby, on 
the fouth fhore, about thirty leagues within the 
gulph, where the fight is entertained with a prof- 
pect of an open, feemingly fertile, civilized coun- 
try; and the numerous parifhes from thence up- 
wards, though fome fpots are barren, are in general 
fertile, open, and well cultivated, producing corn, 
flax, and vegetables, ftocked with horned cattle, 
fheep, fwine, poultry, and horfes, and exceedingly 
well watered by innumerable rivers and rivulets, 
which empty themfe]lves into the river St. Lau- 
rence, and are plentifully ftored with falmon, eels, 
and other fifh peculiar to thefe waters *. "The 


north 


* The principal fith inhabiting the river St. Laurence, from 
its guiph to the lakes, are a great variety of fmall whales, 
particularly the fouffleur, fo called from his blowing the 
water after diving, as whales do, through an hole behind 
his head. Porpoifes, dolphins, and fea-cows, innumerable, 
This laft is an amphibious animal, as large as fome oxen, 
which has a fkin like that of a fea-dog, and a mouth like 
a cow, with two projecting teeth, crooked downwards, about 
half a yard long: thefe tufks are as valuable as ivory, and are 
applied to the fame ufes : the fore-feet are like thofe of a cow, 
the hinder-feet webbed, like thofe of a goofe. This animal 

has 
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north country does not make fo promifing an 
appearance ; the firft fettlements being the king’s 
farms at Mal Bay, near the river Saguenny, 
and haven of Tadoufac. Where-the lands have 
undergone cultivation, the foil is kind; but the 
country eaft and north-eaft of thefe farms remains 
in its original ftate, with lofty and fteep banks to 
the river. The lands on the fouth fide alfo rife 
gradually high and fteep, after clearing the woody 
ifland of Anticofti, with trees and underwoods on 
the fides of the declivities, and continue fo for the 
moft part on both coafts, all the way upwards. 
From Mal Bay to: Cape Tourmente, not lefs than 
thirty miles, is mountainous and barren; but then 
the eye is agreeably furprized with a pleafant fet- 
tlement, called St. Paul’s ; where, and from which 
parifh upwards, the country is in general clear, fer- 
tile, and well improved, in like manner as the 
Jands on the fcuth coaft, and interfected by nume- 
rous rivers and ftreams, that run into the river St, 
Laurence. However, neither coaft is uniformly 
fruitful ; there are feveral exceptionable tra¢ts on 

both 


has feldom more than one or two young ones, is ftrong, wild, 
and very difficult to be taken on fhore. It is faid to eat neither 
flefh nor fifth; but that its food confitts of a fubmarine weed, 
known by the name of fea-forrel. The inhabitants catch them 
by the following ftratagem : they tie a bull to a ftake, fixed on 
the fhore, in the depth of two feet water: they then beat and 
torment him, by twifting his tail, until they make him roar; 
as foon as thefe creatures hear his cries, they crawl to the bull, 
and are eafily taken. Salmon, oo bafs, mackarel, polpetet 
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both fides, and in many parifhes fmall forefts are 
met with, perhaps defignedly left for fuel, thelter, 
andother perpofes.. The lands on the coafts, from 
Montreal to Lake Francis, are very woody, with 
a cold and fpungy foil; but from this lake to Lake 
Ontario, north and fouth, the ground is much bet- 
ter, producing variety of excellent timber for fhip- 
building, good grafs, and little or no underwood. 
‘The French had no fettlements farther weft than the 
Cedars, about half-way between Lake Ontario and 
Lake St. Francis ; the country round the former, 
and on the principal rivers flowing into it, being in- 
habited by the Ircquois, whofe chief employment, 
when not at war, is huating and Sfhing, 

The winter-climate, for above fix months, is fe- 
verely cold, four of which are truly rigorous: the 
vaft river St. Laurence is early frozen over, to 
a great depth; but the atmofphere is generally clear 
and ferene, except when a fnow-{torm fets in, which 


herrings, gold-fifh, (fome near fifteen inches in length) chad, 
feveral {fpecies of cod, haddock, pike, turbot, hallibut, plaice, 
Jampreys, perch, fprats, thornback, a particular fpecies of tench, 
congar, fmelts, and roach. The fhell-fith are, {mall lobfters,crabs, 
oyfters, cockles, winkles, and mofcles, larger and better flavour- 
ed than in Europe, but fo coated with a pearly kind of fand, 
that it is dificult to open and clean them. 

The lakes abound with fturgeon, armed fifh, divers forts of 
trout, in particular a fpecies of falmon-trout, fome of which 
weigh near fixty pounds, and are five feet and a half in length, 
and about one foot diameter ; eels, white-fifh, a {pecies of her- 
ring, mullet, carp, gulfifh, gudgeons, and many other forts, 
whofe names are unknown to Europeans. 
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feldom continues above twenty-four hours, during 
which time it is inceflant*. The fummers, tho’ 
fhort, are pleafant, except in July and Auguft, when 
it is exceedingly hot, with violent thunder-{torms ; 
but this feafon is fo prolific, that, as in other 
northern climates, the farmer reaps the fruits of his 
labour within four months after the feed is fown, 
and the quicknels of vegetation in gardens 1s fur- 

prizing. 
. This country produces: various kinds of tim- 
ber ; fuch-as, red, white, and evergreen oak, blacic 
and white birch, fir and pine trees of different ipe- 
cies, maple +, alder, cedar, bitter-cherry, ath, chef- 
nut, beech, hazel, black and white thorn, apple, 
pear, plumb trees, and an infinite number of non- 
defcripts ; befides a great variety of fhrubs, parti- 
cularly the capillaire, which grows like fern, and 
is 


* The ftoves that are ufed in this country are excellently 
adapted to the climate. ‘They are made of caft iron, ata 
foundery contiguous to Trois Rivieres, and ffand upona frame of 
the fame metal, about eight inches from the ground ; and if the 
floor is boarded, the place where the ftove is to be fixed fhould firft 
be covered with leaves of theet iron, as fhould likewife the edves 
of the holes in wooden partitions, thro’ which the pipes are con- 
veyed from one room to another, to render them perfectly fafe.. 

$+ The fap of this tree has an exceeding pleafant tafte, and 
makes a very wholefome drink in fevers. ‘This liquor is drawn — 
by cutting a ga‘h in the tree two inches deep, and about a foot 
long : at the lower end of this wound is fixed a {mall trough, 
anade of reed or cane, fix inches long, with a veffel placed un- 

-derneath to receive the fap. Some trees yield five or fix bottles 
of this liquor ina day, of which the Americans make a fugar of 
a grey fandy colour, but fo hard and felid as not to be eafily 


broken 
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is found in great plenty in the woods: the mer 
chants of Quebec exported great quantities of its 
fyrup annually to France. 

The Canadians have variety of game, both fowl 
and quadrupeds, in the greateft plenty ; fine poul- 
try, vatt flights of wild pigeons, and an excellent 
breed of black cattle, fheep, fwine, and horfes, 
with which the farms in general are plentifully 
ftocked. 

-- They have hitherto raifed no ftaple commodi- 
ty; to anfwer any confiderable demand: fome to- 
bacco has been planted, indeed, which is ufed by 
the meaner tort of people; but from not being 
properly manufactured, is wretched infipid ftuf, 
and unfit for fale. Their trade with the In- 
dians produces all their returns for the European 
market; which confift principally of the furs of 
beavers, foxes, and racoons, with deer {kins, and 
all the branches of the peltry. Furs, indeed, are 
more plenty to the fourth, but not of fo gooda 
ftaple. Thefe, with what corn and timber they 
fend to the Weft India ilands, furnith fufficient to 
render life eafy and agreeable in a plentiful country. 


broken : this fugaris an excellent peftoral. In the fame man- 
ner they bleed the fpruce fir, (but the incifion does not require 
to be made fo deep or long) whence a fine fragrant balfam is 
‘extrated, known by the name of Canada balfam, lefs heating 
than balfam capivi, and of infinite bencfit taken internally, in 
nigerations of the lungs, as well as externally applied to bruifes 
or green wounds. The time for drawing the fap from both 
thefe trees is from the middle of February to the middle of 
April. 

vi The 
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The beaver is an amphibious quadruped. The 
largeft are fomewhat lefs than four feet in length, 
and fifteen inches in breadth over the haunches. In 
the moft northern parts their fkins are generally 
quite black, though there are fometimes found 
beavers entirely white. In the more temperate 
countries they are brown, their colour becoming 
lighter in proportion as they advance farther fouth- 
ward. The lighter the colour, the lefs quantity of 
fur they yield, and confequently are lefs valuable. | 
The beaver is faid to live fifteen or twenty years, 
and the female to carry her young four months: 
her common litter is four, having only four teats, 
The mufcles of this animal are exceeding ftrong, - 
and in appearance thicker than its fize requires. 
Its bowels are extremely flender, its bones very 
hard, and its jaws furprizingly ftrong, each of 
which is furnifhed with ten teeth, two incifive, 
and eight double teeth. The incifives of the up- 
per jaw are two inches and a half long; thofe of 
the under jaw upwards of three, following the 
bending of the jaw, which gives them furprizing 
force for fo frmall an animal. ‘The jaws do not ex- 
actly correfpond ; the upper advances confiderably 
over the under jaw, fo that they crofs like the blades 
of a pair of {ciffars. The head is like that of a 
mountain-rat ; the fnout is pretty long; the eyes 
little; the ears fhort, round, hairy on the outfide, 
and {mooth within ; the legs fhort, particularly the 
fore-léegs, which are not above five inches long, 
. and much like thofe of a badger; the nails are 
Vor. I. ig made 
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made obliquely, and hollow like quills ; the hind- 
feet are different, being flat, and furnithed with 
membranes between the toes. Thus the beaver 
can walk, though flowly, and fwims with the fame 
eafe as any other aquatic animal. Its tail is almoft 
four inches broad at the root, five in the middle, 
and three at the extremity ; in large beavers about 
an inch thick, and afoot in length. Its fubftance 
is a firm fat, and is covered with a {caly fkin ; the 
{cales are hexagonal, half a line in thicknefs, and 
from three to four lines long, and reft. on each 
_ other, like thofe of fifhes. The tefticles of this ani- 
~ mal lie concealed within the loins. The drug call- 
ed caftor is an infpiffated fecretion, contained in 
two {mall bags, of the form of a pear, near the 
anus of both male and female, and not the tefticles 
of this animal, as formerly wrongly fuppofed. 
The manner in which they build their habitations 
is extremely curious, They firft pitch on a fpot 
where there is plenty of provifions, and all materials 
neceflary for building: above all things water is 
abfolutely neceffary ; and in cafe they can find nei- 
ther lake nor pool, they fupply that defeét by ftop- 
ping the courfe of fome rivulet with a dyke, to ef- 
fect which they fell trees with their teeth, but above 
the place where they intend to build, and take their 
meafures fo well, that the trees always fall towards 
the water; and cut them into proper lengths with 
their teeth, roll them towards the water, and thus 
navigate them to the place where they are to be em- 
ployed. This dike confifts of piles, nearly as thick 


ag 


as one’s thigh, fupported by ftrong ftakes, inter- 
woven with {mall branches, and the vacant {paces 
are filled with fat earth fo exactly, as rot a drop 
of water paffes through. They prepare this earth 
with their feet, and their tail ferves for a trowel for 
building, as well as for a wheelbarrow for tranf- 
porting this mortar, which is done by trailing them- 
felves along on their hinder feet. When they have 
arrived at the water-fide, they take this earth up 
with their teeth, apply it with their feet, and then 
plaifter it with their tail. The foundation of thefe 
‘dikes is generally about twelve fect thick, diminifh- 
ing upwards gradually, till at laft rhey come to be on- 
ly about three feet in thicknefs, the ftritteft propor- 
tion being exactly obferved ; the fide towards the 
current of the water is always made floping, and 
the other fide quite upright. 

The conftruction of their cabbins is equally cu- 
rious. They are round, about ten or twelve feet 
in diameter on the flooring, according to the num- 
ber of inhabitants, and are built on piles, in the 
“middle of the fmall lakes formed by the dikes, on 
the bank of a river, or at the extremity of fome 
point that projects into the water. Their roofs are 
arched like the bottom of a bafket; the partitions 
are two feet thick, and made of the fame materials, 
though lefs fubftantial than thofe in the dike, and 

the whole is fo well plaiftered with clay within, 
that not the leaft air can enter. The flooring is 
placed about a foot above the water; but as the 
‘upper part runs to a point, the under is much 
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larger than the flooring, which the reader may 
figure to himfelf by fuppofing all the upright pofts 
to refemble the legs of a great A, whofe middle- 
ftroke is the flooring ; canes, leaves, and fimall 
branches of pine-trees compleat this flooring, which 
has a hole in the middle to go out, at when they 
pleafe, and into this all the cells open. 

There is aifo in this country a little animal, of 
much the fame nature with the beaver, called the 
mufk-rat. It has almoft all the properties of the 
beaver; the ftructure of the body, and particular- 
ly of the head, is fo very like, that the mufk-rat 
might eafily be miftaken for a fmall beaver, were 
it not for its tail, which is like that of a common 
rat, and his tefticles, which contain a moft exqui- 
fite mufk, They live upon vegetables during the © 
fummer; but at the approach of winter conceal 
themfelves in hollow trees, and remain in that ftate 
without food, during the whole winter. They 
build cabbins in form like thofe of the beaver, but 
far from being fo well executed. 

The climate, as has been obferved, being in- 
tenfely cold in winter, and the people manufac- 
turing nothing, fhews what the natives want from 
Europe; wine, fpirituous liquors, tobacco, cloths, 
(chiefly coarfe) linen, wrought iron, &c, The 
Indian trade requires {pirituous liquors, tobacco, a 
fort of duffil blankets, guns, powder and ball, ket- 
tles, hatchets, tomohawks, toys, and trinkets, The 
Indians exchange their peltry for thefe articles ; and 
the French Indian traders, in the manner of the ori- 

ginal 
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inal inhabitants, traverfe the vaft lakes and rivers 
that divide this country, in canoes of bark, with in- 
credible induftry and patience, and carry their 
goods into the remoteft parts of America. - 
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HE country, which ftill bears this name, is 
now reduced to that tract which has the river 
Potomack upon the north; the bay of Chefapeak 
upon the eaft; and Carolina upon the fouth. To 
the weftward, the grants extend it to the South- 
fea; but our planting goes no farther than the 
creat Allegany mountains, which boundaries leave 
this province in length two hundred and forty miles, 
and in breadth about two hundred, lying between 
the fifty-fifth and fortieth degrees of north lati- 
tude, | | 
In our account of the firft expeditions of the 
Englifh to America, the hiftory of this colony has 
been given to the year 1620, when its government 
was fettled, and the colony in a flourifhing ftate, 
owing to the care of the earl of Southampton, one 
of the company for attempting new fettlements in 
Virginia, through whofe means Sir George Yard- 
ley brought with him to Virginia, thirteen hun- 
dred men in twenty-eight fhips. Negroes were 
ee this 
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this year firft imported into this colony by a Dutch 
fhip, and new fettlements were now formed, in the 
room of thofe which had been deferted. The bound- 
aries of James.town were marked out; the borders 
of James and York rivers were peopled, and pub- 
lic and private property was afcertained with preci- 
fion. A falt-work was alfo fet up at Cape Charles, 
and iron-works at Falling Creek. Sir George was 
fucceeded in his government, in 1621, by Sir 
Francis Wyatt, who carried with him from Eng- 
Jand a frefh fupply of people. The market was 
now {fo over-ftocked with tobacco, that the planters 
were great lofers: to remedy which James J. or- 
dered, that no planter fhauld raife above one hun- 
dred pounds worth of tobacco, but apply them- 
felves to other manufactures. 

At this time the colony was fo populous, that the 
affembly found it neceffary to appoint inferior courts 
for the trial of {mall caufes; but as yet no proper 
police fubfifted for regulating matters between the 
planters and native Indians, who appeared fo tract- 
able and fubmiffive, that the Englifh admitted 
them into their houfes, and they thus becaine ma- 
{ters of the myftery of fire-arms, the knowledge of 
which ought to have been carefully concealed from 
them. ‘Their chief Sachem was at this time Op- 
pecancanough, one of whofe favourites had been 
executed by the Englifh for murdering a colonift ; 
whole death haftened the execution of a fcheme 
which that Prince had long formed for a general 
maffacre of the Englith, which was fixed to the 22d 

| | of 
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of March, 1622. Fortunately fome of the na- 
tives, who were become converts to Chriftianity, 
difcovered the confpiracy to one Mr. Pace, a few 
hours before the time fixed on for its execution, 
who gave the alarm to his fellow-colonifts, The 
difcovery, however, did not reach the remoter 
plantations time enough to prevent three hundred 
and thirty-four Englith from being cut off. The 
‘manufacturers near Iron-Creek were all deftroyed, 
except a boy and a girl who concealed themfelves, 
an inexpreffible lofs to the colony ; for thofe works 
never could be reftored, and all knowledge of the 
late difcovered lead mines was loft. It alfo fru- 
{trated the projeG&t for erecting a glafs houfe at 
James-town. The planters having recovered them- 
felves, deftroyed all the natives who fell into their 
hands, and drove the remainder into the woods. 
Iven the authority of the government could not put 
a {top totheirrevenge : fo that after the governor, 
by promifing the Indians peace and pardon, had 
prevailed with them to return to the cultivation of 
their lands, the Englith maffacred them, deftroyed 
Oppecancanough’s palace, and drove the poor 
natives from all the cultivated parts of Virginia. 

New meafures were now purfued for the bene- 
fit of the colony, the natives were reinftated in 
their poffeffions ; but the tyrannical difpofition of 
the Englith fettlers ftill continuing, the Indians 
formed another confpiracy, and maffacred all they 
could meet with. The differences and difputes 
that prevailed among the colonifts, encouraged 
| Bee the 
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the natives in their infurreftions; and when 
Charles I. came to the crown, the Englifh proper- 
ty, in Virginia, was reduced to fo low a pafs, that 
his Majefty diffolved the company, and command- 
ed all patents and procefles fhould iffue in his own 
name, referving a quit rent of two fhillings for eve- 
ry hundred acres. ‘The affembly was continued on 
its former bafis, and the government vefted in a 
governor, affifted with twelve council. Sir John 
Harvey was the firft governor after the diffolution 
of the company ; who behaved in fuch an arbi- 
trary a manner, that the inhabitants, in 1639, fent 
him prifoner to England; a meafure fo difa- 
ereeable to the arbitrary principles of Charles I. 
that though the Virginians fent over two gentlemen 
to fupport their charge againft him, he was rein- 
ftated in his government, without their being ad- 
mitted to an audience; and feveral planters were 
fent for to England, and fubjected to much incon- 
veniency, by being frequently obliged to attend 
upon the council-board. But matters growing 
very ferious between that king and his parliament, 
Harvey was at laft removed from his government, 

and SirWilliam Berkeley appointed in his place. 
Thefe ditputes between the governor and the co- 
lonifts, rendered the Englith defpicable in the eyes 
of the natives, and encouraged. Oppecancanough, 
a man of uncommon abilities, bath of body and 
mind, to meditate a frefh war. Having complain- 
ed of many encroachments upon his lands, contrary 
to the public faith, without the leaft regard being 
paid 
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paid to his remonftrances, he ordered his fubjeéts 
to attack the out-fettlements, where they maflacred 
near five hundred Englith, while he himéelf cut of 
thofe who were fettled about York River, near his 
capital, But advancing in profecution of his 
fcheme into the Engelith territories, fome diftance 
from his own refidence, Sir William Berkeley fur- 
prized him in Henrico county with a party of horfe, 
and propofed to have fent him to England; but a 
brutal Enelifhman wounded him mortally in the 
back. Though at that time fo far advanced in 
years, that he was unable to move without affift- 
ance ; yet he behaved with a magnanimity worthy 
of the greateft heroes of antiquity. Underftand- 
ing, by means of a fervant, that he was expofed to 
-the diverfion of the populace, ** Had it been my 
fortune (faid he to Berkeley} to have taken thee 
prifoner, I would not have expofed thee to the in- 
fults of the rabble.” 

Berkeley improved this incident, by wall a 
peace with the Indians, who could find none to fup- 
ply the place of their deceafed fachem: but there 
is reafon to believe that the colonifts did not make 
a very warrantable ufe of their advantages, At 
the time the civil war broke out in England, the 
Englifh fettlers in Virginia were computed to a. 
mount to fifteen agin: exclufive of women and 
children; but a fatal difference then arofe between 
the governor and planters: Berkeley, a man of 
great refolution, fided with the king, and prohibit- 
ed all intercourfe between the Virginians and the 

prevail- 
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ing party in England, to the infinite prejudice of 
the colony. Their ftaple commodity, tobacco, of 
which vaft quantities were at that time taken off in 
England, lay upon their hands; and though they 
did not want for provifions, yet being deftitute of 
manufacturers, and the benefits of commerce, they 
were unable to fupply themfelves even with tools 
for agriculture. The Englith parliament refolved 
to reduce this colony, as well as the other American 
plantations, to their fubjection. Accordingly, Sir 
George Ayfcough being fent with a fleet to reduce 
Barbadoes, detached, agreeable to his inftructions, a 
{mall fquadron, on board of which were fome land 
forces, againft this province. The Dutch being 
then on bad terms with Eneland, Berkeley ens 
gaged fome of their fhips to affitt him againit this 
armament; which they did fo effectually, that 
Dennis, who commanded the knelith fquadron, 
defpairing of fuccefs, was obliged to have recourfe 
to ftratagem. He acquainted the colony, that he 
had on board a valuable cargo, the property of two 
leading. men of the country, which he would detain 
if they did not furrender, - The intereft of the co- 
_ ony directed them to a fubmiffion, which Berkeley 
being unable to prevent, retired to his own planta- 
tion; and thus Virginia fell into the poffeffion of 
the Englifh parliament, which madea very mode- 
rate ufe of its fuccefs, and perfecuted none of the 
Wirginian Royalifts, for their principles or re- 
fiftance. 

The 
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The Englith parliament appointed colonel Digges 


to fucceed Berkeley in the government, dueina 
whofe adminiftration nothing remarkable pence: 
ed. Afterwards, the unfettled ftate of affairs in Eng- 
land feems to have introduced fome confufion into 
the government of this colony, to which one Mr, 
Bennet and one Mr. Matthews fucceeded, by Crom- 
well’s orders. On the death of Matthews, the peo- 
ple of Virginia applied to Sir William Berkeley to 
refume the government, who refufed to comply, 
unlefs the people would ftand by him ina their alle- 
giance to their lawful fovereign, again{t the power 
of the ufurpation, which they confented to do, and 
Charles Il. was accordingly proclaimed all over the 
province; but luckily forthem,during thefe tranfac- 
tions, Cromwell died, and Charles 11. was reftored. 
However, Berkeley received no other reward than 
being continued in his government, and made one 
of the proprietors of Carolina. Berkeley going 
over to England, to congratulate the king on his 
reftoration, fubftituted colonel Morrifon in his go- 
vernment, who collected the laws into one body, 
procured others for the encouragement of manu- 
faGtures of all kinds, and regulated parifh-fettle- 
ments fo well, that the clergy were all comfortably 
provided for. 

The welfare of this colony being at this timea fa- 
vourite meafure with the king, Berkeley had many 
audiences on this bufinefs. In 1662, Sir William 
returned to Virginia, and procured an act of the af- 
sii for enlarging James Town, by each fae) 

buil 
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building a certain humber of houfes: a wife pro- 
vifion, had it been-followed, but the planters were 
fo fond ef living upon their own eftates, that it 
proved of little effet, 

The reftoration having taken place, many of 
the Republicans were, in their turn, banifhed to 
Virginia, and their principles gaining ground, al- 
moft ruined the colony ; for the fervants formed a 
confpiracy to murder their mafters, and ufurp the 
government of the colony themfelves. One of the 
confpirators, named Birkenhead, difcovered the 
“plot to the government; and the confpirators were 
intercepted by a party of militia-horfe, as they were 
marching towards Poplar-fpring, the place fixed 
on for their rendezvous. Four of the ringleaders — 
were hanged; and Birkenhead obtained his free- 
dom, with the reward of two hundred pounds. 
In confequence of this confpiracy, orders were fent 
from England tobuild forts, anda citadel, at James 
Town, for the protection of the government; but 
no money being ordered for thefe purpofes, the 
Virginians forgot their danger, and the meafure was 
neglected, only a fmall battery of cannon being 
taifed for the protection of James Town, 

The government in England, thinking they had 
aright to all the advantages that could arife from 
their colonies, enforced the navigation act with ri- 
gour, fo that no foreign goods could be imported 
into this colony, unlefs they were firft landed in 
England; which raifing the price of European 
goods, and lowering that of tobacco, created great 

difcontents 
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cifcontents among the Virginians, efpecially as the 
planters were undermined, on all occafions, by the 
people of Maryland, who being under a feparate go- 
vernment, underfold them in their tobacco, as they 
were not bound by any of the acts which the pro- 
vince of Virginia pafled for difcontinuing the plant« 
ing of that ftaple, till its value fhould rife ; againft 
which oppofition of the Maryland planters they re- 
monftrated, tono purpofe. A project was adopted 
in England, to oblige fhips trading to this colony 
to ride under certain forts, to be built upon rivers, 
which alone were to be deemed the forts of trade, 
an excellent means for fortifying the province in 
fpeculation; but little regard was paid to it by the 
planters, who, regardlefs of every thing: but their 
own interefis, carried on their trade in fuch places | 
as beft fuired themifelves, which weakened the co- 
lony ; and during the Dutch war, the enemy fre- 
quently iniulted its coafts, and fometimes even cut 
fhips out of its harbours. About this time four- 
teen Englifh, and an equal number of Indians, 
were fent to make difcoveries upon the continent. 
They travelled feveral days, under the command of 
captain Batt, when arriving at a certain boundary, 
the Indians refufed to proceed farther 3 afferting, 
that thofe nations murdered all ftrangers. 

Upon Batt’s return, Berkeley, who ftill conti- 
nued governor, refolved to go in perfon, and im- 
prove his difcoveries ; but was prevented, by an un- 
expected rebellion. The infurgents complained 
of mifmanagements in the government, the decay 
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of their trade, of exorbitant grants, which if- 
cluded the fettled property of many people, and 
the moleftation they met with from the Indians 3 
all which they attributed to the feverity of the Eng- 
ith governor, who paid no regard to the intereft 
er condition of Virginia. Colonel Park, and Mr. 
Ludwell, fecretary of the colony, had been fent to 
England to petition for redrefs ; but were forced to 
return, without the leaft profpect of relief. At 
length, the depredations committed by the Indians 
provoked the colonifts to demand arms, which the 
governor refufed, thinking it illegal for the peo- 
ple to judge of their own intereft; and the go- 
vernor being flow in his preparations againft thofe 
favages, colonel Nathaniel Bacon, an agreeable 
man, of a graceful prefence and winning carriage, 
who had been bred to the law, and had a lively 
and fluent expreffion, fit to fet off a popular caufe, 
and to influence men who were ready to hear what- 
ever could be faid, to colour in a proper manner 
what was already ftrongly drawn by their own feel- 
ings, by a fpecious or perhaps real, though ill- 
judged regard, took up arms, without any commif- 
fion, to act againft the enemy ; and being now at 
the head of near feven hundred men, found him- 
felf in a condition to give law to the governor, 
and forced him to give afanction, by his authority, 
to thefe proceedings. 

Bacon, thus armed with the commiffion of a ge- 
neral, and followed by the whole force of the colo- 
ny, was preparing to march againft the Indians, 

when 
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when the governor, freed'from the immediate ter 
ror of his forces,revoked his commiffion, proclaimed 
him a traitor, and iffued a reward for apprehend. 
ing him. This brought matters to extremities, 
Bacon adhered to what he had done; the people 
adhered to Bacon: and the governor, not in the 
leat inclined to temporize, fled over the river Po» 
towmack, proclaimed Bacon’s adherents traitors, 
put hiavfelt at the head of a {mall body of troops, 
which he had raifed in Maryland, and of fuch Vir- 
ginians as continued faithful to him, and wrote to 
Kngland for fupplies. On the other hand, Bacon 
marched to. James Town, and in his march treated 
the governor’s friends and abettors as rebels, de- 
ftroying their plantations ; by his own authority, 
and that of four of the council, fummoned the af 
fembly, and for fix months difpofed of all things 
according to his own pleafure. A civil war feemed 
now unavoidable, and by this time the colony was 
almoft entirely ruined; for the Indians, taking ad- 
vantage of the diftractions among the Englith, un- 
der pretence of affifting the. governor, fell upon the 
frontiers, gave no quarter to age or fex, and indif- 
partie deftroyed the plagéatines of both par- 
ties, when all was quieted i ina fudden manner, as it 
had begun, by the natural death of Bacon, The 
people, unable to act without a head, now propofed 
terms of accommodation, which Berkeley accept- 
ed ; and peace was reftored and preferved, not fo 
much by the removal of the grievances complained 
of, as by the arrival of a regiment from England, 

which 
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which remained a long time in the country. It muft 
be remarked, in honour of the moderation of the 
government, that no perfon fuffered in his life or 
eftate for this rebellion ; a circumftance the more 
extraordinary, as at that time many people were 
very importunate in foliciting grants of land in 
Virginia. 

Sir William Berkeley, refolving to vifit England, 
appointed Herbert Jeffreys, E{q; deputy-governor ; 
but died himfelf, foon <¢fter his arrival in his native 
country. Jeffreys fummoned an affembly to meet 
at Middle Plantation, now called Williamfburgh, 
and invited the Indians there to treat of a peace, 
which they joyfully accepted. To render this 
meeting as fplendid as poffible, and to imprefs the 
Indians with a high idea of the Englifh nation, it 
was fixed for the 29th of May, the birth and re- 
ftoration day of Charles I], The princefs Pa- 
munke attended at the head of her chiefs, and fi- 
ience being proclaimed, the articles of peace, which 
the deputy-governor had drawn up, were read, and 
explained by interpreters; and the queen, being 
admitted within the bar of the court, chearful- 
ly figned them; the whole ceremony was con- 
cluded by a general difcharge of all the artillery : 
after which, her majefty and the Indian chiefs were 
nobly entertained by the governor, and returned 
~ home highly fatisfied with their treatment. 

The following year deputy-governor Jeffreys 
died, and was fucceeded in his poft by Sir Henry 
Chicheley (lord Colepepper having been appointed 

3 chief 
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chief governor) who built forts at the head of the 
four great rivers, in order to curb the Indians ; 
and paffed an act for preventing the fhipping 
off tobacco from Virginia, by the people of Caro- 
lina and Maryland, to the manifeft prejudice of 
the colony. In 1679, lord Colepepper arrived in 
Virginia himfelf, and not only brought over with 
him a commiffion for trying Bacon’s followers, but 
alfo fuch inftruétions from the Englifh miniftry as 
unhinged the conftitution of the colony, and ren- 
dered it wholly dependent on the crown. The 
aflembly, fenfible of the vaft powers with which 
he was invefted, paffled many of his bills without 
oppofition ; and he, in return, agreed to thofe which 
feemed conducive to the intereft of the colony. 
But inftead of refline fatisfied with a thoufand 
pounds a-year, the falary ufually paid to his prede- 
_ ceffors, he prevailed on the affembly to grant him 
double that fum, befides one hundred and fifty 
pounds for his houfe-rent; andas prefents of wine, 
&c. had been generally made to the governor by 
captains of fhips, he obliged every captain to pay 
him twenty fhillings for each veflel under an hun- 
dred tons, and thirty fhillings for all above that 
burthen ; which impofition has fubfifted ever fince, 
though founded on no act of affembly. 

As he propofed to make but a fhort ftay in the co- 
lony, he determined to make the moft of his powers 
for his own intereft: accordingly, the current coin 
of Virginia being in value far lower than the fame 
pieces in the neighbouring governments, he firft 
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bought up all the light dollars which he could pro- 
cure at five fhillings each, and then raifed their value 
to fix by proclamation. But his avarice was difap- 
pointed; for though he iffued his dollars at the 
advanced price, and obliged the regiment brought 
over by Sir John Berry to receive them at that rate, 
yet in his own falary, his duty on fhipping, and 
other parts of the revenue, he was a confiderable 
lofer by thofe light pieces; and this ftep cccafioned 
a mutiny among the troops. 

Befides this arbitrary proceeding, his lordfhip 
daily gave the Virginians frefh provocation, . by re- 
pealing the acts of affembly, and giving them to un- 
derftand, that their validity depended alone on his 
pleafure. His conduct would certainly have occa- 
fioned a rebellion, if the common people had not 
fuffered fo much lately by Bacon’s infurreétion, that 
they had neither ability nor fpirit to engage in 
another: and the governor, in whatever did not 
concern himfelf, was always ready to promote the 
welfare of the colony. However, thefe confidera- 
tions did not prevent the affembly from coming to 
fome very vigorous refolutions againft his arbitrary 
meafures. On his return to England, he ap- 
pointed Sir Henry Chicheley deputy-governor, 
havine refided inVirginia not above twelve months, 
The colony having recovered its late loffes, the 
planters made more tobacco than they could vend, 
and the poorer fort, perceiving the commodity 
fall in its value confiderably, entered into a com- 
bination to deftroy their own and their neighbours 

crops, 
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ctops, which frantic refolution they in part exe- 
cuted; but many of them being apprehended, were 
tried, and executed for felony. 

‘An incident that now happened gives us an op- 
portunity of animadverting on the arbitrary dif- 
pofal of American lands by the crown, Itis true; 
the firft adventurers being under contract with the 
government, the crown had aright to infift upon 
the due performance ; but after the lands fo difco- 
vered were cultivated and fettled at their expence, 
and under thofe grants, none burt themielves could 
have any property in thofe lands: yet this obvious | 
maxim of juftice was frequently violated, un- 
der various frivolous pretences. A large tract 
of land in Virginia, called the Northern-neck, 
which had been granted to the earl of St. Albans 
and other proprictors, was now regranted to lord 
Colepepper. This tract contained feveral coun- 
ties, which had a right to fend reprefentatives to — 
the affembly ; but the inhabitants being of opi- 
nion, that they muft fuffer by being under a proprie- 
tary direction, brought an appeal before the affem- 
bly againft his lordfhip’s claim. ‘This was a tender 
point; but to do lord Colepepper juftice, he acted 
in the affair with great equity and caution: and 
fatisfied all the juft demands of the former proprie- 
tors, though he perceived, that, without fome frefh 
authority from England, he could never bring the 
affembly over to iis views. He therefore foment- 
ed a difpute between the afiembly and council, 
by encouraging the affembly to infift upon the fole 


Q 2 right 


228 BRI TASH EMP PRE 


right of judging appeals; but reprefented matters 
fo at home as to procure an order vefting that 
right folely in the governor and council. How- 
ever, far from taking any undue advantage of a 
circumf{tance fo much in his favour, he endeavour- 
' ed, by every method, to reconcile the inhabitants 
of the Northern Neck to his proprietaryfhip, but 
in vain: for the majority of them carried their 
complaints before the aflembly, and petitioned the 
king, tho’ having no agent in England, without 
fuccefs, At laft, finding their caufe defperate, they 
compounded with lord Colepepper, and paid him | 
their quit-rent ; aud the eftate is now in the poffef- 
fion of the Fairfax family, one of whofe anceftors 
married the daughter of lord Colepepper, that no- 
bleman leaving no male heir. 

Lord Colepepper omitted nothing that could 
contribute to the profperity of the province. He 
banifhed from the courts of law the low prac- 
tices which had long oppreffed the fuirors, and are 
a difgrace to the profefiion ; reduced the public ex- 
pences, efpecially by demolifhing the forts erected 
by Chicheley, which were found very expenfive, 
and inadequate to the intended purpofes, and in 
their room fubftituted fome troops of light-horfe, 
in order to fcour the country, and check the Indi- 
ans, who were now too much reduced to make any 
dangerous attempts againft the colony. Having, 
by his own authority, appointed Mr. Spencer refi- 
dent of the council, in preference to elder members, 
by which the adminiftration of the colony devolved 


on 


rN AEE RY Com 229 


on him in the abfence of the governor and his de- 
puty, he returned to England, in 1682, and was 
fucceeded by lord Efingham, who is accufed of hav- 
ing outdone him in all his arbitrary meafures, tho’ 
the province did not receive thelike benefits from his 
adminiftration, Equally mean asimperious, he com- 
pelled the clerks and under-officers of his courts to 
fhare their fees with him; obliged attornies and 
{choolmafters to take out licences ; introduced ex- 
orbitant expences into all teftamentary affairs ; im- 
prifoned the people by his own authority, without 
bringing them to a trial; fubftituted proclama- 
tions in the room of laws, and even pretended he 
could repeal ftanding laws. The judges, however, 
paid no regard tothefe proclamations. In his pa- 
tent, he had a power of infifting on the quit-rent in 
money; but by an act of aflembly, the planters 
were allowed to pay it in tobacco, at twopence per 
pound: when that commodity fell in its value, he 
by proclamation repealed this law, and demanded 
the quit-rents, either in money, or tobacco at one 
penny per pound: a hardfhip to which the Virgi- 
nians were obliged to fubmit, from the expre{s 
words of the patent. They, however, fent colonel 
Ludwell to England, as their agent, to petition his 
majelty for redrefs of their grievances ; but were fo 
far from obtaining any, that upon the acceffion of 
James II. the duties on tobacco were increafed to 
fuch a degree as mult have wholly ruined that trade, 
if other colonies, both Spanifh, French, and Eng- 
lifh, had not difcontinued ratfing that ftaple. 
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As the ftate-houfe at James Town had not been 
rebuilt, fince it was burnt down by col. Laurencey 
one of Bacon’s officers, the governor prevailed on 
the affembly to lay a duty on all liquors imported 
from other colonies, for rebuilding it. He erected 
a court of chancery, under pretence that he was by 
his patent invefted with a chancery power, in which 
he fat himf Jf, employed’his council as mafters in 
chancery, exacted moft exorbitant fees, and wholly- 
fet afide the chancery juri{diction that had always re- 
fided in the general court hitherto; who neverthe- 
lefs refumed it on his lordfhip’s departure for Eng- 
Jand, which happened foon after the Revolution ; 
when he appointed colonel Nathaniel Bacon, father 
of the before-mentioned Nathaniel Bacon, refident 
of the province. During his adminiftration, the 
project of a college was approved of by the council, 
and referred to the affembly., 

Soon after, Francis Nicholfon, Efq; was made de- 
puty-governor ; a gentleman well qualified for this 
poft, who formed aplan of government far more libe- 
ral and public-{pirited than any that the Virginians 
had ever yet experienced. He refumed the propofed 
plan for a college, which feemed to have been fuf- 
pended for want of money, and, by his affiftance, 
twenty five hundred pounds were foon fub{cribed, 
and confiderable donations received from the Virgi-, 
nian merchants in London. The affembly now drew 
up an addrefs to king William and queen Mary, 
praying for acharter to found it, which met with 
all imaginable encouragement, The Rev. Dr. 
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ThomasBray was appointed prefident of the future 
college, who purchafed a handfome library for its 
ufe, and engaged feveral ether learned gentlemen as 
fellows and profeffors. But the money fub{cribed 
being infuificient for the purpofe, occafioned a frefh 
delay : at length, this inconveniency was removed,. 
their majefties, the nobility, clergy, and gentry of 
England, generoufly contributing their aid ; and the 
buildings were erected upon a very noble plan. 
drawn by Sir Chriftopher Wren, with large gar- 
dens, and all the conveniences to be met with in 
fimilar E uropean inftitutions, and falaries appointed 
for the profefiors, among whom is a matter for 
initructing Indian youths. The college has been 
fince greatly improved, and at prefent bids fair to 
be one of the feats of fcience and the polite arts. 
Mr. Nicholfon omitted no means to ingratiate 
himfelf with his people, encouraged all fchemes 
that were laid before him for improving the co- 
lony, and beftowed prizes on fuch as excelled in 
athletic exercifes ; a moft-.excellent policy in a 
country furrounded by favage nations. But not- 
withftanding all his endeavours, the Virginians 
could never be brought to live together in large 
towns, becaufe every one chofe to cultivate the fpot 
of ground that lay.moft convenient for his own 
eafe and intereft. During his government, a coha- 
bitation act indeed paffed; but was fo far from 
having effect, that the greateft part of James Town 
continued in afhes and uninhabited, and no new 
towns were built. After all, though cohabitation 
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may be commodious for great traders; yet many 
have doubted whether it would contribute to the 
real intereft of the colony, as living feparately keeps 
the price of labour low, and prevents the luxury 
and vices that prove fo deftru@tive to individuals 
in large cities. He likewile pafied feveral aéts for 
the encouragement of the linen, leather, and other 
manufactories, and acquired the efteem of the in- 
habitants, by his affability, and great attention to 
the intereft of the colony. 

Lord Effingham being removed from his govern- 
ment in 1692, was fucceeded by Sir Edmund An- 
dros, aman extremely obnoxious for his arbitrary be- 
haviour as governor in other American provinces, 
during the late reigns ; and who, in the public 
opinion, was thought to deferve capital punifhment, 
inftead of being rewarded wich the government of 
Virginia. ‘This extraordinary ftep can only be ac- 
counted for by fuppofing, that the Englith miniftry 
was then compofed of Tories, as was frequently the 
cafe in king William’sreign , and that he poffeffed 
ab.lities for a governor, which he had proftituted 
only to their intereft ; for he was far from being a 
bad governor of Virginia. As the Englifh mer- 
chants and captains of fhips difliked the cohabita- 
tion aét, whichin the end would have reftrié- 
ed them to particular ports, Sir Edmund, who 
arrived in February, brought with him inftruc- 
tions to procure its repeal, in which he fucceed- 
ed, “A patent was laid before the fame afiem- 
bly for making one Mr. Neale poftmafter-ge- 


neral of Virginia, and the other American pro- 
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vinces ; but though an act was paffed in his fa- 
vour, the fcheme was dropped, it being found im- 
poflible to carry it into execution, from the ftrag- 
eling fituation of the provincial houfes. In the 
following year a dreadful ftorm happened, which 
{topping up fome rivers, and opening channels for 
others, which were even navigable, feemed to re- 
verfe the courfe of nature. 

The great objection to his government was, 
his attempts to reduce the conftitution of the pro- 
vince to a nearer conformity with that of England; 
which the Virginians ftrongly oppofed, thinking it 
would leffen the authority of their affembly, whofe 
acts they confidered as their beft fecurity for their 
eftates. In other refpects, Sir Edward was a 
good governor: he encouraged all kinds of ma- 
. nufactures; the propagation of cotton; erected 
fulling-mills ; regulated the public offices, into 

which great abufes had crept; put in order the 
regifters and public papers; fhortened the expence 
of time in law and commercial proceedings; and was 
in a fair way of retrieving his character, when he 
was recalledin 1697. About this time the Englith 
{quadron commanded by admiral Neville, which had 
been in purfuit of the French admiral, De Points, 
arriving at Virginia, brought with it an infectious 
diftemper, of which the admiral himfelf died, and 
moft of his principal officers ; which communi- 
eating itfelf to the Virginians, made great havock, 
efpecially at James Town. ‘The Whig intereft now 
prevailing in England, Mr. Nicholfon, who was 
a In 
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in Maryland, was appointed governer of Virginia, 
who immediately removed the courts of juftice, his 
_ own refidence, and the featof provincial bufinefs, to 
Middle Plantation, which he chriftened Williamf- 
burgh ;-and laid out the town in the formof a W, 
perhaps from the low conceit of paying a compli- 
ment to the initial letter of that monarch’s name, 
fince which James Town:is dwindled into an infig- 
nificant village. The:college had been erected here, 
and oppofite to it the governor now built a ftately 
ftruéture, which he ftiled the Capitol, and laid 
the foundations of many new handfome build- 
ings. All this could not be done without great 
expence, andthe planters, who had no idea of public 
magnificence, repined at the fums levied; the 
more, becaufe the crops this year were remarkably 
fhort, and their fervants fickly; a tax of fifteen 
fhillings having been laid upon every white fervant, 
and twenty upon every negro: and thefe grievances 
crew {till more infupportable by the war then ready 
to break out between France and England, and the 
{warms of privateers that infefted the coatt. 
Among others, in 1700, a French privateer ar- 
rived at the mouth of James River, and intercept- 
ed fome fhips bound for London; but a fmall vef- 
fel Mipping by him, acquainted captain Paffenger, of 
the Shoreham man of war, who came up with the 
privateer, and forced him to furrender. About 
this time a fort was projected at New-York, to be 
rovided with a regular garrifon. The people of 
New-York, unable to bear the expence, reprefent- 
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ed by their agents, that as Virginia would be great- 
ly benefited by the faid fort, which would: fecure 
them againit the invafions of the French and’ In- 
dians, they ought to contribute at leaft nine 
hundred pounds towards the expence. Governor 
Nicholfon, being of the fame opinion, undertook 
to carry this affair through the afflembly; but he 
was difappointed in his expectations; for the af- 
fembly remonftrated, ** Thatneither the forts then 
exifting, nor any other that might be built in the 
province of New-York, could in the leaft avail to 
the defence and fecurity of Virginia ; for thateither © 
the French or Indians might invade that colony, — 
and not come within an hundred miles of any tuch 
fort.’ Notwithftanding his ill fuccefs in the af- 
fembly, the governor, zealous for the good of the 
province, sail WReetaie himielf, in feast meafure, 
anfwerable for the money, went immediately 
to New-York, and gave bills for that fum, re- 
lying entirely upon the generofitry of queen Anne 
for his indemnification. He was equally gene- 
rous and public-fpirited in every other part of his 
conduct, having laid it down as a principle, that 
all the Englifh provinces on the continent of Ame- 
rica, ought to be leagued in one common intereft, 
and contribute jointly, according to their abilities, 
to defend each other againft theirenemies*, 
‘About 


* During his government, the Virginians entertaining a no- 
tion that prodigious benefits would arife to the province from 
| the 
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About this time a war breaking out between 
France and England, the governor laid an embargo 
upon the fhipping, to prevent their falling into the 
_enemy’s hands. Some time after a terrible hurri- 
cane happened, which did prodigious damage to the 
fhipping and plantations; in other refpects, Virgi- 
nia, at this time, experienced a greater degree of 
tranquility than any of the neighbouring colonies. 
Mr. Nicholfon was recalled in 1704, and fucceeded 
by the earl of Orkney, who held the nominal com- 
miffion above thirty-fix years, In fact, as this pro- 
vince was lefs expofed than many others to the 
attacks of the enemy, the miniftry, from this time, 
appropriated twelve hundred pounds of the two 
thoufand granted to the governor, as a penfion 
for fome nobleman, whom they could not conveni- 
ently provide for otherwife. That this govern- 
ment is fuch appears plainly; for the deputy-go- 
vernor, who refides in the province, has his com- 
miffion from the crown, under the great feal, the 
fame as the governor, and is invefted with the fame 
powers. The earl of Orkney’s firft deputy: go- 
vernor was Edward Notte, Efq; during whofe ad- 
miniftration nothing memorable happened; except 
that he prevailed on the aflembly to vote a fund for 
erecting a houfe for the governor at William{burgh. 
Upon his death, brigadier Hunter was appointed to 
this poft, a gentleman of great abilities, though 


the introduétion of camels, beafts able to carry twelve hundred 
weight each, imported feveral; but this climate, as well as 
that of Barbadoes, difagreeing with thofe animals, the project 
proved abortive. 
7 he 
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he had no opportunity of ditt inguifhing himfelf in 
this government, from whence he was teniaved to 
that of Jamaica. He was fucceeded by colonel 
Alexander Spotfwood, who thoroughly underftood 
the interefts and nature of the Virginians, and being 
a good mathematician, laid ous new plantations 
and roads, which rendered the province far more » 
-commodious and fecure than before. Obferving 
the great difadvantage of trading with the Indians, 

| withdue proper regulations, he formed fuch as 
proved of infinite fervice to the colony ; ; and raifed 
a fund for educating the children of the Indians, 
as a means to render them well inclined and ufe- 
ful to the colony. 

Tobacco being the ftaple produce of Virginia, 
Mr. Spotf{wood obferved, with concern, that through 
the abufes practifed in that trade it had fallen into 
fome difrepute at market ; and as the province mutt 
have foon been ruined if thefe practices had conti- 
nued, he paffed a law, which, though repealed af- 
terwards, was certainly well intended, providing, 
that all tobacco to be carried from Virginia fhould 
be lodged in warehoufes, and examined as to its 
quality and goodnefs. After the peace of Utrecht, 
it being thought highly neceffary that the Virgini- 
ans, if poffible, fhould acquire fome knowledge of 
the country beyond the Apalachian mountains, the 
French having made it a capita} maxim in their 
American policy, to conceal all the country between 
thofe mountains and the Miffiffippi from the Eng- 
lith, he refolved to profecute in perfon this im- 

portant 
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portant difcovery. On his return from this expedi- 
tion he tried eight pirates, who were difcovered inthe 
province in the difguife of traders, four of whom 
were executed. A war breaking out with Spain, 
_afcheme was adopted for railing a great continent- 
al Englifh force to attack the weftern Spanifh fet- 
tlements; and Spot{wood was intended to head that 
important expedition. Buta peace being concluded, 
Spot{wood, who had drawn up an excellent plan for 
that purpofe, it was f{uppofed, hurt his intereft, by 
infifting on the practicability of the plan, and re- 
quiring, that thofe he had employed fhould be in- 
demnified for their expence and trouble ; and fome 
of the Virginians themfelves, thinking him too 
converfant in their affairs, practifed feveral low arts 
to obtain his removal, whence Hugh Dryfdale, Efq, 
was appointed in his room, who arrived in 1723. 
Spotfwood remained in America, and upon the 
breaking. out of the Spanifh war in 1739, his pro- 
ject was adopted by government, and orders if- 
~ fued for affembling a great force on the American 
continent, the command of which was intended to 
have been conferred on him, had he not died in the 
meantime. But France entering into the war, and 
new alterations happening in the affairs of Europe, 
this expedition was alfo dropped, that the war might 
be more vigoroufly carried on again{ft our natural 

enemy. 
Mr. Gooch, who fucceeded Dryfdale, bore a 
ereat fhare, in his own perfon, of the Spanifh and 
French 
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French war, terminated by the peace of Aix-la- 
Chapelle, in a > *, during which period this pro- 
vince affords nothing arth recording. Under the 
government of Mr. Dinwiddie, who behaved with | 
great 2 addrefs and {pirit in the late war, Virgi- 
nia took the lead in alarming the Englifh miniftry 
about the incroachments of ahs Breach: ; and the 
vigorous meafures that were purfued in confe- 
quence, terminated, as has been already feen, in the 
reduction of all the French fettlements in North- 
America, Louifiana excepted, and their ceffion to the 
crown of England, by the peace of Paris, in 1763. 


The Cuimare, have and Natives HaSTORA of 
'y MAR GTBI 46 


The whole face of the country is fo extremely 
low towards the fea, that even within fifteen fathom 
foundings, land can hardly be diftinguithed from 
the maft head. However, all this coaft of America 
has one ufeful particularity ; the foundings uniform- 
ly and gradually diminifh as veffels approach the 
land, by which the diftance from fhore may be ex- 
actly known. .The trees appearing as if they arofe 
out of the water afford a very uncommon, but not 
Gifagreeable view. In failing to Virginia or Mary- 
land, mariners pafs a ftreight between two points 
of land, called the Capes of Virginia, which opens 
into the Bay oi f Chefapeak, one of the largeft and 


*® See Vol. I. page 513. 
fafeft 
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fafeft bays in the world ; and enters the country 
near three hundred miles from the fouth to the 
north, having the eaftern fide of Maryland and a 
{mall part of Virginia on the fame peninfula, to co- 
ver it from the Atlantic Ocean. This bay is for 
a confiderable length about eighteen miles in 
breadth, and feven in the narroweft part, the water 
being nine fathoms deep in moft places. It re- 
ceives through its whole extent, both on the eaft- 
ern and weftern fide, a vaft number of navigable 
rivers; from the fide of Virginia, James Kiver, 
York River, Rapahannock, and the Potowmack, 
not to mention thofe of Maryland. 

Ali thefe great rivers in the order fet down, from 
fouth to north, difcharge themfelves, with feveral 
fmaller ones, into the Bay of Chefapeak, and are 
not only navigable themfelves for very large vef- 
fels a prodigious way into the country, but have fo 
many creeks, and receive fuch a number of fmall 
and navigable rivers, as renders the communica- 
tion between all parts of this country infinitely more 
eafy than that of any other inthe world. The Po- 
towmack is navigable near two hundred miles, 
being nine miles broad at its entrance, and for a 
vaft way not lefs than feven. ‘The other three ri- 
vers are navigable above eighty miles, and in their 
feveral windings approach each other fo nearly, that 
the diftance between one and the other is in fome 
parts not more than ten, nay fometimes five miles ; 
whereas, in others, the fame rivers are fifty miles 
diftant from each other, Hence the planters load 

and 
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and unload veffels of great burthen at their Cw | 


doors : a very fortunate circumftance, as their com- 


modities are bulky, and of fmall value in propor-. 


tion to their bulk ; for elfe they could never afford 
to fend their tobacco to market at its prefent low 
price, charged as it is in England with aduty of fix 
times its criginal value. 

The foil in the low grounds is a dark fat mould, 
which for many years, without any manure, yields 


plentiful crops, The foil ata diftance from the ri- : 


vers is light and fandy, fooner exhaufted than the 
low country; but is yet of a warm and geheroys 
nature, and, by the help ofa kindly fun, yelds tos 
bacco and corn extremely well. ‘There is no bettér 
wheat than what this province and Maryland pro- 
duce; but the culture of tobacco employing all 
their attention, they {carcely cultivate wheat enough 
for their own ufe. : 
The heats in fummer are exceffive, though not 
without the allay of refrefhing fea-breezes. The 
eather is changeable, and the changes fuddea 
and violent. The winter frofts come. on with- 
out'the Jeaft warning: after a warm day, towards 
winter, fo intenfe a cold frequenthg fucceeds, as to 
freeze over the btoadeft and deepeft of the great ri- 
vers in anight’s time; but thefe frofts, as well as 
the rains, are rather violent than of long continu- 
ance. Though terrible thunder-ftorms frequently 
happenin fummer, they feldom do any miichief. 
In gene¢ral the fky is‘¢lear, and the air thin, pure, 
"and penetrating. | 
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From the above defcription of the climate and 
foil, the reader may judge in what excellence and 
plenty every kind of fruit is produced in Virginia. 

+The forefts are full of all kinds of timber-trees, 
_.and the plains are covered almoft the whole year 
-with a prodigious number of flowers and flowering 
fhrubs, fo rich in colour and fo fragrant, that they 
—occafioned the name of Florida to be originally 
given this country. It produces various medicinal 
herbs and roots, particularly the rattle-fnake root, 
-excellent in the pleurify, and all diforders arifing 
from a vilcidity of the blood, and a fpecific for the 
bite of that animal; as alfo the celebrated gin- 
feng of the Chinefe, 
_.. Horned cattle and hogs have multiplied incredi- 
bly, tho’ the country was totally defticute of thele 
_animals at its firlt fetclement. “Lhe animals natural 
to the country are, deer, which are very numerous ; 
_a kind of tigers, bears, wolves, foxes, racoons, 
{quirrels, wild cats, and the opoffum,a very uncom- 
mon animal, about the fize of a cat, which befides 
_the belly common to all other animals, has a falfe 
one beneath ir, with an aperture at the end, to- 
wards the hinder legs. Within this bag, on the 
-ufual part of the common belly are a number of 
teats, upon which, when the female conceives, the 
young are formed, and there hang, like fruit, 
upon a ftalk, until they grow in bulk and weight to 
their appointed fize ; then they drop off, and are 
“received into. the falie belly, from which they go 
out 
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out at pleafure, and in which they take refuge, 
when they apprehend any kind of danger. 

| The Virginians have all our forts of tame and 
wild fowl, in equal perfection with us, and fome 
which we have not; as alfo an immenfe number of. 
birds of various kinds, valuable for their beauty 
orfong. The white owl of this country is much 
larger "than the fpecies which England produces, 
and is all over of a bright filver- eatotite” plumage, 
except one black fpot upon his breait; the nightin- 
gale, named after the country, is a beautiful bird, 
whole feathers are crimfon and blue; the mock- 
ing-bird imitates the notes of every other bird, and 
‘ts judged to excel all in his own fong; the rock- 
bird, very fociable and agreeable, from the fweet- 
nefs of his melody ; the atten! bird, the {mall- 
eft and moft beautiful of the whole feathered race, 
arrayed in fcarlet, green, and gold: this bird, fup- 
pofed to live by fucking the dew that adheres to 
the flowers, is too delicate to be brought alive 
toEngland. The fea-coafts and rivers sGdaed with 
feveral of the fpecies of European fifh, and with 
moft of thofe kinds which are peculiar to Ame- 
rica. The reptiles are many. . It would be tedious 
to enumerate ‘all the kinds of ferpents bred here ; 
the rattle-f{nake being the principal, we fhall there | 
fore content ourfelves with the defeription of that 
" yénomous creature only.. 

The rattle-fnake, when arrived at its full growth, 

is nearly as thick as a man’s leg; the hetie ye flat, 
and very broad ; the head fmall; the colour live- 
R 2 ly, 
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ly, though not dazzling ; a pale yellow, with 
very beautiful fhades, is the moft predominant. 
But the moft remarkable part of this animal is its 
tail, which is fcaly, like a coat of mail, fomewhat 
flattifh, and produces every year a frefh row of 
feales ; thus, the age of the fnake may be known 
by thefe rows. When it ftirs, it makes a rattling 
noife with its tail, from which it has obtained its _ 
name, This animal rarely attacks any paffenger 
who gives him no provocation, but if trod on, cer- 
tainly bites; and if purfued, folds himfelf up 
in a circle, and darts with great force againft his 
enemy. ‘The bite is mortal, if the rattle-fnake 
_root, bruifed or chewed, a never-failing antidote 
again{ft its poifon, be not immediately applied to 
the wound, in the nature of a pultice ; but happily 
this poifonous animal is feldom met with, The 
Indians, however, chace this ferpent, and efteem 
_his flefh excellent food. 


Trapt, Genius of the INnHapitants, &c, 


Tobacco, an aboriginal plant in America, of 
very antient ufe, though neither fo generally culti- 
_vated,, nor fo well manufactured, as fince the arrj- 
val of the Europeans, is the great ftaple commodi- 
ty of this country, as well as of Maryland. When 
vat its full height, it is as tall as a common fized 
man; the flalk ftrait, hairy, and clammy ; the 
leaves 
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leaves alternate, of a faded yellowifh green, and 
towards the lower part of the plant very large. The 
feeds of tobacco are firft fown in beds, from whence. 
they are tranfplanted, the firft rainy weather, intoa 
ground difpoled into little hillocks, | like a hop 
garden. _In a month’s time from the tranfplanta- 
tion, they become a foot high; they are then topt, 
and the lower leaves pruned off, and carefully — 
cleared from weeds and worms twice a week; in 
about fix weeks after they obtain their full growth, 
and begin to turn brownifh, by which mark the 
tobacco is judged to be ripe. The plants are cut 
down as faft as they ripen, heaped up, and laid all 
night to fweat; the next day they are carried to 
the tobacco-houfe, which is built to admit as much 
air as is confiftent with keeping out rain, where 
they are hung feparately to dry, for four or five 
weeks, and are then taken down in moift weather, 
otherwife they would crumble to duft. After this 
they are laid upon flig¢ks, and covered up clofe to 
fweat for a week or two longer ; and are then ftript 
and forted, the top being the beft, the bottom the 
worft tobacco ; and are then made up in hogf- 
heads, or formed into rolls. Wet feafons muft be 
- carefully laid hold on for all this work, elfe the to- 
bacco will not be fufficiently pliable. 

Traders diftinguith two forts of tobacco; Ara- 
nookoe, from Maryland and the northern parts 
of Virginia, is ftrong and hot in the mouth, but 
fells well in the markets of Holland, Germany, 
and the North. The other fort is called fweet fcent- 

R 3 7 ed, 
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ed, the befl of which comes from James’s and 
York river, in the fouthern parts of Virginia. 
The revenue’ is obliged to no commodity fo 
much as to this: it predates a valtfum, yet ap- 
‘pears to lay but a very inconfiderable burden 
upon the people of England; all the weight, in 
reality, falls upon the planter, whois kept down 
by the lownefs of the’priginal price: and as an- 
other province deals in the fame commodity, if the 
Virginians were to ftraiten the market, and raife 
the price, the people of Maryland would certainly 
take the advantage of it; as the Virginians, no 
doubt, would of the Marylanders in a like cafe. 
Thus they. have no profpect of ever bettering their 
Condition, and are the lefs able to endure it, as 
they live, in general, to the full extent of their for- 
tunes; and any failure in the fale of their tobacco, 
of courfe, brings them heavily in debt to the Lon- 
don merchants, who get mortgages on their eftates, 
which are confumed to the bene with the canker of 
an eight per cent. ufury. Yet, however the plant- 
ers may complain-of the tobacco trade, the revenue 
draws near three hundred thoufand pounds a-year 
from this fingle article ; and the exported tobacco, 
the ereater part of the profits of which falls to the 
fhare of the Lnglifh merchant, brings almoft as large 
a fum annually into the kingdom ; to fay nothing 
of the great advantage which England. derives 
from being fupplied by one of its own colonies. 
with a commodity for which the reft of Europe 
pays ready money; befides the employment of 
two hundred large fhips, and a proportionable num- 


ber 


GN TAIM ERIC A: 247 


ber of feamen, in this trade. The colony exports 
annually above forty thoutand hogfheads of tobac- 
co, each hogfheac containing Eiahite hundred weight. 
‘It likewife ‘carries on a large wade with the W “elt- 
Indies, in lumber, pitch, tar, provifions, &c. and 
fends to England flax, hemp, iron, ftaves, and wal- 
nut and cedar plank. J heir manufactures are fo 
infignificant as not to deferve mentioning ; for the 
Virginians take every article for convenience or or- 
nament from the mother-country, 

The number of white people in this province 
amounts to about feventy thoufand ; fo that Vir- 
ginia is not as populous as might have been ex- 
pected from fo ancient and flourifhing a colony ; 
though the number of inhabitants is every day in- 
-creafing, by the migration of the Irith from Penfyl- 
vania, who fell their lands tn that province to the 
more frugal and induftrious Germans, and take 
up pew ground in the remote counties of Virginia, 
Maryland,and North-Carolina. A confiderable num- 
ber of French refugees are likewife fettled in Virgi- 
nia; but the negroe flaves, who cannot be fewer 
than an hundred thoufand fouls, as between three 
and four thoufand are annually imported into the 
two tobacco colonies, are much the larger part 
of the inhabitants; and the negroes here rather | 
increafe than diminifh, from moderate labour, 
-wholefome food, and a healthy climate. 

The Virginians are a chearful hofpitable people, 
though vain and oftentatious, and for the greater 
part members of the church of England. There 
are fome few meeting-houfes of Prefbyterians and 


R 4 Quakers ; 
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Quakers ; there being both in Virginia and Mary- 
Jand, a general toleration for minifters of all perfua- 
fions, legally qualified, to officiate in places proper- 
ly licenfed. The country between James River 
and York River is the beft inhabited and culti- 
vated. Lunenburgh, the remoteft fettlement, is 
about an hundred miles fouth-weft from Hanover, 
which is fixty miles diftant from William‘burgh, 
the metropolis. 


COURTS of JUDICATURE. 


The frontier or fartheft back counties, being of 
great extent, no navigation, and little foreign 
trade, hold quarterly county couris only; all the 
others have monthly courts: variations happen 
from time to time. In 1752 they were as follows: 


QuarTERL¥Y CountTy-CourTs. 


Brunfwick, i Laft Tuefday in March, June, 

Fairfax. September, December. 

Lunenburgh. Firft,Tuefday in January, April, 
July, October, 

Frederick, Second Tuefday in February, 

Albena May, Auguft, November. 

Augutta, Fourth Tuefdays in faid months. 


Montuity County-Covurts 


a a Firft_ Monday in every 
Williamfburgh, month, 


James 
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James City, 


Northumberland, 


Nanfemond. 
York. 


Prince William, 


Cumberland. 
Middlefex, 


Elizabeth City, 


Spotfylvania. 


Prince George, 
King and Queen, 


Northampton, 
Stafford. 
Plex, 
Gooch-land, 
Princefs Ann, 
Surry. 

Louifa, 


Weitmoreland, 


Accomack. 
Charles City. 
Warwick, 
Ifle of Wight, 
Hanover. 
New Kent, 
Southampton. 
Norfolk, 
Colepepper. 
Gloucetter, 
Orange. 
Chefterfield, 
King George, 


: | 
: 
: 
! 
| 
! 


Second Monday, 
Third Monday. 
Fourth Monday, 


Firft Tuefday. 


Second Tuelday. 


Third Tuefday. 


Fourth ‘Tuefday, 
Firft Wednefday- 


Firft Thurfday. 


Second Thurfday. 
Third Thurfday. 
Fourth Thurfday. 


Firft Friday. 


Lancafter 
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Lancatter, dani of Second Friday. 


Carolina. 
King William, _ Third Friday in each 
#Amelia, 5 month. 


Thus thé government is divided into’ forty-five 
counties ; fix of which hold quarterly courts, and 
thirty-nine hold monthly courts ; and the laws by 
which this province is governed, are, as near -as 
poflible, conformable to thofe of England. 


SOD IGOOIO IOI OORIOK 


CVAP POR OY E> I~ NA 


HE whole coaft of .North-America was 
formetly known by the name of Virginia. 

The province now properly fo called, with Mary- 
land and the two Carolina’s, was known by the 
name of South-Virginia, The Spaniards confider- 
ed it as part of Caan which they. made to ex- 
tend from New- Mexico to the Atlantic Ocean. But 
as the country fhewed no marks of producing 
gold or filver, it remained entirely neglected by 
aa until, as we obferved in the hiftory of Vir- 
ginia, Sir Walter Rawleigh projected an eftablifh- 
ment there. It was not in the part now called Vir- 
ginia, but in North Carolina, that the frft Englith 
fettlements were made, and: unhappily deftroyed. 
Afters 
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Afterwards, the adventurers entered the Bay of 
Chefapeak, and fixed a permanent colony to the 
northward. Thus, though Carolina was the firit 
part of the weftern coaft of America which had an 
European colony, yet, by a ftrange caprice, it was 
long deferted by the European nations, who fet. 
tled, with infinitely greater dificulty, in climates 
much lefs advantageous or agreeable; and it was 
not until the year 1663 that the Engl:fh formally 
fettled this country, when king Charles II. granted 
by patent to Edward earl of Clarendon, then lord 
high-chancellor of England, George duke of Albe- 
marle, William lord Craven, John lord Berkeley, 
Anthony lord Athley, Sir George Carteret, Sir Wil- 
‘liam Berkeley, and Sir George Colleton, all that 
territory in his American dominions from the 
north end of Lucke ifland, in the Southern Vir- 
ginian Sea, and within 36 deg. of north latitude, to 
the weft as far as the South Seas, and foutherly 
as far as the river St. Matheo, bordering on the 
coaft of Florida, within 31 deg. of north latitude, 
_and fouth-welft, in a direct line, as far as the South 
Seas aforefaid ; with full power to fettle and govern 
the country, together with the ufual inveftiture of 
fifheries, mines, power of life and limb, &c.  Ac- 
cordingly, thefe gentlemen had the model of a con- 
_ ftitution framed, and a body of fundamental laws 
compiled, by the celebrated philofopher Locke ; 
‘by which the lords proprietors themfelves ftood in 
the place of the king, gave their affent or diffent to 
all Jaws, appointed ‘all officers, and beftowed all ti- 
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tles of dignity. A palatine was to be chofen out of | 
the proprietaries, who was to hold that poft during 
life, and was to be fucceeded by the eldeft of the 
other proprietaries, This palatine was to act as 
prefident of acourt, compofed of himfelf and three 
other proprietors, who were vefted with the exe- 
cution of the whole powers of the charter: each 
member was authorifed to nominate a deputy, 
who might act for him in Carolina, but according 
to his directions, They appointed alfo two other 
branches, in a great meafure analogous to the old 
Saxon conftitution, They made three clafies of no-. 
bility: the loweft, compofed of thofe who had 
erants of twelve thoufand acres of land, were to be 
called barons; the next order were to poffefs 
twenty-four thoufand acres, or two baronies, with 
the title of caciques, and were to anfwer our earls ; 
the third were to pofiefs two caciquefhips, or forty- 
eight thoufand acres, and were to be entitled land- 
graves, 4 title in this province analogous to that of 
duke. This body was to form the upper-houle, 
. and their lands were not to be alienable by parcels. 
The lower-houfe. was to be formed, as in the other 
colonies, of reprefentatives from the feveral towns 
or counties; and the whole was not to be called 
an aflembly, as in the reft_of the plantations, bur 
a parliament ; which was to fit once in two years, 
oftener, if neceflary. 

To make this government approach {till nearer 
to the antient feodal conftitution, the white inhabi- 
tants, from fixteen to fixty years of. age, if called 

upon 
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upon by the grand council, were obliged to take 
the Geld with proper arms. Every planter was to 
‘pay annually one penny per acre quit-rent to his 
proprietary; and each county was to have a fheriff, 
and four juitices of the peace. All free perfons 
who came over, were to have fifty acres of land for 
themfelves, fifty for each man-fervant, and as ma- 
ny for each woman fervant who was marriageable, 
and forty for each of either fex who was not mar- 
tiageable; and every fervant, after the expiration 
of his or her fervitude, was to be deemed free, and 
be intitled to fifty acres, fubject only to the above 
quit-rent. But the proprietaries, in all their 
leafes, carefully excepted all mines, minerals, and 
quarries of precious ftones, as well as when the co- 
lonifts bought off their ae ee which ids of 
them did. 

Though ‘the proprietors expended twelve thou- 
fand pounds in attempting to fettle their grant, 
the province owed its eftablifhment to the humane 
difpofition of that excellent man who formed the 
model of their government, which allowed an unfi- 
mited toleration to people of all religious perfua- 
“fions, whereby a great number of diffenters, whom 
the government at home treated with more rigour 
than was confiftent with juftice or good policy, 
were induced to tranfport themfelves, with their 
fortunes and families, into Carolina. About 1670, 
colonel Williatn Sayle was appointed by the lords- 
proprietors governor of the province. At this 
time, the lands about Albemarle and Port-Royal 
rivers, being moft convenient for trade, were the 

moft 
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moft frequented; but the colonifts foon learned, 
from experience, that pafturage and agriculture 
were neceffary for their eftablifhment ; whence Afh- 
ley and Cooper Rivers drew thither fuch numbers, 
that the country thereabouts foon became the beft 
inhabited part of the colony. In 1671, captain 
Halftead arrived with a fuppiy of provifions of all 
kinds from the proprietaries in England, who 
‘created James Carteret, Sir John Yeomans, and 
John Locke, Efg; landgraves. Some deviations 
were made about this time from the original con- 
ftitutions. The number of landgraves and. ca- 
_ciques required by the original conftitution to con- 
ftitute the upper-houfe not being to be found, a go- 
“yernor was nominated by the palatine, whofe council 
was to confift of feven deputies of the proprietaries, 
as many chofen by the parliament, and an equal 
number of the eldeft landgraves and caciques ; to 
whom were added, (all nominated by the proprie- 
taries) an admiral, a chamberlain, chancellor, chief- 
juttice, fecretary, furveyor, treafurer, high-{teward, 
regifter of births, burials, and marriages, regifter 
_of writings, and marfhal of the admiralty. The 
quorum of the council was to confift of the go- 
vernor and fix of the members, three of whom were 
to be proprietary-deputies ; and the parliament was 
_to be compofed of the governor, the deputies of 
the proprietaries, ten members to be chofen by the 
freeholders of Berkeley county, and ten by thole of 
Colliton county ; but the number of thofe repre- 
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fentatives was to be. increafed, in proportion to 
the growth of the colony. |. re 

~ Onthe deceafe of the duke of Albemarle, the 
firft palatine, the earl of Craven fucceeded to this 
poft, in 1671, when the above temporary laws were 
enacted. The proprietors now feem to have con- 
ceived very fanguine expectations of the colony ; 
for they ordered captain Halftead to fail up Afhley 
river to make difcoveries, and fent over the model 
of a magnificent town, to be. built upon a point of 
Jand between Afhley and Cooper rivers, as the me- 
tropolis of the province, to be named’ Charles 
Town. The pronufing afpect of the colony in- 
vited over many. of the old cavalier principles, and 
others, whofe libertine manners gave great offence 
to the original planters, who were chiefly diffent- 
ers. Thele new fettlers gaining a majority in one 
of the affemblies, by attempting to exclude all 
‘diffenters, produced a kind of civil war in the co- 
lony, and hindered it, for many years, from mak- 
ing that progrefs which might have been expected 
from its great natural advantages. Sir John Yeo- 
mans fucceeded colonel Sayle as governor; but 
the diforders of the colony {till increafed, the peo- 
ple fell into difputes of no lefs violent a nature 
with the lords-proprietors * ; and provoking the 
“Indians, by a feries of unjuft actions, gave occafion 


* The two parties often came to blows with each other, 
‘and one Culpepper was fent prifoner to England by the go- 
_ vernor, and tried for high treafon in Weftminfter-hall, for raifing 
a rebellion in Carolina ; but was acquitted, | 
to 


266 BRITISH EMPIRE 


to two Indian wars, in which however they were af 
laft victorious, and fubdued almoft all the Indian 
nations within their limits, on this fide the Apala- 
chian mountains. 

To temedy thefe difordets, the proprietaries ap- 
pointed colonel Weft governor, a wife, moderate, 
and courageous man, who, at his acceffion to the go- 
vernment, found great licentioufnefs prevailing, 
party difputes at a great height, and the Indian war 
{till raging : however, by fiding with the popular 
party, (for the proprietaries, in the exercife of their 
power, had deviated greatly from the original con- 
ftitution) he healed the public divifions fo much, 
that the colony united in repelling the Weltoes, an 
Indian nation, which had committed great ravages. 
In 1682, he held a parliament. in Charles Town, 
where feveral good laws paffed ; particularly, an 
act for fettling the militia. Thefe, and other popu- 
Jar acts of the governor, difpleafing the lords-pro- 
prietaries, Weft was removed from his government, 
and fucceeded by Jofeph Moreton, Eq; 

The differences between the Indians and the 
colony ftill continuing, the proprietaries iffued 
a commiffion to Maurice Matthews, William 
Fuller, Jonathan Fitz, and John Boon, Efqrs. 
to hear and determine all differences between 
both parties ;, which was foon diffolved, the com- 
miffioners being accufed of unfair practices Not- 
withftanding thefe difcouraging diforders, three 
counties, viz. Berkeley, Craven, and Coiliton, were 
laid out. Mr. Moreton, during his fhort governs 
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ment paffed feveral excellent acts for the benefit of 
individuals, as well as of the colony; but he was 
foon nial and Sir Richard Kyrle appointed in 
his room, who furvived his nomination but a few 
months ; in confequence of which, Mr. Welt was 
again made governor, whofe adminiftration was of 
vait fervice to the colony, by bringing over many 
induftrious planters, moft of whom were diffenters. 
Lord Cardrofs, a Scotch nobleman, fettled at Pore 
Royal, with ten Scotch families ; but difagreeing 
with the government, returned home, and the fettle- 
ment came to nothing. Weit was fucceeded by 
James Colleton, Efg,; one of the proprietaries, 
whole government was fo unpopular, that the re- 
prefentatives of the people thwarted every meafure 
he propofed, even to fettling the militia, on which 
their own fafery depended. Difputes abouttenures 
and.quit-rents {till continuing, in 1687 he called a 
parliament, in which he and his party fubfticuted, in 
the room of the original conftitutions, other arti- 
cles, under the title of ftanding laws and temporary 
laws ; a proceeding equally difagreeabie to both 
proprietaries and planters; fo that Mr. Colleton 
was not only obliged to quit his government, but 
the province alfo.. The adminiftration feems now 
to have been put into the hands of gentlemen of the 

greateft intereft in the colony, without any inten- 

tion of their being continued ; colonel Quarry, 

Mr. Southwell, alah Ludwell, and Mr. Smith, 

were fucceflively governors. ‘The laft, finding it 

impofible to gratify the people in all cheir de 

Wor. II: 5 mands, 
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mands, in 1694, ingenuoufly informed the proprie- 
taries, that it was impoffible to fettle the country, 
except one of the proprietaries was fent over with 
full power to redrefs their grievances. Upon 
which, lord A thley, eldeft fon to the earl of Shaftef- 
bury, was pitched on for this purpofe ; but he de- 
clined accepting the government, which was con- 
ferred on Mr. Archdale, to whofe printed account 
of Carolina the public is chiefly indebted for its in- 
formation concerning this province. 

Mr. Archdale ata in Auguft 1695, furnifh- 
ed with very ample powers, and immediately called 
a parliament, in order to redrefs the erievances of 
the colony, in which, with good management and 
patience, he at lat Pecianike {o meth that the 
affembly voted him an addrefs of thanks, He 
was fucceeded by Jofeph Blake, Efq; a proprietary, 
nephew to the famous admiral Blake. Many in- 
conveniences having accrued from a ftriét adherence 
to the letter of the original conftitutions, a fet of 
forty-one articles, figned bythe proprietaries, un- 
der the title of the laft fundamental conftitutions, 
were fent from England, which allowed a liberty 
of confcience as. amply as the former; but were 
never confirmed by the affembly. Mr. Blake was 
a man very. well qualified .for adminiftration ; for, 
though a diffenter, fuch was his moderation, that 
he prevailed with the affembly to fettle one hun- 
dred and fifty pounds per annum, for ever, on the 
clergyman of C harles Town, with a good houfe, a 
glebes and two fervants, Upon his death, in 1700, 

the 
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the deputies of the proprietaries in Carolina, in con- 
fequence of their powers in fuch cafes, chofe the 
eldeft landerave, Joleph Moreton, Efg; who had 
been governor before ; whofe election was objected 
to as injurious to the proprietaries, becaufe he had 
accepted of a commiffion from the king to be judge 
of the admiralty, though he had Before accepted 
of a like commiffion From’ them. A moft ridicu- 
lous objection, as no admiralty jurifdi@ion was ex- 
preffed in the original patent; yet Mr. Moore, his 
competitor, had intdrett enough to get the election 
fet afide, and himfelf chofen, without Moreton’s $ re- 
ceiving the leaft redrefs. | 

The earl of Path, fon to the late earl, was now 
palatine, an enthufiaft to the church of England, 
whofe great ambition was to eftablifh that worthip 
in the colony, exclufive of all others ; a dostrine 
at that time enforced in England by the bill againft 
occafional conformity. Moore was quite pliant to 
his views 3. but: was difappointed” by the affembly, 
in. an attempt he made to get the Indian trade into 
the hands of the’ government, which- he: therefore 
diffolved. ‘Towards the latter end of the year 17015 
he-called'a new affembly, and, according to his ene- 
mies, fo influenced: the» fhérif,, that ftrangers, fer- 
vants, ‘aliens, nay, ‘mulattées. and ‘negroes, were 
polled, and returned complaints of ‘which, and 
many other abufes in‘his office, were fent to the 
palatine, ‘bur -no“redrefs’ obtained 5 perhaps the 
charges againft him were aggravated. — 

ree a | S 2 } | AS DOR 
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Upon the acceffion of Philip V. a war between 
England and Spain feemed inevitable; and the 
Carolinians were firmly of opinion, that the Spa- 
niards in Florida were ufurpers upon their origi- 
nal charter; a notion of great fervice to Moore in 
promoting*a fcheme he formed, for engroffing to 
his government and himfelf the profits of the flave- 
trade, by felling, in the Britifh iflands, the Spanifh 
Indians, at a lefs price than negroes could be im- 
ported for from Africa. He accordingly, to avoid 
an enquiry into his own condué, propofed an ex- 
 pedition againft St. Auguftine ; but as war was not 
yet declared againft Spain, the motion was thrown 
out of the aflembly. But though the oppofition 
was very ftrong, he foon obtained a majority, and 
defeated every attempt for having the laft funda- 
mental conftitutions agreed to by the aflembly, 
which produced frefh remonftrances againft his 
government. . 

In all probability, Moore could not have got the 
better of the diffenting intereft, had he not been be- 
friended by the palatine, the proprietaries, and 
the war with.Spain, which gave him a handle for 
renewing his project againft St. Auguftine. The 
wealthy planters, in vain, remonftrated againft the 
inability of the province to undertake fuch an ex- 
pedition ; the affembly voted two thoufand pounds 
for this fervice. “Six hundred Indians were imme- 
diately raifed, and colonel Daniel was fent up the 
river with a party in boats, to make a defcent upen 
the land fide, while the governor attacked the place 

2 by 
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by fea. At firft fuccefs crowned their arms: they 
defeated the Spanifh Indians, and killed or took 
prifoners about fix hundred of them. They next 
plundered the town of St. Auguftine, as they had 
already done all the open country ; but the inhabi- 
tants had retired with their beft effects to the caftle, 
which was well fortified, and contained provifions — 
for four months. The Englifh being unprovided 
with bombs and mortars, and having a very incon- 
fiderable train of artillery, could only blockade the 
place, until they fhould receive a fupply from Ja- 
maica, for which purpofe, a floop was difpatched 
thither ; but the commander of it proving dilato- 
ry, colonel Daniel, on whofe abilities the fuccefs of 
the expedition feems wholly to have refted, went 
himfelf to Jamaica, and procured the neceflary 
ftores for the fiege. 

During his abfence, two Spanith fhips appeared 
in the offing of St. Auguftine, which ftruck 
Moore, who had lain there three. months, . with 
fuch a panic, that he raifed the fiege, burnt his 
_ fhips, (though fome fay, they fell into the hands of 
_ the Spaniards) and made a precipitate retreat ; and 
Daniel, on his return to St. Auguftine, with great 

difficulty efcaped being taken. Thus Moore fhame- 
; fully abandoned a certain conguelt: for the two 
Spanifh fhips were only frigates, one of twenty- 
two, the other of fixteen guns; and had he conti- 
_nued the fiege a little longer, the place muft have 
infallibly furrendered. 
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Moore got fafe to Carolina, after a long fa- 
tiguing march by land, which he conduéted in a 
very sierGiclerstiaces manner; yet, which is very 
extraordinary, the Englith loft no more than two 
men in this laborious expedition. » The Carolinians 
were greatly difpirited*with the bad fuccefs of the 
expedition ; efpecially, as it had entailed upon them 
a debt of fix thoufand pounds. When the affem- 
bly met, the lower-houfe paffed “a bill for the better 
reculating elections, which the governor and coun- 
cil, who wanted to raife money to pay off the pro- 
vineial debt, difdainfully rejeéted:) “The affembly. 
confifted of but ‘thirty members; fifteen of whom 
entered a proteft againft ‘the governor's. procced- 
ings. “In fhort’ both parties: feem to have been in 
fauite’ the governor,’ with fome of. his riotous 
friends, inflilted’ the'protefters in the moft profs: 
manner; and thé latter wanted to evade the hoya 
of the provincial debts. ° | 

‘At laft, Sir Nathaniel Johifon,¢ ‘governor of the 
Leeward Iflahds-in the reign of King James; who 
had afterwards retired to CREST -was appointed 
covernor$ but heaéted upon the“principles’of the 
Tate governor, Moore, who was appointed attorney- 
general, and one of his ‘creatures, Trott, chief | 
juttice of the common’pleas, then a poft of vatt 
power in the provinces’ “Notwithftanding the black 
colours in which the diffenters' have reprefented 
Moore, it: ‘ought to be remembered, that the co- 


Jony of Geotni chiefly owes its birth to him. Jn 
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#703 he marched againft the Spanith Apalachians, 
eight hundred of whom he killed or took prifoners, ~ 
with Don Juan Mexia, their commander; in confe- 
quence of which; the whole province of Apalachia 
fubmitted, and he tranfported from thence to the~ 
country now called Georgia, fourteen hundred . 
Apalachians, who put themfelves under the Lae . 
tection of the-:nglifh crown. } ; 
The remonftrances of the Sacelinininns dbeint 3 
the riotous preceedings, encouraged and abetted.. 
by the governors Moore and Johnfon, and their il- - 
legal practices in procuring. returns to. be made to -- 
the houfe of reprefentatives, met:with avery cold . 
reception in Englands and the aflembly. Meeting in.- 
Carolina, ay bill, in exprefs violation of the funda.. 
mental conftitution, was paffed, for the more effec. 
tual prefervation of, the government, requiring all . 
- perfons elected members.of the common, houfe. of 
aflembly, to conform to the church.of England, | 
and receive the facrament, according: to cae rites | 
and: ufage of the faid church... .Thus,all diffenters — 
were! difqualified, though legally eleGted, frony fit-. 
ting inothe- aflembly, and the candidate who. had... 
the next majority,-of- votes /was..to, be. admitted, a 
The diffenters, alarmed:-at. this. illegal: opprefi ive... 
act, inftruéted Mr, Ath, their.agent,.to/seprefent,.. 
their grievances to! lord Granville, which: he did.;, . 
but died before he-faw any effect of his reprefenta-. c 
tions: indeed his-dordfhip, from his temper.and 
penalise was very unlikely to afford them relief, 
S 4 The 
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The diffenters were thus left without redrefs.; 
and, to compleat their grievances, a bill. pafied, 
figned by the governor and deputies, for eftablifh- 
ing religious worfhipin this province, according to 
the church of England;. and forthe erecting 
churches, for the public worfhip of God;, and alfo, 
for the maintenance of. minifters, and the buildiog 
convenient houfes for them: and commifiioners 
were appointed to fee the act put into execution. In 
confequence of this, act, many oppreflive things 
were done by the government .of Carolina againit 
the diffenters ; m= na at laft, the merchants, trading 
thither petitioned lord Granville for, its. repeal. 
A board of proprietaries was, with. great diffi- 
culty affembled ; but notwithftanding all the re- 
prefentations of Mr, Archdale, who was himfelf a 
proprietary, and Mr. Boone, agent,for.the difient- 
ers, no redrefs could be pchisied 5 The bill, how- 
ever, was of fuch pernicious confequence to the 
colony, that the lower-houle, pafied a ,vote for re- 
pealing it ; but, the governor diflo,ved them. Ke- 
prelentations. fignifying nothing, Mr. Boone, »by 
the affiftance of the Carolina merchants in -Lon- 
don, carried an. application into.the houle of lords 
for the relief of the Carolinians ; where the matter 
was fully debated ; and,.the houfe, being of opi- 
nion, that the proprietors, had forfeited their char- 
ter, addrefied the queen in, behalf of the colonitts, 
who referred the matter of the petition to the com- 
miffioners of trade and plantations ; and their opi- 
nien coinciding, the attorney and follicitor-general 

were 
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were ordered to proceed againtt the proprietors by 
quo warranto. At ee in 1728, the lords pro- 
prietors, making a virtue of necefiity, accept= 
ed feventeen chouland five hundred pounds for 
their property and jurifdiction, together with 
five thoufand pounds due to them from the pro- 
vince; exceptearl Granville, who kept his eighth, 
which comprehends near half of North-Carolina, 
on that part which immediately borders on the 
province of Virginia: and this furrender was con- 
firmed by an act of the Britifh parliament, whereby 
the province was put under the immediate care and 
infpection of the crown. The conftitution, in thofe 
points where it differed from other colonies, was 
altered ; and the country, for the more commo- 
cious adminiftration of affairs, divided into two 
diftinét independent governments, called North- 
Carolina and South- Carolitia! 

Colonel Johnion was fucceeded in the govern- 
ment by major Tynte; to whom fucceeded Gibbs, 
Craven, Daniel, Johnfon, and Moore, during 
whofe governments nothing material happened. 
In.1718, Francis Nicholfon, Eiq; was governor, 
during whofe time the province was terribly har- 
raffled by pirates. In 41722, four Indian nations. 
fent deputies to make peace with the Englifh ; who 
were well received, and in return: owned themfelves 
fubjeéts of Great-Britain. 

The province being now under the immediate 
protection of the crown ; by the affiftance received 
from England, the Indians were expelled, and 

forced 
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forced to accept of equitable terms of peace * 5 and: 
Robert Johnfon, Efq; was appointed governor by the 
crown, who arrived in Carolina in'1731, and brought 
ever with him a confiderable prefent for the chiefs 
of the Cherokees, to confirm them in their good 
difpofition towards the crown of! Great-Britain. 
The Cherokee chiefs being invited toCharlesTown, 
were received in the moft brilliant manner, and ra~ 
tified a treaty approved of by the affembly, withthe 
utmoft cordiality. Unfortunately, the Virginians 
and Carolinians purfued feparate interefts among the 
Cherokee tradets and the Carolinians ‘frequent~ 
ly complained that the Virginians underfold them. 
‘asi eee: a map in’ fide ea ae to remove every 
“grievance. © 


* Tt being judged neceflary to bring over the Gerke In- 
dians, from whom ‘the! province had:moftto apprehend, to the 
Englifh interefty Sir-Alexander Cumming, a-native of Scotland, 
undertook this arduous tafky and.on:the firt.of March, 1729, 
arrived’ at Keowee} diftant about three: hundred miles from 
Charles Town»: “Learning? from can oEnglih trader, that the - 
Lower Creeks had invited the’ Cherokees to joinothe Frenchiv-» 
tereft, he, without lofs-of ‘time, repaired:to thethoufe where » 
near two hundred of’ the’ Cherokee chiefswere aflembled, and 
was by them received with the greateft marks of irefpect. He 
. then tequefted’ MER meeting of the nation, tocconferwith him 
at Nequaffée, on the third of Aprilfollowing. In the interim, he 
travelled avait Way into their countrys’ wis every where received 
with the greateit cordiality, and upon his return to Nequaffec, 
the Cherokees folemnly fwore allegiaticé tothe king of Eng- 
Fand, and made Sir Alexander thé compliment of receiving from 
his hands Moyty, one of their head-men, as chief of all their 
nation ; and prefented him with their fovereiga diadem, together 

with 
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etievance. On the 25th of Auguft 1732, he-had » 
an’ interview with Mingo-be-Mingo, a Chickefaw 
chief, attended by eight men and two women, with, 
two Natchee Indians, who, in, his.fpeech to the go- 
vernor, whom he- called father, faid, ‘*. He had_ 
undertaken a very: long journey to. fee -him,;, that: 
he hoped the path ‘ between them.would. never) be: 
fhut up; that,in-his. way thither one of, his. men. 

was killed by the: Cherokee Indians, allies to the 

Englifhs. that -he was.fent down by the other head 
men of the nation to receive a talk from him : © and. 
that he would faithfully, carry it back.” The go- 
vernor made the beft apology | he.could for the Che- 
rokees, and underftanding thar the Chactaws were at - 
variance with the Chickefaws, on account of their 
friendfhip to the ees dele g Mingo with 


with five shana wits sad four fel et ie to ee them 
at the feet of his majefty..° Moyty would: have: attended him to 
England himfelf, had not his wife been’ very dangeroufly ill ; 
and fent the head warrior of: the -TLepetchees,..and other « 
chiefé, to England with Cumming; where they. arrived at Dover, 
on the sth of June, 1730. 0°They were prefented tothe king, be- 
held all the magnificence of the Englifhcourt, and bore witnefs. 
to the truth of Sir Alexander’s {peech, when he declared the fub-. 
miffion of their nation to the.crown.of England. But. this idle 
pageantry was foon forgot by thems, for, the, ,Indians do. not 
feem to have the leait idea of any, grandeur. of, government out 
of the verge of their own. country... .They received no benefit 
from their fubjection, whatever. might have been Hie active’ ; 


’ nor was any care taken after Mr, Johnfon’s government,’ to 


keep up our intereft among them, though it might, have been 
done at a very trifling expence, 
twelve 
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twelve cags of gunpowder, and twenty-four bags 
of bullets ; and the two Natchee Indians, and his at- 
tendants, with a coat, gun, and hat each; and, af- 
ter recommending a good underftanding between 
the Nactees and Chickefaws, and advifing the lat- 
ter to demand fatisfaction of the Cherokees in a 
friendly manner, difmified them, highly fatisfied 
with their treatment. ‘The province of Georgia 
was planned during the time of this governor, who 
publifhed an advertifement in the Carolina ga- 
zette for fubfcriptions towards its eftablifhment ; 
gave a moft hofpitable reception to him, upon 
his firft arrival at Charles Town, in his way to 
Georgia; and procured a vote of the general- 
affembly for furnifhing him, at the public ex- 
pence, with an hundred and four head of breed- 
ing cattle, twenty-five hogs, and twenty barrels of 
TICe 5 and, exclufive of {mall craft for their convey- 
ance, ordered the ‘feout-boats, with ten rangers *, 

under the command of captain Macpherfon, to me 
tend him, in order to protect the new fettlers 
from any infults. The governor, at the fame time, 
recommended the infant colony to all the friendly 
Indians, and would have accompanied Mr. Ogie- 
thorpe himfelf, had not the affembly been fitting : 

however, at his requeft, colonel Bull, a gentleman 
extremely converfant in thofe “affairs, went to 
_ Georgia, where he was of infinite fervice to Mr. 


* Rangers, in Carolina, are light-horfemen, kept in pay 
to difcover the motions of the Indians. 


Oglethorpe. 
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Oglethorpe. Before this time, we find the Caroli- 
nians were at war with the Yamaflcee Indians ; and 
with a hundred whites, and as many Indian allies, 
attacked the Yamaffee village, killed thirty-two 
of its inhabitants, with a friar, and drove both the 
Spaniards fettled there, and the Yamafiees, into Se. 
Auguftine, which they blockaded, and denianded 
the Yamafiees to be delivered up to them. The 
governor refufed to comply with this demand, af- 
ferting, the Yamaffees were fubjects of Spain; but 
offered to make good whatever damage the Englifh 
had received. Whereupon the Carolinians retreat- 
ed, after lying three days before the town. This 
Indian war brought a confiderable expence to ma- 
ny individuals, who very juftly complained of the 
extravagant grants made by the proprietaries to the 
jandgraves. and caciques, by which thofe who had 
defended the province againft the Spaniards and in- 
dians, were prevented from making any advantagi- 
ous fettlements at the original quit-rents. The-at- 
torncy-general, and follicitor-general, in England, 
gave their opinion againit the validity of thefe ex- 
erbitant grants; and the difpute was at laft ended, 
by an act of affembly to remedy the grievance. 
The fituation and fertility of Cedi with the 
ied the crown took in its profperity, now render- 
ed it a moft flourifhing province. In L732, Mr. 
Purry, a native of Neufchatel, in Switzerland, en- 
tered into a treaty with the Enelith government 
for fettling, with Switzers, the {pot where lord Car- 
drofs had heretofore made a {mall fettlement, which 
he 
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he abandoned, as has been already mentioned. Ant 
hundred and feventy-two Swifs accordingly ar- 
rived, and in a few months built upon the northern 
back of the river Savannah a new town, called Pur- 
ryfburgh, where they were foon joined by more of 
their countrymen. In confequence ofa very laud- 
able.{cheme for raifing a barrier of hardy induf- 
trious people -on the fouthern frontier of South-Ca- 
rolina, the aflembly voted Mr. Purry four bun- 
dred, pounds for every hundred effective. men he 
fhould import, and promifed to. find provifions’ 
and tools for three hundred of them: for:one year. 
Purry, in 1734, brought. over two! hundred and fe- 
venty more of his countrymen; fo that above fix: 
hundred Swifs. were now fettled at Purryfburgh. 
To defray this expence, the crown, remitted to- 
the aflembly the negroe-duty, . A .noble fcheme 
for the benefit of the colony..was about the fame 
time recommended :to_ the. governor. by, his. ma-- 
jefty.. Eleven. new townfhips . were. to be. efta- 
blifhed, to confift each. of. twenty. thoufand acres. 
of land, laid out in a fquare plat.; fifty acres, part 
thereof, to be eranted.t to.every inhabitant at his firft 
fettling ; and that. land. -might.not beowanting for 
the conveniency :of;, the inhabitants. as. their “fib, - 
ftance increafed,.no perfon-was allowed: to. take up 
any land within fix miles.of. the faid townfhips, re- 
fpectively. At the, fame time, forty-eight) thou- ), 
fand acres were granted to Mr. Purry, for the ufe of . 
the - fix undred Swifs whom he had imported. 
Some mifmanagement, however, having crept into 
the 
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the new Swifs plantation, the government iffued a 
proclamation informing the public, that no grants 
would pafs of any lands in any of the townfhips laid’ 
out in this province, but to thofe only in whofe 
names the criginal warrant was made out, and 
who fhould fists there. SET Y | 
In 1735; foon after this proclamation, ¢ oovernor 
Johnfon died, and was fucceeded’ by Thomas 
Broughton, Efq; The Englifh government, at 
this period, was too negligent in the appointment 
of American governors, who, in general, being 
men of ruined fortunés, were fent’to retrieve them 
in America, and the fortifications were in a deplora- 
ble condition in this, as well as in the other pro- 
vinces; the legiflatureof Great-Britain, then at peace 
both with France and Spain, neglecting the means 
of obliging the colonifts to contribute towards their 
own defence. However, this mifmanagement did 
not damp the zeal of the Proteftant Sik and Vau- 
doiss and the latter, accuftomed to the manufaGure 
of filk in their-own country, underftanding that 
Carolina was ‘proper for the culture of filk worms, | 
ftill' continued, as well as the Swifs, to flock there ; 
fo that, in a few years, another foteigh town, ie 
ed Wilton or New London, rivalled Purry (burgh, 
This competition’ was of fomé detriment to the 
province; the foreigners in cene ral complaining, 
that the terms upon “which etey fettled in the pro- 
vince were not fulfilled.’ ‘The government of Eng- 
ine having 0 now "determine qd to fobdivide'tt the great 
. | pauyetine 
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American provinces, Carolina was divided into 
two diftinct governments, viz. South and North 
Carolina, 

Nothing further occurs in. the hiftory of Caroli- 
na, till the government of Mr. Glenn, excepting 
the common fhare the province took in the war be- 
tween Great-Britain, France, and Spain. In 1752, 
South-Carolina was in fo thriving a condition, that 
upwards of fixteen hundred foreign proteftants 
arrived in the colony. On the 26th of May 1752, 
Malachty, attended by the Wolf king, the Ottatee 
king, with about twenty chiefs, and upwards of 
an hundred Creek Indians, came to Charles Town, 
efcorted by three troops of horfe, by the governor’s 
order ; to whom his excellency made a fpeech, 
in their own manner, to perfuade them to ratify 
their treaties with the Englifh, and make peace 
with the Cherokees, then sander. our protection, 
fome of whom had been murdered by the Creeks, 
even in the neighbourhood of Charles Town, 
and expreffed his defire, that there might be a 
good underftanding among all the Indian nations in 
alliance with the Englifh. Malachty. made a prefent 
of fkins to his excellency, and accounted for the con- 
duct of his people towards the Cherokees, and the o- 
ther Enelifh Indians, and, uponthe whole, promifed 
every thing which the governor required, except- 
ing an alliance with the northern Indians ; which, 
he faid, was a matter of fo great confequence, that 
he.and his nation muft deliberate upon it. In con- 


fequence 


IN°AMERICA? 299 


fequence of this interview, four huridred Cherokees 
and Creeks joined the Englifh forces after the 
taking of Ofwego. 

In 1759, chiang the government of William 
Henry Lyttleton, “Eq: the French in Louifiana, 
by their infinuations, prevailed upon the Cherokees 
to attack the Enelifh and their Indian allies, many 
of whom they plundered and fcalped.. Mr. Lyttle- 
ton having received information of thefe outrages, 
raifed, with great expedition, a confiderable body of 
forces, and penetrated, at their head, in the hegin- 
ning of October, into the heart of the country of 
the "Ceetaicet" who were fo much intimidated by 
his vigour and difpatch, that they fent a deputation 
of their chiefs to fue for peace, which was re-efta- 
blifhed by a new treaty, dictated by the Englifh 
governor, at Fort Prince George, where he then 
was, at the head of eight hundred militia, and 
three hundred regulars*. Elowever, this fubmif- 
fion was only to ayoid the ftorm that feemed 

ready 


* Treaty of peace and friendfhip, concluded by his excellency 
William Henry Lyttleton, Efg; captain-general and go- 
vernor in chief of his majefty’s province of South-Carolina, 
with Attakullakulla, or the Little Carpenter, deputy of the 
whole Cherokee nation, and other head men and warriors 
thereof, at Fort Prince George, Dec. 26, 1789. 

Arricte], There fhall be a fitm peace and friend thip bes 
tween all his majefty’s fubjects of this province, and the nation 
of Indians called the Cherokees ; and thé faid Cherokees thall 
preferve peace with all his majefty’s fabjecis whatevers 

*“Yog. H. T Jj. The 
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‘ready to break upon them. Mr. Lyttleton had 
fcarce quitted their country, before they at- 
tempted to furprize Fort Prince George, where 
‘tthe Indian hoftages were lodged, who, not be- 
ing very ftrictly guarded, had found means to 
form a confpiracy with their countrymen for 
-maffacreing the garrifon, and getting pofieffion of 

the fort. 
This attempt was conducted in the following 
manner: On the 16th of February, two Indian 
women 


II. The articles of friendfhip and commerce concluded by 
the lords commiffioners for trade and plantations, with the de- 
‘puties of the Cherokees, by his majefty’s command, at White- 
hall, the 7th of September, 1730, fhall be ftri€tly obferved for 
_the time to come. , 
III, Whereas the faid Cherokee Indians have at fundry 
times and places, fince the 1gth of Auguft 1758, flain divers of 
‘his majefly’s good fubjects of this’ province ; and his excellency 
-the governor having demanded that fatisfa€tion fhould be given 
for the fame, according to the tenor of the faid articles of friend- 
fhip and commerce aforementioned, in confequence whereof 
two Cherokee Indians, of the number of thofe who have been 
_guilty of perpetrating the faid murders, have already been de- 
livered up, to be put to death, or otherwife difpofed of, as his 
excellency the governor fhall direct; it is hereby ftipulated 
_and agreed, that twenty-two other Cherokee Indians, guilty of 
the faid murders, fhall as foon as poflible, after the conclufion 
’ of the prefent treaty, be delivered up to fuch perfons as his ex- 
cellency the governor, or the commander in chief of this pro- 
‘vince for the time being, fhall appoint to recelve them, to be 
“put to deach, or otherwife difpofed of, as the faid governor and 
‘commander in chief fhall direct. 


; IV. The 


, ° 
te 
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women appearing on the other fide of the river, 
Mr. Dogharty, one of the officers of the fort, went 
out to converfe with them, While he was engaged 
in converfation, Ouconnoftotah joining them, de- 
fired he would call the commanding officer, to 
whom, he faid, he had fomething to propofe. Ac- 
cordingly, lieutenant Cotymore appearing, accom- 
panied by enfign Bell, Dogharty, and Fofter, the 
interpreter, Ouconnoftotah told him, he had.fome- 
thing of confequence to impart to the governor, 

ee whom 


IV. The Cherokee Indians, whofe names are herein after- 
mentioned, viz. Chenohe, Oufanatanah, Tallichama, Tallita- 
he, Quarrafattahe, Connafaratah, Kataetoi, Otaflite of Watogoy 
Oufanoletah of Jore, Kataeletah of Cowetche, Chifquatalone, 
Skiaguita of Sticoe, Tannaefto, Wohatche, Wyejah, Oucah- 
chiftanah, Nicholche, Tony, Toatiahoi, Shalliflofke, and Chif- 
tie, fhall remain as hoftages for the due performance of the fore- 
going articles, in the cuftody of fuch perfons as his excellency 
the governor fhall pleafe to nominate for that purpofe ; and 
-when any of the Cherokee Indians, guilty of the faid murders, 
fhall have been delivered up, as.is expreffed in the faid. articles, 
an equal number of the faid hoftages fhall forthwith be fet at 
liberty. | ) 

V. Immediately after the conclufion of this prefent treaty, 
the licenfed traders from this government, and all-perfons em- 
ployed by them, fhall have leave from his excellency the go- 
-vVernor, to return to their refpective places of abode-in the Che- 
rokee nation; and to carry on their trade with the Cherokee 
Indians, in the ufual manner, according to law, 

VI. Daring the continuance of the prefent war Lace his 
moft facred majefty and the French king, if any Frenchman fhall 
prefame to come into the Cherokee nation, the Cherokees fhall 

é gy ufe 
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he purpofed to vifit; and defired he might be at-. 
tended by a white man as a fafeguard. The 
lieutenant affuring him that his requeft fhould be 
granted, the Indian faid, he would then go and 
catch a horfe for him ; fwung a bridle thrice over 
his head, as a fignal, and immediately near thirty 
mufkets, from different ambufcades, were dif- 
charged at the Englifh officers. Mr. Cotymore 
received a fhot.in his left breaft, which in a few 
days proved fatal ; and Mr. Bell and the interpreter 
were both wounded. Enfign Mill, who remained 

i in 


ufe their utmoft endeavours to put him to death, as one of his 
’ majefty’s enemies ; or, if taken alive, they fhall deliver him up to 
his excel! lency the governor, or the commander in chief of this 
province for the time being, to be difpofed of as he fhall direct ; 
and if any perfon whatfoever, either white man or Indian, fhall, 
at any time, bring any meflage from the French into the Chero- 
‘kee nation, or hold any difcourfes there in favour of the 
French, or tending to fet the Englith and Cherokees at variance, 
‘or interrupt the peace and friendfhip eftablifhed by this prefent 
treaty, the Cherokees fhall ufe their utmoft endeavours to appre- 
hend fuch perfon or perfons, and detain him or them, until they 
fhall have ‘given notice thereof to his excellency the governor, 
or to the Commander in chief for the time being, and have Ce 
ceived his directions therein. 


Given under my hand ay feal, at Fort Prince George, in the 
province of South-Carolina, this 26th day of December 
1759, in the thirty-third year of his majefty’s reign, 

WILLIAM HENRY LYTTLETON, (L. S.) 
By his excellency’ s command, 
Wirtitam Drayton, Scc. 
| We 


t 


MAN AMERICA 2477 


im the fort, directly ordered the foldiers to fhackle 
the hoftages, in the execution of which order, one 
man was killed upon the fpot, and’another wound- 
ed upon the forehead with a tomahawk ; fo that it 
was judged abfolutely neceffary to put all the hoft- 
ages to death. Ignorant of this cataftrophe, in the 
evening, a party of Indians approaching the fort, 
and firing two fignal pieces, cried loud, in the Che- 
rokee lancuage, ** fight manfully, and you fhall be 
affifted,” and continued firing all night upon the fort, 
‘without doing the leaft execution: thus failing in 
their fcheme, they revenged themfelves on the 
Open country, burning and ravaging all the planta- 
tions in thefe parts, and butchering all who fell into 
their hands. Soon after, they affaulted Fort Nine- 
ty-fix ; from whence, however, they were repulfed. 
The Creslé Indians, hearing of the Cherokee hofti- 
lities, took the: field: apaint the:enemy, under one 


We whofe names are underwritten, do agree to all and every 
of thefe articles ; and do engage for ourfelves and our nation, 
that the fame fhall’ “be well and faithfally performed. | In tefti- 
mony whereof, we have’hereunto fet our hands and feals,. the 
day and year above mentioned, 


Pcie meh ne S.) 

OvuconnosToTa,. »(L. S.) 

OTAssIrTE, (L. S.) 

Sah ipa KitaGustTa, (L. 8.) 
mee OCONNOL CES rex, S.) 
Kittcannoxea, (L,S.) 


Fafeph Axon, William Forfter, {worn Interpreters. 
Witnefs. Henry Vane, adjutant-general. 


Leeee of 
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of their chiefs, called the Long Warrior. Seven 
hundred rangers were raifed by the people of Ca- 
rolina ; and the governor applied for affiftance to 
general Amherft, commander in chief in America, 
who forthwith detached twelve hundred chofen men. 
to South-Carolina, under the command of colonel 
Montgomery. The colonel, immediatély.after his 
‘arrival at Charles Town, proceeded to T welve-mile 
River, which’he paffed in the beginning of June, 
without oppofition; and continued his rout by 
forced marches,‘ until he arrived in the neighbour- 
hood of an Indian town, called Little Keowee, where 
he encamped. Having reafon to believe the enemy 
were not apprifed of his coming, he refolved:to rufh 
upen them in the night, by-furprize. With this 
view, leaving his tents ftlanding, with a fufficient 
guard for the camp, -he marched through the 
woods, towards the town of Eftatoe, at the dif- 
tance of twenty-five miles; and, in his rout, de- 
tached a company of light-infantry to deftroy Lit- 
tle Keowee, where they were received with a {mart 
fire ; but rufhing in with their bayonets, the In- 
cians were all flain. The main body reached Ef- 
tatoe in the morning; but found the place de- 
ferted. Some few Indians, who had not time to 
e(cape, were killed ; andthe town, confilting of two 
hundred houjes, well ftored with provifions, am- 
munition, and all the neceffaries of life, was plun- 
dered, and reduced to afhes, It was necefiary to 
{trike a-terror into thefe-favages, by fome acts of 


Severity; and the foldiers became deaf to all the 


{y eeeftions 
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fuge geftions of mercy, when they found, in one of 
their towns, the body of an Englifhman, whom 
they had put tothe torture that very morning, 
Colonel Montgomery followed his blow with fur- 
prizing rapidity ; in the fpace of a few hours he de- 
ftroyed Sugar Town, which was as large as E,{tatoe, 
and every village and houfe in the Lower Nation. 
‘The Indian villages were agreeably fituated, ge- 
nerally confifting of about one hundred houtes, 
neatly and commodioufly built ; and had large ma- 
eazines of corn, which were confumed in the flames. 
All the men that were taken fuffered immediate 
death; but the greater part of the nation had 
efeaiecs with the utmoft precipitation. In many 
houtes the beds were yet warm, and the tables 
fpread with victuals ; the Indians not having time 
to fave their arms, and valuable effects, Having 
thus taken vengeance on the perfidious enemy, at 
the expence of five or fix men killed or wounded, 
he returned to Fort Prince George, with about 
forty Indian women and childrea, enom had 
made prifoners. 
As Attakullakulla, who had figned the latt 
treaty, difapproved of the proceedings of his coun-: 
trymen, and had. done many good offices to the: 
Englifh fince the renovation of the war, he was 
now acquainted, by means of two of their warriors 
who were fet at liberty, that he might come down. 
with fome of his chiefs, to treat of an accom- 
modation, which would be granted on his ac-_ 
count; but that the negociation muft be begun ina 
: +4 few 
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days, otherwife, all the towns in the Upper Nation 
would be ravaged, and reduced to afhes*. . Atta- 
kullakulla declaring, that: he could. not prevail on 
his countrymen to accept the offered mercy, colonel 
Montgomery refolved to make a, fecond eruption 
into the. middle fettlements of the Cherokees, and 
began his march.on the 24th of..June. On the 
onth, captain Morrifon, of the advanced party, was 
killed by a fhot from a thicker, and the firing be- 
came fo troublefome that his. men gave way, “The 
erenadiers and light-infantry being detached to fuf- 
tain them, continued advancing, notwithftanding 
the fire from the woods, until, from a rifing ground, 
they difcovered a body of the enemy, whom they 
immediately attacked, and obliged to retire into a 
fwamp, which, .when the reft of the troops came 
up, they were compelled to abandon, after a fhort 
refiftance. At length, the troops arrived at the 
town of Etchowee, which. the inhabitants had 
abandoned. Here, while the army encamped on a 
{mall plain furrounded with hills, it was incom- 
moded by the enemy, who wounded 'fome men, 
atid kilied feveral horfes ; and were even fo daring 
as to attack the piquet-guard, which repulfed, them 
with difficulty ; but declined coming to an open 
engagement. Colonel Montgomery, fenfible, that 
as many horfes were killed or difabled, he could not 
' proceed further without leaving his provifions be- 


+ Attakullakulla, called the Little Carpenter, was one of the 
chiefs who had been brought when young to Pogland, by Sir 
Mexander Cc amming. 


hind, 
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hind, or abandoning the wounded to’ the brutal 
revenge of a favage enenay, retreated in the night, 

that he might be the lefs difturbed by the Indians, 
and purfued his rout, for two days, without inter- 
ruption ; but afterwards fuftained fome ftrageling 
fires from the woods, though the Indians were put 
to flight as often as they appeared. In the begin- 
ning of July he arrived at Fort Prince-George, hav- 
ing loft about feventy men in this expedition. In 
revenge, the Cherokees blockaded Fort Loudon, 
fear the confines of Virginia, defended by an in- 
confiderable garrifon, ill fupplied with provifions 
and neceffaries. The garrifon, after a’ long fiege, 

being reduced to. the utmoft diftrefs, having fubfitt- 
ed for a confiderable time without bread, on horfe- 
fleth, and feeing no profpect of relief, Hindi com= 
munication having been long-cut off from all the 
Britifh fartlerienits, capitulated with the Indians, 
and obtained permiffion to retire * 5 the Indians 


_ defiring, 


* Articles of capitulation agreed upon and affented to by 
captain Paul Demere, commanding his, majelty’ s forces at 

‘~ Fort Loudon, and the head- -men. and warriors of the Over: 
hill Cherokee towns. 

Arr. I, That the garrifon of Fort eon ese out with, 
their arms and drums; each foldier having as much powder and 
ball as their officer fhall think neceflary for the march, and what 
baggage he may chafe to carry. 

YI. That the garrifon be permitted to march for Virginia, 
or Fort Prince George, as the commanding officer fhall think 
proper, unmolefted ; and that a number of Indians be appoint- 
¢d to efcort them, and te hunt for provifions on their march. 

TI. That 
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defiring, that-when they arrived at Keowee, the Che- 
rokees, confined at that place fhould be releafed, a 
Jafting accommodation be eftablifhed, and a regu-: 
Jated trade be revived.; In confequence of this: 
treaty, the garrifon evacuated the fort; but on 
their march. were furrounded and furprized by a 
large body of Indians, who mafiacred all the offi- 
cers, except Captain Stewart, andi alfo twenty-five. 
foldiers: the-reft- were. made. prifoners.. Captain 
Stewart owed his life to the generous interceffion of 
Attakulakulla, who ranfomed him, at the price of 
all he could command, and conduéted him fafe to 
Holfton River, where he found major Lewis ad- 
vanced with a body of Virginians. The Indians, 
encouraged by their faccels, now undertook the: 
fiege of Fort Ninety-fix, and other fmall fortifica- 
tions; but retired precipitately, at the approach of 
a body of provincials. The people of Carolina, 


Hit. That fuch foldiers as are Jame, or by ficknefs difabled 
from marching, be received into the Indian towns, and kindly 
ufed until they recover, and then to be returned to Fort Prince 
George. | 

IV. That the Indians do provide the garrifon with as many 
horfes as they can conveniently, for their march, agreeing with 
the foldiers or officers for payment. 

Vv. That the fort, great guns, powder, ball, and {pare arms, 
be delivered to the Indians, without any fraud, on the day ap- 
pointed for the march of the troops. Signed, 


OuconnostatTa +t, his mark, 
Pau. DemerRe. | 
CunicacaTcoask #t, his mark, 


appre- 
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apprehenfive that the Creeks and Chaétaws would: 
join the Cherokees, addreffed their governor, to 
prevail with general Amherit to countermand the 
return of the regulars from thence, underftanding. 
that colonel Montgomery’s orders were, after hav- 
ing chaftifed the enemy, to.return to New-York, 
ah the troops under his command, and rejoin the 
grand army. The colonel was under a neceffity of 
ebeying his orders 5 but, at the earneft i intreaties of 
the province, left four hundred men forits protection. 
_ In the beginning of July the following year, 
— eolonel Grant, at the head of two thoufand fix hun- 
dred-men, marched from:Fort Prince George, ‘to 
ravage the country of the Cherokees with: fire:and 
fword. On his march he was attacked by a body © 
of Indians, who fired for fome time with great viva- 
city, but little effect, and were foon repulfed. 
Meeting with no oppofition in traverfing their 
~ country after this attempt, he reduced fifteen of 
their towns to afhes, befides villages, deftroyed all 
the {tanding corn, and drove the Indians to ftarve 
in the mountains. This-fevere chaftifement pro- — 
duced the defired effect: a deputation of the chiefs 
waited on the colonel, and fignified their defire to 
accept a peace, willingly agreeing to all the colo- 
nel’s terms, except one, by which four Cherokees 
were to be put to death at the head of the army ; 
but this article being moderated, a new treaty was 
a€tually concluded, on the 1oth of December, at 
Charles Town, in every other refpect, nearly the 
fame as that of 57593 and Sir William Johnfon made 
a tour 
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a tour round the other Indian nations, in order to 
quiet the fears of the Indians, aroufed at the con- 
gueftsof Great-Britain; which the French emiffaries 
had fomented, with their ufual induftry and fuccefs, 

North-Carolina was at firft governed by captain 
Lyd, Sir Richard Everard, and captain Barring- 
ton; but its hiftory is fo barren of events, as 
to. afford nothing worth recording. The go- 
vernors, indeed, received their falaries ; but the 
police of the province was fo negleed, that no 
provifion was made for the clergy ; ; even marriages 
being folemnized by juftices of the peace. At 
prefent, the province feems emerging from. its 
difficulties 5 and the government becoming more 
attentive to the colony in proportion as it. has been 
more fettled, by: degrees, matters have. been better 
_ regulated, and it now bids fair to become a valua- 
ble country. es 


» am | 


The CLIMATE, Sa and NATURAL History of 
the two CaRouinas, 


Thefe two provinces, yon between the 31ft and 
36th degrees of latitude, are together upwards of 
four hundred miles i in length ; ; ane in breadth; to 
the Indian nations, near Safes hares ‘The climate 
and foil do not differ, confiderably from thofe of 
Virginia ; ; but where they differ, it is much to the 

advantage of Carolina, which, on the whole, is one 
of the fineft climates in the world: the heat in fum- 
mer 
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mer is, indeed, greater than in Virginia; but the 
winters are milder and fhorter, and the: year, in ail 
refpects, does not come to fuch violent extremities, 
However, the weather, though in general ferene, 
and the air healthy; yet, like all American’ wea- 
ther, is fubje&t to fuch quick changes, and thofe fo 
fharp, as tooblige the inhabitants to be more cau- — 
tious in theirdrefs and diet than Europeans gene- 
rally are. Thunder and lightning happens. free 
‘quently, and Carolina is the only Englifh colony on 
‘the continent which is fubje&t. to hurricanes, .but 
they are very raré, and nothing’ near fo violent as 
‘thofe of the Weft-Indies. Part of March, all 
“April, May, and the greateft part of June, are in- 
‘expreflibly temperate and agreeable ; but in July, 
Augutt, andthe greateft part of September,..the 
heat is intenfe ; and though’ the winters are tharp, 
efpecially when the north-weft wind blows, yet they 
affect only the mornings and evenings, being fei- 
dom fevere enough to freeze any confiderable 
water; fo that many tender plants, which do not 
{tand the winter of Virginia, flourifh in Carolina; 
oranges, both {weet and four, being in great plenty 
near Charles Town, and both excellent in their 
kinds ; and olives feem rather neglected by the 
planter, than denied by the climate. The vegeta- 
tion of every kind of pjantis incredibly quick ; for 
there is fomething fo kindly in the air and foil, that 
where the country wears the moft barren and un- 
promifing appearance, if negleéted for a while, of 
itfelf, it fhoots out an immenfe quantity of chofe 
various 
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various beautiful flowering-fhrubs for which this 
country is fo famous. 

~ Carolina is in general a plain country, though 
every where interfperfed with gentle rifings ; the 
whole country is in a manner one fore(t, where the 
planters have not cleared it. The trees are much 
the fame with thofe in Virginia, and by their dif- 
ferent fpecies the quality of the foil is eafily difco- 
vered; for the grounds which bear the oak, the 
walnut, and the hickery, are extremely fertile: 
they confift of a dark fand, intermixed with loam ; 
and as here all the land abounds with nitre, it is a 
Jong time before it is exhaufted ; the planters never 
ufing any manure. The pine-barren is the worft . 
of all, being an almoft perfectly white fand ; yet it 
bears naturally the pine-tree, which yields good 
profit in pitch, tar, and turpentine. When cleared, 
this kind of land, for two or three years together, 
produces tolerable crops of Indian corn and peafe, 
and, when flooded, anfwers well for rice; befides, 
happily for the: province, this worft {pecies of its 
Jand is favourable to one of the kinds of indigo, 
the moft valuable of its produéts. There is another 
fort of ground which lies low and wet, upon the 
banks of fome of the rivers, called {wamps, 
‘which though in fome places in a manner ufelefs, 
in others, is far the richeft of all their lands: thefe 
grounds confift of a black, fat earth ; and bear rice, 
the great ftaple of this province, which requires in 
general a rich moift foil, in the greatett plenty and 
perfection. . The country near the fea is much the 

~ wortt ; 
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worlt 5 ‘tot of the land thereabouts being a fpe- 
cies of the pale, light, fandy-coloured ground, what 
is otherwife being little better than an unhealthy, 
unprofitable, falt marfh: but the country, as one 
advances further from the fea, improves ¢radual- 

ly, and an hundred miles beyond Chaivles Town, 
where it begins to grow hilly, the foil is prodigi- 
oully fertile, the air pure and wholefome, and the 
fummer heats much more’temperate than in the flat 
country ; for eighty miles from the fea is ail an 
even plain, notahill, arock, fcarce a pebble, being 
tobe met with, Wheat grows extremely well in 
the back country, and yields an immenfe increafe : 
in the other parts of Carolina but little is raifed, 
it being apt to mildew, and {pend itfelf in ftraw ; 
and thefe evils the planters take very little care to 
redrefs, turning their attention to the culture of rice, 
which is much more: profitable ; and are fupplied 
from New-York and tenfylvania with what wheat 
they want, in exchange for this grain. 

The land is every where very eafily cleared, there 
being little or no underwood ; their forefts con- 
fifting chiefly of great trees, at a confiderable dif- 
‘tance afunder ; fo that a man could clear more land 
in a week here, than in the forefts of Europe he 
could doina month. The ufual method is to cut 
‘the trees at about a foot from the ground, and then 
faw them into boards, or convert them into ftaves, 
‘heading, or other fpecies of lumber, according to 
the nature of the wood, or- the demands at the 
market: if they lie too diftant from a navigable 

river, 
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tiver, they are heaped together, and left to rot: 
The roots foon decay; and, before this happens, 
little or no inconvenience is found from them, where 
Jand is fo plenty. 

‘ The aboriginal animals of this country are, in 
general, het fame with thofe of Virginia ;. but 
there is a ftill greater variety of -beautiful fowls. 
All European animals are in plenty here ;. black 
cattle have multiplied amazingly. It was a very 
extraordinary thing, about fitty years ago, to have 
above three or four cows; now, feveral planters 
have a thoufand, and fome in North. Carolina, a 
great many more. Thefe ramble all day in the 
forefts ; but their calves being kept in. fenced 
paftures, the cows return every evening to them, 
are then milked, kept all night, milked in the 
- morning again,yand afterwards let loofe.. The hogs, 
“which are vaftly numerous, range in the fame man- 
ner, and like them return, by Shaving fhelter and 
victuals provided for them at the plantation. Be- 
fides, the woods contain many wild cattle, horfes, 
and fwine, though, at its firft fettlement, none of 
thefe animals exifted in the country. 

In-the two provinces, there are ten naviga- 
ble rivers, of a very long courfe, which receive 
innumerable fmaller ones in their ‘courfes, and 
all abound in fifth. About fifty or fixty miles 
from the fea, moft of the great rivers have 
falls, which become more and more frequent in 
proportion as one approaches nearer their fources ; 
as is the cafe with almoft all.the American rivers. 

4 At 
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At thefe falls the traders land their goods, carry. 
them beyond the cataract in horfes or wageons, 
and then refhip them, above or below the fall. 
Charles Town, the capital of South-Carolina, is 
one of the firft citiesin North-A merica, for fize, beau- 
ty, and commerce. Its fituation at the confluence 
of two navigable rivers, is admirably well chofen. 
The harbour is good in every refpect, except that of a 
bar, which prevents vefiels of above two hundred 
tons from entering. The cityis regularly and pretty 
ftrongly fortified, both by nature and art; the 
ftreets are well cut, the houfes large and well built, 
and let for high rents. The chine is cies 
and the architecture i in good tafte, exceeding every 
thing of the kind in} Néxchi America. - The town 
contains about eight hundred houfes, and is the fear 
of the governor, and the place where the affembly 
meets. The planters and merchants are rich and 
well bred, and feveral handfome equipages are 
keptin this city. Like the Virginians, the people’ 
here are vain, gay, and expenfive, i in their drefs and 
way of living; fo that every thing conf{pires to 
render Charles Town the livelieft and politeft 
place, as well as the richeft, in all Britith niece l 


NorTH-CaROLINA. - * 


Port Royal, the beft. harbour in this province, 
is far to the fouthward, on the borders of Georgia. 
It is capable of receiving the laraeft fleets, both 
with refpeét to number, bulk; ang burthen, wath 
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the utmoft fafety; yet the town named Beaufort, 
builc upon an ifland of the fame name, is not 
yet confiderable, though it bids fair for becoming, 
in time, the firft trading town in this part of 
America. 

The mouths of the rivers in North-Carolina form 
but indifferent harbours, and, except one at Cape 
Fear, do not admit veffels of above fourfcore 
tons; fo that larger fhips are under a necefiity of 
lying off in a found, called Ocacock, formed be- 
tween fome iflands and the continent. This laysa 
weight upon their trade, by the expence of Jighter- 
age , upon which occafion partly, though princi- 
pally becaufe the firft fegtlements were made as near 
as poflible to the capital, which lies confiderably to 
the fouthward, North-Carolina was negleéted, and 
for a long time was ill inhabited, and by" an indo- 
lent and ‘dforderly people, who had hardly any 
law or government, to protect them in what little 
they had. As commodious land grew fcarce in 
the other colonies, people in low circumftances 
were induced to fettle in this colony, where a great 
deal of excellent and convenient land remained yet 
to be patenteed; and the government becoming 
more attentive to the province as it became more 
valuable, by degrees, a better crder was introduced ; 
in confequence of which, North-Carolina, though 
by no means fo wealthy as its fifter province, has 
many more white people ; things begin to wear a 
face of fettlement, and, with proper management, 
the trade of this province, which even now is far 
from being contemptible, may become a flourifh- 


ing 
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‘ing and ufeful branch of the Britifh American 
commerce, 

Edenton was formerly the capital of North- 
Carolina, if a trifling village can deferve that 
appellation; but the late governor, Mr. Dobbs, 
projected one further fouth, upon the river Neus, 
which, though more central, is by no means equal- 
ly well fituated for trade; a circumftance that ought 
always to be principally regarded in the colonies. 
However, none of the towns deferve notice; the 
conveniency of inland navigation, and the want of 
handicraft{men, in all the fouthern provinces, is al- 
moft an infuperable obftacle to their ever rie 
confiderable ones. | | 


Trapvre, Genius of the Iepasrrawts, &c, 


The trade of inicaaes peRdes Leapiosr: provi- 
fions, &c. in common with the reft of America, 
confifts in three ftaple commodities, indigo, rice, 
and the produce of the pine tree, viz. turpentine, 
tar, and pitch. South-Carolina produces the two 
former commodities ; the latter is the ftaple of 
North- Carolina. 

Rice alone antiently formed the ftaple of South- 
Carolina: this wholefome grain makes a great part 
ofthe food:éf, allufanks:sinsthe-fouthern= parts of 
the world. Whilft the act of navigation obliged 
the Carolinians to fend all their rice firft to ee 
land, there to be refhipped for the markets of 

U4 Spain. 
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Spain and Portugal, the charges in confequence of 
this regulation lay fo heavy upon the trade, efpe- 
cially in time of war, when greatly aggravated by 
the rife of the freight and infurance, that rice 
hardly an{wered the charges of the planter; but 
the legiflature now permits them to fend their rice 
directly to any place to the fouthward of Cape Fi- 
nifterre, which prudent indulgence has again re- 
vived the trade ; and though the Carolinians have 
gone largely into the profitable article of indigo, 
they raife now above double the quantity of rice 
they raifed fome years ago ; and this branch of their 
commerce alone is worth, at leaft, ene hundred and 
fifty thoufand pounds fterling annually. 

Indigo, probably fo called from India, where the 
plant was firft cultivated, and from whence, for a 
confiderable time, the Europeans had all that they 
confumed, is very like fern, when grown, and when 
young, fcarcely diftinguifhable from lucerne: the 
leaves in general are pennated, and terminated by a 
fingle lobe; the flower confifts of five leaves, and 

is of the papilionaceous kind, the uppermoft petal 
being larger and rounder than the reft, and lightly 
furrowed on the fide, the lower ones fhort, and end 
‘ina point; in the middle of the flower the ftile is 
fituated; which afterwards becomes a pod, contain- 
‘ing the feeds. 
~ ~Three forts of indigo are cultivated in Carolina : 
firft, the French or Hifpaniola indigo, which ftrik- 
~ ing a long tap root, will only flourifh in a deep 
‘rich foil; and therefore, though an excellent fort, is 
= not 
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not fo much cultivated in the maritime parts of Ca- 
rolina, which are generally fandy: the back coun- 
ties are capable of producing it in perfection; 
but the plant is fo tender, that it hardly bears the 
winter of Carolina, on which account it is meg- 
lected. 

The falfe Guatimala, or true Bahama kind, bears 
the winter better, is a taller and more vigorous 
plant, is raifed in greater quantities from the fame 
extent of land, will grow in the worft foils in the 
country, and is therefore more cultivated, though 
inferior in the quality of its dye. 

The wild indigo, being a native of the country, — 
an{fwers the purpofes of the planter beft of all; 
with refpeét to its hardinefs, eafy culture, and the 
quantity of its produce. . The quality admits of 
fome difpute ; nor can the planters yet certainly 
tell, whether to attribute the faults of their indigo 
to the nature of the plant, to the feafons, which 
have great influence wpon it, or te fome defect in 
the manufacture. 

Indigo is generally planted. after the firft rains 
fucceeding the vernal equinox ; the feed is fowed in 
{mall ftrait trenches, about eighteen inches afunder, 
at leaft; the plant, when full grown, is genérally 
eighteen inches in height, and is fit for cutting in 
the beginning of July. Towards the end of Au- 
guft it is cut a fecond time; and, if the autumn 
proves mild, is cut a third time at Michaelmas. 
The ground muft be weeded frequently, and the 
plants cleared from worms every day ; the planta- 

U 3 tion 
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tion requiring the utmoft care and diligence. A- 
bout twenty-five negroes will manage a plantation 
of fifty acres, and compleat the manufacture of the 
indigo, befides providing their own neceffary fub- 
fiftence. If the land be very good, each acre yields 
fixty or feventy pounds weight of indigo; at a me- 
dium, the produce is fifty pounds. The plant is fit 
for cutting when it begins to bloffom ; when cut, 
the manufacturer muft be extremely careful not to 
prefs or fhake it in carrying to the fteeper, as the 
beauty of the dye greatly depends upon the fine 
farina that adheres to the leaves. 

‘T he apparatus for this manufacture is pretty con- 
fiderable, though not very expenfive ; the whole 
confifting only of a pump, vats, and tubs, of cy- 
prefs, a wood both common and cheap in this pro- 
vince. ‘The piant, when cut, is firft laid to mace- 
rate in a vat, about twelve feet long and four deep, 
to the height of about fourteen inches. ‘This vef- 
fel, called the fteeper, is then filled with water: 
the plant having been thus macerated about twelve 
or fourteen hours, according to the weather, begins 
to ferment, rife, and grow fenfibly warm: at this 
time {pars of wood are run acrofs, to prevent its 
rifing too much, and a pin is fet to mark the high- 
eft pitch of its afcent: when the liquor finks below 
this mark, the fermentation having now attained 
its due pitch, and beginning to abate, the operator 
lets off the liquor, by a cock, into another vat, 
called the beater: the remaining grofs matter is 
taken away to manure the ground, for which ufe 
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it is excellent, and new cuttings are put in, a8 long 
as the harvett of this plant continues. 

This liquor, ftrongly impregnated with the par- 
ticles of the indigo, is inceflantly beat, and agitated 
with a fort of bottomlefs buckets, with long han- 
dies, until it heats, froths, and rifes above the rim 
of the veflel which contains it: to allay this vio- 
lent fermentation, oil is thrown in, which inftantly 
finks it. When this beating has continued from 
twenty to thirty-five minutes, according to the 
{tate of the weather, (for in cool weather the long- 
eft beating is required) a fmall muddy grain be- 
gins to be formed. To difcover thefe particles the 
better, and in order to judge when the liquor is 
fufficiently beaten, fome of it is, from time to time, 
taken up ina glafs, When it appears in a pro- 
per ftate, fome lime water is poured into it, and the 
whole gently ftirred, which wonderfully facilitates 
the operation ; the liquor affumes a purple colour, 
the indigo granulates more fully, and the whole is 
troubled and muddy. “It is now fuffered to fettle ; 
the clearer part is now left to run off into another 
fucceffion of veffels, from whence the water is con- 
veyed away as faft as it clears at top, until nothing 
remains but a thick mud, which is put into coarfe 
linen bags, which are hung up, until the moifture 
is entirely drained off. ‘To compleat the drying, 
this mud is worked upon boards of fome porous 
wood, with a wooden fpatula, and is frequently ex- 
pofed to the morning and evening fun, though but 
for a fhort time only; and then, being put into 
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boxes or frames, is again expofed to the fun, in the 
fame cautioys manner, until the operation is finifh- 
ed, and that-valuable drug called indigo fitted for 
the market. . The greateft {kill and care is required 
in every part of the procefs, or there is great dan- 
ger.of {poiling the whole ; nothing but experience 
can teach the exact medium to be obferved in every 
particular, 

Thegoodnefs of indigo may be tried by fire, and 

by water.. If it fwims, or if it wholly diffolves in 
water, it is good; if it finks, it is bad; the hea- 
vier the worfe: if itentirely burns away, it is good ; 
the adulterations remain unconfumed. 

Perhaps in no branch. of manufacture can fo 
large profits. be made, upon fo moderate a capital, 
as in that. of indigo; nor can the manufacture be 
carried on-in any country with greater advantage 
than in Carolina, where the climate is healthy, 
provifions plentiful and cheap, and every thing ne- 
ceflary for the purpofe procured with the greateft 
facility. “The Carolinians. have not neglected thefe 
advantages, andif they goon with the fame fpi- 
rit, and attend diligently to the quality of their 
goods, they muft, of courfe, fupply the whole 
world with this commodity, and make their coun- 
try the richeft, as ir is already the moft fertile, 
part of the Britifh dominions, 

Great quantities of turpentine, tar, and niteh, 
are made in North-Carolina:: ‘all are the produce of 
the pine tree. Turpentine is drawn from incifions 
made in the tree, from as great a height as a man 
ean reach, with an hatchet, which meet at the bot- 
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tom of the tree in a point, from whence the turpen- 
tine runs into a veflel, placed to receive it: this is 
the whole procefs. Tar requiresa more confidera- 
ble apparatus, and great trouble: a circular floor 
of clay, declining a little towards the center, is ne« 
ceffary, from which a pipe of wood is laid, theupper 
part of which is even with the floor, and reaches ten © 
feet without the circumference; under the end 
the earth is dug away, and barrels are placed to re-_ 
ceive the tar. Upon this floor is built up a large 
pile of pine wood, fplit in pieces, and furrounded 
with a wall of earth, a {mall aperture being left 
at the top, where the fire is firft kindled. When 
the fire begins to burn, this opening is likewife 
covered, to prevent the fire from flaming out, and 
to leave only fufficient heat to force the tar down- 
wards to the floor. The heat is tempered at plea- 
fure, by running a ftick into the earthen wall, and 
thus admitting air. Pitch is made by boiling tar 
in large iron kettles, fet in furnaces, or burning it 
in round clay holes, made in the earth. 

The import-trade of the Carolinas from Great- 
Britain and the Weft-India ifiands is very large, and 
in every refpect the fame with that of the other colo- 
nies. Their trade with the Indians is likewife in a 
very flourifhing ftate. The nature and prodigious 
increafe of the exports of South-Carolina may be dif- 
cerned from the following comparative view, which 
fhews what great improvements this colony has made 
in afew years ; indeed, from its natural advantages, 
there is fcarce any improvement of which this ex- 
cellent province is not capable, if properly managed. 

Ex- 


28 BRITISH EMPIRE 


Exported from CHARLES Town. 


In 1731. 
Rice, 41,957 barrels. 
Indigo, : 
Deer-fkins, 300. hogfheads. 
Pitch, — 10,750 barrels, 
Yar, 2,063 ditto. 


Turpentine, 759 ditto. 
Beef, pork, &c. not particularized. 


In 1754. 

Rice, 104,082 barrels. 

Indigo, 216,924 pounds, 

Deer-{kins, 460 hogfheads. 
114 bundles, 
508  loofe. 

Pitch, 5,869 | barrels. 

Tar, | 2,945 ditto. 

Turpentine, 759 ditto. 

Beef, 416 ditto, 

Pork, 1,560 ditto. 

Indian corn, 16,428 buthels. 

Peafe, , 9,162 ditto. 

‘Tanned leather, 4,196 barrels. 

Hides in the hair, 1,200 

Shingles, I,114,000 

Staves, 206,000 

Lumber,. 395,000 feet. 


Befides a great many live cattle, horfes, cedar, cy- 
prefs, and walnut plank, bees-wax, myrtle, and 
fome raw filk and cotton. 

North- 
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North-Carolina, reputed one of the leaft fiou- 
rifhing of our colonies, certainly lay under great 
difficulties ; but is much improved within a few 
years. The confequence of this inferior province 
appears, by the following view of its exports, 
which is fufficient!y exact to enable the reader to 
form a proper idea of the ftate of its commerce. 


Exported from allthe Ports of Nor: TH: -CAR OLINA, 


In “195%. : 
Tar, 61,528 barrels, 
Pitch, 12,055 ditto. 
Turpentine, , 10,429 ditto. 
Staves, | 762,320 in number, 
Shingles, 2,500,C00 innumber, 
Lumber, 2,600,644 © feet. ) 
“Corn, | 61,580 buthels 
Peafe, 10,000 — ditto. 
Pork and beef, 7 3,300 barrels, 
Tobacco, about 100 hogfheads, 
Tanned leather, about T,000 cwt. 
Deer-fkins, 30,000 te 


Befides a very confiderable quantity of wheat, 
rice, bread, potatoes, bees-wax, tallow, candles, 
bacon, hogs-lard, fome cotton, and’a vaft deal of 
f{quared walnut and cedar timber, hoops, and 
headings of all forts. 


Some indigo alfo is raifed ; but the quantity 
cannot be afcertained, as it is all ‘exported from 
South-Carolina. A much greater quantity of to- 
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bacco than has been mentioned is alfo raifed in this 
province ; but being produced on the frontiers of 
Virginia, is chiefly exported from thence. This 
_ province exports too, a confiderable quantity of 
beaver, racoon, otter, fox, mynx, and wild cats 
fkins, and in every fhip a good many live cattle, 
befides what are fold in Virginia. 

Both the Carolinas have made frequent, but not 
fufficiently continued, efforts towards the cultiva- 
tion of cotton and filk. The excellent quality of 
their produce of this kind affords great encourage- 
ment to proceed in a project, which has not been 
profecuted with that zeal which its importance cer- 
tainly deferves, confidering how well the climate is 
fuited to thefe valuable productions. Silk indeed re- 
quires more trouble, anda clofer attention, thaneven 
indigo; nor willa premium alone fuffice to fet on 
foot, with vigour, a manufacture in any country 
where the price of manual labour is dear ; 4 cir- 
cumftance which muft long be an impediment to 
the growth of raw filk in Carolina, (though no 
part of the world is fitter for the bufinefs, and none 
could be fo advantageous to England) unlefs fome 
well contrived, and vigoroufly executed fcheme be 
fet on foot for that purpofe ; a matter worthy the 

moft ferious confideration of the Britifh legifla- 
ture. 
The paper-currency of South-Carolina amount- 
ed, fome years ago, to two hundred and fifty thou- 
fand pounds fterling, and that of North-Carolina 
to fifty-two thoufand pounds, A very inconfide- 
rable 
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table quantity of Englifh money circulates in ei- 
ther province; the current cath confifting almoft 
wholly of Spanifh dollars and piftoles. 


SAITHAIRITIILTNITIS STATI OOK, 


Soy atl de iden Aon iidincg dts 


- HE tract of land lying between the Savannak 
river and the river Alatamaha, which un- 
doubtedly belonged to England, lying wafte and 
unfettled, a {cheme was formed for rendering it a 
barrier, to protect our fouthern colonies againft 
the Spaniards and Indians. The government alfo 
had in view to raife wine, oil, and filk; and to 
turn the induftry of thefe new colonifts from the 
timber and provifion trade, which the other co- 
lonies had gone into too largely, to channels 
more advantageous to the public, 

Accordingly, the whole country which lies be- 
tween the rivers Savannah and Alatamaha, north 
and fouth, and from the Atlantic ocean on the eaft, 
to the Great South Sea on the weft, was, on the gth 
of June 1732, vefted in truftees for twenty-one 
years, at the expiration of which period, the pro- 
perty, in chief, was to revert tothe crown. This 
country extends about fixty miles from north to — 
fouth, near the fea; but, in the inland parts, 
widens to above one hundred and fifty ; from the 
alc fea 
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fea to the Apalachian mountains, the diftance is 
near three hundred miles. 
The truftees being empowered to colleét bene-’ 
- faGtions for fitting out colonifts, and fupporting 
them till their houfes could be built and their lands 
cleared, not only received large contributions for 
this purpofe from the bank of England, the nobili- 
ty, gentry, &c. but the parliament alfo granted 
them ten thoufand pounds. Thefe liberalities ena- 
bled them to fupply with working tools, ftores, and 
{mall arms, above one hundred: poor labouring 
people, who offered themfelves by the beginning 
of November following, and were immediately fent 
over, under the care of Mr. Oglethorpe, one of the 
truftees, who ,generoufly beftowed his own time 
and pains, without the leaft reward, for the advance- 
ment of the fettlement. The new fettlers arrived, 
in good health, at Charles Town, the 15th of Janu- 
ary, 1733, where they were received by governor 
Johnfon, and the Carolinians in general, with great 
marks of affection and humanity, and were prefented 
by the affembly with an hundred breeding cattle, 
twenty five hogs, and twenty barrels of rice ; and 
being furnifhed with a party of horfe-rangers and 
{cout-boats, foon reached the river Savannah fafe- 
ly, about ten miles up which river Mr, Ogle- 
thorpe-fixed upon a fpot for founding their new 
town, which he named, after the river, Savannah, 
originally inhabited by a nation called Yama- 
craw, of which Tomo Chichi was chief. The fitu- 
ation of the town was pleafant and healthful ; and 
the 
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the new fettlers being generoufly affifted by the Ca- 
rolinians, not only with their purfes but their la- 
bour, in raifing Savannah, great numbers of pines 
were foon cut down, and the land cleared, and fown 
with wheat. | 

The truftees reflecting, that many of our colo- 
nies, efpecially South- Carlitz: had been much en- 
dangered, both internally andexternall y> by {uflering 
the negroes to exceed the whites fo greatly in num- 
ber, thought an error of this kind inexcufable in a 
colony which was not only to defend itfelf, but in. 
tended to be a barrier to the others ; and therefore 
prohibited the importation of negroes into Georgia, 
that the planters might be inured to an habit of j in- 7 
duftry. Befides, the intrOqucton of negroes fo neara 
Spanifh garrifon, would have facilitated the defer- 
tion of the Carolinian negroes to St. Auguftine, 
In the next place, obferving what great mifchiefs 
arofe in other fettlements from en grants of. 
land, which the grantees either jobbed out again, 
to the siconrawenent of fettlers, or, what was 
worfe, fuffered to lie uncultivated; to avgid this 
mifchief, and prevent the people from becoming 
wealthy, which, in their opinion, was incenfiftent 
with the military plan upon which this colo. 
ny was founded, they refolved, in laying out their 
towns, to aflign but twenty-five acres to each inha- 
bitant ; and none could come to poffefs more than 
five hundred, by any means, according to the origi- 
nal fcheme. Neither were thefe ke granted i in 
fee-fimple, or to the heirs-general of the fettlers, bus 


were 
3 


304 BRITISH EMPIRE 


were inheritable only by their male iffue. The im- 
portation of rum was alfo prohibited, to prevent the 
great diforders which were obferved to happen in 
other colonies, from the abufe of fpirituous liquors. 
The Lower Creek nation, confifting of eight con- 
federated tribes, hearing of this new colony, fent a 
numerous deputation, compofed of their kings and 
warriors, to treat of an alliance withit. Mr. Ogie- 
thorpe gave them audience in one of the new 
houfes ; and at this meeting they gave fufficient 
proof, that they were far from being fo ignorant 
of their natural rights as fome Europeans imagine. 
Oueekachumpa, in the name of the Lower Creek 
nation, claimed all the lands from the river Savan- 
nah as far as St. Auguftine, and up Flint river; 
which falls into the Bay of Mexico. He then ac- 
knowledged the fuperiority of the Englifh; and 
faid, that the great power, whofe immenfity he en- 
deavoured to exprefs by extending his hands and 
lengthening his words, had fent the Englifh thither 
for the good of his nation ; and that therefore they 
were welcome to all the land which they did not ufe 
- themfelves. He confirmed this fpeech by laying 
| eight buck-fkins, the beft things, he faid, his na- 
tion had to beftow, before Mr. Oglethorpe ; and | 
thanked him for his kindnefs to Tomo Chichi, 
who, with fome of his friends, had been banifhed 
from his own nation, but, for his valour and wif- 
dom, had been chofen king by the Yamacraws, and 
had been relieved by the “Enalifh. As foon as he 
had done fpeaking, Tomo nck: entered, and re- 
turned 
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turned thanks in perfon for the favours he had 
received. The articles of agreement were then 
drawn up, and figned ; which contained, as ufual, 
{tipulations for liberty of trade, reparations of in 
_ juries, and that the Englith fhould poffefs all the 
Jands not ufed by them, though, at the laying 
out every town, a certain portion fhould be allot- 
ted for their ufe; and that all runaway negroes 
fhould be reftored to the Englifh, who agreed 
to pay a ftipulated reward for each negroe. After 
having kindly entertained them, Mr. Oglethorpe 
pre(énted each of the kings with’a eed coat, a 
laced hat, and a fhirt ; each of their chiefs with a_ 
gun; and their attendants with a duffil blanket, 
and fome other trifling things; and then difmiffed 
them, highly GisGed: with ‘helt treatment. 

Soon after the conclufion of this treaty, Mr. 
Oglethorpe returned to Charles Town, in order to 
embark for England, During his. abfeace, the 
fame of the new colony taaeed: the Natchez, who 
likewife made an alliance with the inhabitants of 
Georgia. Inthe middle of May a fhip arrived at 
Savannah with paffengers and ftores, the captain of 
which received the reward that had been promifed 
for the firft fhip that fhould beunloaded at that town, 
and foon after. anotber arrived wich fifty families ; 
fo that the whole of this embarkation amounted to 
fix hundred and eighteen, including women and 
children: and in March, 1734, from the general 
{tate of the truftees accounts, it appeared, that they 
had received towards fettling the province, fourteen 
thoufand eight hundred aoa twenty-two pounds, 
WoL di eae | twelve 
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twelve fhillings, and three-pence; and expended 
eight thoufand two hundred and two pounds, fix- 
teen fhillings, and fixpence. 

In 1734, Mr. Oglethorpe arrived in England, 
and brought with him Tomo Chichi, his wife Le- 
nawki, his fon Tooanahowl, a war captain, and five 
chiefs of the Creek nation, with their interpreter, who 
were introduced to his majefty at Kenfington, by 
whom they were received gracioufly ; and Tomo 
Chichi, prefenting him with fome eagle’s feathers, 
made the following fpeech, which we infert as a fur- 
ther fpecimen of the Creek eloquence: “* This day 
I behold the majefty of your face, the greatnefs of 
your houfe, and the numbers of your people. J 
am come for the good of the whole nation called 
the Creeks, to renew the peace they made long ago 
with the Englifh, I am come over, in my old 
days, though I cannot live to fee any advantage to 
myfelf: I am come for the good of the children of 
all the nations of the Upper and Lower Creeks, 
that they may be inftructed in the knowledge of 
the Englifh. Thefe are the feathers of the eagle, 
the fwifteft of birds, and who flies all round our 
nations: thefe feathers are, in our land, a fign of 
peace ; and we have brought them over to leave 
them with you, O great king, as a fign of everlaft- 
ing peace. Great king! whatfoever words you 
fhall fpeak unto me, | will tell them faithfully unto 
all the kings of the Creek nation.” | 

During their refidence in England, the govern- 
ment omitted nothing that feemed capable of 
ftriking them with the moft awful ideas of the 

Enelith. 
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Enelifh power and magnificence; but from expe- 
rience we find, that the Indians are but flightly im- 
preffed with any ideas that are not familiar to them. 
However, Tomo Chichi gave uncommon proofs 
of his fagacity ; and pointed out many particulars 
of great fervice to the Englifh; as weil as the In- 
dians. He requefted, that the weights, meafures, 
prices, and qualities of the Englith goods, might 
be fettled; and, to prevent impofitions, that there 
fhould be but one ftorehouie in every Indian town ; 
which propofals the truftees thought fo reafonable, . 
that they were immediately ratified, after having 
been referred to the board of trade for their ee 
bation. 

On the 30th of Odtober, 1734, Tomo Chichi, 
and his chiefs, with their attendants, embarked at 
Gravefend for their own country, having had an 
allowance, during their réfidence here, of twent 
pounds a week, of which they fpent but little, be- 
ing generally invited every day to the tables of per- 
fons of the higheft diftinction. Befides this allow- 
ance, they received prefents to a very confiderable 
value upon their departure. The fhip in which 
they took their paflage, carried over likewife anums 
ber of German proteftants from Saltzburg, who, 
with others of their countrymen who afterwards 
arrived, were fettled at a {pot on the Savannah, 
where they built a town, called Ebenezer, which, 
by their induftry and fobriety, foon became a con- 
fiderable fettlement. About this time, the colony 
was alarmed with a report, that the Spaniards in- 

Bae tended 
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tended to attack it. Tomo Chichi profeffed a 
great defire to oppofe the enemy in perfon’; but 
his affairs not permitting him, fent three of his 
chiefs.. The rumour proving groundlefs, the 
planters of Georgia made a furprizing progrefs 
in clearing their lands; and the Englifh parliament 
granted them twenty-fix thoufand pounds, which, 
with very confiderable private donations, was ex- 
pended upon {trengthening their fouthern frontier. 
For this. fervice, the truftees pitched upon the 
Scotch Highlanders, one hundred and fixty of 
whom, all able men, were fent over in 1735, and 
fettled upon Alatamaha river, fixteen miles, by 
water, from the ifland of St. Simon, where they 
built a fort, mounted with four pieces of cannon, 
which they named Darien, and a {mall town, called 
New Invernefs. In February, 1736, Mr. Ogle- 
thorpe arrived at Savannah, with about three hun- 
dred more fettlers; forty-feven of whom being 
Englifh, were fettled on the ifland of St. Simon, 
which was ceded to the Englifh, together with all 
the adjacent iflands, by the Creek Indians ; the re- 
mainder built another town, called Frederica. Mr. 
Oglethorpe, in this voyage, forwarded the raifing 
the beacon of Tybee, and the building of a church, 
erected a wharf for landing goods, and provided 
men for cleaning the roads and compleating the 

fortifications. | 
In September, the fame year, it was ftipulated 
between Mr. Oglethorpe and the governor of St. 
Auguftine, that the Englifh fhould evacuate the 
fort 
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fort built upon the ifland of St. Gece: forty miles 
north of St. Auguftine, near the influx of St. John’s 
river; but that this evacuation fhould not injure 
his Britannic majefty’s right to the faid ifland, or 
any other of his claims upon the American con- 
tinent. 

The inhabitants of Ebenezer, difliking its fitua- 
tion, earneft!y requefted to be fettled nearer the 
mouth of the river; and by their importunities, 
prevailed upon Mr. Oglethorpe, contrary to his 
cpinion, to mark out a town for them on the fpot 
they defired. He next turned his attention towards 
compleating Fort Frederica, upon the ifland of St. 
Simon, near the northern mouth of the river Ala- 
maha, which, with its outworks, forms a regular 
Square, with four baflions, furrounded by a ditch. 
Mr. Oglethorpe then accompanied the Indians to 
furvey their country, principally with a view to 
prevent them from attacking the Spaniards, with © 
whom England was then at peace. During this 
progrefs, he marked out another fort, on an ifland 
at the mouth of Jekeli’s found, which he named 
Cumberland ifland ; and alfo vifited another ifland, 
about fixteen miles long, which produced naturally 
wild oranges, myrtles, and vines, to which he gave 
the name of Amelia ifland. 

In 1737, the depredations daily committed by 
the Spaniards on the Englith by fea, threatening a 
war betwixt the two powers, the Britifh govern- 
ment, i confequence of advice from South-Caro- 
lina, that the Spaniards at St. Auguftine and the 

pe: Ha- 
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Havannah, were making preparations for attacking - 
the infant colony of Georgia, at the requeft of the 
truftees, fent thither a regiment of fix hundred 
“men; and, for their encouragement, granted each 
foldier five acres of land, for his own ufe and bene- 
fic during his continuance there, with permiffion 
to quit the fervice at the end of feven years, if de- 
‘fired, and 2 grant of twenty acres of land in the co- 
Jony. The parliament of England, this year, 
granting the colony a frefh aid of twenty thoufand 
_ pounds, enabled the truftees to fend over another 
embarkation of foreign proteftants. But it was 
now found by experience, that fome fundamental 
errors had been committed in the original conftitu- 
tion of the colony: the regulations concerning 
inheritance, negroes, fpirituous liquors, and f{mall- 
nefs of the grants, though well intended, and feem- 
ingly likely to bring about very excellent purpotes, 
appeared evidently made without fufficiently con- 
fulting the nature of the country, or the difpofition 
of the people. The tail-male grants were fo grie- 
‘vous, as ina new colony, land muft be for fome 
time at leaft, the only wealth of the family, that the 
“trufees foon corrected thaterror. The climate be- 
ing exceffively hot, and field-work very laborious, 
as in a new colony, the ground muft be cleared, 
tilled, and fowed, with vaft and inceffant toil, for a 
bare fubfiftence, the burthen was too heavy for white 

men, who had not been feafoned to the country. 
It is true, all the Englifh colonies on the continent 
were originally fettled without the help of DEO 
; the 
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the whites were obliged to labour; they under- 
went it becaufe no other means prefented. But it is’ 
not the nature of man to fubmit to extraordinary 
hardfhips in one f{pot, when they fee theirneighbours 
on another, without any difference in the circum- 
{tances of things, in a much more eafy condition. 
Befides, no methods were taken to animate them in 
the hardfhips they underwent: the prohibition of 
rum, though fpecious in appearance, had a very 
bad effect ; the waters in this unfettled country, 
running through fuch an extent of foreft, were un- 
wholefome, and wanted the corrective of a little 
fpirit, as the fettlers themfelves wanted fomething to 
fupport their ftrength, in the exceffive heat of he 
climate ; befides, its dampnefs, in feveral places, 
difpofed them to agues and fevers. This prohibi- 
tion alfo deprived them of the only vent they had 
for their only marketable commodities, lumber and 
corn, which could fell no where but in the Sugar 
Iflands, from which, with this reftriction of negroes 
and rum, they could take very little in return. A_ 
levelling fcheme, in a new colony, is extremely un-_ 
advifeable: men are feldom induced to leave their 
native country but on fome extraordinary profpects: 
there ought always to be fomething of a vaftnefs in 
the view  prefented to them, to itrike the imagina- 
tion powerfully ; becaufe men never reafon well 
enough to fee, that the majority of mankind are 
not endued with difpofitions proper to make a for- 
tune any where, be the propofed advantages ever 
fo great. The majority of mankind mutt always 

xX 4 th aie 


312 BRITISH EMPIRE 


_ be indigent ; but in a new fettlement they muft all 
be fo, unlefs there are fome perfons on fuch a com- 
fortable and fubftantial footing, as to give direction 
and vigour to the induftry of the reft. People of 
fabfanee found themfelves difcouraged from at- 
tempting a fettlement, by the narrow bounds, 
which no induftry could enable them to pafs ; and 
the defign of confirming the inheritance to the male 
line was an ba aibaa difcouragement : befides, 
the grant, fmall as it was, after a hott free tenure, 
was clogged with a much greater quit-rent than js 
paid i in our beft and longeft fettled colonies. In- 
deed, through the whole manner of granting land, 
there appeared a low attention to the trifling profits 
that might be derived to the truftees, or the crown, 
by rents or efcheats, which clogged the deliberate 
{cheme at firft laid down, and was in itfelf ex- 
tremely injudicious. In a flourifhing colony, with 
extenfive fettlements, the crown receives a large re~ 
venue from the fmalleft quit-rents; but, in an 
ill-fettled province, the greateft quit-rents make 
but a poor return, yet burthen and impoverith the 

people. 7 3 
~ Thefe, and feveral other inconveniences in the 
plan of fettlement, raifed a general difcontent: the 
fettlers, finding themfelves not upon a par with the 
other colonies, quarrelled with each other, and with 
their magiftrates, complained, remonftrated, and 
meeting with no fatisfadlion, many of them quit- 
ted Georgia, and fettled in the other colonies, 
where they deemed the encouragement better; fo 
that, 
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that, of above two thoufand people, who had been 
fent from Europe in alittle time, not above feven 
hundred remained in Georgia. The mifchief grew 
worfe and worfe every day, till the government re- 
voked the charter, took the province into its own 
hands, annulled all the particular regulations that 
had been made, and left the province exactly on 
the fame footing with Carolina. 

Though this ftep has probably faved the colony 
from ruin; yet, perhaps, it was wrong to neglect 
entirely the firft views upon which it was founded, 

which were undoubtedly judicious ; and if the me. 
Hiods’ taken to effect them were not fo well dire&- 
ed, it was no argument againft the views them- 
felves, but a reafon for fome change in the means 
ufed to execute them. Nothing wants a regula- 
tion more than the dangerous inequality between 
the number of negroes and whites, in fuch Eng- 
lifh provinces where negroes are allowed. In 
Georgia, the firft error of abfolutely prohibiting 
negroes might have been turned to good account ; 
for the ferttlers would have received Eke permiffion 
to employ them, under whatever reftrictions, as an 
indulgence ; and by executing whatever regulations 
were atic in this point with ririgtnels, by i deprees, 
we might have feen a province fit to anfwer all the 
purpofes of defenceandcommercetoo; whereasthey 
are permitted to ufe fuch a latitude in this refpect, 
Georgia, inftead of being a defence to Carolina, 
ftands in need of a confiderable force to defend 
itfelf. | | 
tor in 
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In 1740, Mr. Oglethorpe made a progrefs of 
five hundred miles from Frederica fort 5 and at the 
town of Coweta held a conference with the depu- 
ties of that town, and likewife with thofe of the 
Chactaws and Chickefaws, Indian nations refiding 
between the Englifh and French fettlements, who 
confirmed the grant they had already made of all 
the lands upon the Savannah river, as far as the ri- 
ver Ogeeche ; and all the lands along the fea-coafts, 
as far.as St. John’s river, as high as the tide 
flows; and all the iflands as far as that river, 
particularly, the iflands of Frederica, Cumberland, 

‘and Amelia; referving to the Creek nation, all the 
lands from Pipe-makers-biuff to Savannah, and the 
iflands of St. Catharine, Offebaw, and Sappolo ; de- 
claring, that al] the territory from Savannah river 
to St. John’s river, and all the lands between them, 
and from St. John’s river to the Bay of Apalachia, 
and from thence to the mountains, was, by antient 
right, the property of the Creek nation, who had 
maintained poffeffion of it againft all oppofers, and 
could fhew the heaps of the bones of their enemies, 
by them flain in defence of their lands. 

Upon the breaking out of the war between Eng- 
Jand and Spain in 1739, Georgia became one of the 
chief objects againft which the Spaniards directed 
their hoftilities. Accordingly, in 1742, they in- 
vaded Georgia from Sc. Auguftine, with near 
fix thoufand men, including Indians ; but were 
repulfed by general Oglethorpe, affifted by a {mall 
number of Indians, headed by Tomo Chichi’s fon. 

From 
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From this period the colony drooped and languith- 
ed, till Mr. Ellis was appointed governor, under 
whofe adminiftration it again revived ; to whom 
his majefly, upon his removal to another go- . 
vernment, made a handfome prefent, as a mark 
of his approbation of the judicious meafures he 
purfued for the good of the colony during his ad- 
miniftration. James Wright, Efq; is the prefent 
governor. fecahy | 


Cuimate, and Natura History of Georcria, 


The face of the country refemble: Carolina, of 
which it originally was a part, and though intenfely 
hot in fummer, is, in general, a rich and delicious 
country, its productions varying, indeed, according 
to the different parts of the colony ; but in general 
the foil produces rice, indico, cotton, Indian corn, 
wheat, oats and barley, potatoes, pompions, me- 
lons, cucumbers, peafe, beans, and fallading of all 
kinds, throughout the whole year. Nectarines, 
plumbs, and peaches grow naturally, in great 
abundance, and by cultivation might be rendered 
equal, if not fuperior, to thofe of Europe. Grapes 
grow wild, and ripen in June. Apple and pear’ 
trees, and apricot trees thrive well. The white 
and black mulberry trees, which are met with ia 
the greateit plenty, afford excellent nourifhment for 
worms, the propagation of which was one of the 
principal inducements for fettling the colony. 
Orange and olive trees arrive at the greateft per- 

fection, 
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fection, efpecially in the fouthern parts of Georgia. 
‘The chief timber trees are oaks, of fix or feven {pe- 
cies, pines, hickery, cedar, cyprefs, walnut, fafla- 
fras, beech, and various other trees, unknown to 
Europeans, befides a great varietyof flowering fhrubs. 

This province produces variety of game, from 
the beginning of November to March; fuch as, 
‘a {mall kind of woodcocks and partridges, large 
wild turkies, turtle-doves, wild geefe, ducks, teals, 
and widgeons, with immenfe quantities of wild 
pigeons, and other birds peculiar to the country. 
During the fummer, the inhabitants kill deer and 
fummer-ducks. Tygers, bears, and the opoflum — 
are common here ; and the woods abound with 
cattle, wolves, racoons, and fnakes ; but none are 
venomous, except the rattle-fnake. The rivers are 
full of alligators and fharks; but the coafts are 
plentifully ftored with trout, mullet, whitings, anda 
prodigious variety of other fifh. Oy/fters are found 
in great plenty, though not fo well flavoured as 
thofe of England ; as alfo clams, mufcles, and very 
large prawns. 


~ Trave and PoputarTion. 


~Georgia has two towns already known in trade ; 
Savannah, the capital, which ftands very well for 
traffic, about ten miles from the fea, upon a large 
river of the fame name, navigable for Jarge boats 
two hundred miles farther, to the fecond town, Au- 
eufta, which ftands upon a moft fertile fpot, and is 

fo 
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fo commodioufly fituated for the Indian trade, 
that, from the firft eftablifhment of the colony, 
it has been in a flourifhing ftate, and very early 
maintained fix hundred inhabitants in that trade 
alone. The bordering Indian nations are, the Up- 
per and Lower Creeks, the Chickefaws, and the 
Cherokees; fome of the moft powerful tribes of 
America. The trade of fkins with this people 
is the largeft we have, comprehending that of 
Georgia, the two Carolinas, and Virginia. We 
deal with them a little for furs alfo, but chey are 
of an inferior fort; all animals that bear the fur, 
by a wife providence, having it more thick, and 
of a fofter and finer fort, in proportion as they are 
found more tothe north ; the greater the cold, phe 
better they are clad. 

As for the fcheme of vines and filk, we were ex- 
tremely eager in this refpect, at firft; and, in 
1739, a fpecimen of Georgian filk was fent to 
London, and declared, by two very eminent mer- 
chants who dealt in that commodity, to be as good 
as any raw filk that came from Italy. But at the 
firft fettlement, fuch a defign was impracticable ; 
becaufe a few people, Guled in an uncultivated 
country, muft provide every thing for the fupport 
of life, before they can think of manufactures ; 
and muft grow numerous enough to fpare a multi- 
tude of hands from that moft neceffary employ- 
ment, before they can fend fuch things either cheap, 
orin plenty to marker. But now, though the 
province is grown more populous, and longer 
fettled, little is faid of either of thefe articles. 

‘The 
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The misfortune is, though no people originally 
conceive things better than the Eneglifh do, we 
want the unremitting perfeverance neceffary to 
bring defigns of confequence to perfection. 

At prefent Georgia is beginning to emerge, 
though flowly, out of the difficulties that attended 
irs firft eftablifhment ; being ftill but indifferently 
peopled, though now fettled above thirty-fix years. 
None of our other colonies were of fo flow a 
- growth, though none had fo much the attention of 
the government, or of the people in general, or 
raifed fo great expectations in the beginning. The 
province exports fome corn and iumber to the 
Wett-Indies, raifes fome rice, and, of late, has cul- 


aivted indigo with fuccefs, Its imports from the’ 


mother-country are much the fame as. the other 
colonies. 
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FE" HE country round Georgia, between that 
and the river Mififfippi, an extent of about 

fix hundred miles, ftill retains the name of Flori- 
da; tho’ divided, fince its ceffion to England, into 
two diftincét provinces, viz. Eaft and Weft Florida. 
England has had an undoubted right to this coun- 
try ever ftnce the reign of Henry VII. by whofe 
commifhion Sebaftian Cabot, in 1496, difcovered all 
this coaft, from north lat. 28 to 50, fixteen years 
before 
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before it had-been vifited by any Europeans. Then, 
indeed, the fouthern part of this continent, to- 
wards the Straits of Bahama, was vifited by the 
Spaniards, under Juan Ponce de Leon, in 1512; 
as it was, ten years alter, by Vafquez Aillon; in 
1527, by Pamphilo Navarez ; and, in 1539, by 
Ferdinando Soto: but their cruelties fo exafpe- 
rated the natives, that they expelled them all, one 
after another ; nor did they leave a Spaniard in all 
Florida. 

Florida remained entirely neglected by Eu- 
fope, until the reign of Charles IX. king of 
France, when the tclélicated leader of the Pact. 
ants in that kingdom, admiral Chatillon, who 
was aman of too comprehenfive views not to fee 
the advantages of a fettlement in America, pro- 
cured twov reffels to be fitted out for difcoveries upon 
that coaft, in 1462; probably, with a view to retire 
thither with thofe of his perfuafion, if the fuccefs, 
which hitherto fuited fo ill with his great courage 
and conduct, fhould at laft entirely deftroy his 
caufein France. Thefe ener! in two months,, ar- 
rived upon the coaft of America, near the river 
now called Albemarle, in the province of North- 
Carolina. The French gave the Indians to under- 
ftand, in the beft manner they were able, that they 
were enemies to the Spaniards, which fecured them 
a friendly reception, and the good offices of the in- 
habitants. They were, however, in no condition 
to make any fettlement. 

On their return to France, the admiral, at this 
tite, by the abominable policy of the court, ap- 

I parently 


320 BRITISH EMPIRE 


parently in great favour, was7fo well fatished with 
the account they had given of the country, that, in 
1564, he fitted out five or fix fhips, with as many 
hundred men aboard, to begin acolony there. ‘I his 
was accordingly done at the place of their landing 
in the firft expedition, where they built a fort about 
two miles up the river May, now called St. John’s, 
which they named Fort Caroline. The Spaniards, in 
1565, difpatched a confiderable force to attack this 
colony, under Don Pedro Menendez de Avilez, who 
erected Fort St. Auguftine, and once more took pof- 
feffion of this country for Spain. Not fatisfied with 
reducing Fort Caroline, he put all the people to the 
fword, after quarter given, changed the name of the 
fort to that of St. Matheo, on whofe day he became 
mafter of it, and, committing great outrages upon 
the natives, paved the way for the vengeance which 
foon after fell upon them, for fuch an unneceflary 
and unprovoked act of cruelty. For, though the 

admiral and his party were by this time deftroyed 
inthe infamous maffacre of St. Bartholomew, and 
though the defign of a colony died with him, one 
M. de Gorgues, a private gentleman, fitted out 
fome fhips, which failed from that coaft purely to 
revenge the murder of his countrymen and his 
friends. The Indians greedily embraced the op- 
portunity of becoming affociates in the punifh- 
ment of the common enemy, joined in the fiege of 
two or three forts the Spaniards had built there, 
tock them, and in all put the garrifon to the 
fword, without mercy. 


and 
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Satisfied with this aGtion, the adventurers re- 
turned; and, happily for us, the French court did 
not underitand, blinded as they were by their bi- 
gotry, the advantages which might have been de- 
rived from giving America to their Proteftant 
fubjects as a place of refuge. 

The conftant wars between the Spaniards and 
’ Creek Indians, greatly prevented their enlarging 
their fettlements here; tho’ by the evacuation of De 
Gorgues, they had for fome years no European com- 
petitors in Florida. They fortified and improved, 
indeed, their new fettlement at St. Auguftine; but 
as to St. Matheo, it was fuffered to go to decay. 
In 1585, fome private adventurers in England 
fitted outa fleet of twenty fail of fhips and pinnaces, 
under the command of Sir Francis Drake and 
Martin Forbifher, who attacked Fort Matheo, now 
called Fort St. Juan, which being very weak, was 

abandoned by the Spaniards ; and Drake found in 

it fourteen pieces of brafs cannon, and about 
two thoufand pounds in cafh. This feems to be 
all the fruits of this expedition againft Florida ; 
and the Spaniards conftantly maintained their gar- 
rifon at St. Auguftine, (though feveral attempts 
were made to reduce it by the Carolinians, and af- 
terwards by general Oglethorpe) till the conclu- 
fion of the laft war, when the whole territory of 
Florida, including Louifiana, the town and ifland 
of New Orleans excepted, was ceded to the crown 
of Great-Britain by the treaty of Paris, in 1762. 


His Britannic majetty, wie fovereign of the foil, 
Vor. IL. x has 
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has the appointment of the governors in both the 
Floridas. 


EAST-FLORIDA. 


Eaft Florida, the moft fouthern colony upon the 
continent of Britifh America, hes between the 
25th and 31ft degrees of north latitude. 

By the king’s proclamation, dated the 7th of 
O€tober, 1763, tts boundaries were fixed, on the 
north, by the river St. Mary’s ; on the eaft, by the 
Atlantic Ocean, and the Gulph of Florida; and, 
on the weft, by the river Applachiselas and the. 
Gulph of Mexico. 

Its length, from north to fourth, is three hun- 
dred and fifty miles. Its breadth, from the mouth, 
of St. Mary’s river, its northern limits, to the river 
Apalachicola, is about two hundred and forty. At. 
the mouth of St. Juan’s river, forty miles fouth of 
St. Mary’s, where the peninfula begins, it is one 
hundred and eighty miles broad; and grows nar- 
rower from thence to the capes of Florida, where 
its breadth may be between thirty and forty miles. 
It contains, upon the neareft calculation, about 
twelve millions of acres, which is nearly as much 
-as Ireland. 

The fea-coaft of Eaft-Florida is a low flat coun- 
try, interfecled by a great number of rivers. 
The country continues flat for about forty miles 
from the coaft, and then grows a little hilly, and 
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in fore parts rocky. ‘The foil in general is a light 
fand. 

Florida differs materially from the reft of Ame- 
tica in this, that almoft all the continent befides is 
covered with a thick foreft ; whereas the trees in 
Florida are at a diftance from one another, and be- 
ing clear of under-wood, this country has more the 
appearance of an open grove than a foreft. 

In the interior parts the trees are larger, the 
grafs higher, and the cattle bigger, than towards 
the fea, efpecially in that part of the peninfula which 
lies betwixt the river St. Juan’s, and the fort of St. 
Mark d’Apalachie, which is about one hundred 
and fifty miles to the aorth-weft of this river. 

To take a view of the eaftefn fhore of Florida, 
beginning from the north, we meet the river St. 
Mary’s, lying in 30 deg. 47 min. latitude. Itisa 
mile broad at its mouth, where Amelia ifland is fi- 
tuated, has five fathom water upon the bar at low 
water, and is navigable above fixty miles, where it 
has three fathom water. It is the beft harbour from 
the capes of Virginia to thofe of Florida: it takes 
its rife out of the great fwamp*, called by the In- 
- dians Owa-qua-phe-no-gaw. The lands upon the 
banks of this river are the richeft in the northern 


* The word fwamp is peculiar to America: it there figni- 
fies a tract of land that is found and good, but by lying low is 
covered with water. All the foreft trees, pines excepted, thrive 
beft in the fwamps, where the foil is always rich, and when 
cleared and drained, is proper for the growth of rice, hemp, 
_andindigo, . 
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parts of the province; the abundance of cane- 
{wamps fufficiently fhews the fertility thereof. The 
beft trees, that grow in the {wamps on this river, 
are the live oak and cedar, very ufeful for fhip-build- 
ing ; their extraordinary fize is a ftrong mark of the 
goodnefs of the foil. 

St. Juan’s, now called St. John’s river, lies forty 
miles fouthward of St. Mary’s ; the tract of land 
between. them confifts of plains, covered with 
pines ; thefe plains are called in America, pine-bar- 
rens, or highlands, in contradiftinétion to the 
{wamps and lowlands. 

From St. John’s river fouthwards to St. Auguf- 
tine is forty-five miles: the country is much the 
fame as has been juft defcribed, but not quite fo 
cood, the fwamps being neither fo frequent nor fo 
large. 

The river St. John’s, the principal river of this 
province, in point of utility and beauty, is not 
inferior to any in America. The fource of this 
river, which 1s not exactly afcertained, is in all 
probability near the capes of Florida: it paffes 
through five lakes, the loweft of them is called 
by the Indians the Great Lake: it is twenty miles 
lone and fifteen broad, and has eight feet wa- 
ter; there are feveral iflands in it, and it is now 
called Lake George: this lake is one hundred 
and feventy miles from the mouth of the river. 
In going down from hence, the firft European ha- 
bitation is Mr, Spalding’s, an Indian trader’s ftore- 

I houfe : 
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houfe: fifteen miles lower is Mr. Rolle’s fettle- 
ment; the whole diftance fromthe lake to Mr. 

Rolle’s is forty-five miles, and the country between 
is the beft yet difcovered upon the river. Mr. Rolle’s 
plantation is well fituated on the eaftern banks, 
and is the moft confiderable upon this river, which 
is here very narrow: twenty-five miles from Mr. 
Rolle’s, downward, is Piccolata, a fmall fort, with 
a garrifon, The river is here three miles broad. 

The bar, at low water, is nine feet deep, its chan- 
nel up to Lake George is much deeper; the 
breadth is very unequal, from a quarter of a mile 
tothree miles. The tide rifes at the bar from five 
to eight feet, and two feet at Mr. Rolle’s, though 
one hundred and twenty-five miles from the fea. 
There are neither fhallows nor any rapidity in the 
river; the current, owing to the flatnefs of the 
country, is very gentle, and veffels may go up the 
river almoft as eafy as down, for two hundred 
miles ; there is perhaps no river in the world more 
commodious for navigation. 

Sr. Mark’s river takes its rife near the mouthof St. 
John’s river, runs from north to fouth, and parallel 
with the fea, till it empties itfelf into the harbour 
of St. Auguftine. From the flatnefs of the coun- 
try, there are many falt-marfhes on both fides of 
the river, almoft up to its fource : thefe marfhes 
may be eafily defended from the tides, and will 
make very proper lands, either for rice, indigo, or 
hemp. 
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We come now to the harbour of St, Auguftine, 
which would be one of the beft in America, were 
it not for its bar, which will not admit veffels of 
great burthen, as it has but eight feet water *. 
The bar is furrounded by breakers, that have a 
formidable appearance when you enter it; but is 
not fo dangerous as it appears, on account of the 
bar being very fhort: fince the government has 
appointed a good pilot, no veffels have been loft 
uponit. There is a road on the north fide of the 
bar, with good anchorage for fuch fhips as draw 
too much water to go into the harbour. 

- A neck of main land to the north, and a point 
of Anaftatia ifland to the fouth, form the entrance 
of the port. Oppofite to the entrance lies Fort St. 
Mark’s, fo called from the river it 1s fituated upon. 
This fort is a regular quadrangle, with four baftions, 
a ditch fifty feet wide, with a covert-way, place of 
arms, and a glacis: the entrance of the gate is de- 
fended by a raveline ; it is cafe-mated all round, 
and bomb-proof: the works are entirely of hewn 
ftone, and being finifhed according to the modern 
tafte of military architecture, it makes a very 
handfome appearance, and may be juftly deemed 
as pretty a fort as any in the king’s dominions, 


* It is neceflary to obferve, that the depth of the bars of the 
harbours on the eaftern fhore of Eaft-Florida cannot be exactly 
afcertained, as the tides there are chiefly regulated by the 
winds ; a {trong wefterly wind will make but fix feet, and an 
eafterly wind twelve feet water upon the bar of St. Auguftine, 
- at low water. 

es The 
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The town of St. Auguftine is fitwated near the 
glacis of the fort, on the weft fide of the harbour : 
it is an oblong fquare; the ftreets are regularly 
laid out, and interfeét each other at right angles ;. 
they are built narrow on purpofe to afford fhade. 
“The town is above half a mile in length, regularly 
fortified with baftions, half-baftions, and a ditch. 
Befides thefe works, it has another fort of fortifica- 
tion, very fingular, but well adapted againft the 
enemy the Spaniards had moft to fear. It confifts 
of feveral rows of palmetto-trees, planted very clofe 
along the ditch, up to the parapet; their pointed 
leaves are fo many cheveaux de frize, that make it 
entirely impenetrable; the two fouthern baftions 
are built of ftone. Inthe middle of the town is a 
fpacious fquare, called the Parade, open towards 
the harbour: at the bottom of this fquare is the 
- goyernor’s houfe, the apartments of which are {pa= 
cious and fuited to the climate, with high windows, 
a balcony in front, and galleries on both fides: to 
the back part of the houfe is joined a tower, called 
in America, a look-out, from which there is an ex- 
tenfive profpect towards the fea, as well as inland. 
There are two churches within the walls of the 
town ; the parifh-church, a plain building ; and 
another belonging to the convent of Francifcan 
ffiars, which is converted into barracks for the 
garrifon. The houfes are built of free-ftone, 
commonly two ftories high, two rooms upon a 
floor, shi large windows and balconies: before 
Y 4 the 
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the entry of moft of the houfes runs a portico of 
{tone arches ; the roofs are commonly flat. The 
Spaniards confulted conveniency more than tafte 
in their buildings. The number of houfes in — 
their time, in the town and within the lines, 
was above nine hundred :. many of them, efpecially 
in the fuburbs, being built of wood or palmetto 
leaves, are now goneto decay. The inhabitants 
of all.colours, whites, negroes, mulattoes, Indians, 
&c. at the evacuation of St. Auguftine, amounted 
to five thoufand feven hundred, the garrifon in- 
cluded, which confifted of two thoufand five hundred 
men, Half a mile from the town, tothe weft, is a 
Jine, with a broad ditch and baftions, running from 
St. Sebaftian’s creek to St. Mark’s river: a mile 
further is another fortified line, with fome redoubts, 
forming a fecond communication between a ftoc- 
cado fort upon St. Sebaftian’s river, and Fort Moza 
upon the river St. Mark’s. 

Within the firft line, near the town, was a finall 
fettlement of Germans, who had a church of their 
own. Upon St. Mark’s river, within the fame 
line, was alfo an Indian town, with a church built of 
free-ftone. The fteeple is of good workmanfhip 
and tafte, though built by the Indians. The lands 
belonging to this townfhip, the governor has given 
as glebe-land to the parifh-church. The land 
about St. Auguftine, in all appearance, is the 
worft in the province. . 

Oppofite to:the town of St, Auguftine lies the 
jfland of Anaftafia, hig ifland is about twenty- 
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miles in length, and divided from the main land by 
a narrow channel, called Matanza river, though in 
reality an arm of the fea. The foil here is but in- 
different : at prefent it is ufed for pafturage ; but 
_ having fome creeks and {wamps in feveral parts, 
may in time be cultivated to advantage, 

At the north end of this ifand is a watch-tower, 
or look-out, built of white ftone, which ferves alfo 
as aland mark for veffels at fea. At the approach 
of any veffels, fignals are made from this tower to 
the fort; afew foldiers do duty there on that ac- 
count. A quarry of whitifh {tone is found oppofite 
to St. Auguftine, of which the fort and houfes are 
built. Stone quarries are very rare in the fouthern 
parts of America, which makes this of Anaftafia 
the more valuable: the ftone is manifeftly a con- 
cretion of fmall fhells, petrified; it is foft under 
ground, but becomes very hard and durable by 
being expofed to the air. 

Going fouthwards from Auguttine, at the dif- 
tance of a mile and ahalf, we come to St. Sebaf- 
-gian’s creek. This ftream takes its rife five miles _ 
north of Auguttine, and, after making a {weep to 
the weft, empties itfelf into the fea at this place: 
near the mouths of this creek are extenfive falt- 
water marfhes, overflown at high tides, which may 
be eafily defended from the fea ; tiger inland are 
fine {wamps. 

We come next to Wood-cutters creek, which 
rifes fifteen miles north of Auguftine, and, after de~ 
feribing a femicircle to the weft, much like Sebaf- 
tian’s creek, but with a larger fweep, empties itfelf 

inte 


330 BRITISH EMPIRE 


into the fea fix miles below Auguftine: the lands 
upon this creek con of very “good fwamps and 
highlands. 

At the Matanzas, fifteen miles fouth of Wood- 
cutters creek, is a fmall fort, and harbour, fat for 
coafting veffels. The harbour is oppofite the 
fouth point of Anaftafia iland, where there is a fe- 
cond watch-tower. The foil between Wood-cut- 
ters creek and the Matanzas, is tolerably good, on 
account of feveral creeks and fwamps. 

From the Matanzas we come to Halifax river, 
which, like St. Mark’s above-mentioned, runs pa- 
tallel to the fea, and is feparated from it only by a 
fandy beach, in fome parts a mile, in others two 
miles broad. This beach, or bank, feems to be 
formed by the fands ; which, either by hurricanes 
or in acourfe of ages, have been wafhed up by the 
fea. The fource of this river, though certainly not 
very far from St. John’s river, is not as yet well 
afcertained: before it reaches Mofquito inlet, To- 
moko river falls into it. This river runs from weft 
to eaft; and from it to St. John’s is only four miles 
land-carriage. 

From the Matanzas to Mufquito inlet is forty 
miles. At this place, Hilfborough river, coming 
from the fouth, and Halifax river from the north, 
meet, and are both difcharged here into the fea : 
the bar of this harbour has eight feet at low water. 

About Mufquito inlet the country is low, and 
chiefly falt-marfh ; what highland there is, is co- 
vered with cabbage trees, papaw trees, and other 
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tropical plants, which fhew that Weft-India com- 
modities may be raifed here. The weftern banks 
of Halifax and Hillfborough rivers contain a great 
deal of excellent land; the many orange-groves, 
which denote former Spanith fettlements, and the 
frequent remains of Indian towns, fhews that they 
have been once well inhabited. We are as yet 
unacquainted with the fources of moft of the rivers 
in Eaft-Florida, and particularly that of Hillfbo- 
rough river: it is generally believed to have a 
communication with an Indian inlet, called by the 
_ Spaniards Rio Days, fixty miles to the fouth, where 
there is fuch another harbour as Mofquito, with 
eight feet water; it is faid to communicate with 
St. John’s river. | 

Between Indian River and the Capes of Florida, 
are feveral rivers and harbours; but they are not 
yet actually furveyed. : 

In Eaft-Florida there is indeed a change of the 
feafons, but it is a moderate one; in November 
and December many trees lofe their leaves, vege. 
tation goes on flowly, and the winter is perceived, 
The winters, however, are fo mild, that the tender. 
eft plants of the Weft-Indies, fuch as the plantain, 
the alligator pear-tree, the banana, the pine-apple 
or ananas, the fugar-eane, &c. almoft contftantly 
yemain unhurt. Fogs and dark gloomy wea- 
ther, are unknown in this country. At the 
equinoxes, efpecially the autumnal, the rains fall 
very heavy every day, betwixt eleven o’clock in 
ghe morning, and four in the afternoon, for fome 
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weeks together; when a fhower.1s over, the iky 
does not continue cloudy, but always clears up, 
and the fun appears again. The mildnefs of 
the feafons, and purity of the air, are _proba- 
bly the caufe of the healthinefs of this coun- 
try, which, the inhabitants of the Spanith fettle- 
ments in America confidered, with refpegt to its 
healthinefs, in the fame light that we do the fouth 
of France ; the Spaniards, from the Havannah and 
elfewhere, frequently reforting thither for the be- 
nefit of their health; and fince it came into the 
hands of Great-Britain, many gentlemen have ex- 
perienced the happy effects of its climate. 

By the beft accounts of the firft difcovery of Eaft- 
Florida, it appears to have been nearly as full of 
inhabitants as. Peru and Mex‘co; and thefe ac- 
counts are, in fome meafure, verified, by the fre- 
quent remains we difcover of Indian towns through- 
out the peninfula. The natives are defcribed to have 
been larger, and of a ftronger make than the Mex- 
ican Indians. : 

The peninfula of Florida is not broad, and as it 
lies betwixt two feas, the air is cooler, and oftener 
refrefhed with rains, than on the continent: the en~ 
tire abfence of the fun for eleven hours, makes the 
dews heavy, and gives the earth time to cool ; fo 
that the nights in fummer are lefs fultry here than 
in the north latitude, where the fun fhines upon the 
earth for feventeen or eighteen hours out of the 
twenty-four, The heat, which in South-Carolina 
and Georgia is fometimes intolerable for want of 
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wind, is alfo here mitigated, by a never-failing fea- 
breeze in the day-time, and a land-wind at night. 

In no one part of the Britith dominions is there 
found fo great a variety of trees, plants, and fhrubs, 
as in Eaft-Florida, where the productions of the 
northern and fouthern latitudes: feem to flourifh 
tocether. 

Without attempting to enumerate all the foreft- 
trees, I fhall only take notice of fuch as are moft 
ufeful, viz. the white and red pine, the fpruce fir, 
(different from that to the northward) the ever- 
ereen oak, the chefnut oak, the mahogany, red bay, 
walnut, hickery, black cherry, maple, ath, locuft, 
and logwood trees; the red and white mulberry 
tree, a which the forefts are full, and which grow 
to a larger fize than in any other part of ee 
fuftic aad braziletto, faflafras and balfam of Tolu 
trees, the magnolia, tulip-laurel, and tupelow-trees, 
fo beautiful in gardens. 

All the fruit trees (an indifferent fort of plumb, 
and a {mall black cherry, excepted) have been im- 
ported from Europe, and thrive exceeding well. 
A ftranger cannot help being ftruck with the lux- 
uriancy of the orange-tree ; it is larger in fize, and 
produces greater abundance, and Beteet flavoured 
fruit, than in Spain or Portugal: this tree is fo 
well adapted co the climate, hee it has f{pread itfelf 
every where. Lemons, limes, citrohs, pomegra- 
nates, figs, apricots, peaches, &c. grow here in 
high. perfection. ; 

The 
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The myrtle wax fhrub, the moft ufeful atid be- 
heficial of the fpontaneous growth of America, is 
found in all forts of foil, and in fuch plenty, in 
Eaft-Florida, that, were there hands enough to 
gather the berries, they could fupply all England 
with wax: the procefs of making it is very fim- 
ple; they bruife the berries, boil them in water, 
and {kim the wax off, which is naturally of a bright 
green colour, but may be bleached like bees-wax, 
and, on account of its hardnefs, is well adapted for 
candles in hot countries. Of the opuntia, or prick- 
Jy-pear, there are different {pecies in Eaft- Florida 5 
on one fort, with a fmooth leaf, the cochineal in- 
fe&t is found in incredible plenty : of the fruit of 
the other fpecies is made a vegetable cochineal, 
which may be ufed for ordinary purpofes inftead of 
the true cochineal. The fenna fhrub, farfaparilla, 
China-root, wild indigo, water and. mufk melons,. 
are alfo indigenous plants of Eaft-Florida. 

I cannot omit mentioning an herb of the growth 
of Eaft-Florida, of which, as yet, very little notice 
has been taken. This herb refembles entirely our 
famphire in England, and is called barilla or kali: 
it is the fame of which in Spain the pearl-afhes are 
made. The fea-coaft, marfhes, and low-lands, over- 
flown at high tides, are covered with it. 

Faft-Florida has a great plenty of all kinds of 
game common tothe climate. As to the domeftic 
animals, they are, in general, the fame that we have 
in Europe ; the horned cattle as big as in England, 
efpecially in the inland parts. 

It 
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_ It has alfo a great variety of birds; immenfe 
humbers migrate hither in winter, to avoid the 
cold of the northern latitudes. In the woods are 
plenty of wild turkies, better tafted, a3 well as 
larger, than our tame ones in England. The 
pheafant is in fize like the European; its plumage 
like that of our partridge. The American par- 
tridge is not much bigger than a quail, and feems 
to. be of that {fpecies. The wild pigeons, for three 
months in the year, are in fuch plenty here, that an 
account of them would feem incredible ; and all the 
different forts of water-fowls belonging to Ameri- 
ca, the {wan excepted, are found here in the greateft 
abundance. 

The rivers.of the fouthern provinces of North- 
America abound greatly with fifh, but thofe of 
Florida rather more than any other: thofe moftly 
made ufe of, are the bafs, mullet, different forts of 
rays, and flat-fifh, cat-fifh, fea-trout, and black- 
filh ; crabs, prawns, and fhiimps, of an extraor- 
dinary fize, oyfters, turtles, &c. 

If one confiders the extent of Eaft-Florida, and the 
fmall number of inhabitants it has had thefe fixty 
years, fince the native Indians were exterminated by 
the Creeks, one would be apt to think, it muft of 
courfe be over-run with venomous infeéts and rep- 
tiles: feveral writers who mention Florida, have taken 
it for granted to be fo. The fact is quite otherwife ; 
if we except the alligator, Eaft-Florida has fewer 
infects. than any other province in America. Mr. 
Rolle, who for eighteen months lived conftantly inthe 

woods, 
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woods, has feen but one rattle-fnake: for the hunt- 
ing parties of the Creek Indians, who are difperfed 
over the whole province, continually fet the grafs 
on fire, for the conveniency of hunting ; by which 
means not only the infects, but their eggs alfo, are 
dettroyed. 

There is an infect in Eaft-Florida, not known in 
other parts of America,. which is a large yellow 
fpider: the hind part of-his body is bigger than a 
pigeon’s ege, and the reft in proportion ; its webis 
a true yellow filk, fo {trong as to catch fmall birds, 
upon which it feeds: the bite of this fpider is at- 
tended with a {welling of the part, and great pain, 
but no danger of life. A great variety of lizards 
are found here; fome of them very beautiful, 
changing their colour, like the cameleon: they are 
quite harmlefs. 

From the climate, and the great variety of tro- 
pical as well as northern productions, that are na- 
tives of this country, there is reafon to expect, that 
cotton, rice, and indigo, not to mention fugar, will 
- grow here as well as in any part of the globe. 

The cotton fhrub is known to thrive beft in a 
light fandy foil, and in a climate that has frequent 
rains: the pine-barrens, and worft parts of Flori- 
da, as well as its climate, are therefore fit for this 
fhrub ; and Mr. Rolle has already planted it with 
fuccefs. The quantity imported from the Weft- 
Indies bears but a {mall proportion to the whole 
confumption ; and the Manchefter manufaétures 
are greatly cramped by the f{carcity of this commo- 

dity. 
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fmodity. A fmall bounty upon the growth of it in 
Florida, might be attended with good effect, and 
be a wife encouragement of an infant colony. 

With refpect to the cultivation of filk in Flo- 
tida, there is not the leaft doubt of the climate be- 
ing better adapted to the filk-worm than any coun- 
try in North-America. : 

In Carolina and Georgia, the worms are often in- 
jured by accidental frofts, and cold mornings ; in 
the fpring, efpecially if it is a late one, they are 
fometimes actually deftroyed, -and at others be- 
numbed and made fickly, for want of warmth: the 
fouthern fituation of Florida has almoft wholly ex- 
empted it from this difafter. 

In Georgia there is often a great deal of thunder 
and lightning in. the Spiatpfeaior, which is apt to 
affect and injure the flk-worm; whereas, in Flo- 
rida, where frequent fhowers refrefh the air, and 
the fea-breezes keep it in conflant agitation, the — 
thunder is neither fo common nor fo violent. 

The fugar-cane is not a native of the Weft-In- 
dies, nor will it grow there without art and cultiva- 
tion; and as both the foil and climate feem fit for 
fugar, one cannot reafonably doubt but the culti- 
vation of it in Florida will be attended with fuccefs; 
and if in fome refpects Florida be found inferior to 
the Weft-Indies, it has, in other refpects, per- 
haps, the advantage of them *. * 
| he 


- “ This rather feems a vifionary fcheme, as the foil of Eaft - 
Florida is in general fandy and poor, and the climate not al- 
ways exempt from frofts, (vide Dickenfon’s voyage to Florida, 

Vou. IL. Z p. 82 
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The ftock of a fugar-planter is not only pro- 
cured, but fupported at a vaft expence: the excef- 
five price of labour in the Weft-Indies, arifing 
from the unhealthinefs of the climate, and the 
dearnefs of the neceffaries of life, virtually amounts 
to a tax upon the fugar-planter ; for not only all 
kind of cloathing, but provifion too, muft be im- 
ported from Europe and the northern planta- 
tions.. The materials for building, all ché lum- 
ber required to erect and repair the fugar-works, : 
mutt be fetched from the continent. In Flo- 
rida, they are found ‘sdeke the fpot; and the 
overfeer, and other white fervants, will not only 
be hired much cheaper in a plentiful and good 
climate than in a fearce and fickly one; but 
horfes, cows, and oxen, may be purchafed at lefs 
than one fixth the price they bear in the Weft-In- . 
diés.. It is not only the prime coft of the ftock 
that differs fo much in the two countries, but the 
expence of maintaining it bears the fame compara 
tive difference; fodder for the cattle, and corn 
and flefh-meat for the fervants, are very fcarce in 
the iflands, but plentiful in Florida. 

In both the Floridas the lands are not fold, as in 
the ceded iflands, but given upon conditions, which 
intereft leads the grantee to perform; and the re- 


p. 82 tog7); whereas, land can hardly be too rich for this 
cane, which even in Cuba, and the north fide of Jamaica, from 
the north-weft winds, and fuch frequent and heavy rains as fall 
in Florida, will produce nothing but melafles, though in thofe 
iflands there are no frofls to render the juice more four, if not 
kill the cane. 
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fervation made to the crown is only an halfpenny 
an acre, after the end of three, five, or ten years, 
which is regulated by tre extent of the grants. 

It often happens in the Weft-Indies, that when 


the ground is prepared, and the cane planted, the 


rains or feafons, as they are called, fail, and the 
crop is ruined by drought; a misfortune which is 
not to be apprehended | in Florida. 

Both the foil and climate of Eaft- Heras feem 
to fuit the indigo plant : the Spaniards planted fome 


of the Guatimala indigo in their gardens at St. 


Auguttine, where, in a poor fandy foil, the indigo 
plants were of a larger fize, and more luxuriant 
than in South-Carolina in the richeft and beft 
cultivated lands. 

The vine grows almoft in all parts of America, 
fouth of Delaware, in great plenty; and it will, 
probably, not be owing to any defect either in foil 
or climate, but to the dearnefs of labour, or negli- 
gence of the inhabitants, if wine is not produced 
hereafter in fome plenty upon this continent ; and 
currants, raifins, figs, and olives, will moft proba- 
bly thrive here whenever’ they are planted. The 
prefent governor is James Grant, Efq; 


Exports and Trapz. * 

As the number of inhabitants, as yet, is but 
fmall, no great improvements and productions 
can at prefent be expected, though there are fome 
good fettlements already begun; the exports, 
therefore, of this province, of courfe, are but 
imall, and confift chiefly of its trade with the 

} pia i Nee ere Indians. 
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Indians. The imports from the mother-country aré 
the fame as thofe from the other colonies. 


? 


WEST-FLORIDA. 


This province, bounded eaftward by Eaft-Flo- 
rida, fouthward by the Gu!lph of Mexico, weftward 
by a line drawn through the middle of Lake Pont- 
chartrain and the river MiMfiffippi, and northward 
by the country of the Chactaws, makes a part of 
Louifiana, ceded by France to the crown of Eng- 
land, by the late peace: hence, a defcription of 
Wett-Florida, in fome meafure, includes that of 
Louifiana. 

The face of the country is rather level, but ex- 
tremely well watered. About twelve miles above 
the mouth of the river Mififippi, a branch of it 
runs, on the eaft fide, which, after a courfe of one 
hundred and fixty miles, falls intothe north-weft end 
of the great bay of Spirito Santo, At firft, it is 
very narrow and fhallow ; but, by the acceffion of 
feveral rivers and ‘rivulets, becomes navigable by 
the greateft boats and floops, and forms feveral 
pleafant lakes, particularly Lake Pontchartrain. 

About fixty leagues higher up, on the eaft fide, is 
the river Yafoua, which comes into the Miffif- 
fippi, two or three hundred miles out of the coun- 
try, and is inhabited by the nations of the Yafoues, 
Tonicas, Kowrouas, &c. Sixty leagues higher is 
the river and nation of Chongue, with fome others 
to the eaft of them. Thirty leagues higher the Miffif- 
fippi receives a river, that proceeds from a lakeabout 

ten 
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ten miles off, which is twenty mileslong, and receives 
four large rivers. The Cafqui, the moft fouthern, 
being the river of the Cherokees, comes from 
_ the fouth-eaft, and its heads are among the moun- 
tains which feparate their country from Carolina, 
and is the great road of the traders from thence 
to the Miffiffippi, and the intermediate places. 
The. river Quefpere, which, about thirty leagues 
to the north-eaft of the lake, divides into two 
branches, whereof the moft fouthern is called the 
Black River; but there are very few inhabitants 
upon either, they having been deftroyed, or driven 
away bythe Iroquois. The heads of this river are in 
_ that vaft ridge of mountains which runs on the back 
of Carolina, Virginia, and Maryland, through which 
there is a fhort paflage to the fources of the great 
river Potomack, on the eaft fide of them. The 
Ohio, more to thenorth, a vaft river, which comes 
from the back of New-York, Maryland, and Vir- 
ginia, navigable fix hundred miles. Jt runs thro’ 
the moft beautiful and fruitful countries in the 
world, and receives ten or twelve rivers, befides 
innumerable rivulets. Several nations formerly 
dwelt on this river, as the Chawanoes or Choua- 
nons, a great people, who, with many other na- 
tions, were totally extirpated by the Iroquois, who 
made this river their ufual road, when they entered 
into a war with the nations either to the fouth or 
weit, The moft northerly, and which comes, 
like the reft, from the north-ealt, is the Ouabacha, 
or St. Jeremy’s river. Twenty-five leagues above 
the Ohio is the great ifland of the Tamaroas, with 

2g a na- 
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a nation over-againft it of the name, and another 
named Cahokia, who dwell on the banks of the 
Chepuffo. Thirty leagues higher is the river Che- 
Cogou, or the River of the Iilinouecks, corruptly 
called by the French Illinois ; which nation lived 
Upon anc near this river, in about fixty towns, and 
confiiled of twenty thoufand fighting men, before 
they were deftroyed by the Iroquois, and driven to 
the weft of rhe Mifliffippi. ‘This is a large pleafant 
river, and about two hundred and fifty miles above 
its entrance into the Mififfippi, is divided into two 
branches: the lefier comes from north and by eaft, 
and it rifes within four or five miles of the weft 
fide of the lake of the Mlinouecks or Michigan, as it 
is called in our map: the biggeft comes directly 
from the eaft, and proceeds from a morafs within 
two miles of the river Miamiha, which runs into 
the fame lake. On the fouth-eaft fide there is a 
communication between thefe two rivers, by aland 
carriage of twoleagues, about fifty miles tothe fouth- 
eaft of the lake. The courfe of the river Checo- 
gou is above four hundred miles, navigable above 
half way by fhips, and moft of the reft by loops and 
barges. It receives many fmall rivers, and forms 
two or tliree lakes ; one efpecially, called Pimeteo- 
vi, twenty miles long and three broad, which af- 
fords great quantities of good fifh, as the adjacent 
country does game, both fowls and beafts. Be- 
fides the Illinouecks, are the nations Prouaria, Caf- 
cafquia, and Caracontannon ; and on the north 
branch inhabit part of the nation of the Mafcontans. 
On the fouth-eaft bank of the river Checogou, M, 
es Ps SOC not BAS. de 
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de Sale, in 1680, ereéted a fort, which he named 
Crevecceur, or Fleart-breaker, on account of the 
troubles he met with here. This fort ftands about 
half way betwixt the Gulph of Mexico and Canada, 
was the ufual road of the French to and from both, 
till they difcovered a fhorter and eafier paflage by 
the rivers Oubacha and Ohio, which rife at a {mall 
diftance from the lake Erie, or fome rivers which 
enter it. Eighty leagues higher, the river Mifiiffip- 
pi receives the Mifconfing, a river refembling that 
of the [llinouecks, in breadth, depth, and courfe ; 
and the country adjacent to its branches is. alike 
pleafant and fruitful. Sixty miles before it falls in- 
to the Miffiffippi it is joined by the river Kikapouz, 
which is alfo navigable, and comes a great way from 
the north-eaft.. Eighty miles farther, almoft di- 
rectly eaft, there is a communication by a land-car- 
riage of two leagues with the river Mifconqui, 
which runs. to the north-eaft, and after a paflage 
of one hundred and fifty miles from the land-car- 
riage, falls into the great bay of Poukeoutamis, or 
the Puans, which joins on the north- weit fide to the 
great lake of the lilinovecks. Higher. up the 
Mifliffippi is the river Chabadeba; above which the 
Mififippi forms a fine lake twenty miles long, and 
eight or ten broad. ‘Ten miles above that lake is 
the River of Tortoifes, a large fair river, which 
runs into the country a good way to the north-eaft, — 
and is navigable forty miles by the greateft boats. 
There are only two large rivers which do not com- 
municate with the Miffiffippi, betwixt it and the pe- 
ninfula of Florida; viz. theCoza, andthe Apalache. - 
pies tae 1, The 
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1. The Coza river, which the French call Mobile, is 
bigger, except the Miffiffippi and Ohio, than any 
river in this orthe neighbouring provinces. It rifes 
from the Apalachian mountains, with feveral heads, 
of which the moft northern is at the town and pro- 
vince of Guaxala, at the foot of the faid moun- 
tains ; many rivulets uniting, after a courfe of 
eighty miles, form a river wider than the Thames 
at Kingfton, with feveral delightful ifles, fome three 
or four miles long, and half a mile broad, in a coun- 
try wonderfully pleafant and fruitful. The firit 
confiderable town or province is Chiaha, with a ri- 
ver of its own name, that helps to enlarge Coza, 
which is famous for its pear}-fifhing; there being 
in the river and little lakes that are formed by it, a 
fort of fhell-fifh, which the antients named pinna, 
betwixt a mufcle and an oyfter. From thence the 
river grows larger and deeper, being reinforced 
by others from the mountains and vallies, till it 
enters the province of Coza, reckoned one of the 
moft pleafant and fruitful parts of the country, and 
very populous. It cenfifts of hills and vallies, ri- 
vulets, arable land, and lovely meadows. Prunes 
erow naturally in the fields, better than can be pro- 
duced in Spain by culture; and though there are 
fome vines that creep on the ground, there are 
others which mount, in almoft all the places near 
the rivers, to the tops of the trees. The Coza ri- 
ver enters the Gulph of Mexico one hundred miles 
fouth of Mobile. One of the rivers that enters the 
Coza is the river of the Chactaws, which a col- 
Je€tion of little ftreams renders a fine river. About 

the 
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the middle of it lies the mighty nation of the Chac- 
taws, confifting of near three thoufand men, who 
fpeak the fame language as their neighbours the 
Chickefaws, juft now mentioned, to whom they 
were lately, if they are not {till, mortal enemies, 
To the eaft of the Cozas are the Becues or Abe- 
caes, who have thirteen towns, and dwell on divers 
{mall rivers, which run into the Coza,  Itis a very 
pleafant country, confifting of hills and vallies, and 
its foil in general more marly, or fatter, than that 
of the other provinces, which have moftly a 
lighter mould. A little more to the fouth-weft, 
between the Abecaes and Chactaws, the Ewemalas, 
who are about five hundred fighting men, dwell 


on a fair river of the fame name, which coming _ 


from the north-eaft mixes with the Coza. Mr. 
Coxe, whofe defcription of this country is our 
guide, fays the river Coza falls into. the Gulph 
of Mexico, fifteen leagues weft of the great bay 
of Naflau, or Spirito Santo. | Near the mouth 
of this river the French erected a fettlement, called 
Fort Louis, twenty leagues north-eaft of the neareft. 
mouth of the Miffiffippi, which was the ufual refi-- 
dence of the chief governor of Louifiana, who was 
neverthelefs fubordinate to him of Canada. From 
this garrifon the French ufed to fend detachments 
to fecure their feveral {tations among the Indians 
in the inland parts. ‘The Alibamous, Chickefaws, 
and Chactaws,the moft confiderable nations upon and 
between the river Coza and the Miffiffippi, kindly 
entertained the Englith, who refided among them fe- 
yeral years, and carried ona fafe and peaceable trade 

with 
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with them, till about the year 1715, when by the 
intrigues of the French, they were either murdered, 
or obliged to make room for thefe new invaders, 
who unjuftly poffefled and fortified the fame fta- 
tions, in order to curb the natives, and cut off 
their communication with the Englifh traders ; 
whereby they engrofied a profitable trade for five 
hundred miles, of which the Englifh were a few 
years before the fole matters. 

The French had another fmall town and fort in 
the Ifle Dauphine, formerly, called Slaughter Ifland, 
from the number of men’s bones found there on 
its firft difcovery, the remains, as it is faid, of a 
bloody battle fought between two Indian na- 
tions. It is about nine leagues fouth of Fort Louis, 
and ten leagues weft of Penfacola; and was in- 
habited and fortified only on account of its har- 
bour, being the firft place the French generally 
touched at on their arrival upon this coaft. The 
diftance between the river Coza and that of Apa- 
Jache to the eaft, is about one hundred and ninety 
miles, and the coaft between hem is very deep and 
bold. 

The chief harbour betwixt thet: two rivers, and 
indeed the beft upon all this coaft, is Penfacola; it 
being a large port, fafe from all winds, with four 
fathom at the entrance, and deepens gradually to 
feven oreight. It lies eleven leagues eaft of Port 

Louis and Mobile. 
On the weft fide of the harbour ftands the town 
of Penfacola, the capital. A fine river enters the 
Bay of Mexico, on the eaft fide of this harbour, 
which 


- 
ee 


which comes about one hundred miles out of the 
country, after being formed by the jundtion of two 
other rivers. The land here is a barren fand; but 
produces many pine-trees, fit for fhip-mafts. There 
is a communication from hence by land with Apa- | 
lache. 

Apalachy Cola is a good harbour, thirty leagues 
eaft of the former, saat as much welt from the river 
named by the Indians, Apalache. ‘This river enters 
the Gulph of Mexico about one hundred miles 
from the cod of the Bay of Apalache, at the nerth- 
weft end of the peninfula of Florida, in about north 
latitude 30. Here was a fort, called St. Mary de 
Apalache, which the Alibamous deftroyed in 1705, 
It is not eafy to find this place by reafon of the 
ifles and lakes before and about it; and though a 
ftately river, whofe mouth makes a large bariehin. 
yet it has not above three fathoms water at moft on 
the bar; but when that is pafled, it is very deep 
and large, and the tide flows higher into it than in- 
to any river upon all the coaft, ee fay no lefs than. 
fifty miles. But this is not ftrange, the country 
being a perfect level, and the river having a dou- 
ble current, one from the weft and the other from 
the fouth. On both fides of it, towards the fea- 
coaft, live feveral nations, called by the name of 
the Apalache Indians ; and about the middle of it 
live the great | nations of the Cufhetaes, Tallibou- 
fies, and Adgebaches, This river proceeds chiefly 
from others, ehh have their origin on the fouth or 


fouth-weft fide of the great ridge of hills that runs 
| 3 sie on 
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on the back of Carolina. There is a communica- 
tion from hence by land to St. Augutftine. 

On the whole coaft of this province, there are 
many vaft beds of oyfters, that produce pearls. 
Ambergreafe is often found upon the coaft; and 
alfo, efpecially after high winds, a fort of ftone 
pitch, which the Spaniards foften with greafe, and 
ufe for their veffels as pitch, than which they affirm 
it is better in hot countries, not being apt to 
melt with the heat of the fun, On both fides the 
river Miffiffippi there are many {prings and lakes, 
that produce excellent falt. The country abounds 
in rich mines of copper, iron, lead, pitcoal, and 
quickfilver ; and, in divers parts, there are great 
quantities of orpiment and fandarache. 

The climate nearly refembles that of Eaft-Flo- 
rida; its natural products are alfo in general the 
fame ; and though the fea-coaft is fandy and barren, 
the inland parts are capable of producing, in the 
preateft abundance, all the valuable commodities 
recommended as proper for Cultivation in that pro- 
vince. : 


Trapve and PoruLaTION. 


As many of the French who inhabited Weft- 
Florida before the late peace, have chofe to become 
Britifh fubjeéts for the fake of keeping their eftates, 
no doubt, confiderable fettlements will be foon 
made, efpecially as the land in the inland parts of 
this province is vaftly preferable to ie 

| an 
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and its fituation for trade extremely good, having 
the river Mifliffippi for its weftern boundary. 

There are at prefent about fix thoufand inhabi- 
_ tants in this province, who increafe faft, it being 
much more healthy and inviting than Eaft-Florida, 
efpecially the weftern parts, upon the banks of the 
Miffifippi, which are faid to aere well with 
Englith conftitutions. 

_ They already carry on aconfiderable trade with 
the Indians, and export great quantities of deer- 
fkins and furs. The French inhabitants here alfo 
raife confiderable quantities of rice, and buildfome 
veffels.. The imports from the mother-country are 
the fame as thofe of the other colonies. 


BOOGOOIOIS IIIS IOIOIOK 


A general Account of the Inp1an Nations. 


HE Aborigines of America, amongft the 
infinite number of nations and tribes into 
which they are divided, differ very little from each 
other in their manners and cuftoms ; and allforma 

ftriking picture of the moft diftant antiquity. 
They are tall, and ftrait in their limbs, beyond 
the proportion of moft nations: their bodies are 
ftrong ; but rather fitted to endure much hardfhip, 
than to continue long at any fervile work, by 
which they are quickly exhaufted. Their bodies 
and heads are flattifh, the effect of art; their fea- 
tures 
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tures are regular, but their countenances fierce 3 
their hair long, black, lank, and as ftrong as that 
of a horfe; they have no beards; the colour of 
cheir fkin is a reddifh brown, improved by the 
conitant ufe of bear’s fat and paint. 

When the Europeans firft came into America, 
they found the people quite naked, except thofe 
parts which it is common for the moft uncultivated 
people to conceal. Since that time they have ge- 
nerally a coarfe blanket to cover them, which they 
buy from us. The whole fafhion of their lives is of 
apiece; hardy, poor, and fqualid: their education 
from their infancy. is folely dire&ted to fit their bo- 
dies for this mode of life, and to form their minds 
to infli& and endure the greateft evils. Their only 
occupations are hunting and war: agriculture is left 
to thewomen. When their hunting-feafon is paft, 
in which they exert great ingenuity, they pafs the 
reft of their time in an entire indolence, and obferve 
no bounds or decency in their eating and drinking. 
Before they were acquainted with the Europeans, 
they had no fpirituous liquors: but now this is the 
principal end they purfue in their treaties with us ; 
and from this they fuffer inexprefiible calamities ; 
for having once begun to drink, they continue a 
fucceffion of drunkennefs as long as their means 
of procuring liquor lafls. In this condition they 
lie expofed on the earth to all the inclemency of the 
feafons, which waftes them by a train of the moft 
fatal diforders: and, in fhort, excefs in drinking, 
amongit this uncivilized people, who have not art 

enough 
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enough to guard againft the confequence of their 
vices, is a public “calaeshite The few amongtft 
them who live free from this evil, enjoy the re- 
ward of their temperance in a robult and healthy - 
old age. 

Theit character is ftriking. They are extréme- 
ly grave in their deportment upon any ferious oc- 
cafion; obfervant of thofe in company ; refpect- 
ful to the old; cool and deliberate; never in hafte 
to fpeak before they have thought well upon the 
matter, and are fure the perfon who {poke before 
them has finifhed all he had to fay. Nothing is 
more edifying than their behaviour in their public 
councils and affemblies. Every man there is 
heard in his turn, according as his years, his wif- 
dom, or his fervices to his country have ranked 
him. Nota whifper is heard from the reft while 
he fpeaks ; no indecent condemnation, no ill-timed 
applaufe. The younger fort attend for their in- 
ftruction. 

There is no people amongft whom the laws of 
hofpitality are more facred; their houfes, their 
provifion, even their young women, are not enough 
to oblige a gueft. To thofe of their own nation 
they are likewife very humane and_ beneficent. 
But to the enemies of his country, or to thofe 
who have privately offended, the American is 
implacable. He conceals his fentiments, until he 
has an opportunity of executing an horrible re- 
venge ; but no length of time is fufficient to allay 
his refentment ; no diftance of place great enough 

to 
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to protect the object ; on whom, when in his power 
he exercifes the moft fhocking barbarities, even to 
the eating of his flefh. To fuch extremes do the 
Indians pubh their friendfhip or their enmity. 

Notwithftanding this ferocity, no people have their 
anger more under their command; from their infan- 
cy, they are formed withcare to endure every fort of 
infult with a compofed countenance. They efteem 
nothing fo unworthy a man of fenfe and conftancy, 
as a peevifh temper, and a pronenefs to fudden and 
rafh anger. And this fo far has an effect, that 
quarrels happen as rarely among{t them, when they 
are not intoxicated with liquor, as abufive Jan- 
guage, But when their paffions are roufed, being 
fhut up, as it were, and converging into a narrow 
point, they become furious; are dark, fullen, 
treacherous, and implacable. 

The Americans hold the exiftence of a Supreme 
Being, eternal and incorruptible, who has power over 
all. Satisfied with owning this, which is tradition- 
ary amoneft them, they pay him no fort of worfhip. 
There are indeed nations in America who feem 
to pay fome religious homage to the fun and moon ; 
and as mott of them have a notion of fome invifible 
beings, who continually intermeddle in their af- 
fairs, they difcourfe much of demons, &c. They 
have ceremonies too, that feem to fhew they had 
once a more regular form of religious worfhip ; 
for they make a fort of oblation of their firft- 
fruits, obferve certain ceremonies at the full moon, 
and have in their feftivals many things that very 
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probably came from a religious origin, though they — 
perform them as things handed down to them from 
their anceftors, without knowing the reafon. They 
confider the other world as a place abounding 
with an inexhauftible plenty of every thing defira-_ 
ble ; and that they fhall enjoy there the moft full 
and exquifice gratification of all their fenfes. Hence 
it is, no doubt, that they meet death with fuch in- 
difference and compofure of mind; no Indian be- 
ing in the leaft difmayed at the news, that he has 
only a few minutes to live, but, with the greateft 
intrepidity and compofure, harangues thofe around 
him; and thus a father-leaves his dying advice 
to his children, and takes a formal leave of all 
his friends. 3 

Great obfervers of omens and dreams, and 
eager pryers into futurity, they abound in di- 
~viners, augurs, and magicians, whom they ‘rely 
much upon in all affairs; and believing that the’ 
whole hiftory of their future life may be colleét- 
ed from their dreams in their youth, they make 
dreaming a kind of religious ceremony when _ they 
come to faficient years, rence is thus pérformed : 
they befmear themfelves all over with black paint, 
and faft for feveral days, in expectation that their 
good genius will appear, or manifeft himfelf in 
fome fhape or other, in their dreams. . The effect 
produced by this long fat in the brain of a young 
perfon, muft no doubt be confiderable;. and the 
parents take care, during this operation, that the 
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dreams be faithfully reported the next morning ; 
and this good genius, or propitious fpirit, being the 
fubject of the perfon’s waking thoughts, becomes 
alfo the fubjeét of his dreams ; and every phantom 
of his fleep is regarded as a figure of the genius, 
whether it be bird, beaft, fifh, a tree, or any thing 
elfe, and is particularly refpected by them all their 
lives after. When any perfon of. diftinguifhed 
parts rifes up among them, they fuppofe him na- 
turally infpired and actuated by this propitious 
fpirit, and have the utmoft regard and veneration 
for him on that account. 

Their phyfic is entirely in the hands of the 
priefts, who generally treat them, in whatever difor- 
der, in the fame way. That is, they firft inclofe 
them in a narrow cabbin, in the midtt of which is 
a {tone red hot; on this they throw water, until 
the patient is well foaked with the warm vapour’ 
and his own fweat; then they hurry him from the 
bagnio, and plunge him fuddenly into the nexe 
river. This is repeated as often as they judge 
neceflary ; and thus extraordinary cures are fome- 
times performed. But it frequently happens too, 
that this rude method kills the patient in the very 
operation ; and ict is partly owing to this practice, 
that the fmall-pox has proved fo fatal to them. 
However, they have the ufe of fome fpecifics of 
wonderful efficacy, the power of which they attri- 
bute to the magical ceremonies with which they are 
conftantly adminiftered ; and purely by an appli- 
cation of herbs, they frequently cure wounds, 

which 
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which with us refufe to yield to the moft judicious 
methods. 

Every nation has its diftinguifhing ‘enfign, which 
is generally fome beaft, bird, or fifth. Thofe 
among the Five Nations are, the bear, otter, 
wolf, tortoife, and eag!e ; and by thefe names the 
tribes are generally diftinguifhed They have the 
fhapes of thefe animals curioufly pricked and 
painted on feveral parts of their bodies; and when 
they march through the woods, they commonly, 
at every encampment, cut thefigure of their enfign 
on trees, efpecially after a fuccefsful campaign, 
that thofe who pafs that way may know they have 
been there, recording alfo, in their manner, the 
number of {calps or prifoners they have taken. 

Liberty, in its fulleft extent, is their darling 
paffion. To this they facrifice every thing. 
This makes a life of uncertainty and want fup- 
portable to them; and their education is directed 
in fuch a manner as to cherith this difpofition to 
the utmoft. Children are never, upon any ac- 
count, chaftifed with blows; they are rarely even 
chidden. Reafon, they fay, will cuide their 
children when they come to the ufe atie and before 
that time their faults cannot be very great; but 
blows might abate their free and martial fpirir, 
and render the fenie of honour duller, by the habic 
of a flavifh motive to actien. When grown up, 
they experience nothing like command, depend- 
ence, or fubordination ; even ftrong perfuafion is 
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induftrioufly forborne by thofe who have influence 
amongft them. 

On the fame principle; they know no punifh- 
ment but death. They lay no fines, becaufe they 
have no way of exacting them from free men3 
and the death, which they fometimes inflict, is ra- 
ther a confequence of a fort of war declared againft 
a public enemy, than an act of judicial power exe- 
cuted onacitizen. This free difpofition is gene- 
ral ; and, though fome tribes are found in America 
with an head whom we call a king, his power is 
rather perfuafive than coercive, and he is reve- 
renced as a father, more than feared as a monarch, 
He has no guards, no prifons, no officers of juftice. 
The other forms, which may be confidered as a fort 
of ariftocracy, and are moft common in North- 

America, have no more power. In fome tribes 
there are a kind of nobility, who, when they come 
to years of difcretion, are entitled to a place and 
vote in the councils of their nation: the reft are ex- 
cluded. But amongft the Five Nations, or Iro- 
quois, the moft celebrated commonwealth of 
North-America, and in fome other nations, there 
is no other qualification abfolutely neceflary for 
their head-men, but age, experience, and ability. 
However, there is generally in every tribe fome 
particular ftocks which they refpeét, and who are 
confidered in fome fort as their chiefs, unlefs they 
fhew themfelves unworthy of that rank, 

Their great council is compofed of thefe heads 
of tribes and families, with fuch whofe capacity 

has 
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has elevated them to the fame degree of confidera- 
tion, They meet in a houfe, which they have in 
each of their towns for the purpofe, upon every fo- 
femn oceafion, Thefe councils are public. Here 
all fuch matters concerning the ftate are propofed 
as have already been digefted in the fecret couneils, 
at which none but the head-men affift. Here it is 
that their orators are employed, and difplay thofe 
talents which diftinguifh them for eloquence, and 
knowledge of public bufinefs; for the chiefs 
feldom fpeak much themfelves in public af- 
femblies, thinking it beneath their dignity to ut- | 
ter their fentiments upon thefe occafions in an 
audible manner: they therefore entruft them 
with a perfon, who is ftiled their orator. None 
elfe fpeak in their public councils; thefe are their 
ambafladors, and thefe are the commiffioners who 
are appointed to treat of peace or alliance with 
other nations. Their chief fkill confifts in giving 
an artful turn to affairs, and in expreffing their 
thoughts in a bold figurative manner, and with 
geftures equally violent, but extremely natural and 
expreffive. 

When any bufinefs of confequence is tranfacted, 
they appoint a feaft upon the occafion, of which al- 
moft the whole nation partakes. At thefe feafts, 
if they cannot confume all, what remains is thrown 
into the fire ; for they look upon the fire as a thing | 
facred, and in all probability thefe feafts were an-. 
tiently facrifices. Before the entertainmentis ready, 
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the principal perfon begins a fong, the fubject of 
which is the fabulous or real hiftory of their nation, 
the remarkable events which have happened, and 
whatever matters may make for their honour or in- 
ftrugtion. The reft fing in their turn. They have 
dances too, with which they accompany their fongs, 
chiefly of a martial kind ; and no folemnity of 
public bufinefs is carried on without fuch fongs 
and dances. Every thing is tranfacted amongft 
them with much ceremony ; the ceremonies con- 
tributing to fix all tranfaCions the better in their 
memory. Scarce any thing is undertaken with 
greater folemnity than hunting the bear; and an 
alliance with a noted bear-hunter, who has killed 
feveral bears in one day, is more eagerly fought 
after than that of acelebrated warrior ; becaufe the 
chace fupplies the family both with food and rai- 
ment. 

To help their memory, they have belts of {mall 
fhells, or beads, of different colours, which have alla 
different meaning, according to. their colour or ar- 
rangement. Atthe end of every matter they difcourfe 
upon, when they treat with a foreign itate, they deliver 
one of thefebelts. Ifthey fhould omit this ceremony, 
what they fay paffes for nothing, Thefe belts are 
carefully treafured up in each town, and ferve 
for the public records of the nation; and to thefe 
they occafionally have recourfe, sites any contefts 
happen between them and their neighbours. Of 
late, as the matter of which thefe belts are made is 
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grown fcarce, they often give fome fkin in place of 
the wampum, for fo they call thefe beads, and re- 
ceive in return*prefents of a more valuable nature; 
for they never confider what our commiffioners fay 
to be of any weight, unlefs a prefent accompanies 
each propolal. 

Nor is the calumet, or pipe of peace, of lefs im- 
portance, or lefs revered, in many trantactions rela- 
tive both to war and peace. The ufe of the calu- 
met is to {moak either tobacco, or fome bark, leaf, 
or herb, which they often ufe in its ftead, when 
they enter into an alliance, or on any ferious occa- 
fion or folema engagement: this being among 
them the moft facred oath that can be taken, the 
violation of which is efteemed moft infamous, and 
deferving of fevere pyunifhment from Heaven. 
When they treat of war, the whole pipe and all its 
ornaments are red; fometimes it is red only on one 
fide; and by the difpofition of the feathers, &c., 
one acquainted with their cuftoms will know, at 
firft fight, what the nation which prefents it intends 
or defires. Smoaking the calumet is alfo a reli- 
gious ceremony, upon fome occafions ; and, in all 
treaties, is confidered as a witnefs between the par- 
ties, or rather as an inftrument, by which they in- 
voke the fun and moon to witnefs their fincerity, 
and to become guarantees of the treaty between 
them. The fize and decorations of the calumet are 
generally proportioned to the quality of the perfons 
they are prefented to, the efteem they have for 
them, and alfo the importance of the occafion, 
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Their fuits are few, and quickly decided; hav- 
ing neither property nor art enough to render them 
perplexed or tedicus.’ Criminal matters come be- 
fore the fame jurifdi€tion, when they are fo flagrant 
as to become a national concern. In ordinary cafes, 
the crime is either revenged or compromifed by 
the parties concerned. Ifa murder is committed, 
the family which has loft a relation prepares to reta- 
Jiate on that of the offender. They often kill the 
murderer ; and when this happens, the kindred of 
the laft perfon flain look upon themfelves to be as 
much injured, and think themfelves as much jufti- 
fied in taking vengeance, as if the violence had not 
begun amongtt themfelves. But, in general, the 
offender abfents himfelf; the friends fend a com- 
pliment of condolance to thofe of the party mur- 
dered ; prefents are offered, which are rarely re- 
fufed ; the head of the family appears, who ina 
formal fpeech delivers the prefents, which confit 
often of above fixty articles, every one of which is 
given to cancel fome part of the offence, and to af- 
fuage the grief of the fuffering party. With the 
firft he fays, ‘* By this 1 remove the hatchet from 
the wound, and make it fall out of the hands of him 
that is prepared to revenge the injury :”” with the 
fecond, ** I dry up the blood of that wound ;” 
and fo on, in apt figures, taking away one by one all 
the ill confequences of the murder. As ufual, the 
whole ends in mutual feaftings, fongs, and dances, 
If the murder is committed by one of the fame fa- 
mily or cabbin, that cabbin has the fuil right of judg- 
ment, without appeal, within itfelf, either to punith 
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the guilty with death, or pardon him, or to force him 
to give fome recompence to the wife or children of 
the flain. All this while, the fupreme authority of 
the nation looks on unconcerned, ‘and never roufes 
its ftrength, nor exerts the fullnefs of a power 
more revered than felt, but upon fome fignal occa- 
fion. Then the power feems equal to the occafion, 

Every one haftens to execute the orders of their 
-fenate ; nor was ever any inftance of rebellion known 
among this people. Family-love, rare amongtt us, 
is a national virtue amongft them, of which all 
partake ; and there are friendfhips amongft them, 
fit to vie with thofe of fabulous antiquity. 

The lofs of any one, whether by a natural death 
or by war, is lamented by the whole town he be- 
longs to. In fuch circumftances, no bufinefs js 
taken in hand, however important, nor any rejoice 
ing permitted, however interefting the occafion, 
until all the pious ceremonies due to the dead are 
performed, which are always difcharged with the 
greateft folemnity. The dead body is wathed, 
anointed, and painted. Then the women lament 
the lofs with the moft bitter cries, and the moft hi- 
deous howlings, intermixed with fongs, which ce- 
lebrate the great actions of the deceafed, and thofe 
of his anceftors. The men mourn in a lefs extra- 
vagant manner. The whole village attends the 
body to the grave, which is interred habited in 
their moft fumptuous ornaments. With the body 
of the deceafed are placed his bows and arrows, 
with what he valued moft in his life, and provifions 
gor the long journey he is to take; for they hold 
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the immortality of the foul univerfally, though 
their idea is grofs. Feafting attends this, as it does 
every folemnity. ofter the funeral, thofe who are 
nearly allied to the deceafed conceal themfelves in 
their huts for a confiderable time, to indulge their 
grief, The compliments of condolance are never 
omitted, nor are prefents wanting upon this o¢ca- 
fion, After fome time they revifit the grave, re- 
new their forrow, new-cloath the remains of the 
body, and act over again the folemnities of the 
firft funeral. 

Of all their inftances of regard to their deceafed 
friends, none is fo ftriking as what they call the 
feaft of the dead, or the teaft of fouls. The day 
ef ceremony is appainted in the council of their 
chiefs, who give orders for every thing which may 
enable them to celebrate it with pomp and magni- 
ficence. The neighbouring nations are invited tq 
partake « of the feaft, and to be witneffes of the fo- 
Jemnity. Aft this time, all who have died fince the 
laft folemn feaft of that kind, are taken out of their 

eraves. Thofe who have been interred at the 
reateft diftance from the villages are diligently 
fought for, and brought to this great rendezvous 
of carcafes. The horror of this general difinter- 

ment is beyond defcription. 
This ftrange feflival is the moft magnificent and 
folemn which they have ; not only on account of 
the great concourfe of natives and ftrangers, and of 
the pompous re-interment they give to their dead, 
whom they drefs in the fineft fkins they can get, 
after 
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after having expofed them for fome time in this 
pomp; but for the games of all kinds which they 
celebrate upon the heen | in the fpirit of thofe 
which the antient Greeks and Romans celebrated 
upon fimilar occafions. 

In this manner do they endeavour to foothe the 
calamities of life, by the honours they pay their 
Gead ; honours, which are the more chearfully be- 
ftowed, becaufe, in his turn, each man expects to 
receive them himfelf: and though amongit thefe 
favage nations, this cuftom is imprefled with {trong 
marks of the ferocity of their nature; an honour 
for the dead, a tender feeling of their abfence, and 
a revival of their memory, are fome of the moft 
excellent inftruments for fmoothing our rugged na- | 
ture into humanity ; and it is certain a regard for 
‘ the dead has been univerfal from the remotett an- 
‘tiquity. 7 

Though the women in America have generally 
the laborious part of domeftic ceconomy, yet they are 
far from being the flaves they appear. On the con- 
trary, all the honours of the nation are on the fide 
of the woman. They even hold their councils, and 
have their fhare in all deliberations which concern 
the ftate. Polygamy is praétifed by fome nations : 5 
but it is not general. In moft, they content them- 
felves with one wife; buta a aden is admitted, for 
the fame caufes that it was allowed amongft the 
Jews, Greeks, and Romans. No nation of the 
Americans is without a regular marriage, in which 
there are many ceremonies ; the principal of which 
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is, the bride’s prefentine the bridegroom ‘with a 
platé of their corn. 

Incontinent before wedlock, after marriage the 
chaftity of their women is remarkable. The punifh- 
ment of the adulterefs, as well as that of the adul- 
terer, is in the hands of the hufband himfelf. Their 
marriages are not fruitful, feldom producing above 
two or three children; but they are brought forth 
with lefs pain than our women fuffer upon fuch oc 
cafions, and with little confequent weaknefs, Pro- 
bably, the fevere life which both fexes lead is not 
favourable to procreation: and the habit unmar- 
ried women have of procuring abortions, in which 
they rarely fail, makes them more unfit for bearing 
children afterwards. This is one of the reafons oF 
the depopulation of America; as whatever loffes 
they fuffer, are repaired lowly. 

Almoft the fole occupation of the Indian is 
war, or fuch an exercife as qualifies him for it ; 
and no man ts at all confidered, until he has in- 
creafed the {trength of his country with a captive, or 
adorned his houfe with a fcalp of one of its ene- 
mies. When the council refolve upon war, they 
do not declare what nation they are determined to 
attack, that the enemy may be of his guard, 
Nay, they even fometimes let years pafs over 
without any act of hoftility, that the vigilance of 
ali may be unbent by the long continuance of the 
watch, and the uncertainty of the danger. In the 
mean time, the war-kettle is fet on the fire; the 
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war-fongs and dances commence; the tomehawk, 
painted red, is fent to all the villages of the fame 
nation, and its allies, with a belt of wampum: 
the meffenger throws the tomohawkon the ground, 
which is taken up by the moft expert warrior of 
the nation to which it is fent, if they chufe to join 
in the war; if not, is returned, with a belt of 
wampum fuitable to the occafion. The women 
add their cries to thofe of the men, lamenting 
thofe whom they have either Joft in war, or by a 
natural death, and demanding their places to be 
fupplied from their enemies, ‘imulating the young 
men by a fenfe of fhame. 

When, by thefe means, the fury of the nation is 
raifed to the greateft height, the war«captain prepares 
the feaft, which confitts of dogs flefh. All that 
partake of this feaft receive little billets, which are 
fo many engagements which they take to be faith- 
ful-to each other, and obedient to their commander. © 
None are forced to the war; but when they have 
accepted this billet, it is death to recede. All the 
warriors in this affembly have their faces blacken- 
ed with charcoal, intermixed with dafhes and 
’ ftreaks of vermillion, which give them a moft hor- 
rid appearance. Their hair is dreffed up in an odd 
manner, with feathers of various kinds. In this 
aflembly, the chief begins the war-fong, which 
having continued for fome time, he raifes his voice 
to the higheft pitch, and turning off fuddenly to a 
fort of prayer, invokes the god of war, whom they 
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call Arefkoni, to be favourable to his enterprize; 
and'to pour deftruétion upon the enemy. All the 
warriors join him in this prayer with fhouts and ac- 
clamations. The captain renews his fong, {trikes 
his tomohawk againft the ftakes of his cottage, and 
begins the war dance, accompanied with the fhouts 
of all his companions, which continue as long as 
he dances. } 

The day appointed for their departure being ar- 
rived, they take leave of their friends, change their 
cloaths, or whatever moveables they have, in token 
of mutual friendfhip ; their wives and female rela- 
tions go out before them, and attend at fome dif- 
tance from the town. The warriors march out 
all dreft in their fineft apparel, and moft fhowy 
ornaments, regularly one after another, for they ne- 
ver march in rank. The chief walks flowly be- 
fore them, finging the war fong, whilft the reft ob- 
ferve the moft profound filence. When they come 
up to their women, they deliver up to them all 
their finery, put on their worft cloaths, and proceed 
on their expedition *. 

Their 


* Their military drefs is very romantic and terrible, 
They cut off or pull out all their hair, except a fpot about 
the breadth of two Englifh crown pieces, near the top of 
their heads, and wholly deftroy their eyebrows. The lock left 
upon their heads is divided into feveral parcels, each of which is 
ftiffened, and adorned with wampum beads, and feathers of va- 
rious fhapes and hues, and the whole twifted, turned, and con- 
nected together, till it acquires a form much refembling the mo- 
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Their inotives for engaging in a war are rarely 
the fame as ours. They have feldom any other 
end but the glory of the victory, of the benefit of 
the flaves which it enables them to add to their na- 
tion, or facrifice to their brutal fury; and it ig rare 
that they take any pains to give their wars even the 
colour of juftice. It is not uncommon for the 
young men to make featts of dogs flefh,.and dances, 
in the midft of the moft profound peace ; and fall 
fometimes on One nation, and fometimes on ain 
other, and furprize fome of their hunters, whom 
they {calp, or bring home as prifoners. Their old 
men wink at this, as it tends to keep up the martial — 
{pirit of their people, and inures them to watchful- 
nefs and hardfhip. 

The qualities in an Indian wat are vigilance atid 
attention, to give and to avoid a furprize ; and pa- 
tience and ttrenath, to endure the intolerable fa- 
tigues and hardthips which always attend it: for 
the Tudian “nations ate at an immenfe diftance from 


dern pompoon. heir heads aré painted red down to the 
eye-brows, and fprinkled over with white down. ‘The grifles 
of their ears are fplit almof quite round, and then diftended 
with wires or fplinters, fo as to meet, and tie together on the 
nape of the neck. ‘Thefe alfo are hung with ornaments ; and 
have generally the figure of fome bird or beaft drawn upon 
them. Their nofes are likewife bored, and hung with trinkets of 
beads, and their faces painted with divers colours, fo as to make 
an awful appearance. ‘Their breafts are adorned with a gorget, 
or medal of brafs, copper, or fome other metal; and that ate 
tid weapon the fcalping knife, hangs by a ious from thei 
necks. 


each 
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each other, with a vaft defart frontier, and hid in 
the bofom of almoft boundlefs forefts. Thefe mutt. 
be traverfed before they meet an enemy, who is 
often at fuch a diftance as might be fuppofed to 
prevent either quarrel or danger. But, notwith- 
ftanding the fecrecy of the deftination of the party, 
the enemy has frequent notice of it, and is prepared 
for the attack, and ready to take advantage of the 
leaft want of vigilance in the aggrefflors, They ne- 
ver fight in the open field, but upon fome very ex- 
traordinary occafions : not from cowardice, for they . 
are brave ; but they defpife this method, as unwor-. 

thy of an able warrior, and as an affair which fortune . 
governs more than prudence. The principal things 
which help them to difcover their enemies, are the 
{moak of their fires, which they fmell at a diftance 
almoft incredible ; and their tracks, in the difcovery. 
_and diftinguifhing of which, they are poffeffed of an 
aftonifhing fagacity; for they will tell, in the foot- 
fteps, which to us would feem moft confufed, the 
number of men that have paffed, and the length of 
time fince they paffed, and are even able to find out 

the feveral nations by the different marks of their 
feet, and to perceive footfteps where an European 
could diftineuifh nothing. 

But as thofe who are attacked have the fame know- 
ledge, their great addrefs is to baffle each other in 
thefe points. On their expeditions therefore, they 
 jight no fire to warm themfelves, or prepare their 
victuals, but fubfift merely on meal, mixed with 
water ; lie clofe to the ground all day, and march 


3 only 


PN AM PRCA: 369 


only in night. As they march in their ufual or- 
der in files, he that clofes the rear diligently covers 
his own tracks, and thofe of all who preceded him, 
with leaves. If any ftream occurs in their route, 
they march into it for a confiderable way, to foil 
their purfuers. When they balt to reft and refrefh 
themfelves, fcouts are fent out on every fide to re- 
connoitre the country, and beat up every place 
where they fufpect an enemy may lie hid. In this 
manner they often enter a village, whilft the 
firencth of the nation is employed in hunting, 
Nr all the helplefs old men, women, ahd 
children, and make as many prifoners as they can 
manage. When they difcover an army of their 
enemies, their way is to throw themfelves flat on 
their faces amoneft the withered leaves, the colour 
of which their bodies are painted to refemble exact- 
ly. They generally let a part pafs unmolefted ; 
and then, rifing a little, take aim, being ex- 
cellent markfmen; and fetting up a moit tremen- 
dous fhout, which they cali the war-cry, pour a 
ftorm of mufket-balls upon the enemy ; for thofe 
nations which have commerce with Europeans, 
have long fince laid afide the ufe of arrows. The 
party sera returns the fame cry; every man 
in hafte covers himfelf behind a tree, and re- 
turns the fire of the enemy, as foon as they raile 
themfelves from the ground to give the fecond fire. 
After fighting fome time in this manner, the 
party which has the advantage, rufhes out of its co- 
ver with fmall axes in their hands, which they dart 
Vor. IL. a= ae ae with 
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with great addrefs and dexterity ; they redouble 
their cries, intimidating their enemies with me- 
naces, and encouraging each other with a boaftful 
difplay of their own brave actions. Being now 
come hand to hand, the conteft is foon decided ; 
and the conquerors fatiate their favage fury with 
the moft fhocking infults and barbarities to the 
dead. 

The fate of their prifoners is terrible. During 
the greateft part of their journey homewards, 
they fuffer no injury ; but when they arrive at 
the territories of the conquering ftate, or at 
thofe of its allies, the people from every village 
meet them, and think they fhew their attach- 
ment to their friends by their barbarous treat- 
ment of the unhappy prifoners; fo that, when 
they come to their ftation, they are wounded and 
bruifed in a fhocking manner. The conquerors 
manage their march fo as not to approach their vil- 
lage till towards evening. At day-break next 
morning, they drefs their prifoners in new cloaths, 
adorn their heads with feathers, paint their faces 
with various colours, and put into their hands a 
white ftaff, toffeled round with the-tails of deer. 
The commander of the expedition then gives as 
many yells as he has taken fcalps or prifoners, and 
the whole village affemble at the water-fide, if 
fituated nearariver. As foon as the warriors ap- 
pear, four or five of their young men, well cloath- 
ed, get into a canoe, if they came by water, or 
otherwifé march by land; the two firft carrying 
each a calumet, and go finging to fearch the pri- 

foners, 
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foiers, whom sey lead in triumph to the village: 
The war- -captain then waits upon the head-men,; 
‘and in a low voice gives them an account of every 
particular of the expedition, of the damage the ene- 
my has fuffered, and his own loffes in it. This 
done, the public orator relates the whole to the 
people. Before a ie to the joy which the 
victory occafions, they lament the friends whom 
they have loft in the : siete of it. The parties 
moft nearly concerned are afflicted apparently with 
a deep and real forrow; but, as if they were dif- 
ciplined in their grief, upon the fignal for rejoicing, 
ina moment, all tears are wiped from their eyes, 
and they rufh into an extravagance and phrenzy 
of joy. 

In the mean time, the fate of the seb ieis ré- 
mains undecided, until the old men meet. It igs 
ufual to offer a flave to each houfe that has loft a 
friend, giving the preference according to the great- 
nefs of the lofs. The perfon who has taken the 
captive attends him to the door of the cottage to 
which he is delivered, and with him gives a belt of 
wampitrn, to fhew that he has fulfilled thé purpofé 
of the expedition, in fupplying the lofs of a citizen. 
| They view the prefent which is made them for fomé 
time; and, according as they take a capricious 
liking or difpleafure to the countenance of the vic- 
tim, or ih proportion to their natural barbarity, or 
their refentment for their loffes, they either receive 
_ him into the family, or fenténce him to death. If 
the latter, they throw away the belt with indigna- 
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tion. ‘Then it is no longer in the power of any one 
to fave him. The nation is affembled, a fcaffold is 
saifed, and the prifoner tied to theframe, who opens 
his death-fong, and prepares for the enfuing fcene 
of cruelty with the moft undaunted courage. On 
the other fide, they prepare to put it to the utmoft 
proof, with every torment which the mind of man, 
ingenious in mifchief, can invent. They begin at 
the extremities of his body,and gradually approach 
the trunk. One plucks out his nails by the roots, 
one by one: another takes a finger in his mouth, 
and tears off the flefh with his teeth; a third 
thrufts the finger, mangled as it is, into the hole 
of a pipe made red hot, which he {moaks like to- 
bacco. Then they pound his toes and fingers to 
pieces between two ftones; they cut circles about 
his joints, and gafhes in the flefhy part of his limbs, 
which they fear immediately with red-hot irons, 
cutting and fearing alternately ; they pull off this 
flefh thus mangled and roafted, bit by bit, devour- 
ing it with greedinefs, and befmearing their faces 
with the blood, in an enthufiafm of horror and fury. 
When they have thus torn off the fefh, they twift 
the bare nerves and tendons about an iron, tearing 
and {napping them ; while others are employed in 
pulling and extending the limbs themfelves, in 
every way that can increaie the torment. Thiscon- 
tinues often five or fix hours together. Then they 
frequently unbind him, to give a breathing to their 
fury, to invent new torments, and to refrefh the 
firength of the fufferer, who, wearied out with 
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fuch a variety of inhuman torments, often falls im- 
mediately into fo profound a fleep, that they are 
obliged to apply fire to awaken him, 0 renew 
his fufferings. 

Fe is again faftened to the frame, and again 
they renew their cruelty. ‘They ftick him all over 
with fmall matches of wood that eafily takes fire, 
but burns flowly ; they continually run fharp reeds 
into every part of his body; they drag out his 
teeth with pincers, and thruft out his eyes; and, 
laftly, after having burned his flefh from the bones 
with flow fires, after having fo mangled the body 
that it is all but one wound, after having muti- 
dated his face in fuch a manner as to carry no- 
thing human in it, after having peeled the fkin 
from the head, and poured a heap of red-hot 
coals or boiling water on the naked fkull, they 
once more unbind the wretch, who, blind and 
-ftageering with pain and weaknels, affaulted and 
pelted on every fide with clubs and ftones, now 
up, now down, falling into their fires at every ftep, 
runs hither and thither, until one of the chiefs, 
whether out of compaffion, or weary of cruelty, 
puts an end to his life with a club or dagger, The 
body is then put into the kettle, and this barbarous 
employment is fucceeded by a feaft as barbarous, 
and the following night is {pent in rejoicings. But 
if none of the byeftanders are inclinable to lengthen 
out his torments, he is either fhot to death with 
arrows, or inclofed with dry bark, to which they fet 
fire; and in the evening, they run from cabbin to 
cabbin, and ftrike with {mall twigs their furniture, 
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the walls and roofs of their cabbins, to prevent hig 
jpirit from remaining there, to take vengeance for 
the evils inflicted on his body. 

The women, forgetting the human as well as fe- 
male nature, act their parts, and even outdo the 
men, in this fcene of horror. The principal per- 
fons of the country fit round the frame, fmoaking 
and looking on, without the leaft emotion, What 
is moft extraordinary, the fufferer himfelf, in the 
little intervals of his torments, {moaks too, appears 
unconcerned, and converfes with his torturers about 
indifferent matters. Indeed, during the whole 
time of his execution, there feems a conteft be- 
tween him and them which fhall exceed, they in 
inflicting the moft horrid pains, or he in enduring 
them, with a conftancy and firmnefs almoft above 
human. Not a groan, not a figh, not a diftortion — 
of countenance, efcapes him ; he poffeffes his mind 
entirely in the midft of his torments ; he recounts 
his own exploits, informs them what cruelties he 
has inflicted on their countrymen, and threatens 
them w:th the revenge that will attend his death : 
and, though his reproaches exafperate them to a 
perfect madnefs of rage and fury, he continues his 
reproaches, even of their ignorance in the art of 
tormenting ; pointing out himfelf the more ex- 
quifite methods, and more fenfible parts of the bo- 
dy. The women have this part of courage. as 
well as the men; and itis as rare for an Indian 
to behave otherwife, as it would be for an European 
to fuffer as an Indian. 


The 
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The prifoners who have the happinefs to pleafe 
thofe to whom they are offered, are immediately 
adopted into the family, are accepted in the place 
of the loft father, fon, or hufband, and have no 
other mark of their captivity, but that they are not | 
fuffered to return to their own nation. Toattempt 
this would be certain death. The principal pur- 
pofe of the war is to recruit in this manner ; for 
which reafon a general who lofes many men, though 
he fhould conquer, is little better than difgraced at 
home. They therefore never chufe to attack but 
with a very undoubted fuperiority. 

But if they have been unfuccefsful, things 
wear a quite different face, they then enter 
the village without ceremony by day, with grief 
and melancholy in their countenances, keeping 
a profound filence; or if they have fuftained 
any lofs, they enter in the evening, giving the 
death whoop, and naming thofe they. have loft, 
either by ficknefs or the enemy. The. village 
being affembled, they fit down with their heads— 
covered, and all weep together, without fpeak- 
ing a fingle word, for fome confiderable time. 
When this filence is over, they lament aloud for 
their companions, and every thing wears the face 
of mourning for feveral days. | 

The fcalps, which they value fo much, are the 
trophies of their bravery; with thefe they adorn 
their houfes, which are efteemed in proportion 
as this fort of fpoils is more numerous. They 
have folemn days appointed, upon which the young ~ 
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men gain a new name, or title of honour, from 
their head-men ; and thefe titles are given accord- 
ing to the qualities of the perfon, and ‘his per- 
formiekoer of which thefe fcalps are the evidence, 
This is all the reward they receive for the dangers 
of the war.. 

Such, in general, are the manners and cuftoms of 
the Six Nations, which in the main agree with 
thofe of all the North-Amerian Indians: tho’ every 
tribe has fomething peculiar to itfelf. Among 
the Hurons and Natchez, the dignity of chief is 
hereditary, and the fucceffion is in the female line ; 
and in cafe this whole line fhould be extin@, the 
moft noble matron of the tribe makes choice of 
any one fhe pleafes for a chief, If the perion who 
fucceeds is not arrived to years fufficient to take the 
charge of the government, a regent is appointed, 
who has the whole authority, but acts in the name 
of the minor. 

The Delawares and Shawanees are remarkable 
for their deceit and perfidy, paving little or no re- 
eard to their moft folemn engagements. 

The Twightees and Yeahtanees, on the banks of 
the river St. Jofeph, that flows into Lake Me- 
chigan, are remarkably mild and fedate, and feem 
to have fubdued their paffions beyond any other 
Indians on the continent. They have always been 
fleady friends to the Englifh, and might, no 
doubt, be made very ufeful fubjects, if proper 
fteps were taken to civilize them. 

The 
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The Cherokees are governed by feveral fachems 

or chiefs, elected by the different villages. The 

Creeks and Chaétaws are ruled in the fame man- 

ner. The Chickefaws have a king, anda council 

_ for his affiftance, and are efteemed a brave people. 

_ They are generally at war with all the other 

Indians eaft of the Miffifippi: the Chactaws, 

Creeks, Cherokees, and the fouthern Indians, often. 
fight pitched battles with them, on the plains of 
their country: having horfes in plenty, they ride 

to the field of battle, and there difmount, where 
the women fight, as well as the men, If they are 

hard preffed. 

The Creeks and Cha¢ctaws punifh their women, 
when unfaithful to their hufbands, by cutting off 
their hair, which they will not fuffer to grow again 
till the corn is ripe the next feafon. The Chickefaws, 
their neighbours, are no-ways troubled with a fpirit 
of jealoufy ; and fay, itis beneath a man to fufpec& 
a woman’s fidelity. They are tall, well-fhaped, and 
handfome featured, efpecially the women, who in 
beauty far excel any other nation to the fouthward: 
but even thefe are furpaffed by the Huron women, 
upon Lake Erie, who are allowed to be the moft 
beautiful favages upon the continent. ‘They drefs 
much neater than any of the reft, and curioufly adorn 
their heads, necks, wrifts, &c. yet a jealous huf- 
band is very rare, either among the Hurons or 
Iroquois. 

The Ottawawas, or Souties, are lufty, fquare- — 
puilt, and ftrait-limbed. The women, fhort, eo 

an 
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and ordinary ; yet their hufbands are very prone 
to jealoufy, and cut off the tip of the fufpected 
wife’s nofe, that fhe may for ever after be dif- 
tincuifhed by a mark of infamy. 

The Indians on the lakes are generally at peace 
with one another, poffeffing an extenfive and fruit- 
ful country. They are formed into a fort of em- 
pire, and the emperor is elected from the eldeft 
tribe, which is that of the Ottawawas, fome of whom 
are fettled near Detroit, but the major part further 
weftward, towards the Miffiffippi. Ponteack is 
the prefent emperor, who has certainly the fatreft 
dominions, and greateft authority, of any Indian 
chief that has appeared on the continent fince our 
acquaintance with it. He not long fince formed 

a defign of uniting all the Indian nations under his 
~ authority; but mifcarried in the attempt. Were 
proper meafures taken, this chief might be render- 
ed very ferviceabie to the Britifh trade and fettle- 
ments in this country ; more extenfively fo, than 

any one that has ever been in alliance with us. 
~ In travelling northward from Montreal, towards 
the Ottawawas river, you meet with fome few vil- 
lages belonging to the Round-heads, fo called, 
from the fhape of their heads ; all poffible pains be- 
ing taken by their mothers to make them round 
in their infancy, this being efteemed a great 
beauty. 

The Efquimaux have been already defcribed, (Vol. 
J. p. 242.) Our acquaintance with the Sioux, 
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Nippiffones, and other northern Indians, is, as yet, 
but very flender. The Seguntacooks, or Abnaques, 
fettled in New-England, were formerly very nu- 
merous ; as were the Mimaux, in Nova-Scotia. Of 
the Penobfcots, Narigeewalks, St. John Indians, 
and many others to the eaft and ‘fouth of the 
Gulph of St. Laurence, there are now {carce any 
footiteps remaining, except a few families, dil- 
perfed up and down. 

_ There have been many conjectures concerning the 
origin of the different nations of Indians inAmerica ; 
it being taken for granted, that they are emigrants 
from {ome other country. But as the Indians are 
very folicitous and careful to hand down their bif= 
tory from father to fon, the account they give of 
themfelves feems moft deferving of credit. The 
Hurons, and fix confederated nations, and all the 
other tribes to the fouthward, except the Chicke- 
faws, agree, that they came from the fetting of the 
fun into thiscountry. The Chickefaws came from 
South-America, fince the Spaniards took pofleffion 
of it. The indians on the great lakes north of the 
river St. Laurence, and thofe between that river 
and the Bay of Fundy, and quite to Hiudfon’s Bay, 
northward, except the Efquimaux, affert, that they 
came from the northward. 
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REFLECTIons on the prefent State of the 
NortTH-AMERICAN COLONIES. 


’ 
Reat-Britain, a country of manufactures, with- 
out materials; a trading nation, without 
commodities to trade upon; and a maritime 
power, without either naval ftores or fufficient 
materials for fhip-building, could not fubfift long, 
as an independent ftate, without her colonies. 
We need only mention what happened in 1718, 
when the Swedes and Ruffians entered into a com- 
bination to deprive England of naval ftores; and 
would fuffer none to be exported out of their do- 
minions but in their own fhips, and at their own 
exorbitant prices, which muft foon have ruined the 
trade and navigation of this kingdom: but pro- 
per meafures being concerted for procuring thofe 
neceflary articles from the North-American colo- 
nies, they were immediately attended with the 
defired fuccefs ; and Great-Britain had not only 
a fufficient fupply for her own ufe, but a large fur- 
plus for exportation. This nation alfo ftands in 
as great need of many other as neceffary and ufe- 
ful articles, which are or might be as eafily obtain- 
ed from the colonies, 
_ From hence we Jearn the ufe of colonies, and the 
intent of fettling them; which is to fupply the 
mother-country with fuch commodities as fhe has 
not of her own, and by that means to purchafe 
their neceffaries from it. By that means, they 
would 
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would affift and fupport each other ; their connec- 
tion and dependence would be mutual and recipro- 
cal, and it is by fuch an eftablifhment alone, that 
Great-Britain can either reap the benefit of, or pre- 
ferve the allegiance of her colonies. Many, in- 
deed, think of nothing but keeping them in fub- 
jeGtion, by the rules and power of government ; 
but the firft thing to be confidered in governing 
any people whatever is, how they are to fubfitt un- 
der that government. So long as the colonies 
produce nothing wanting in England, they can ne- 
ver live under her government, without great com- 
plaints on both fides : they cannot then vend their 
products in the mother-country, and muft depend 
on other powers for the chief part of their fupport, 
or manufacture their own commodities. 

But colonies, as has been obferved, fhould live 
merely by agriculture, without either manufac- 
tures or trade, except what is confined to their mo- 
ther country. To maintaina number of people 
merely by the produce of lands, requires ten times 
more land than many would allow them, while the 
North-American colonies are confined by chains of 
barren mountains, to a very narrow flip of land 
along the fea-coaft. It is found from daily expe- 
rience in the tobacco-colonies, where they have hi- 
therto fubfifted in that manner, that a planter 
fhould have forty or fifty acres of land for every la- 
bourer: where they are reduced to lefs, they are 
foon obliged to leave off that manner of living; 


that quantity of land is required not only to pro- 
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duce their ftaple commodities, and to fupply thetif 
with frefh lands as they wear out, ‘but to afford a 
large range for their ftock, which fhould in a man- 
ner maintain themfelves, while the people beftow 
their time and labour upon their ftaple commo- 
dities for Britain, otherwife they cannot live by 
them. But it appears, from a particular mquiry 
into the number of people and quantity of land, 
‘that in many of thefe colonies they have but tent 
or twelve acres a-head, in others not above 
twenty ; and not a fufficient quantity in any of 
them, to live merely by making tobacco, hemp, or 
flax, if it be not in the fouthern or rice-colonies, 
where the Jand will neither breed people, nor pro- 
duce any thing. Butif the colonies thus want land 
to fubfift by their agriculture at prefent, that is, 
to live by a dependance on theit mother-country, 
what can we expect from them in twenty or thirty 
years, when their numbers may be double! It wilk 
then be as impracticable for them to purchafe their 
manufactures from their mother-country, as it 
would be for Britain to purchafe all the manufac- 
tures fhe ufes, without making of felling any. To 
confine them then to their prefent bounds, is to 
oblige them to become independent of their mo- 
ther-country, whether they will or not, And this 
is the more to be regarded, as the people in the co- 
Jonies muft increafe and multiply much fafter than 
they do here; fince they live almoft entirely by 
their agriculture, the only fource of population in 
any part of the world, 

All 
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All this abundantly appears, from a due account 
of the colonies, of the foil and climate of North- 
America, and of what they produce, or may be fit 
to yield for the benefit of the nation; of which 
we can only here give a general view, from which it 
will appear, that thefe colonies can never fubfift by 
that dependance upon her, by the prefent ftate of 
their agriculture. It is expected, they fhould do 
this by means of tobacco, indigo, hemp, and flax, 
which are the moft unfuitable to their foil, and the 
two laft to the climate, of any thing almoft that. 
crows. Thefe commodities require the very bett 
and richeft lands, whereas their lands are very poor 
and mean. Tobacco is one of thofe rank and poi- 
fonous weeds which only grow on rotten foils and 
dunghills, fuch as frefh wood-lands, and will not 
thrive on any others. To make tobacco, indigo, 
hemp, or flax, efpecially on their lands, requires 
more manure than can poffibly be had for them in 
the foil and climate of North-America, which pro- 
duce little or no grafs. The length and feverity 
of the winters in the northern colonies, and the 
badnefs of the pafturage in the fouthern, render it 
impracticable to maintain ftocks of cattle fufficient 
to manure lands for thefe commodities, which their 
lands will not produce without great quantities of 
manure. Inthe northern colonies, they are obliged 
to expend their manure on their corn and grafs 
grounds, and have none to {pare for hemp and flax ; 
in the tobacco-colonies, that weed would require 
more manure than all the cattle and horfes in Eng- 
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Jand yield; and in the fouthern colonies, thei 
fcorching fands will not take manure, much lefs 
produce in perfection fuch commodities as thefe; 
which many think fhould be their ftaple. At the 
fame time, they are obliged to plant Indian corn, 
which, by its great fubftance, and fpreading root, 
exhaufts the earth as much as thefe their ftaple 
commodities. Thus their lands do not produce 
above a third part what they did formerly, when 
they were frefh and fertile; while the people are 
twice or thrice as numerous, and require the 
produce of their lands for their own ufe, inftead 
of being able to pay taxes, or even to purchale ab- 
folute neceflaries. 

Hence in the colonies, corn is three or four 
times as dear as it was only twenty years ago. The 
confequence of this is, it-not only renders them un- 
able to plant any thing for Britain, before the ne- 
ceffaries of life; but as tobacco, hemp, and flax 
exhauft their corn and grafs grounds, they hinder 
the people to raife ftocks of cattle, either for their 
fubfiftence, or to manure their lands for thefe 
crops, and oblige them to keep ftocks of fheep ; 
thereby fupplying them with the materials both of 
their hempen, linen, and woollen manufactures ; 
while they obftruét the growing of other com- 
modities to purchafe thefe their neceflaries from 
Britain. 

This ftate of the colonies is more to be regard- 
ed, as their paftures will not maintain large cattle, 
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and are only fit to feed fheep and goats, on which 
they muft fubfift, as people do in the like foil and 
climate in all parts of the world. Their wool is 
likewife better than the Englith, at leaft in the 
fouthern colonies; it is of the fame kind with the 
Spanifh wool, or curled and frizzled like that, and 
might be rendered as fine by the fame manage- 
ment. Sheep likewife maintain themfelves, in 
thefe fouthern colonies, throughout the whole year, 
without coft or trouble. Thus by the ftep which 
the colonies have lately taken, to raife all the theep | 
they can, they will foon have plenty of wool. With 
this they have already made cloth worth twelve 
fhillings a yard, which is as good as any made of © 
Enolifh wool. Some of their wool has been fent 
to England, where it fold for the price of the bett ; 
although this was from a common tobacco planta- 
tion, where no care had been takenof it. This 
‘may perhaps be looked upon by fome as a lofs to 
England ; but if the would ftudy to make a right 
and proper ufe of her colonies, might be of more 
fervice to her than any one thing they are ca- 
pable of producing. They have already wool 
enough, which is as fit for their ufe as if it were 
finer ; andthe only way to hinder them to manu- 
facture it, is to improve it fo as to make ir fit to 
fend to England, and to fupp!y the place of Spanith 
wool ; and if that were rightly fet about, it might 
be eafily done. | 

Jn order to prevent this ftate of the colonies, and 
to fupply them with a proper ftaple commodity for 

Vor. IH. C's Britain, 
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Britain, nothing feems to be thought of but hemp 
and flax ; but it fhews a great want of knowledge 
to endeavour to improve lands with hemp and flax, 
which are worn out with Indian corn and tobacco. 
They are obliged to leave off planting tobac- 
co, becaufe it requires manure once in three or 
four years ; but hemp and flax require it every 
year. Jt is contrary both to reafon and expe- 
rience, to expedl to get hemp and flax, which 
require a ftrong, rich, and moift foil in a cool 
climate, from the light, fandy, and parched 
foil of North-America. They are as improper 
for thefe fingular and peculiar climates, as for 
the foil. ‘The proper climate for hemp and flax 
is from the middle of France to the middle of 
Ruffia, that is, from the 45th to the 6oth degree 
of latitude, which in North-America extends from 
Montreal to the northern parts of Hudifon’s Bay, 
where we have neither foil nor climate fit to pro- 
duce any thing. If we would plant hemp and flax 
to the fouthward of this latitude, in which all our 
colonies lie, they fhould be fown in winter, like 
wheat, that they may, in like manner, get ftrength 
and fubftance before the heats of fummer come 
on: this is the practice in fowing hemp and flax 
from the fouthern parts of France to Egypt; but 
in North-America, on account of the long and 
hard winters, and late and backward fprings, hemp 
and flax cannot be fown in the proper feafon for 
them any where to the northward of Carolina, 
where the poor fandy foil is improper for thefe 
pe Se 3 ha crops. 
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crops. For this reafon, they fow hemp and flax in 
their {wamps, which are only the wafhings of the 
fand-banks which furround them ; in which hemp 
will fhoot up to a great height, it is true, but is 
as weak as the water it grows in. Hence, though 
they have hada bounty on hemp and flax in North- 
America fince the year 1693, which has been 
renewed from time to time, and they have as often 
tried to make thefe commodities, trey could never 
produce fuch quantities as to ferve for a ftaple com- 
modity to fend to Britain; but, on the contrary, 
~are obliged to import confiderable quantities for 
their own ufe. 

Since their lands will not produce thofe commo- 
dities which require a rich and fertile foil, it is pro- 
pofed to plant them with cotton, which grows in 
the greateft plenty and perfection in all our colonies, 
from Maryland to South-Carolina and Georgia, 
and might even be made in the northern colonies, 
as it is in Ruffia, if they had the right fort. Cot- 
ton is as common, and as generally manufactured in 
many of them, as wool isin England. Thus it is 
as neceffary to get cotton from thefe colonies, to 
prevent their manufactures, as to fupply thofe of 
England. But cotton is a commodity of very 
{mall value, and a poor ftaple for any one colony, 
and much more for fo many: although the nation 
wants one million eight hundred thoufand pounds 
weight of cotton a-year, yet at a fhilling a pound, 
it is worth but ninety thoufand pounds ; and if 
ad were to make it in any quantities, it would foon 
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fall to its ufual price of nine-pence, and would not 
clear them above fifty thoufand pounds a-year, 
which is not fix-pence a-head for all the people in 
North-America. It is for this reafon that they are 
obliged to manufacture their cotton; and we can 
never expect to get either that, or hemp and flax, 
from them, till they have many other commo- 
ditiés, that may enable them to live, and purchafe 
their neceffaries with thefe. 

The next commodity propofed for the ftaple 
of the colonies is indigo, which thrives but very 
indifferently either in the foil or climate. Indigo, 
like tobacco, not only exhaufts the fubftance of the 
earth, but requires the very beft and richeft lands, 
and fuch as have a natural moifture in them: 
whereas the lands in our fouthern colonies are 
extremely poor and fandy ; and have a barren dry- 
nefs in them, which renders them very unfit to 
produce fuch a crop as this to any manner of ad- 
vantage. Indigo is planted by the French on the 
frefh wood-lands of St. Domingo, which are too 
rich and moift even for fugar, to exhauft their 
Juxuriant fertility, in order to render them fit for 
other crops, ° They likewife cut it every fix weeks, - 
or eight times in a-year, and for two years to- 

ether ; whereas, in Carolina it 1s cut but thrice, 
and as the land has not fubftance and moifture to 
make it fhoot after cutting, and the fummers are 
too fhort, the third cutting is but of little value, 
as even the fecond is in Virginia. The French and 
Spaniards make great quantities of indigo, worth 
eight 
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sah and ten fhillings a pound; but the little we 
take in Carolina is not, upon an average, worth 
above two fhillings, and a great deal has been fold 
for a fhilling, and lefs. This is therefore far from 
being fo rich and valuable a commodity in North- 
America, as many imagine; although it is of great 
fervice in the rice colonies, and helps them to keep 
up their plantations, by making a {mall quantity 
of indigo with their rice; and on fome few {pots 
of better lands, turns to more account, 

From this brief account of thefe commodities, it 
muft appear, that they can never be the general 
and lafting ftaple of any colony we have in all 
North-America; which would be ftiil much more 
evident, if at the fame time we confider the (tate of 
their agriculture, in other more neceffary and ef- 
fential articles, the neceflaries of life. Wherever 
they have planted thefe commodities, their lands 
are fo exhauited by them, that they will hardly 
produce the bare neceffaries of life, and much lefs 
fuch exhautting weeds.as thefe. Itis for this rea- 
fon, that moft of our tobacco plantations are broke 
up; the people have been obliged to quit them 
many years ago, after all their holes and improve- 
ments upon them, and retire to the mountains, 
where they find fome frefh lands fit to produce that 

commodity, which are the fupport of the tobacco 
trade: but thefe will in a fhort time be worn out, 
as the reft have been; and when that happens, 
there muft he an end of the tobacco trade, without 
a Apply of: refh lands fit to produce that exhautt- 
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ing weed, as well as to maintain cattle to manure 
them, with convenient ports, and an inland naviga- 
tion, to fhip off fuch a grofs and bulky commodity ; 
of which there are none in all the Britifh dominions 
in North-America, but the rich lands onthe Mif- 
fifippi and Ohio. Befides, light and fandy lands, 
in hot climates, never bear good gra!s, and much 
lefs in North-America ; where they are generally 
covered with pines, which deftroy what little grafs 
the earth might otherwife produce, and render every 
thing that grows upon it fo four, that no cattle will 
tafte it, unlefs they are reduced to their laft fhift. 
In a pine-barren, there is not a blade of grafs to be 
feen; and it is at the beft but very fcarce in all our 
fouthern colonies. Their paftures are covered with 
a tall rank weed, more like bent than pafture- 
grafs; which is forank, hard, anddry, that they 
make their brooms of it. Such is the produce of 
their ftrongeft and beft lands. As for the poor and 
fandy foils, which make nine-tenths of the whole in 
our fouthern colonies, they are thinly covered with 
a {mall fort of this grafs, and do not afford a bite 
for a beaft for miles together. Their low grounds 
and marfhes again are covered with nothing but 
reeds, rufhes, and flags, which are their meadow- 
grounds that fhould fupply the want of grafs on 
their uplands. The hay they mow is nothing but 
the three-fquare rufh, unlefs it is raifed by art, at 
a greater expence than it is worth. 

A foil and climate which produce fo little 


grafs can never abound in corn, which requires 
the 
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the fame foil. Lands which abound with one, 
are always fruitful in the other, & vice ver/a. 
Such lands, therefore, are as improper for wheat, 
which requires a ftrong loamy foil, that is fome- 
what moift, as they are for hemp and flax, efpe- 
cially in a hot climate. Wheat thrives in this 
part of the world from Egypt to the middle of 
Ruftia, for thirty degrees of latitude ; whereas in 
North-America, its erowth is hints confined to 
feven degrees, and it cannot be faid to thrive well 
but within four degrees, from New-York to the 
fouthern parts of Virginia, or from the 4ift to 
the 37th degree of laticude. It was but very 
lately fince they have fown fome wheat in the 
inland parts of South-Carolina, with uncertain 
fuccefs: they never had a grain to the fouth- 
ward of the middle of North-Carolina; and to 
the northward of New-England, they have none 
but the French bled marfais. In the northern 
parts wheat is conftantly fubjeé to a blaft, or fmut, 
and in the fouthern to the ruft. At the beft, the 
grain is fo fmall, that it yields at leaft a third lef§ 
.than the lands do in England. Hence they are 
obliged to quit their plantations as faft as they 
wear out, and to fpread over a whole continent, 
in order to get a few patches of tobacco, or 
fields of Indian corn. And it is for thefe reafons, 
that corn has. become fo dear in the colonies, and 
more valuable to make than any thing for Britain ; 
a certain fign, that they either want to extend their 

Ce“ fet- 
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fettlements, or to alter their ftaple commodities, if 
not both. , 

Since the acquifitions of Canada and Florida, 
indeed, the Britifh dominions are fo much en- 
larged, that no one feems to imagine, that the co- 
lonies can want land: and yet it is very certain,. 
they have juft lands enough to fupply themfelves 
and their manufacturers ; but they hardly produce 
any thing that will ferve to purchafe manufac- 
tures from Britain. Thus Britain, by the procla- 
mation of October 7th, 1763, confines her colonies 
to bounds, in which they muft necefiarily interfere 
with her; and excludes them from all thofe territo- 
ries which might be of fervice to her, and would 
keep them from falling into the ftate that we have 
reprefented. This muft evidently appear to all who 
are acquainted with the countries which our colo- 
nies poffefs in North-America, with the nature of 
the foil and climate, or with their agriculture and 
{flaple commodities ; but as thefe are fo little un- 
derftood, they require a more particular confidera- 
tion. Now all the colonies on the continent make 
three different countries, the ftate of which, with 
regard to their {taple commodities, is in brief as 
follows : 

' THe northern colonies produce nothing want- 
ed in Britain, and are entirely unfit for that pur- 
pofe ; as appears from one hundred and fifty years 
experience. The length and feverity of the win- 
ters, the late and backward {prings, and fhortnefs 
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of the fummer feafon, are unavoidable obftacles 
to all fuch improvements in agriculture, 

In Canada and Nova-Scotia, the fnow lies 
fix feet deep for fix months in the year; and 
they have hard frofts and fnows for a month 
or fix weeks before this fevere feafon, which they 
call winter: their winters are eight or nine months 
long, and they have little or no {pring or autumn 
feafon. The fpring does not begin before the. 
month of June; and even in that month, our.peo- 
ple who refided at Ofwego, in the moft fouthern 
part of all Canada, obferved hard frofts, which 
deftroyed every thing, at that time of year; and. 
the like frofts, in the month of June, are fometimes. 
felt on the warmer fea-coafts of New-England, to 
the fouthward of that. Thefe frofts continue all 
over Canada during the whole fammer. When 
they have not thefe frofts, they are fubject to more 
pernicious cold winter fogs, which deftroy the 
fruits of the earth in the middl e of fummer, parti- 
cularly about the great lakes, and in Nova-Scotia, 
which is only the fea-coaft of Canada; and they are 
not entirely free from them in a great part of 
New-England and New-York. Such. countties 
mutt be very unfit for colonies, which fhould live 
merely ‘by their agriculture, or become a prejudice 
to their mother-country. 

Befides the climate, the beft and frefh aids. in 
all our northern colonies, which fhould produce 
ftaple commodities for Britain, are worn out by 
culture. They are obliged to expend their ma- 

nure 
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nure on their corn and grafs grounds ; their planta- 
tions are too fmall to make ftaple commodities ; 
and they have many populous towns, which con- 
fume the produce of the lands, that fhould be fent 
to Britain. Hence the produce of thefe colonies is 
only the overplus of the corn and provifions, which 
they make for their own ufe, and in a fhort time 
will be little or none at all, as the people increafe 
and multiply. There are nigh a million and an half 
of people in thefe northern colonies, in a country 
no larger than [reland, and not by a fourth part fo, 
fruitful, What then can they poffibly have to 
raife fterling cafh to pay taxes, when they have 
neither ftaple commodities from their agriculture, 
manufactures, nor a trade in them? Or, how canit 
be fuppofed, that they can ever purchafe their ne- 
ceffaries from Britain? Their only dependence is 
upon a trade to the Weft-Indies, the fifhery, or the 
fur-trade; the laft of which is very inconfiderable ; 
the firft has been long ago infufficient to maintain 
fuch a number of people, and is reduced to little 
or nothing by the great increafe of the people, the 
addition of more northern colonies, and by the 
fouthern engaging in it: and the fifhery is the 
ftaple of New-England, and fource of all their 
remittances to England, in which Nova-Scotia 
muft now interfere. If thefe things are confidered, 
it will be impoffible for the colonies to take al- 
moft any thing from Britain, or to have any con- 
neétion with her, when they become more populous, 

I unlefs 
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unlefs they extend their fettlements to the fouth- 
ward. 

The tobacco colonies enjoy a better foil and 
climate, and have by that means hitherto had a 
good ftaple commodity, which has been of more 
fervice to the nation than all the other products of 
North-America put together, fo long as their lands 
were freth and fertile ; but moft of them are worn 
out with that exhaufting weed, and will no longer 
bear it: they are then turned inte corn and pafture 
grounds, which produce nothing but corn, cattle, . 
and wool, as in the northern colonies; and we 
fhall foon want a fupply of lands for tobacco, as 
much as for any thing that North-America will 
produce. Thefe colonics likewife want fome other 
{taple as much as all the reft, 1f not more. — For- 
merly they made three hogfheads of tobacco a- 
head, where they cannot now make one, while the 
people are four times as-numerous. 

The next divifion contains the Gaither or 
rice-colonies, which make the great extent of the 
Britifh dominions on this fide of the Apalachian 
Mountains ; but it is the great misfortune of the 
nation, that this extenfive part of her dominions, 
which lies ina climate that might otherwife produce 
every thing we want from North-America, is as 
barren as it is unhealthful, and unfit to raife. any 
confiderable colonies. 

The whole fea-coaft of North- America, from the 
Bay of New-York to the Gulph of Mexico, is a 
low, flat, fandy beach ; ; the foil for a great diftance 

from 
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from it is fandy and barren ; the climate is very 
rainy, and as thefe rains have no drain from the 
land, but ftagnate all over a low flat country, they 
form innumerable fwamps and marfhes, which ren- 
der it very unhealthful. It is acommon opinion, 
that all this part of the continent, which ftretches 
into the ocean at a confiderable diftance from the reft, 
has been recovered from the fea, and is nothing but 
adrained marfh or fand-bank. Accordingly, in all 
this fpace, nothing is to be found, either on the 
furface or in the bowels of the earth, but beds of 
fea-fhells, in place of ftones, metals, and other mi- 
nerals. Many other caufes likewife confpire to 
render thefe fouthern coafts of North- America un- 
healthful; and as they are barren, and the heats 
fo fultry, that people are not able to undergo 
the toils of planters in them, they are abandoned 
almoft by all. Thefe fouthern colonies are from 
one hundred and fifty to two hundred miles broad, 
between the fea and mountains, of which about one 
half is thus low, flat, and unhealthful. 

Thus all thefe extenfive fouthern parts of North- 
America produce little or nothing, and the lands 
are hardly worth cultivating, if it be not in the 
unhealthful and deftructive fwamps and martfhes ; 
which they are obliged to be at the immenfe toil 
and fatigue of clearing, draining, and cultivating, 
at the rifk of their lives, in order to get rice to fup- 
ply the place of wheat, and to have pafturage on 
the low grounds, neither of which the uplands af- 

ford, 


IN AMERICA. 307 


ford *,. Out of an hundred and odd thoufand bar- 
rels of rice which they make in a year, Britain 
confumes but four thoufand; hence they want 
markets for this, as all our other colonies do for 
other forts of cora, which is become the chief 
produce of them all; they thereby interfere with 
one another, depreciate their ftaple, cannot vend 
any quantities of it, and are on thefe accounts una- 
ble to make remittances to Britain, to pay their 
debts, or to purchafe their neceffaries from hence, 
which obliges them to enter into manufactures. 
To fettle any more fuch colonies then as Florida, 
is only to ruin thefe, and the intereft of Britain in 
them; unlefs we get fome other ftaple for them, 
which the country will hardly admit of, if it be 
not filk, and that requires more hands than thefe 
unhealthful fea-coafts will breed. 

Thefe are the reafons why we have fo i people 
in our fouthern colonies, and are never likely to 
have any number by our prefent proceedings. We 
think of nothing but extending our fettlements ftill 
farther on thofe peftiferous fis coa{ts, even to the 
funken lagunes of Eaft-Florida, and the barren 
fands of Mobile and Penfacola; and to add more 
drains of people to the many we already have. 

None of the fouthern parts of that continent 
can ever be planted, without a very great lofs 
of people, but at the diftance of an hundred, 


* Sce a Defeription of South-Carolina in 1710. 
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or an hundred and fifty miles from the fea- 
coatt *. 

Befides ftaple commodities there is another more 
material point- to be confidered in the colonies, 
which is their great and daily increafe; and for 
which, unlefs we make provifion in time, they can 
never fubfift by a dependence on Britain. There 
are at prefent nigh three millions of people in them, 
who may in twenty or thirty years increafe to fix 
millions, as nvany as there are in England, if they 
have room in that continent to extend their bounds. 

It will indeed be very difficult for the people in 
the colonies to fubfift, or become very numerous, in 
the countries they now poffefs; but it will be as 
difficult, if not impracticable, to confine them to 
thofe bounds. So foon as planters want land they 
ftarve ; and to avoid that, people will do any thing. 
It is for this reafon, that although they are con- 
fined in their bounds by the proclamation of 
Oétober 7th, 1763, yet they pay no regard to 
it. Thus the ufe the nation has for new fettle- 
ments and acquifitions in North-America, is for 
the great increafe of the people who are already 


* The acute difeafes in thefe unhealthful parts of North- 
America generally turn to intermittents, which are not mor- 
tal, even in twenty months; but in a few months more bring 
on that cachexy, with an emaciated habit, a fwelled belly, and 
pale fallow complexion, which is the charatteriftic of the bad 
ftate of health in all the fouthern aud maritime parts of North- 
America ; after which acute difeafes are mortal, and chronic dif- 
eafes incurable, without a change of air and climate. 
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there, and to enable them to fubfift by a dependence 
upon her; which they can never do, unlefs they 
extend their fettlements. The teft therefore of all 
our acquifitions is, whether will the people in the 
colonies, who want Jands to make ftaple commo- 
dities for Britain, remove to them? It is only 
by this rule, that we can judge of the utility of 
any acquifitions or new fettlemenis to Britain. 
But will any planter in North-America remove 
either to Canada or Florida? Is it not obvious to 
every one, that fuch a removal would be from 
bad to worfe, if it may not perhaps be to get a 
rice plantation or two, in the deftructive {wamps 
and marfhes ? We already have but too many fuch 
poor and barren lands, and inhofpitable climates, 
and thefe are much worfe than what we had before. 
The only advantage of thefe acquifitions pro- 
ceeds from the expulfion of our enemies from 
them, and not from the fettling of colonies, for 
which they are totally unfit. By the reduction 
of Canada and Florida, the colonies have fuch a 
 fecurity from the enemy, by which they were 
before furrounded, that they may extend their 
fettlements with fafety, and cultivate thofe lands 
which may both enrich them and the whole na- 
tion: but of fuch lands, there are none either in 
Canada or Florida; and to exclude the colonies 
from all others, for the fake of thefe deferts, is to 
deprive the nation of all the advantages which 
might otherwife be reaped from the reduétion of 
them, and of the very object for which the nation 

engaged in fuch an expenfive war. 
The 
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The fruitful part of the Britifh dominions is di- 
vided into three different countries by the moun- 
tains, which run through the middle of them, from 
north to fouth ; and from their fouthern extremity, 
they run weft to the Miffifippi, forming two ridges, 
in fhape of the letter L. On the eaft fide of thefe 
mountains lie the territories pofieffed by our fouth- 
ern colonies ; on the weft are the territories of the 
“Ohio ; and on the fouth are what we call] the terri- 
tories of the Miffiffippi ; the two laft being divided 
from one another by the Weftern or Chickefaw 
mountains, which run through them from Caro- 
linato the Mififippi. Thus the fruitful parts of 
the Britifh dominions are divided into three, which 
we may call the eaft, weft, and fouth divifions ; 
each of which contains, at moft, about fifty thou- 
fand fquare miles of good and fertile land, and 
forms a country about the fize of England, in cli- 
mates that are fit to produce every thing the na- 
tion wants. | 

Now, it is the fouthern divifion which we ought 
to fettle in the firft place. This extends from the 
fea-coaft of Georgia to the Miffiffippi, and is bound- 
ed on the north by the Weftern or Chickefaw moun- 
tains, and on the fouth by the Gulph of Mexico: 
the whole of this country is about five hundred 
miles in length, from eaft to weft; and four de- 
grees of latitude, or two hundred and forty miles 
broad, of which one half, on the fea-coatt, is 
the barren defert of Florida above defcribed ; 
the reft is the fruitful pare of the country, which 

we 
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we would propofe to fettle. This makes about fixty 
thoufand fquare miles, of which we poffels about 
ten thoufand in Georgia and Carolina, and have fifty ° 
thoufand to fettle oe thence to the MiMiffippi. 
This country may be divided into two parts, 
the eaftern divifion in Carolina and Georgia, 
and the weftern on the Mififfippi; which would 
make two good colonies. The laft of thefe, 
known by the namejof the country of the N atches, 
on the Miffifippi, which extends from the ifland of 
New Orleans to the Chickefaw mountains, is well 
known to be by far the beft and moft fruitful coun- 
try in all thefe fouthern parts of North-America ; 
and extends from the Mififfippi to the river Couf- 
fa, which falls into the Bay. of Mobile; making a_ 
rich and fertile’ country, about two hundred miles 
{quare, which would perhaps produce more than all 
thefe fouthern parts of the continent put together, 
from hence to'Virginia. In all that diftance, we do 
‘not meet with a good and fruitful country of any 
extent, if it be not in the inland parts of North- 
Carolina, which is but very narrow, and_ has nei- 
ther a convenient water-carriage from it, nora good 
port belonging to it. The only other fruitful 
country in thefe fouthern parts of the continent, 
is in the inland parts of Georgia, on the heads of 
_ the rivers Alatamaha and St. Mary’s, with Flint 
_ iver adjoining ; which was recommended by the 
Spaniards as the moft proper place for a fettlement, 
after they had fearched the whole country, from 
the Cape of Florida to the Miffiffippi; and fome 
Vor. I. ee A peo- 
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pe 2ple who lived in the country, at the forks of the 
Alatamaha, have given us the fame account of it, 
and of the countries adjacent. 

If this country in Georgia was annexed to 
South-Carolina, as far as the river Chatahooche, 
it would foon be fettled, and would make that 
_a very refpectable colony on our fouthern fron- 
‘tiers, which would foon join to the other on 
the Miffifippi, and they might thereby fupport 
one another, without any charge to the nation *. 
It is well known, that Georgia was only feparated 
from Carolina to pleafe the Indians, who would 
not fuffer the Carolinians to fettle to the fouthward 
of the river, after their quarrel with them in the 
year 1715; but that is now rather a reafon for en- 
larging and ftrengthening that colony, which, in 
one 


* The only obftacle to this jun@tion of Carolina with the 
Mififfippi, proceeds from the Creek and Chattaw Indians, 
who lie in the way ; but that obftacle might be removed, 
by -proper management. We got poffeffion of Carolina by 
two powerful nations of Indians who held it engaging in 
war with one another; in which moft of them were extir- 
pated, and the reft afterwards fled to the peninfula of Flo- 
rida. If thefe Indians were fettled there again, they might be 
out of the way both of harm and mifchief, which they will ever 
be in where they are. A great part of them left that country, 
only in the year 1715, where they might get their living by fith- 
ing and hunting better than where they are, or nigh our planta- 
tions, which extirpate them. 

If thefe and all the other Indians in the Britith dominions, 
were atthe fame time deprived of fire-arms, we might be rid of 
all future trouble from them ; and that might now eafily be done, © 

" when 
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One hundred years, is hardly able to defend itfelf 
again{t its intef{tine foes, the negroes and Indians. 
This ftate it has been reduced to by difmembering 
it, and erecting a feparate colony, which has no 
people hardly in it to this day, and is not able to 
fupport its own government, notwithftanding the 
vait charges it has coft, amounting to two hundred 
thoufand pounds, at leaft, more than was ever be- 
fore expended on all the colonies we have. For 
thefe reafons, it is propofed to annex Georgia to 
South-Carolina, to which it properly belongs, 
and which it might ftrengthen; and, in lieu of 
this, North Carolina fhould be extended to Wi- 
neau, as that is the only port to all the inland and 
fruitful parts of that country, which hardly pro- 
duces any thing for want of fuch a port, although, 

in 


when they have none to fupply them. It is only by this 
‘means that their infurre@tions are to be prevented, and with 
more humanity than by endeavouring to extirpate them. If ever 
Florida is peopled and cultivated, it will only be by the Indians, 
who are a valt advantage to Spain, and might be rendered as 
ferviceable to Britain, inftead of a perpetual annoyance, by 
fupplying them with implements of hufbandry. | 
Another caufe of thefe infurrections of the Indians, proceeds 
from the banditti of Indian traders who go among them, and 
are worfe than the Indians themfelves. They are there out 
of reach of the law, and obferve no one law of Civil fo- 
ciety. -The fending of fuch people among the Indians begets 
that familiarity which gives them a contempt of the whole na- 
tion ; but by keeping them more in awe, and at a diftance, 
without fuch parley and talks with them, they would have a 
greater refpet for it. For thefe reafons, their trade fhould 
py jh Oe ee be 
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in point of fertility, it is of more value than all the 
reft of Carolina and Georgia put together. 

Now, if this were done, and ail the ftrageling 
and unprofitable fettlements of Canada, Nova- 
Scotia, Eaft and Weft. Florida, were united in one 
on the Miffiffippi, the nation might be rid of an 
enormous expence in ‘* defending, protecting, and 
fecuring them ;” they would fecure thefe more va- 
Juable parts of the Britifh dominions, and by be- 

ing united together might be able to defend them- 
felves ; the nation would thereby have lands for all 
the planters we have, inftead of obliging them to 
enter into manufactures for want of lands to culti- 
vate ; and we fhould thus have two good and pro- 
fitable colonies in the fouthern parts of America, 
which might fupply. the nation with the many 
valuable commodities that are fo much want- 
-ed, and would produce more for Britain than all 


be confined to one or two places, where juitice might be done, 
and good order preferved. For this purpofe, Olwego in the 
north, and Auguita in the fouth, would be fufiicient for all the 
Indian trade in North-America ; if it be not what New-England 
has fo well eftablithed and regulated in the eaft, by the fame 
means. If their trade were confined to thefe two places, the 
northern Indians would be drawn to Canada, and the great 
lakes, where the furs are to be had, and where they could only 
find a vent for them; and the fouthern Indians would find it as 
convenient to fettle in their former country of Viorida; by 
which the nation would reap the benefit of both thefe acquifi- 
tions, much better than by being at fuch an expence, both of 
men and money, to fettle and protect them; and the Indians 
would, at the fame time, leave all the fruitful parts here men- 
tioned for us to cultivate. 

4 our 
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our colonies in North-America. Had Carolina 
been a fruitful and healthful country, it would 
long ago have.been the moft confiderable and pro- 
fitable colony the nation has; and the only way 
to render both that country and Florida of fer- 
vice to the nation, is, to fettle the inland and 
weftern parts, which are as fruitful and healthful as 
the eaftern and maritime parts, to which we are 
confined, are the reverfe of both: and when thefe 
are peopled and fecured, it will be eafy to extend, 
our fettlements up the Miflifippi, and acrojis both. 
the Apalachian and Chickefaw mountains to the 
territories of the Ohio, by which we may fecure, 
people, and cultivate every part of the Britifh do- 
minions that can be of any fervice to the nation. . 


“FORDE IOK 


The Inland Parts of Louistana defcribed, 


HE whole country, from the ifland of New- 
Orleans to the rivers Ohio and Illinois, is the 
richeft and moft fruitful of any in the Britifh domi- 
nions, and extends upwards of a thoufand miles, 
containing more fruitful lands than are in all our 
colonies put together. There are no good lands 
in all North-America but upon the fides of rivers, 
and as the Miffiffippi is fo much larger than all the 
other rivers in that continent, the lands. upon it 
are as much more extenfive and fertile. This we 
are are affured of, by thofe who were fent from Vir- 
| Dd3 oinia, 
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ginia, in 1742, on purpofe to furvey thofe coun- 
tries, who reported, ‘* they faw more land on the 
Miffifippi, and its many large branches, than 
they judged was in all the Englifh colonies, as 
far as they are inhabited.” ‘The fame is confirm- 
ed by the French, who tell us from experience of 
them, ‘* the lands on both fides of the Miffiffippt 
are excellent for culture, and produce Indian corn, 
tobacco, indigo, &c. and all kinds of provifions, 
with little or no care or labour, and almoft without 
culture ; the foil being a black mould, of an ex- 
cellent quality *”. More particularly in the coun- 
try of the Natches above-mentioned, we are told 
by a planter of fixteen years experience in that 
country, the foil is a fertile mould, three feet deep 
on the hills, and five or fix feet deep in the vallies, 
with a {trong clayey foundation +; the like of which 
is certainly not to be feen any where elfe, in all 
thefe fouthern parts of North-America. Even 
the hill-fides are covered with canes, which in 
our colonies only grow in the deepeft and richeft 
{wamps, | | 

Such lands have a natural moifture in them, 
which is the very foil that both hemp, flax, and in- 
digo delight in; and thefe are the three firft com- 
modities that the nation wants from the colonies. 
Upon fuch lands, hemp and flax might be made in 
quantities, as a ftaple commodity, to fend to Bri- 
tain; whereas, on the poor iands in our colonies, 
and their {mall plantations, they can only make a 


* Du Mont, Memoires de la Louifiane, tom. 1. p. 16, 
4+ Da Pratz Hitt. Louifiana, tom. 1, p. 263. 
little 
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little for their own ufe. The one would be of the 
-greateft fervice, when the other. is a prejudice to 
the nation. The climate likewife is as fit for thefe | 
commodities. Here hemp and flax might be 

fown in winter, which is the only proper feafon for 
them in any part of North-America. This would 
afford time for making another crop in fummer, 
which fhould be indigo. Every labourer might 
cultivate two acres, or more, in hemp, and one 
or two in indigo, the produce of which would 
’ be worth from thirty to forty pounds a-year. 
This would enable them to purchafe negroes, 
and to enlarge the Britifh plantations, beyond 
what they are otherwife capable of. Such plant- 
ations would be more profitable than even fu- 
eat-colonies, and fupply the nation with more 
valuable and neceffary articles. A hundred thou- 
fand labourers, which might be eafily found in 
all our colonies, taken together, would at the 
rate of twenty pounds a head, make two millions 
a year; but fuppofe they make only one half of 
‘this, it is as much as all our colonies in North- 
America now produce. If we compare this with 
the barren deferts of Canada and Florida, what a 
wide difference is there ! 

By this means, the nation might get the trade, 
both of indigo, hemp, and flax, a fupply all Ru- 
rope with thofe commodities, as we now do with 
tobacco ; which laft thefe lands are fit to produce, 
in much greates plenty and perfection than any 
other part of North-America: and when our to-~ 


Dd4 bacco 
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bacco plantations are worn out, \ there are no lands 
to fupply their place in all the Britifh dominions, 
but thofe on the Miffifippi. There are three things 
néeceflary for a tobacco plantation ; to wit, rich and 
fertile lands, good patturage for maintaining ftocks 
of cattle for manure, and an inland navigation, 
with convenient ports, to fhip off fuch a grofs and 
bulky commodity from every plantation ; which 
three conveniences are only found in the tobacco 
plantations, and on the Miffifippi. Our tobacco 
' planters, therefore, may find others there, when 
their old plantations are worn out, as moft of 
them already are, and will all be in time. It is 
but five hundred miles, in a ftraight line, from 
the fea-coaft of Carolina and Georgia, which is no 
great way to go for good lands in North-America. 
Thus we fee, thatthe territories of the Ohio and 
-Miffifippi are very fit to produce tobacco, indigo, 
hemp, and flax, which are the grand ftaple com- 
’ modities of North-America; and it is to produce 
thefe, that lands are wanted there. Thefe are like- 
wife the proper crops for frefh wood-lands, or new 
fettlements. Land§ which will not produce thefe 
at firft, are not worth poffeffing. Ina few years 
they are worn out, and will hardly yield the necef- 
‘faries of life. Itis for this reafon, that on our poor 
plantations, frefh lands will always be wanted for 
thefe commodities, which no other part of the Bri- 
tifh dominions will produce. Here likewife planters 
have the necefflaries of life, with little or no coft or 
labour, which is as neceffary to make f{taple commo- 
dities 
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dities for Britain. The paftures are covered with green 
erafs knee-high, the like of which is not to be feen in 
any other part of North-America.; fuch lands yield 
three and fourfcore bufhels of corn to an acre, and 
the cattle maintain themfelves the whole year, with- 
out the charge of feeding them *. Hence the 
country abounds with wild kine, a large creature, 
like an ox, with a fleece like a fheep, the wool, 
: hides, and tallow of which are of great value; but 
in our colonies the pafturage is fo poor, that there 
are none to be feen. 

At the fame time, thefe countries are as health- 
ful as they are fruitful. The whole country above 
the ifland of New-Orleans to the river Ohio, is high, 
dry, and hilly, refrefhed with cooling breezes from 
the adjacent mountains, which affuage the heat of 
the climate, and render it healthful: The banks 
of the Miffiffippi, on the eaft fide, are from one 
hundred to two and three hundred feet high, with- 
outa marfh near them. It is likewife obferved, 
throughout all thefe countries on the Miffiffippi, 
that it feldom rains. The Apalachian mountains 
intercept the clouds brought up from the ocean. 
How different this, from the low, flat, fandy, 
marfhy and rainy fea-coafts of all our fouthern co- 
lonies.. If the nation would people the fouthern 
parts of North-America, or expect any indemnity 
for her expences in the late war, it can only be ob- 
tained from thefe countries, which were the imme- 
diate objects of the war. 


* See Du Pratz, ibid. 
When 
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When thefe lands are cleared, and exhaufted 
with tobacco, indigo, hemp, and flax, they will 
produce filk, cotton, wine and oil, for ever, which 
are the great commodities that this nation wants. 
It is f{uch commodities as thefe that we fhould call 
acquifitions : thefe are the proper produce of North- 
America, and render colonies there fo beneficial to 
Britain, but of much lefs confequence either to 
France or Spain. They make thefe commodities 
at home, and would be lofers by making them in 
North-America. Colonies there, whofe ftaple muft 
foon be filk, wine, and oil, could not depend upon 
France or Spain: hence, it is the greateft folly in 
them, to endeavour to raife colonies in North-Ame- 
rica; fuch a falfe policy can only be equalled 
by Britain’s confining her colonies to countries 
whofe ftaple is corn and wool. The ifland of 
Hifpaniola is of more fervice to France than North- 
America ; and if we aré excluded from the Miffif- 
fippi, Britain will lofe by her fucceffes, what France 
has gained by her defeats—profitable colonies in 
America. 
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. The true Means of improving the NorTu- 
AMERICAN CoLonlies. 


ch FLE fingular and peculiar climate of North- 
America hardly agrees with any one thing that 
is commonly propofed to be planted in it, and the 

foil 
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foil is as unfuitable to many others. The pro- 
ductions of Furope -are there either deftroyed by 
the long and intenfe colds in the north, or burnt 
up by the fun in the fouth, efpecially on their 
fcorching fands. Hence there is hardly any of 
them that will thrive in our colonies, as the ftaple 
_ of a country ought to do: the caufes of this would 
abundantly appear from a due account of, the cli- 
mate of North-America. From certain obferva- 
‘tions in both Europe and America, for thirty years 
together, we are well affured, that there is a differ- 
ence of at leaft fourteen or fifteen degrees of lati- 
tude between the refpective climates in thefe two 
continents; it being fo much colder there than 
here *, confequently, we can expect nothing to grow 

there 


* This coldnefs of the climate; which ‘is felt all over North- 

America, appears to proceed, chiefly and principally, from the 

three following caufes, befides others which confpire with them, 
particularly Pe nature of the foil. 

I. America extends farther north than any other part of the 
world, and by that means is fo much colder. Europe is fur- 
rounded by the warmer ocean, which is always open; Afia, by 
an icy fea, (the mare glaciale) ; and America by a frozen conti- 
nent, which occafions the diverfity of climates in thefe three 
continents. : 

II, That continent, which is thus extenfive in the northern 
parts, is one entire groupe of high mountains, covered with 
fnow, orrather with ice, throughout the whole year. Thefe 
mountains rife in the moft northern parts of the continent that 
have been difcovered in Baffin’s Bay, and {pread all over it to 
WNew-England. Hence the coaft of Labrador is the higheft 
of any in the world, and may be defcried at the diftance of for- 
. ty leagues ; and in the weftern parts, difovered by the Ruf- 

fians, 
2 ) 
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there as it does here. It is for this reafon, that the 
nation is difappointed, and every one is fo much de- 
ceived about North-America. _ 

In fuch fingular climates, few or no products of 
the earth will thrive, as the ftaple of a country 
fhould do, but the natural productions of the foil 
and climate; and we muft plant and improve 
thefe, tf we would have proper ftaple commodi- 
ties for our colonies, of which many might be 
found. Of this we have a remarkable inftance, in 
the very firft commodities the nation wants from 
North-America, which are hemp and flax: the 
European hemp or flax neither agrees with the foil 
or chmate ; but you may there have at leaft five 
or fix forts of thefe commodities, which are natural 

to 


fians, they tell us, “* the country had terrible high mountains, 
covered with fnow in the month of July.” . This was in latitude 
58 degrees, and the country to the fouthward of that, in 4o 
degrees, is by the Spaniards called ferras nevados, {nowy 
mountains. So a ridge of mountains rife at Cape Tour- 
mente, by Quebec, and run four or five hundred leagues, form- 
ing the greateft ridge-of mountains in the univerfe, which 
{pread over all the northern parts of the continent. Thefe are 
what we call the Northern fhowy mountains. 

Itl. All the countries which lie within the verge of thefe 
mountains, or north of New-England, are perpetually involved 
in froits, fnows, or thick fogs; and the colds which are felt in 
the fouth, proceed from thefe frozen regions in the north, by 
violent north-weft winds. Thefe are the peculiar winds of 
that continent, and blow with a fury which no wind exceeds. 
It appears from many obfervations, that they blow quite acrofs 
the Atlantic Ocean to Europe. ‘The great Jakes of Canada, 
which are inland feas, extending north-weft for twelve or 

thirteen 
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to both. You may find much better and ftronger 
hemp there, on the mereft barren fands, than the 
richeft lands in Europe will produce. It is from 
fuch a production of their colonies, which is as 
common in them as hemp or flax are in Europe, 
and as generally manufactured, that the Spaniards 
make many manufactures preferable to any of the 
kind that we have feen; they have three or four 
different forts of it, and we might have five or fix 
more forts from our colonies, as well as many 
other valuable commodities. But they have been 
at the pains to explore the productions of their 
plantations, and by that means get fo many valua- 
ble returns from them, which we have entirely neg- 
le€ted, and thereby get fo little from ours. We 
do not ufe any productions of the country, and 
others will not thrive init. Theonly rule we feem 
to 


thirteen hundred miles, give force and direGtion to thefe winds, 
which blow from the northern frozen regions, and bring the 
climate of Hudfon’s Bay to the moft fouthern parts of that con- 
tinent, whenever they blow for any time. 

Many imagine, that thefe colds proceed from the fnows lying 
in the woods ; but that is the effet, and not the caufe of the 
cold. They’who attribute this to the woods do not diftinguifh 
between wet and cold, or the damps of wood-lands and frofts, 
which are very different things. ‘Thefe colds are fo far from 
being occafioned by the woods, that one half of that continent, 
which is the coldeft, and from which they proceed, has not a 
wood in it; andis fo barren, that it does not bear a tree ora 
bufh. It is from this want of woods in the northern parts, and 
the great lakes, that thefe furious winds proceed ; which are 
very much abated by the woods. In the woods, thefe cold 

winds 


¢ 
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to have for improving our colonies, is to make 
fuch commodities in them as the merchants and 
ttradefmen want, whether they will produce them 
or not. 

The ftaple commodities commonly propofed for 
the colonies will not maintain them, and for that 
reafon they areobliged to manufacture them. To 
maintain fuch a number of people, and whole 
countries, by fuch employments, they fhould have 
a variety and number of them, and fuch as are more 
profitable. By doing things only by halves, we 
obftruct the defign altogether. We fhould either 
promote thefe defigns to fome purpofe, or let them 
alone. Every thing that has been done in them, 
to promote the intereft of Britain, has only ferved 
to eftablith the manufactures of the colonies, from 
the making of iron, to hemp and flax. Unlefs they 

| have 


winds may be endured ; but in the open fields, they are infuf- 
ferable either to man or beaft, and that even in our fouthern 
colonies. Hence, if all the woods in that continent were clear- 
ed, Canada and Nova-Scotia would be as uninhabitable as Hud- 
fon’s Bay, our northern colonies as cold as Canada, and the ad- 
jacent fouthern colonies in the fituation of the northern. Let 
us not deceive ourfelves, therefore, with the vain hopes of mend- 
ing nature, and abating the rigor of thefe inhofpitable climes ; 
that is not to be done, but by cutting off, at leaft, twenty de- 
gre@ of that continent in the north, and levelling the innume- 
rable fnowy mountains. 

No part of the world can be compared to this in point of cli- 
mate but the eaftern parts of Afia, which are almoft contiguous 
to America in the north, and are expofed to the like cold winds 
from the continent. Hence it appears, from comparing many 

obferva- 
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have fome other more valuable commodities, they 
can never fend thefe to Britain. 

By being all employed in planting one or two 
commodities, as tobacco and rice, the people ftarve 
one another, when they become numerous, and are 
obliged to ieave off planting altogether. Thefe two, 
indeed, afford employment for labourers through- 
out the whole year, for which reafon they are fo 
cenerally planted ; but other commodities are very 


different in this refpeét. The making either of 


filk, wine, or oil, alone, does not employ the la- 
bourers above two or three months in the year, and 
for that reafon will not maintainthem ; and as they 
have no other employments, they cannot follow 
any one of thefe. This is the great obftacle to all 
thefe improvements in the colonies. Thus they 
complain, for example, they cannot live by making 
filk, as they make but a pound or two in a feafon ; 
but as this requires only fix weeks in the fpring of 
the year, if they had a crop to fucceed this tn fum- 
mer, and a vintage after both in autumn, as they 


have in all countries where thefe commodities are 


obfervations in both, that our colonies enjoy the fame climate 


with Eaft-Tartary, China; Corea, and Japan, the produéts of 
which are fo rich and valuable. | Here then we might have ma- 
ny of the moft valuable commodities for the colonies ; and as 


_thefe are fo totally different from any thing that Britain produces, 


they might for ever keep the colonies from interfering with 
their mother-country, and preferve a lafting conneftion and 
correfpondence between them. Moft of the ftlaple commodi- 
ties of America came from the Haft, as fugar, rice, cotton, coffee, 
indigo, &c, 


made, 
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made, they might from them all get a better living 
than by manufactures, which they cannot do by 
any one of them alone. It is only by thefe means 
that whole countries can ever be maintained, mere- 
ly by their agriculture, without manufactures. 


PHSPP ADD IDI PADIS GIDS PASH Rg 


REMARKS on the TRADE and late REGULA- 
rions of the CoLonIEs. 


Y the cuftom-houfe accompts, from the year 

1756 to 1765, inclufive, the following is the 

ftate of the trade between Great-Britain and North- 
_ America, on an average : 


Exports from Britain — £ © 2,037,577 
Imports into Britain ae — 857,056 
Balance due to Britain — 1,180,521 


* 


Total Exports in thefe nine years — f. 18,338,199 
Total Imports —— 79713,506 


a ee 


Total Balance due to Britain in nine years 10,624,693 


Now, as the colonies exported to the value of 
eighteen millions, and owe five or fix millions to 
Britain, they cannot have paid more than thirteen 
millions in thefe nine years, which is one million 
four hundred and forty-four thoufand pounds per 


annum ; and as people who are fo much in debt 
are 
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are obliged to pay their all, this muft be their an- 
nual income, and agrees with the above account of 
their produce. 


Now, as their enumerated commodities amount to £. 767,000 
The value of their non-enumerated commodities 


muft be 677,000 


Total 1;444,000 


But as the entries at the cuftom-houfe are well 
known to exceed the real value of the exports, this 
income of the colonies cannot be fo much as thefe 
accounts make it, and cannot exceed one million 
four hundred thoufand pounds per annum, 

Befides this, they owe a public debt of feven 
hundred and fixty-feven thoufand pounds. Thus 
their public and private debts amount to more than 
fix millions of money ; the intereft of which alone, 
at five per cent, comes to three hundred and fifty 
thoufand pounds; but as many of them pay eight 
per cent. according to the cuftom of the trade, the 
intereft of their debts may be reckoned half a mil- 
lion a-year ; efpecially, if we add the lofs they fuf- 
tain in the exchange by making remittances of 
money, which has of late been thirty and forty 
per cent, and the ten per cent. they pay on proteft- 
ed bills, with fix per cent. per annum till they are 
difcharged.. If we add this to the balance of trade 
they owe to Britain, the two amount to their whole 
income. 

If we dedué& this intereft of their dete, lofs of 
exchange, and protefted bills, from their income 

Vou. I. Ee above- 
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above-mentioned, their net income is but nine hun- 
dred thoufand pounds a-year; which is the whole 
of what all the colonies in North-America have to 
purchafe their neceffaries.from Britain. This fum, 
divided among three millions of people, is but fix 
fhillings a-head per annum. Even if we allow 
their income to be a million and a half a-year, it 
is but ten fhillings a head. 

Thus the colonies have to difcharge a debt of 
fix or feven millions, to pay an annual balance 
of nigh one million, and to maintain three millions 
of people, out of an income of a million and a half 
a-year, at moft, which is certainly impracticable. 
How then does it appear, ‘‘ they can certainly 
bear more, they ought to pay more?” as we are 
told by the author of the late Regulations concern- 
ing the colonies. 

To fupply them with neceffaries from Britain, not 
to mention many other articles, would require at leaft 
three pounds a-head. At this rate, three millions 
of people would fpend nine miilions a-year ; but 
as their income is only a million and a half, the 
difference of feven millions and a half muft be 
looked upon as a national lofs, which we render ir- 
reparable by taxes, duties, confinement of their fet- 
tlements, &xc. all which oblige them to fupply 
themfelves: and, by thefe proceedings, we de- 
prive the nation of the advantages which might 
be reaped from the colonies, for the impracticable 
attempt of raifing one hundred thoufand pounds, 
to maintain Canada and Florida, 

Their 
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Their expences in the war have involved 
them in great part of this debt. It appears from 
the certificate of the commander in chief, that he 
had twenty thoufand provincial troops under his 
command, befides what they had in other fer- 
Vices: to pay thefe troops, they raifed about fix 
millions, and owe that fum to Britain. 

In thefe circumftances, it is impoffible that they 
fhould have any money. The balance of trade 
they owe to Britain would, in one year, drain them 
of all the money they have, were it five times more 
than it is. They have no way to get money but 
by a trade to the Weft- Indies, the balance of which 
is again{t them. Hence, in all thefe colonies, you 
hardly meet with any thing but paper money, 
This paper occafions a trade and circulation, it is 
true; but.as the balance of that trade is fo much 
againft them, it drains them of their current cath. 

Thus their trade and paper-currency drain them 
of that money which their agriculture brings in; 
and obliges them to make their own neceflaries, in- 
ftead of purchafing them here. 

But if this is the cafe of the moft fruitful coun- 
tries, what can we ever expect from North-Ame- 
tica? or from the produce of the poor and mean 
lands there, the greateft part of which will hardly 
yield the bare neceffaries of life? What could any 
one ever expect from a little tobacco, rice, pitch 
and tar, or fifth, the chief products of North- Ame- 
rica, to maintain two or three millions of people. 

The advantages of the North-American trade 
feem not to be confidered in a public light. If 

Ee2 they 
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they are of fmall value, they are, on that account, 
more profitable to the public ; becaufe they are 
grofs and bulky, by which they are fources of 
“navigation, and fupport the maritime power of the 
nation. If you calculate the freight, commiffion, 
and charges, on the products of North-America, 
they amount to half their value; which is all clear 
gain to Britain, but is fo much deducted from the 
income of the colonies. | 
Thus the colonies, which produce ftaple com- 
modities for Britain, area much greater advan- 
tage to the nation than feems'to be apprehended. 
They pay, one with another, one half of all that 
they make, for tranfporting and vending the reft, 
which is all expended in Britain. By that means, 
you get their all, and cannot poffibly have any 
more. Were they to have the profits only of tranf- 
porting and vending their own produéts, their in- 
come would be double of what it is; but as thefe 
are now all reaped by Britain, to deprive it of this, 
is to rob the nation of its beft income. | This is 
the advantage of the colonies, and the tax which 
they pay for their protection ; which is much more 

advantageous to the nation than a petty revenue. 
Befides this deduction on their produéts, and the 
heavy duties upon them, the colonies pay all the 
taxes of Britain on every thing they confume ; as 
it is well known, all taxes fall on the confumers, 
whoever may firft pay them. Now, as thefe 
taxes on Britifh goods amount at leaft to fif- 
ty or fixty per cent. jis not this much more ad- 
vantageous 
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vantageous to the nation than a petty revenue ? 
Were they to pay one hundred thoufand pounds 
in taxes, they muft fupply themfelves with manu- 
fa€tures to that value: the public would lofe 
the taxes.and duties on thefe goods, the merchants 
their profits, and the nation the benefit of the trade 
and navigation; which loffes would amount to 
twice or thrice as much as the tax. ‘* We would 
therefore humbly recommend it to fuch gentlemen 
as are guardians of the trade of the nation, (fays 
Mr. Gee) that our own intereft is not miftaken 
for that of the planters.” Inftead of taking mo- 
ney from them, he, who was a very good judge, 
thinks it neceffary to lend them money, to improve 
their plantations, for the benefit of Britain. With- 
out fuch improvements on their lands, it will be 
impoffible for them to purchafe a tenth part of their 
manufactures from Britain. 

But we are told, ‘* they do not plead poverty, 
but privilege.” It appears, by many letters from 
the colonies, that their great objection againft in- 
ternal taxes was, the being taxed by thofe who 
were unacquainted with their condition and cir- 
cumftances, and the proper ways of levying fuch 
taxes among them, or the confequences of them ; 
and that the ptopolen taxes and regulations qould 
be highly detrimental to the mother- -country : but 
as thefe were not regarded, it. put them upon 
making the plea of privilege, 

But it is urged, ** the whole fum expected to 
be raifed by the ftamp-duty was one huadred thou- 
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fand pounds a-year; the repartition of this upon 
one million five hundred thoufand people, at which 
the loweft computation eftimates the prefent inha- 
bitants of that country, would not draw from each 
perfon more than half the value of a day’s labour 
in North-America *, 

If their circumftances are bad, it is alledged, 
‘«¢ England has even furnifhed them with refources 
to raife the revenue fhe has required ; the boun- 
tics given to them on flax, hemp, and timber, 
would enable them to fupport the new impofi- 
tions.” But thefe bounties have proved ineffec- 
tual. Timber will not bear the charge of tranf- 


portation from gee America, and if they make 
: hemp 


* Weare told by the author of the Regulations, p. 61, * they ' 


can earn three fhillings and fixpence per diem by their agricul- 
ture ;” to wit, by making tobacco at a penny a pound, or corn 
at two or three fhillings a buthel, by which, it is certain, they 
do not earn as many pence a day. In the tobacco-colonies 
they make more by their agriculture than in any others ; and al- 
though they are or have been all employed in it, yet eight hun- 
dred thoufand people’ make but about three bundred thoufand 


pounds ayear by their tobacco, which is but feven fhillings and 


fixpence a~head per annum; and not above ten or twelve fhil- 
lings, including all the other branches of their agriculture, 
The labourers, who are about a fifth or fixth part, make about 
fifty fhillings a-head per annum, or three pounds at moft, which 
is but two-pence a day ; and that appears to be the value of lae 
bour on plantations in North-America. 

_ They who eftimate the price of labour in the saute by ss 
day, do not know what their labour is, and much lefs the value 
of it, ‘There is no fuch thing as day-labourers on plantations, 


and it is inconfiftent with the defign of them, to admit of any. 
On 


’ al 
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hemp or flax, it is only for their own manufactures, 
which will not furnifh them with fterling cath to 
pay taxes, unlefs they vend their manufadures, 
which fuch an impofition muft have forced them 
to do. It muft indeed be owned, that the granting 
of this bounty was a very juft and commendable 
meafure, and intended for the benefit of the nation ; 
but the misfortune is, this, with all the others, are 
more likely to prove a lofs and detriment, than any 


benefit, either to Great-Britain or the colonies. 


Befides thefe pretended refources, it is alledged, 
** the increafe of the eftablifhments there furnifhes 
them with another fund, which alone would more 
than balance the account. Thefe eftablifhments are 
in Canada, Nova-Scotia, Georgia, Eaft and Weft 
Florida, with which the colonies have nothing to | 
do. All that they can expect from thefe new fet- 
tlements 


On plantations, every one is employed by the year, in order to 
make a crop, which lafts for a twelvemonth. Now, the wages 
of fuch labourers are four or five pounds a year for men, and forty 
fhillings for women, who are the chief manufacturers ; this 
brings the price of labour, at a medium, to three pounds a-year, 
which is but two-pence a day, for every day in the year. 

The dearnefs of day-labour in the colonies proceeds from two 
caufes ; firft, the labourers who are thus employed by the year, 
in order to make a crop of flaple commodities for Britain, and 
their provifions with it, may lofe their whole crop by negleéting 


_ it for a few days, and cannot {pare a day’s work, without pane 


ten times as much as it is worth, and perhaps their whole year’s 
fubfiftence. 
Secondly, If there are any common labourers to be found, 
who are not engaged by the year, as there feldom are, they can- 
Bea not 
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tlements is, to interfere with them, and cut off fa 
much of their refources-in remittances to Britain, 
which muft prove. equally prejudicial to both. 

It is a very fallacious argument to fay, “ the ex- 
penditure was reftrained to that country ;”” becaufe 
it was ordered, “ that all the produce of the Ame- 
rican duties fhould be paid to the deputy -paymafter 
in America, to defray the fubfiftence of the troops 3” 
for thefe troops were kept in the new governments, 
Canada, Nova-Scotia, and Florida, and not in the 
colonies which were to have paid this money for 
their fubfiftence. 
 Ttewas propofed to have raifed one hundred thou- 
fand pounds annually by the ftamps, and nigh as 
much more by the cuftoms and duties on their 
trade, which appears, by all accounts, to be as 
much money as is in al] the North-American co- 


not find employment for above a few days in a month perhaps ; 
and for that reafon, they muft have as much for two or three 
days work, as will maintain them for as many weeks ; but at 
the year’s end, they have not perhaps earned two-pence a day 
for all the wages they may get, which is generally a fhilling a 
day, fterling cafh. 

_ About populous towns the cafe is very different, and labour 
much dearer ; they do not there make the neceflaries of life, 
which enhances the price of labour; they have likewife a va- 
riety of employments, and a demand for labourers, who are em- 
ployed on plantations in the country, and by that means are 
fcarce and dear. Thus we are not to eftimate the price of la- 
bour from a few towns, as Bofton, New-York, or Philadelphia, 
which weonly hear of in Britain. ‘Thefe are not plantations, 
but trading or manufacturing towns. 
2 | lonies : 
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Aonies : this they were fo fenfible of, that though 
we are told here, “they did not plead poverty, 
but privilege ;” ;” yet the faculty of lawyers, in New- 
Jerfey in particular, gave it as their opinion to the 
chief juftice, ‘* there was not as much money in 
the country HF would pay the ftamp- duties alone 
for one year ;” and the fame was generally believed 
in all the other eolonies, including the other taxes. 
Hence, the execution of the ftamp-act muft at any 
rate have been impracticable, and as ruinous in its 
| confequence, efpecially to Britain, as it was, by all 
true friends of liberty, deemed in itfelf to be arbi- 
trary and unjuft, ; 
The plaufible pretence, indeed, that is ufed for 
all thefe meafures, is, that ‘* this expence is ne- 
ceffary for their own defence and protection.” Can 
it be fuppofed, that thefe colonies, which are now 
fo much more populous and powerful than ever, 
and are entirely free from an enemy, by which they 
were before furrounded, can now want any fuch 
defence and protection? They never before had 
above four, or at moft fix, independent compa- 
nies in all North-America; and can they now want 
fifteen regiments ? 
 Befides, the colonies are defended by their mili- 
tia, which they are at great expence to raife and 
train: every perfon in them, capable of the fer- 
vice, is obliged to bear arms, and to be provided 
with them at their own expence ; and fuch an ex- 
pence of a ftanding army, with their militia, is the 


more 
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more grievous, as they have no manner of ufe nor 
—occafion for it. They who would make that ex- 
pence neceflary for their proteétion, do not under- 
itand what their fafety and fecurity confiftin. The 
colonies muft defend themfelves with their hands, 
and not with their purfes. If any fervice of this 
kind is expected from them, it muft be a fervitium 
in capite, a perfonal fervice, and not a pecuniary 
fervice, in fterling cafh. In the laft war but one, 
the colonies were repaid the money they expended 
in defending themfelves, and protecting his ma- 
jefty’s dominions, as it was thought they could 
not well bear the burden of one or two hundred 
thoufand pounds ; but now, the authors of the 
ftamp-aét and regulations, would have exacted 
money from them, when they had raifed fix mil- 
lions, and had quite exhaufted themfelves by thefe 
public fervices. . 

| The protection of all the Britifh dominions, 
both at home and abroad, depends upon the ficets 
and maritime powers of Great-Britain; and not on 
4 few troops difperfed up and down in the deferts 
of Canada and Florida, at fuch a diftance from all 
the colonies on that continent, as well as every 
other part of the king’s dominions, that they can 
neither defend them, nor be defended by them. 
This protection, which the colomes both want 
and get from the mother-country, they fupport 
and maintain by the trade and navigation to them, 


and by paying the charges of all the Britifh pe 
an 
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and mariners, numerous as they are, which are con- 
cerned i in that trade: for this they pay at leaft one 
half of their whole income, which is the tax they 
pay for their protection ; ; and is as great a one, if 
not greater, than is:paid by any Britith fubjects 5 
and ten times more advantageous to this nation 
than all the taxes that were “impofed upon them 
could ever have been *. 

It is upon this trade to the plantations, that the 
fafety of the whole nation depends, and more parti- 


* Total amount of Britith fhips and feamen employed in the trade between 

‘ Great-Britain and her colonies on the continent of America, of the va- 
ive of goods exported from Great-Britain to thefe colonies, and of their 
produce exported to Great-Britain and elfewhere § on an average of three 
years. ese 


Colonies Ships Seamen | Exp. from | Exp. from. 
pw : - | G. Brit. | Colonies. 
Hudfon’s Bay 4 130 | £. 16,000 | £. 29,340 
Labrador ‘ ; 
American veffels, 120 é ba 
Newfoundland (2000 boats) 380 | 20,560} 273,400] 345,000 » 
Canada 34 408 | 105,000] 105,500 
Nova-Scotia 6 72 26,500 33,000 
NeweEngland 46 552 | 395,000} 3723000 
Rhode-Ifland, ee 3 36 12,000 | 114,500 
and New-Hampthire : 

New-York + - . 30 330| 531,000] 526,000 
Pennfylvania 35 390| 611,000] 795,500 
Virginia and Maryland 330 3,900 $6¢,000 | 1,040,000 
North-Carolina 34 408 18,000 68,350 
South. Carolina 140 1,680 365,000] 395,666 
Georgia °°: 24. 24.0 49,000 74:20 
St, Auguftine 2 24 7;000 
Penfacola TO} 126} 97,000} 63,300 


Lae 


1,078 | 28,910 143703900 31924,606 
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cnlarly of Great-Britain itfelf. It ought never to 
be forgot, for the fafety of Great-Britain, what was 
fo very remarkable in the {pring of the year 1756, 
when England was threatened with an invafion, 
and could not mana fleet for fix weeks, on account 
of an eafterly wind which blew during the whele 
time of that imminent danger, till a wefterly wind 
brought our fhips home from America, after which 
our fleet was manned in a week or two. To 
“yuin this trade to the colonies, therefore, as it muft 
have been, for the fake of a petty revenue, which 
could neither be paid nor collected, was the certain 
way to deprive the whole nation, both at home ‘and 
_ abroad, of the only fafety and fecurity it enjoys. 
Of this we have another moft convincing proof, 
during the very fhort time that thefe regulations 
lafted in America; when we are told, by a very 
good judge, and credible eye-witnefs on the fpot, 
that ‘* twenty thoufand feamen and fifhermen were 
turned out of employ, and the fhipping they 
ufed to navigate and improve, were hauled up, 
and laid by as ufelefs.” 

This lofs of trade by the late regulations is the 
more to be regarded, as they feem to have been cal- 
culated on purpofe to ruin the colonies of New-Eng- 
land; which are, and always have been, the bul- 
wark of all the Britifh dominions in America, to 
whom this nation owes both the fifhery of New- 
foundland, the only thing in Britifh America that 
wants protection, and all her other poffeffions i in 
the northern parts of that continent. 


How 
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How infufficient the troops kept in North-Ame- 
rica are to protect the colonies, abundantly ap- 
peared upon the late infurrection of the Indians. 
The troops were difperfed in the deferts of Canada 
and Florida, from Quebec to Penfacola, Mobile, 
and St. Auguftine, at fuch a diftance from the colo- 
nies, that they could give them no relief: they 
could not be drawn out of garrifon there, left thofe 
acquifitions fhould be left entirely defencelefs , and 
by that means the colonies, waiting for their affift- 
ance, were over-run and maflacred by a few In- 
dians, for a year or two together ; till fome volun- 
teers from Virginia and i’enfylvania joined a {mall 
_ party of the troops, and fubdued them. Now, if 
_the colonies fhould be invaded by a foreign enemy, 
what protection could they expect from thefe troops, 
who could not defend them from a handful of In- 
dians? 

Hence it clearly appears, that this expence, which 
is fo burdenfome to the nation, is entirely needlefs; 
All the conquefts made by the glorious fucceffes of 
the war, amounting in value to fix or feven millions 
a-year, were given up for thefe deferts of Canada 
and Florida; and for that reafon they mutt be fup- 
ported as valuable acquifitions, although at a great 
expence, and to the ruin of the nation. This 
was the defign, and only ufe, of taxing the colo- 
nies, or of keeping fuch a force in North-America, 
after both Canada and Cape Breton are reduced. 

As for the defence and fecurity of our colo- 
nies, Crown-Point and Niagara would have fe- 

cured 
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cured them, both from the Indians and French, 
even when they were in poffeffion of Canada, 
and much more now, when they are drove out 
of it; but Quebec and Montreal will do nei- 
ther. Thefe, or Florida, are no greater fecurity to 
our colonies, than a fort in the Orkneys would be 
toEngland. The fecurity we obtain is from the 
expulfion of our enemies, and not from maintain- 
ing them in the country, to put the nation again to 
all the expences which have been fo lately incurred 
on their account. The only object in all thefe 
northern parts of America is the fifhery, for which 
Canada is of no ufe nor fervice.; Canada can be noe 
thing but a factory for the fur trade, and Nova-Sco- 
tia only a fifhing fettlement, of both which this na- 
tion already has too many. 

It has indeed been given out, that thefe taxes on 
the colonies were to relieve the fubject at home ; 
but even if the colonies had paid their taxes, 
Britain would have been invelved in an additional 
debt, for the fupport of Canada and Florida, over 
and above that aid. The whole of the intended 
taxes on the colonies amount to one hundred and 
fixty thoufand pounds a-year, when the expence 
incurred is nigh five hundred thoufand pounds ; 
wherefore, Great-Britain mutt ftill have been bur- 
dened with a charge of three hundred thoufand 
pounds per annum, over and above what the colo- 
nies were to have paid ; by which laft, fhe muft 
have loft twice or thriceas much. Thus the whole 
charge and lofs to Great-Britain would have been 

between 
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between fix hundred thoufand pounds and feven 
hundred thoufand pounds, a-year, with the proba- 
ble lofs of her intereft in the colonies to the bar- 
gain. Thus the nation is doubly indebted to the 
colonies, for faving her this needlefs and ruinous 
expence. 

As for the making of a profitable colony of 
Canada and Nova-Scotia, that is contrary to nature 
itfelf. Unlefs they live by their agriculture, they 
can be of no wfe or fervice to this nation; but 
that is certainly not to be expected, either in Canada 
or Nova-Scotia. Their agriculture would not even 
maintain the colonies of New-England, which 
could not fubfift without the fifhery. In thefe 
northern parts of America, nature has provided 
that plentiful fource of fubfiftence for mankind in 
the feas; which fhe has denied to the land, > 

The only objet, therefore, in all thefe northern 
parts of America, as we have faid, is the fifhzry, 
and unlefs we have that, we get nothing by the fet- 
tling of the country, but a burden and charge, 
which they will not defray. There is not even the 
Jeaft profpect, that any of thefe northern fettle- 
ments will ever be able to defend themfelves; and 
for that reafon, they put the nation to fuch an ex- 
pence for their defence and protection, and mutt 
expofe 1 it to perpetual infults, if not to new wars 
and troubles, ¢ on their account. 

_ Many may “perhaps think, that this may be ue 
by fettlements in the country adjacent to the ffh- 
ery ; but we are well fatishied, that fuch fettlements 

are 
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are more likely to prove a means of lofing the 
fifhery. St. John’s, in Newfoundland, is the old- 
eft fettlement in all North-America, but is not yet 
able to defend itfeif againft two or three fhips ; 
and all the reft.of thefe paltry fifhing fettlements, 
north of New-England, are; and are ever likely 
to be, in the fame defencelefs condition: We fhall 
never raife a force in thefe, or any other countries; 
fufficient to defend them, where the people cannot 
fubfift by their agriculture, or rather have no foil or 
climate fit to cultivate. Yet, notwithftanding it 
is fo difficult to raife a force fufficient to defend 
and fecure thefe countries, there are more ports 
and harbours in them to be defended, than are 
perhaps in all Europe, exclufive of Great-Britain 
and Ireland. The whole coaft, both of Newfound- 
land and Nova-Scotia, is one continued harbour, 
and expofed to every fifhing veffel ; while there is 
but here and there a fpot fit for fettlers to inhabit, 
and thofe at fuch diftances from one another, that 
they can neither fupport, nor be fupported by, each 
other. It is for thefe reafons, that fuch fettlements 
can never be in a pofture of defence, although 
they are expofed to every invader, who may hold 
the country, and command the fifhery, by that 
means, which they could not otherwife do. Bri- 
tain muft fecure both thefe and all her other domi- 
nions, by her fleets, which thefe fertlements will 
rather weaken, by interfering with the Britifh 
fifhery ; and muft thereby deprive the whole na- 
tion of that fecurity which they are intended to 

4 give, 
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give, if they do not again involve it in another war. 

Thus the only advantage the nation can expect 
from the reduction of Canada and Cape Breton, © 
is a fecurity for the fifhery ; and if that were right- 
ly improved, it might, no doubt, be rendered a 
very great national benefit; but by fettling thofe 
countries, it is to be feared, we fhall deprive the 
nation of all the advantages which might other- 
wile be reaped from them. ; 

Tf the nation, in the profecution of the war, 
exerted itfelf at home, the colonies did the fame 
abroad, and bore even a greater fhare of the burden, 
in proportion to their abilities, than Great-Britain 


~herfelf: and altho’ this was no more than their duty 


todo, yet it was not certainly all done for them(elves. 
Nova Scotia gives Britain a command of the fithery, 
and the advantages reaped from it ; whereas, it can - 
only interfere with the colonies, and may deprive © 
them of that which in New-Eneland is the chief, 


ff not the only, means of their fupport. low then 


does it appear, ‘* whatever may be ‘the value of 
the acquifitions in America, the immediate benefit 
of them is to the colonies ?” or that ‘* they profit- 
ed fo much by the war?” All our acquifitions are 
not worth one groat tothem. The fole acquifi- 


tion is the fur trade, which is ftill enjoyed by Ca- 


nada; and the colonies only have their former 
fhare, which is no object either to them or to 
Great-Britain *, | 

The 


* By the cuftom-houfe account of the importation of furs, 
“fince the redu@tion of Canada, the whole fur trade of North- 
VoL. If. F.f - America 
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The only object for the immediate benefit of 
the colonies, or for the intereft of Great-Britain in 
them, are fruitful lands to cultivate, that will pro- 
duce ftaple commodities ; of which they have not 
got one foot fince the peace, though this was the 
other great and principal object of the war; be- 
ing excluded from the Ohio and Miffiffippi, by 
_the proclamation iffued for that purpofe. Thus 
if they were at fuch expences, or gained any advan- 
tages in the war, they have been deprived of them 
_fince the peace. But if they were even pofleffed of 
them, they would not fo foon raife fterling cath, 
to pay taxes. The making of new fettlements is 
a matter of expence, and not of immediate benefit 
or profit; and the colonies fhould rather be re- 
lieved from taxes, and fupported with credit, to — 
enable them to be at that expence, than burdened 
with fuch impofitions to maintain Canada and 
Florida. They have formerly been in debt to Bri- 
tain, by the fettling of new plantations, which paid 
their debts ; but now they are in debt, for want of 
fuch frefh lands, and have no way to pay even 
their juft debts, or to purchafe abfolute necef- 
faries: if we would enable them to do either of 
thefe, proper regulations fhould be thought of for 
this purpofe; by which alone either Great-Britain 
or the colonies, can indemnify themfelves for their 
expences in the war, or recruit their circumftances 
afcer it. Butinftead of thefe, nothing feems to be 


| America, fouth of Hudfon’s Bay, cannot be eftimated, on an 


average, at above forty thoufand pounds per annum. 
thought 
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thought of but trade, which at the beft is a very 
improper bufinefs for colonies, who fhould only 
trade with their mother country ; and for want of 
commodities to trade in, which they can only have 
from their agriculture, the North-American colo- 
nies are very confiderable lofers by their trade, as 
we have fhewn above. If they would gain any 
thing by their trade, they fhould fupply themfelves 
with their own neceffaries from the produce of their 
lands, and fhould make their imports, which they 
now confume, articles of commerce: this is the 
firft regulation wanted in the colonies, and might 
very eafily be complied with. By that they might 
make, with their gains, and the favings of what 
they now expend, at leaft half a miilion a year; and 
Great-Britain might fave nigh as much in Canada 
and Florida, which, with the return of fo much 
from the colonies, are articles amounting to a mil- 
lion a-year, and highly worthy of confideration. 
Next to thefe, the regulations moft wanted in the 
colonies are fuch as concern the improvements of 
their plantations in ftaple commodities for Britain, 
which are equally intere{ting tothem and totheirmo- 
ther-country. If we would expect any thing frem 
them, we fhould firft put them in.a way of makingit. 
‘This is to be done by two ways, as we have faid, 
either by extending their fettlements to new and 
frefh lands, and more favourable climates, or by 
improving their old plantations ; the firft of which 
depends upon Great-Britain, and the laft is more 
particularly the bufinefs of the colonies ; although 
there is little hopes of feeing it done without the 
3 F f2 : encou- 
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encouragement and affiftance of their mother-couri- 
try. A little laid out upon fuch an occafion, 
would be the bett harveft they ever reaped, It is 
in this manner that the colonies fhould be taxed, 
both for their own benefit and the intereft of the 
whole nation. Such taxes may be paid in the com- 
modities propofed, when they cannot poffibly pay 
others, till they are enabled by the produce of their 
lands.. This would likewife enable them to pay 
their debts, and to purchafe their neceffaries from 
Britain; whereas, all other taxes deprive them of 
the means of both, : 

Fer this purpofe, fome encouragement has been 
given to the growing of hemp and flax, and the 
getting of timber; but thefe are never likely to be 
a lafting ftaple of any of our colonies, and are at 
the beft but very infignificant refources for fupport- 
ing fo many countries, and maintaining fuch a num- 
ber of people. Since thefe therefore are fo infufi- 
cient to anfwer the purpofe, fome other methods 
fhould be thought of, to promote fuch a fignal in- 
tereft of the nation, of which any one or two that 
can be propofed would not be fufficient. 

Thus the repeal of the taxes impofed upon the 
colonies is fo far from being a facrifice of the high- 
eft permanent interefts, and of the whole majefty, 
power, and reputation of government, as many 
icem to think, that it appears to be the only way 
to fecure them *. 

By 
* The dignity and power of government. was fecured by the 


wife and juft law enaéted, “‘.to bind the colonies fubjects of 
: : | R Greats 
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By taxes, you firft oblige the people to fup- 
ply themfelves, jnidke Bene of Great-Britain, and 
then to,carry on a trade with other nations, in ors 
der to raife money, both of which are equally oppo- 
fite tothe ‘** higheft permanent interefts and go- 
vernment of Great-Britain.” The daily and great 
increafe of the people in North-America mutt 
render their income and abilities either to pur- 
chafe neceffaries or to pay taxes, ftill lefs than at 
prefent, unlefs they have both manufactures and a 
trade inthem. Even if they were to make all the 
improvements in ftaple commodities that could 
well be propofed or thought of, they would never 
pay taxes. Before they can make thefe, the people 
will be twice as numerous as they are, and their 
income, if it were ten times as great as at prefent, 
would hardly be fuficient -to purchafe their ne- 
ceffaries from Britain, | | 
Thus it fignifies nothing, whetherGreat-Britain has 
aright to tax her colonies, or not, fince it would be - 
the createft lofs and detriment to the nation ever to 
ee thatlr ight. The nation gets both their money, 
if they have any, and their Mees by trade; and can 
expect none by arevenue. Upon thefe accounts, it 
is abfolutely neceflary to repeal totally the taxes im- 
pofed upon them, as 1t was equally contrary to the 
very nature of things, and the intereft of Great Bri- 


Great-Britain, in all cafes whatfoever,” as they ought tobe ; but 
that cannot extend to impoflible cafes, fuch as the taking s mo- 
ney pe them, when it is impoffible ie fhould have any. 
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tain, that they fhould ever be able to pay them, till 
they enjoy all the profits of their own labour, and 
of a trade in the produce of it, which is to make 
them independent.. 

Many indeed feem apprehenfive, that the rraly re- 
peal of the late aéts may make the colonies more 
inclinable to affert an AS OEE The inhabi- 
tants of the colonies, like all other Englifhmen, have 
ever had a firm attachment to their mother- country, 
and her government, on account of the invaluable 

bleffings they enjoy from her happy confticution 
and form of government: this has hitherto fecured 
to them thofe liberties and privileges, which they 
derive from her, and are as tenacious of as all other 
Englifhmen ; this is the great band of union be- 
tween thé colonies and their mother-country, which 
we fhould diffolve, by depriving them of the liber- 
ties and privileges of their fellow-fubjects, which 
they have hitherto enjoyed, and think they. are en- 
titled to by their birth-right, in common with all 
other fubjeéts of the realm, . They know very 
well, if they were to throw off the mild and aufpi- 
cious government of Great-Britain, they muft be 
fubject to tyrants of their own, and expofed to inva- 
fions from their enemies. Their liberties, fafety 
and fecurity, are a certain pledge for their allegi- 
ance and dependence, which is above all others 
This isa band of union between them and their 
mother-country, founded on the nature.and reafon 
of things, and the rights of mankind, which are as 
lafting as the world itfelf, if not counter-acted. 
Befides 
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Befides this, there is as great a tie of union from 
their interefts, which are mutual, and naturally 
connected together. The colonies which produce 
ftaple commodities for Britain could not find fuch ~ 
another market for them; and even thofe which 
produce nothing of that kind, have the liberty of 
vending their products in other parts of the world, 
and the advantage of a trade with Great-Britain at 
the fametime. Tocement their union, therefore, 
and to make it lafting, nothing is wanting but 
totally to repeal the late acts, and fecure their 
property by fuch a trade, both in public and pri- 
vate tranfactions, under the prefent happy con- 
{titution. . 
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“™@ FLIES ifland, one of the Great Antilles, 
was difcovered by Columbus, in his fe- 
™- cond voyage to America; but it does 
not appear that he made any fettlement there, upon 
its firft difcovery: however, it is pretty certain, 
that he entertained fo favourable an opinion of 
Jamaica, that hé marked it out as‘ an eftate for 
himfelf. On his fourth expedition to America, a 
violent ftorm obliged him to run into this iflanda 
fecond time, where he was relieved from the great- 
eft dangers and diftreffes. His fhips being ren- 
dered, by the ftorm, fo abfolutely unfit for fervice 
as to admit of no repair, Columbus prevailed upon 
fome of the failors to pafs over in a canoe to Fiif- 
paniola, to reprefent his calamitous fituation to the 
governor, and to requeft vefiels to carry his peo- 
= ple, - 
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ple. Eig oht months elapfing without the leaft in- 
ileus from his meflengers, or affiftance from the 
governor, the natives were incenfed at the delay of 
the Spaniards, (the fubfifting them being a heavy 
burthen upon their poverty) and brought in provi- 
fions very fparingly ; whereupon the feamen mu- 
tinied in great numbers. This mutiny confidera- 
bly weakened the admirai’s authority and ftrength, 
whilft the natives were further exafperated at 
the diforders committed by the mutineers; but 
Cclumbus found means to recover his autho- 
rity among the natives, Forefeeing a_ vifible 
eclipfe of reWe moon, he fummoned the Indian 
chiefs, and, by means of an interpreter, ac- 
quainted them, ‘* Thar the God whom he ferved, 
provoked at their refufing to fupport his fervants, 
intended a fevere judgment upon them, of which 
‘they fhould thortly fee a manifeft fign.in the hea. 
vens; for that the moon, on hich a particular 
night, would appear bloody, an emblem of their 
fpeedy deftruction.” His prediction, though ridi- 
culed at firft, when accomplifhed, terrified the bar- 
barians exceedingly. They fell at his feet, and 
befought him, in the moft moying manner, to 
avert the judgments which threatened them, and 
brought him plenty of provifions, which he ac- 
cepted, charging them to atone for their patt faults 
by their Te generofity. This ftratagem afford- 
ed him a temporary relief, but he faw no profpect 
of getting our of the ifland, and the mutiny of his 
men was in danger of growing general, when a 
. fhip | 
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fhip appeared in the offing, fent by Obando, the 
governor of Hilpaniola, who had refolved not on- 
3 ly to abandon, but to infult that great man in his 
misfortunes. The captain of the verte! was 2 mor- 
tal enemy to Columbus, and the defign of this 
voyage was only to be a witnefs of his diftrefs ; for 
he forbade his crew all manner of communication 
with the admiral or his men, and after delivering 
him a complimentary letter, embarked, without 
even flattering him with the leaft hope of relief. 
Thus abandoned, his firmnefs and prefence of 
mind did not forfake him; without betraying the 
leaft fien of difappointment or grief, he told his 
~ men, in achearful manner, that he was promifed 
an immediate fupply ; that he had refufed to depart 
in this fhip, becaufe fhe was too {mall to carry them 
_ all; and that he was determined not toquit the ifland, 
until every one of his crew might enjoy the fame 
conveniency. His eafy and compofed air, and the 
care he fhewed for his people, far beyond his own 
prefervation, reconciled their minds, and made 
them, in general, await their fate with patience. 
But fenfible that his ftay might be very tedious in 
the ifland, and that his affairs would grow worfe 
_every day, he came to a refolution of taking vigo- 
rous meafures with the refractory: he accordingly 
fent his brother with a proper force, well armed, to 
treat with them, and, if neceffary, to compel them 
‘to obedience. The captain of the mutineers, grown 
infolent with along courfe of licentioufnefs, not only 
rejected the admiral’s terms, but offered violence to 
his 
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his brother ; who attacked the rebels with fo much 
refolution, that ten, with their chief, were flain in a 
moment ; the reft fled, and were foon after obliged 
to jubmit. 

The admiral might have fpent his whole life in 
this miferable exile, ifa private perfon, actuated by 
efteem for his merit, and compaffion for his misfor- 
tunes, had not fitted out a fhip for his relief, which 
brought him fafe to the ifland of Hifpaniola, where 
he refrefhed himfelf and his men for fome days, and 
then failed for Spain; but did not live long after 
his arrival. 

Some authors are of opinion, that Columbus, 
during his refidence upon Jamaica, founded the town 
of Metilla; no improbable circumftance, when we 
reflect, that the natives were fully reconciled to the 
Spaniards before they quitted the ifland. His 
fon and family built St. Jago de la Vega, and fe- 
_veral other towns, which were abandoned, on ac- 
count of the advantageous fituation of St. Jago, 
which in a fhort time contained one thoufand fe- 
ven hundred houfes, two churches, two chapels, and 
an abbey. The court of Spain, notwithftanding its 
ingratitude to Columbus, having granted both the © 
governinent and property of Jamaica to his fami- 
ly, his fon was the firft Kuropean governor, with 
the title of duke de la Vega’ But the defcend- 
ants of the great Columbus degenerated from his 
virtues ; and having no idea of any Weft-Indian ac- 
quifition that did not produce gold and filver, 
ss ce improving Jamaica, ftudying only to 
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raife their rents, and opprefs the planters. Colum 
bus had preferred this iland on account of its fitu- 
ation and populoutfnefs ; but his defcendants, or 
their fubftitutes, murdered fixty thoufand of the 
natives, under the moft exquifite tortures. 
~ We are but little acquainted with the particulars 
of the Spanifh commerce while they poffeffed Ja- 
maica. In 1596, Sir Anthony Shirley, who com- 
manded an Englith fquadron, took and plundered 
the town of St. Jago. In 1635, colonel Jackfon, 
in his paflaze from the’ Leeward Iflands, landed 
five hundred men, and, after driving two thoufand 
of the enemy from their works at. Paflage Fort, 
made himfelf matter of the town of St. Jago, 
with the lof of forty men, and received a confj- 
derable fum by way of ranfom forthe town. 
~ The ifland came into our poffeffion during the 
ufurpation of Cromwell, by means of a formidable 
armament fitted out witha view to reduce the ifland 
of Hifpaniola, under the command of colonel Vena- 
bles and admiral Penn, who failed from England 
with feven thouland land forces, moftly veteran 
troops. The army was greatly reinforced by the 
‘inhabitants of Barbadees and the other Leeward 
~Tflands, and, on the 13th of April, the fleet ar- 
-yived off Hifpaniola. The place of their land- 
ing was ill chofen; the army had near forty 
‘miles to march before it could act, and the 
foldiers difheartened, fainting and dying with 
the exceflive heat of the etanare: and the want 
of provifions, and diicouraged yet more by the 
cowardice 
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cowardice ‘and difcontent of their officers, yielded 
an ealy victory to a handful of Spaniards, and re- 
imbarked ignominioufly, with great lofs, 

The principal commanders, a little reconciled by __ 
this misfortune, and afraid to return back to Eng- 
Jand without {triking fome decifive ftroke, refolved to 
attempt Jamaica, befcre the inhabitants could re- 
ceive news of their repulfe from Hifpaniola, know- 
ing the ifland was in no good polture of defence. 
They accordingly exerted themfelves vigoroufly, to 
avoid the miftakes which had proved fo fatal in the 
former expedition; the officers who had fhewn an 
ill example by their cowardice were feverely pu- 
nifhed, and orders were given to fhoot any foldier 
who fhould turn his back to the enemy. 

On the 2d of May the troops were landed on 
Jamaica, and laid fiege to St. Jago, the capital. 
The inhabitants being in no. condition to oppole 
fo ftrong a force, Gould have Ge oe injme- 
diately, but for the ftrange delays of our ge- 
nerals and their commifGioners. The town nate 
ever, at laft, capitulated; but not until the inha- 
bitants had fecreted their moft valuable effedts in 
the mountains. The whole ifland thared the fate 
of its capital ; for though Spanith parties fome- 


times attempted to furpiize the Englifh from the 
woods, yet they never appeared in a body, and at 


laft found means to convey themfelves and their 

effects to Cuba, | 
The viceroy of Mexico, underftanding that 
the mulattoes and negroes had been left in the 
woods, 
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woods, fent orders to the governor of Cuba 
to fupply the exiles with whatever was ne- 
ceflary for retaking the ifland, and promifed to 
fupport them with a proper land force. They 
accordingly returned thither; but lived difperfed 
in the woods in fo miferable a manner, that the 
five hundred regulars, who were fent to their affift- 
ance, refufed to aflociate with them, and fortified 
themfelves at St. Chereras, in the northern part of 
the ifland, where they foon received confiderable 
reinforcements. In the mean while, the Englifh 
began planting the fouth and fouth eaft parts of the 
ifland, of which colonel D’Oyley was left go- 
-vernor, with three thoufand men; and Penn and 
Venables returned to England, leaving a large 
fquadron for the protection of the ifland, under the 
command of vice-admiral Godfon. 

Cromwell refolving to truft no officer tecom- 
mended by Venables, whom he fufpected of fa- 
vouring the royal caufe, fent major Sedgwick, with 
a reinforcement of one thoufand men, to fuperfede 
_D’Oyley. In the mean while, the Spaniards, at St. 
Chereras, having been reinforced with thirty com- | 
panies, befides artillery and provifions, from Cuba 
and the continent, had thrown up feveral formida- 
ble works at Rio Nuebo, in the precinét of St. Ma- 
ry’s. D’Oyley attacked them, drove them from 
their works in a few days, with great lofs, and 
demolifhed their intrenchments. They next at- 
tempted to make a ftand at Point Pedro, from 
which they were likewife driven, and were obliged, 

at 
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at laft, to return to'Cuba, leaving the Englith in 
quiet pofieffion of Jamaica. 

The Spanifh negroes and mulattoes, however, 
ftill kept in the woods and mountains, where 
they fubfifted by game and plunder. Part, per- 
ceiving themfelves abandoned by the Spanifh 
regulars, murdered their governor, chofe one of 
their own number, fent a deputation to D’Oyley, 
and delivered up their arms: but another party of 
them ftill remained, headed by fome of the old 
Spanifh inhabitants. The negroes who fubmitted 
were very ufeful in clearing the ifland of the remains 
_of the Spaniards, who were entirely rooted out, and 
not above twenty or thirty of their negroes left upon 
the ifland in a year’s time ; but they knew the in- 
land parts of it fo well, that they could not be 
diflodged, and afterwards proved very dangerous 
enemies. Major Sedgwick having died a few 
days after his arrival, D’Oyley ftill continued go- 
vernor, and acted with equal wifdom and refo- 
lution. But while the colony was improving 
beyond all example, a ipirit of mutiny infected the 
army. The ringleaders, colonel Raymond and 
lieutenant-colonel Tyfon, were probably encou- 
raged, by their knowing how difagreeable D’Oyley 
was to Cromwell; but he had the courage to bring 
them both to a court-martial, where they were 
fentenced to be fhot, which was accordingly exe- 
cuted. By this time, Cromwell had ordered co- 
lonel Brayne, in Scotland, to embark with a thou- 
fand men, from Port Patrick, for Jamaica, to fu- 
; : | perfede 
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perfede D’Oyley ; but that gentleman likewife died 
foon after his arrival: and it 1s very remarkable, 
that D’Oyley remained governor at the time of the 
Reftoration. 

Soon after the Reftoration, colonel D’Oyley was 
fucceeded by lord Windfor as governor of Jamaica, 
who, in 1663, was fuceeeded by Sir Thomas Mo- 
‘diford, who, having a great eftate at Barbadoes, 
had retired to Jamaica to agerandize himfelf, as ° 
_feveral other wealthy ‘planters had alfo done. 
The Englifh inhabitants at Jamaica had, by this 
time, increafed in number to between feventeen 
and eighteen thoufand. but its chief trade confift- 
ed in their depredations upon the Spaniards, which, 
in all probability, were winked at by the governor. 

Modiford, who knew better than any man of 
his time the intereft of the Enoelifh Weft-India 
iflands, introduced into Jamaica the art of making 
fugar, of planting cocoa groves, and erected falt- 
works ; fo that the arts of induftry began to pre- 
vail over the old habits of the planters, and the 
ifland wore a new face. However, many of the 
old planters were too much attached to their for- 
mer cuftoms to abandon them ; and hence fprung 
up the buccaneers, whofe proceedings make fo 
ereat a figure in the hiftory of the Weft-Indies. 
They confifted of adventurers of all nations, who 
reforted to Jamaica, on account of the va{t conve- 
-niency of its fituation for plundering the Spaniards, 
and, when affembled, bound themfelves down to 
certain regulations, that would have done honour 
to a more virtuous inflirution. 

A 
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A Portuguefe pirate founded the fraternity ; but 
being drowned as he was conduéting a prize to 
Jamaica, was fucceeded by a Dutchman of Brazil, } 
nicknamed Braziliano, who, when but a private 
man, being cholen ringleader of a mutiny, ran 
away with the fhip, and intercepted a rich Spanifh 
veflel, homeward bound, the cargo of which, con- 
fifting chiefly of ready money, he and his compa- 
nions {quandered at Jamaica, in the, moft abfurd 
and taftelefs extravagance. When their money _ 
was fpent, they again went to fea, and took an- 
other prize; but being taken upon the coaft of 


Campeachy, were condemined to be hanged: how- | : 


ever, their fentence was mitigated to their ferving 
in the ga'lies, from whence they efcaped, and re- 
turned to Jamaica, where they continued to follow 
their former piratical practices, In this depreda- 
tory war, one Scott, a Welfhman, who plundered 
Campeachy, and Mansfield, an Englifhman, dif- 
tinguifhed themfelves ; and another Englifhman, 
Davis, brought from the Sack of Nicaraqua above 
fifty thoufand dollars for his own fhare of the plun- 
- der. He afterwards formed an expedition againt 
St. Auguftine, and fucceeded, though the caftie 
was garrifoned by two hundred men. But the moft 
diftinguifhed of all was Henry Morgan, a Welfh- 
man, who, being of a roving difpofition, went 
when young to Barbadoes, from whence he removed 
to Jamaica, commenced pirate, and ferved as 
Mansheid’s lieutenant in the expedition againft 
St. Catharine’s, which they attacked and took, 
Vou. IL Gg with 
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with fifteen fhips and five hundred men, leaving 
one Simon as governor on the ifland, with a garrifon 
of one hundred men, The buccaneers were fo ele- 
vated by this conqueft, that they would have pro- 
ceeded againft Panama irfelf, had they not received 
intelligence that the Spaniards were prepared to re- 
ceive them); upon which, they retired to the ifland 
of Tortuga, in the Gulph of Mexico, about fifteen 
miles from the continent. 

In confequence of the complaints made by the 
court of Spain againft the buccaneers, Modiford 
was fent for home in cuftody, and Sir Thomas 
Lynch, who fucceeded him, received orders to 
check them. But they, not conceiving that any prac- 
tices could be illegal that broughtin money to them- 
felves and the Jamaicans, had the confidence to pro- 
pofe to Lyach to make a fettlement upon the ifle of 
St, Catharine’s ; which demand herefufed. Mans- 
field retired in difcontent to Tortuga, where he 
died ; and Simon was obliged to furrender his go- 
vernment, by capitulation, to the governor of Cofta 
Rica. Morgan now became head of the bucca- 
neers, and behaved with unparalleled boldnefs. 
His firft expedition was againft Puerto del Prin- 
cipe, which he took, and cihatta fifty thoufand 
dollars among his crew; which being compojed 
of different nations, the French here abandoned 
him, on account of the death of one of their coun- 
_trymen, 

It is difficult to reconcile the behaviour of the 
court of England at this time, towards that of 
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Spain, to the principles of goed faith. It is true, 
the Spaniards laid claim to places, and exclufive 
rights of commerce in America, which the Englifh 
had never allowed ; but ftill both crowns had always 
kept up a good correfpondence, and had mutually 
promifed a redrefs of grievances. Morgan’s next en- 
terprize was againft PuertoVelo, a rich city in the dif- 
trict of Panama, which he plundered of two hun- 
‘dred and fifty thoufand dollars, befides other rich 
merchandize ; all which centered in Jamaica. After 
this fuccefsful expedition, he, ina little time, had 
under his command fifteen fhips and nine hundred 
men, with which force he madean unfuccefsful at- — 
tempt uponHifpaniola; but afterwards attacked and 
took Macaraibo, upon the Terra-Firma, where the 
booty he made was equal to what he got at Puerto 
Velo, befides deftroying three Spanifh men of war 
off the harbour. | 

Morgan, with all the vices of a pirate, was no 
fpendthrift ; he more than once endangered his life 
by depriving his men of what they judged their 
juft due. Notwithftanding this, the fame of his 
fuccefles was fuch, that at his rendezvous next 
year at Tortuga, he found himfelf at the head of | 
two thoufand men, and thirty-feven fail of fhips. 
He now projected the conqueft of Panama it- 
felf. To facilitate this enterprize, he took poflef- 
fion of St. Catharine’s ifland, while Brodely made 
himfelf mafter of Fort Chagre, where he remained 
with a garrifon of five hundred men, to fecure a 
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retreat, Withthe remainder, Morgan then march- 
ed againft Panama, the inhabitants of which 
oppofed him with more fpirit than was ex- 
pected. Nothing could equal the diicourage-— 
ménts which he encountered in this exysedition! 
Finding the river that led towards the city hiufiee 
ble by large fhips, he was obliged to leave a'detach+ | 
ment to’take care of his fleet and artillery, and to 
embark part of his men on board canoes, while 
others marched by land, for fix days, under moft 
inconceivable miferies; from the heat of the climate 
and want’ of provifions, They had'fearcely' made 
a'junction, before they were attacked by the go- 
vernor of Panama, with four regiments of foot, 
arid two {quadrons of horfe, whom they, defeated, 
with thé lofs of fix hundred men. The vitors 
‘immediatély pufhed on to the city; mounted the 
walls, without the afliftance of artillery or fcalint 
ladders, and, after fome difpute, St matters 
of Panania. 

Morgan made ufe’ of his fuccefs with no great 
moderation ; and ftands accufed of ferting the 
town ‘on’ fire, without confulting any of his*compa- 
nions, the better to conceal the true account of the 
plunder he had fecured for hinifelf{ He’remained 
- four or five months in Paiatma, during which time 
“helaid the adjacént ‘country under contribution, 

and iffued his orders with the utmoft coolnefs, in 
which he was punctually obeyed’ by his men. 
Muck he left Panama, it is faid, that the gold, 
4 filver, 


IN AMERICA. 453 


filver, and precious fpoils of the city, loaded one 
hundred and feventy-five beafts of burthen; and 
his prifoners amounted to fix hundred, whom he 
obliged to ranfom themfelves. In his retreat, he 
plundered the town of Cruz, and demolifhed the 
fortifications of Chagre. Upon the divifion of 
this immenfe booty, each fhare did not amount to 
above fifty pounds ; which exafperated his men 
afrefh again{ft their commander, whom they ac- 
cufed of defrauding them. Morgan, apprehenfive 
- their difcontents might end in a mutiny, failed 
with four fhips, whofe crews he had gained over 
to his intereft, to Jamaica; and is faid to have 
carried with him four hundred thoufand dollars, on 
his own account, leaving the reft a his compa- 
nions at Chagre. 

In 1670, she Spanifh and Enelith crowns figned 
a treaty, the articles of which were confined to 
America only. At the time this treaty was con- 
cluded, Charles IT. was refolved to puta ftop to 
the depredations of the buccaneers ; and John lord 
“Vaughan fucceeded Sir Thomas Lynch in this go- 
vernment, who was fent home to an{wer for his con- 
duct in encouraging them. There is reafon to 
fuppofe that Morgan, when upon his expedition 
againft Panama, got intelligence of what had 
pafied between the courts of England and Spain ; 
for he declared, he would give over buccaneering 
the moment he arrived at Tainaien. 
Though Vaughan had ftrict orders to puta flop 
to the piracies againft the Spaniards, yet he feems 
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to have brought over a pardon for paft offences of 
this kind, which had been aceepted by Morgan; 
for about this time he was knighted, on account of 
his valour, and was made one of the commiffioners 
of the admiralty at Jamaica, where he had purchafed 
a large eftate, and was making very confiderable 
iMprovements. Jamaica, at this time, laboured un- 
der the fame misfortune as Barbadoes, by the in- 
— flitution of the Royal African company of Eng- 
land, whofe fhips, affifted by thofe of the crown, 
feized all Jamaica veffels which they found trading 
to any part of Guinea, and, under pretence of their 
charter, committed terrible depredations upon the 
Jamaica trade; and, as the importation of negroes 
is fo capital a point with all the Sugar Iflands, muft 
have ruined them, had not the trade been laid 
open by parliament. 

An incident which happened at this time was of 
great fervice to Jamaica, though judged prejudicial 
to our Wefl-India trade in general. England 
ceded to Holland Surinam, a very flourifhing {fet- 
tlement, in confideration of certain ceffions made 
by the Dutch in North-America; a fcheme dic- 
tated by the duke of York, for the benefit of his 
North-American friends. ‘The Surinam Englifh 
were fettled at Jamaica, in St. Elizabeth’s precinct, 
to the number of fifteen hundred planters, befides 
their families, where lands were affigned them to 

cultivate. 
Lord Vaughan was fucceeded, in 1678, by 
~ Charles, earl of Carlifle, during whofe adminiftra- 
tion, 
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tion, the people of Jamaica entertained the fame 
apprehenfions that then filled all England, as if the 
French, Irifh, and Englifh papifts had entered into 
a confpiracy to exterminate the proteftants. Their 
alarms were not a little increafed by the neighbour- 
hood of Monf. d’Eftrees, with a {trong fquadron ; 
and Lord Carlifle’s time, during his government, 
was almoft wholly {pent in making preparations 
to receive the enemy, or in ufing endeavours to 
remove the apprehenfions of the people: The 
* climate difagreeing with his conftitution, he return- 
ed to England in 1680, leaving Sir Henry Mor- 
gan deputy-governor; who, to make amends for 
his former conduct, was extremely vigilant againft 
pirates, and furprized, in Cow bay, a pirate {loop, 
commanded by one Everfon,.a Dutchman, but 
manned by Englifh. Everfon was killed in the 
engagement ; but the crew, as no proof of their 
depredations on the Spaniards could be obtained in 
Jamaica, were fent to Carthagena, to be tried ard 

punifhed by the Spanifh government. | 
In 1682, Sir Thomas Lynch, a warm loyalitt, 
was again appointed governor of Jamaica; and, to 
wipe off the fufpicion he had formerly incurred of 
encouraging pirates, exerted himfelf the more re- 
markably in fuppreffling them. Sir Henry Mor- 
gan, notwithftanding his great fervices, was fent 
prifoner to England. He pleaded the commiftion 
of the governor and council of Jamaica, and the 
public thanks they had given him, in defence of his 
actions ; but this did not prevent his fuffering a 
Geg4 long 
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long minifterial profecution, without being brought 
to a trial, to the ruin of his health and private 
fortune. The aflembly, about this time, gave a 
fubflantial proof of their loyalty, by continuing 
his majefty’s revenue in the ifland for twenty-one. 
Vearsine =~ 

Under Sir Thomas Lynch, feveral excellent laws 
were paffed for the good of the ifland. -Notwith- 
{tanding all bis care, the French, Dutch, and fome 
Englifh pirates fill continued to infeft thofe 

feas; many of them having French commil- 
cons, that crown being then at war with Spain. 
The king’s fhips, the Ruby and Guernfey, were 
perpetually cruizing to windward againft them ,; 
and the governor fitted out a.galley, which 
was: of great fervice in {fcouring the coaft. The 
Englifh commanders, however, were greatly puz- 
zled how to behave towards fuch pirates as carried 
French commiffions, and who never offered any 
violence to the fubjeéts of England. The king of 
France, however, foon found that no benefit ac- 
crued to himfelf, or his fubjects, by his erant- 
ing commiffions to pirates, who, when opportu- 
nity offered, plundered all nations equally ; and 
therefore difpatched orders to his governors in 
America to recall all French commiffions that had 
been granted to thofe free-booters, who were hence- 
forward to be deemed common pirates. 

Colonel Fender Molefworth fucceeded Sir Tho- 
mas Lynch, and proclaimed king James the Se- 
cond’s acceffion in the ifland, with great folemni- 
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ty, and tranfmitted home a moft loyal congratu- 
‘latory addrefs. A polt-office was foon after erect- 
ed in Jamaica; and, in 1687, the duke of Alber- 
marle, fon of him who had fo great a fhare in the 
reftoration of Charles 11. having impaired his fi- 
nances, was fent governor to this ifland, where he 
might retrieve his fortune, as to a kind of honoura- 
ble banifhment, for his zeal againft popery. On 
Sunday, the roth of February, this year, a moft 
dreadful earthquake was felt all over the ifland, 
which damaged a vaft number of houfes, and ruin- 
ed many fugar-works. The fad confequences of thefe 
earthquakes had been frequently felt by the Englifh 
fince they had been in poffeffion of the ifland, hav- 
ing neglected the precautions of the Spaniards, who 
built their houfes very low, with light roofs, and 
piles driven deep into the ground. - The duke did 
not long enjoy his new government; the climate, 
and hard drinking, haftened .his death. Little 
worth notice occurred during his government. A 
proclamation indeed was publifhed, for the more _ 
effectually fuppreffing pirates in America; but this - 
was little elfe than mere matter of form, they be- 
ing quite rooted out before this time. Upon the 
duke’s death, colonel Hender Molefworth was, by 
the council and affembly, again appointed governor. 
About this time the Revolution happened, and a 
convention was entered into between Spain and 
England for fupplying the Spanifh Weft-Indies 
with negroes; whereupon Don St. Jago del 
Caftillo, afterwards knighted by king William, 
was appointed Spanifh commiflary at Jamaica. 

. In 
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In 1690, the earl of Inchiquin was appointed 
governor. On the 29th of June following, a dan- 
gerous confpiracy broke out among the negroes. 
In 1691, the French attempting a fettlement upon 
Hifpaniola, lord Inchiquin had orders to diflodge 
them, if poffible. Accordingly, he difpatched 
the Swan and Guernfey men of war, the Quaker 
ketch, and a large tranfport, with nine hundred 
men, to Hifpaniola. This armament raifed great 
expectations ; but only took a few {mall veffels 
at fea, and deftroyed a few inconfiderable works 

by land. 

— Onthe 27th of June, 1692, Jamaica was vifited 
with another moft dreadful earthquake. Port 
Royal, the fineft and moft populous town in the 
Weft-Indies, was totally deftroyed. The wharfs 
funk down at once, and water to the depth of fe- 
veral fathoms filled the place where the {treet had 
ftood : the earth, in opening, fwallowed up people, 
and threw out their bodies in other parts of the 
town, and with fuch rapidity, that fome of them 
lived many years after. Northward of the town, a 
thovfand acres were funk, mountains were fplit ; 
-and no fewer than two thoufand fouls perifhed in 
the town. The fhips in the harbour fhared this 
difafter ; feveral were loft, and the motion of the 
fea carried the Swan frigate over the tops of 
houfes, without overfetting. The reft of the ifland 
fuffered in proportion. In fhort, its horrors were. 
fo great as to exceed all defcription. 

But the earthquake itfelf was far lefs ruinous to 
the ifland than its confequences, At leaft three 
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thoufand white inhabitants died of peftilential dif- 
eafes, caufed by the putrid efuvia that iffued from 
the apertures. The lofs which the planters and mer- 
chants fuftained was immenfe; but the affembly 
humanely exempted the fufferers from paying large 
fums as duty upon wine that had been deltroyed. 
Before the Jamaicans had time to recover them- 
felves, the French invaded the north fide of the 
ifland with three hundred men ; but the Guernfey 
man of war, and fome other floops, burnt their fhips, 
and deftroyed or made prifoners all who had land- 
ed, excepting eighteen, who made their efcape in a 
floop. An annual faft was inftituted in commemo- 
ration of this dreadful judgment. | 

Lord Inchiquin dying in Jamaica, in 1692, was 
fucceeded by colonel William Beefton, who on this 
occafion was knighted ; and, upon his arrival, 
remedied a number of abufes that prevailed 
during the former government *. In 1694, Sir 
William Beefton receiving information, that three | 
fifty-gun fhips had ites at Petit-Guaves, from 
France, put the ifland into a proper itate of defence. 
His intelligence proved true: On the 17th of June, 
the three French men of war, in company with 
about feventeen privateer-floops and tran{ports, 
commanded by Monf. du Caffe, the French go- 
vernor of Hifpaniola, appeared off the ifland, and 
landing their troops at Cow Bay, about feven 


* In 1693, agents were firft appointed for fettling the colo- 
ny’s affairs in England, with a falary of four hundred and fifty 
pounds per annum: 


leagues 


460 BRITISH EMPIRE 


leagues eaft of Port Royal, plundered the planta- 
tions, and after committing a great many barbari- 
ties retired, upon the approach of fome Enelifh 
forces. ‘They next landed fifteen hundred men in 
Carlifle Bay, in Vere parifh, to the weftward of 
Port Royal, and attacked a breaftwork defended by 
two hundred Englifh, whom they compelled to re- 
treat, after a very {mart engagement. In the mean 
time five companies of foot, and fome horfe, ad- 
vancing again{t the enemy, made them retreat pre- 
cipitately, eefth confiderable lofs.. The two follow- 
ing days were fpent in continued fkirmifhes, in 
which the French loft a great many men, and fome 
of their beft officers. This difcouraged them from 
prosteding in the enterprize : under the cover of 
night they reimbarked their men, and fet the pri- 
fanees afhore, having loft in this ex: es above 
feven hundred men. 

The next year a fquadron was ferit to Jamaica, 
under the command of captain Wilmot, with twelve 
hundred land forces on board, to make an attempt 
upon the French fettlements in Elifpaniola, in con- 
cert with the Spanifh governor of St. Domingo. 
Colonel Lillingfton, who commanded the Jand- 
forces, landed his men within three leagues of Cape 
Francois, the principal French fettlement in Hif- 
paniola, on the r8th of June, amidit a brifk fire 
from the enemy, while Wilmot bore up within can- 
non-fhot of the fort. Wilmot, in fearching fora 
place to land, narrowly efcaped falling into an am- 
bufcade ; however, next night he returned with an 
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additional force, which fo daunted the French, that 
they immediately blew up their fort, Gred the town, 
and retreated in the night with the utmoft precipi- 
tation, leaving behind ae forty pieces of cannon, 
unfpiked,. which fell into the hands of the Englifh,: 
who next morning plundered the town. 

Port au Paix, the ftrongeft French fettlement in 
Hifpaniola, was next attacked. Wilmot waited 
fome days in expeCtation of the arrival of the land- 
forces ; but being difappointed, landed a party of 
ee about ee miles eaft of Port au Paix, and 
deftroyed the plantations to the walls. of the fort, 
which was built in the form of a quadrangle, and 
landing his heavy artillery, in a few days, opened 
fome Lueeenes to the weft.of the fort, which the 
feamen ferved fo furioufly, that the French foon 
abandoned the place; but were intercepted i in their 
retreat, and almoft all their officers fain, or taken 
prifoners. Such in. general is the account of this 
expedition, which might have been {till more be- 
neficial, had Wilmot followed his inftructions. lite- 
rally, which were to a&t againft Petit G Guaves, and 
to deftroy in his return the French fifheries on the 
banks of Newfoundland, Wilmot died on his 
paflage to England, where the fleet arrived in a 
miferable ae a: : 

“In 1696, Monf. de Pointis, with a - powerful 
French {quadron, made a feint of attacking this 
ifland ; but though he had on board two thouland 
buccaneers; the Jeramcans made fo good a fhew, 
plies he fheered off without making any attempt 

on 
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againft it. By this time, admiral Nevil, in con- 
junction with a Dutch fquadron, had failed in queft 
of him; but De Pointis receiving intelligence of 
his being in thole feas, bore away for the Bahama 
iflands ; but at laft fell in with the Englith fqua- 
dron ; from which he efcaped, tho’ one of his richeft 
fhips, valued at two hundred thoufand pounds, was 
taken, and carried into Jamaica. Admiral Nevil, 
in concert with the Dutch admiral, Meefe, attacked 
and burnt Petit Guaves ; but died of a broken heart 
on his paflage to Virginia, having been refufed ad- 
mittance into the harbour of the Havannah. De 
Pointis more fortunate, efcaped a fecond time 
from an Englifh fquadron, which he found lying at 
anchor in the Bay of St. John’s, in Newfoundland ; 
and a third time from a fquadron commanded by 
captain Harlow, which he outfailed. 

One Paterfon, a Scotchman, learning from 
Dampier, and other Welt-Indian adventurers in 
London, that the ifthmus of Darien was inhabited 
by an independent people, who would willingly 
permit any European nation to fettle in their coun- 
try, on condition of affifting them againft the Spani- 
ards, formed a project for peopling this fpot with 
his countrymen ; and for raifing in Holland, Ham- 
~ burgh, &c. fubfcriptions towards carrying it into 
execution. Upon this project was grafted ano- 
ther, for a trade between Scotland and Africa, 
notwithftanding the charter of the Royal African 
company. The fcheme met with prodigious en- 
couragement ; and an act was paffed in Scotland 

| for 
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for erecting a company, called, the company of 
Scotland trading to Africa and the Weft-Indies, 
with great immunities, which occafioned an uni- 
verfal ferment in England; petitions and remonf- 
trances were prefented to the king by the Eaft-In- 
dia company, France, Spain, and Holland, who 
all complained of the Scotch project, as_ utterly 
inconfiftent with their commercial rights : even 
both houfes of parliament remonftrated, that the 
Jate Scotch act, if carried into execution, muft ab- 
folutely deftroy the moft valuable branches of the 
Enghfh commerce. 

The Scotch, however, continued raifing fub- 
{criptions, with uncommon fuccefs, particularly in 
Hamburgh, where an hundred thoufand pounds 
were fubfcribed ; upon which his majefty ordered 
the Enelifh refident at Hamburgh, to threaten the 
fenate with his higheft difpleafure, if they entered 
into any treaty with the Scotch. Thus they were 
difappointed in their great expectations at Ham- 
burgh, as well asin England. Repeated addreffes 
from the company, and even from the parliament 
of Scotland, were prefented to the king, without 
their receiving any fatisfactory an{wers ; yet their 
difappointment was far from damping their zeal ; 
four hundred thoufand pounds were fubfcribed, 
noble offices and warehoufes were erected, and four 
 fixty-gun fhips, befides tranfports and tenders, 
were built for the fervice of the colony. 3 

At length, three of their fhips, and two tenders, 
with two hundred men on board, failed from the 
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Frith, in 1698, and arrived fafe in the Bay of Da 
rien, and immediately took poffeffion of St. Ca- 
tharine’s ifland, which they fortified, its port being 
fecure and capacious enough for fhips of the great- 
eft burthéen. Orders were now fent to the feveral go- 
vernors of the American provinces and Welt-In- 
dia iflands, ftrictly prohibiting them to give the 
Scotch any fupply. Inthe mean while, the Spanifh 
governor of Santa Maria attacked the new {fettle- 
mént ; but was defeated, with the lofs of an hun- 
dréd men,-and taken prifoner. - Great part of their 
provifions having been confumed during their 
voyage, they were foon threatened with famine, 
being unable to comply with the exorbitant de- 
mands of thofe who would have carried on a 
elandeftine trade with them ; and'thus were forced 
to'abandon' the fpot which had feemed to promife 
fach immenfe'riches. Their miferies after quitting 
Dafien’ were inexpreffible : thofe who arrived at 
Jamaica were coufidered as little better than pirates, 
and received no other relief than what they paid 
for with their few remaining. goods. Scarcely 
had’ the firft colony abandoned: Darien, before a 
frefh recruit arrived’; but their principal vidtual- 
ling tran{port havin: been burnt by atcident, they 
too were obliged to’ quit the colony. A third 
embarkation, better’ provided’ than either of the 
former, landed’ foon after, but mifcarried, through 
the divifions of thofe who had the management 
of it; fo that, unable to-refift the Spaniards, they 
alfo abandoned the fettlement, by capitulation. 

: | In 
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In 1699 admiral Benbow arrived at Jamaica, 
with a confiderable fquadron; but during his 
paffage, a peftilential diftemper carried off an 
incredible number of feamen, which difabled this 
active commander from undertaking any expedi- 
tion againft the enemy this year. “Two Eng- 
lith men of war were caft away near Hifpaniola ; 
and Fort Charles, in Port Royal, was blown up by 
accident. In the courfe of the following year, Sir 
- William Beefton died, and was fucceeded, in April 
1701, by major-general Selwyn, who died foon af- 
ter his arrival. Upon his death, Peter Beckford, 
Efq; was appointed lieutenant-governor by the 
council. A war now breaking out between Eng- 
land and France, on account of the duke of An- 
jou’s fucceffion to the Spanifh crown, admiral Ben- 
bow exerted his utmoft endeavours to intercept the 
French fleet under Monf. du Caffe, whom he in- 
deed defeated ; but through the cowardice and 
difobedience of four of his captains, after a running 
fight that lafted two or three days, was obliged to 
defift, before he had effeéted the total deftruction 
of the French fquadron. In this engagement, the 
admiral had his leg broke by a chain fhot, of which 
wound he died foon after. The two captains, 
Kirby and Wade, were fhot for cowardice; Hud- 
fon died before his trial; and Conftable was ca- 
fhiered from her majefty’s fervice, for breach of or- 
ders, and neglect of duty. Upon the admiral’s 
_ deceafe, rear.admiral Whetftone took upon him the. 


command of the fquadron at Jamaica, where the 
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fpirit of privateering was now very ftrong, A 
{mall fquadron from thence plundered and burnt a 
town called Toulon, about twelve miles from Car- 
thagena. The fleet then failed up the river Dariens 
and being joined by the Indians, attacked the 
fort of Santa Maria, got pofleffion of the mines, 
and, in three weeks time, gained fourfcore pounds 
weight of gold duft, befides difcovering fome plate 
that had been buried by the inhabitants ; and after- 
wards burnt the town, and carried’off the negroes. 
Some vefiels went farther up the river, in fearch of 
another mine, but without fuccefs ; and two floops 
landed near Trinidada, which they plundered and 
burnt. 

Lord Peterborough, who upon the death of Mr. - 
Selwyn had been appointed governor, never went 
to the ifland ; but, in 1703, colonel Handafyde was 
appointed lieutenant-governor by the crown, foon 
after whofe arrival, the town of Port Royal was 
burnt to the ground: however, the two royal forts, 
and magazines, were not damaged ; nor any of the 
fhips in the harbour burnt, except one brigantine 
anda floop. Theaffembly voted, that Port Royal 
fhould not be rebuilt; and that the inhabitants 
fhould remove to Kingfton. Port Royal conti- 
nued a long time a mere heap of rubbifh; but a 
{mall handfome town has been fince built on the 
fame fpot. 

In 1704, vice-admiral Graydon mh with a 
fquadron. On his paffage, he fell in with Du Caffe’s 
fleet, which had juft efcaped from admiral Ben- 
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bow, and was very foul and leaky. Captain Cle- 
land, of the Montague, attacked the fternmoft fhip; 
but was inftantly called off by Graydon, who pre- 
tended the urgency of his orders, in excufe for this 
fhameful conduét. Having colleéted what force 
he could at Jamaica, and the other Weft-Indian 
iflands, he failed for Placentia, in Newfoundland, 
and held a council of war, where it was deter- 
mined, that the French were too well prepared 
to juftify an attack, and accordingly returned to 
England. On his arrival, he was difmiffed the 
fervice, for his mifbehaviour. 

In the mean while, admiral Whetftone deftroy- 
ed a great many French and Spanifh fhips, in 
their harbours, and brought off an hundred and 
twenty prifoners, with a very confiderable booty. 
Among the fhips he deftroyed, were four French 
_ privateers, that were intended to plunder the ifland. 
The privateers were equally fuccefsful. Captain 
Kerr, who commanded the fquadron during Whet- — 
ftone’s return to England, behaved with the utmoft 
tyranny, and was fufpecled of holding a corref- 
pondence with the French. The Jamaicans, how- 
evet, profecuted him in England with fuch effeét, 
that he loft his commiffion, and the inftruments ef 
his tyranny were punifhed. At this time, the Ja- 
maicans were diflatisfied with the condu& of their 
governor, who had fuffered one Rigby to monopo- 
lize feveral of the moft lucrative employments in 
the ifland. The affembly paffed a bill again& fuch 
engrofiments, which, after fome alterations, was at 
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laft allowed in England. The differences between 
the governor anid’ aflembly ftill continuing, lord 
Archibald Hamilton was fent over as governor, 
who arriving in July, 1711, deferred the meet- 
ing of the affembly, by the advice of Rigby, Bro- 
derick, the attorney-general, and one Stuart, a phy- 
fician, all violent Tories. Hoftilities ftill continued 
between France and England, in the Weft -Indies ; 
and the French admiral Coffart, after making a 
defcent on Montferrat, threatened Jamaica. The 
univerfal -confternation for fome time fufpended 
party heats; and an embargo was laid on the fhip- 
ping, which proved fatal to many of them, through 
a terrible hurricane, that deftroyed the canes all 
over the ifland, and did incredible damage, though 
it lafted but fix hours. 

The great numbers of Scotch and Irifh who at- 
tended lord Archibald to Jamaica, difgufted the in- 
habitants ; as feveral arbitrary acts of government 
were committed to fupply thefe hungry adven- 
turers, particularly, lands were feized, under pre- 
tence of being efcheated to the crown. Thefe prac- 
tices were at laft fo flagrant, that the affembly 
paffed three aéts ; the firft, for preventing any per- 
fon from holding two offices or pofts in the ifland ; 
the fecond, for regulating exorbitant fees ; and the 
third, for quieting men’s poffeffions, and preventing 
vexatious fuits at law. The ifland, at this time, 
was in a moft deplorable fituation. Its governors, 
bred up either in the army or navy, refided in’ 
chancery, where their will was their law; the chief 
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juflice had a few years before been a cabbin-boy, 
si marrying a planter’s widow, had become a 
judge ; and all the other judges and juftices in the 
ifland were of the fame ftamp. | 
After the peace of Utrecht, the fhips of war 
which had been ftationed here being recalled, 
the merchants and principal inhabitants applied 
to the governor to grant letters of marque, for 
the fecurity of the ifland againft free-booters. 
Some of thefe commiffions being abufed, a great 
clamour was railed againft lord Archibald ; which 
increafed, when floops were fitted out from Ja- 
maica for fihing upon the wrecks of fome rich 
Spanifh fhips, lott near the. Bahama iflands, of 
which the governor of Cuba complained, as an in- 
fraction of the treaties between the two crowns. 
At the acceffion of George I. the Jamaicans raifed 
a purfe of a thoufand pounds, for the encourage- 
ment of their agents in England, employed to oD- 
tain redrefs of their erievances ; and lord Archibald 
was recalled, and fent prifoner to England, upon a 
charge of encouraging piracy, of which he was af- 
terwards acquitted, and Peter Haywood, Efq; ap- 
pointed in his room, who was almoft immediately 
fucceeded by Sir Nicholas Lawes, an eminent 
‘planter. Sir Nicholas repaired the fortifications 
‘of Port Royal; and obferving, that the remains of 
the buccaneers and pirates, who did infinite pre- 
judice to the Englith trade, always found a ready 
afylum in the Spanifh fettlements by embracing 
the Roman catholic religion, requefted_ commodore 
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Vernon, to demand fatisfaction of the governor of 
Trinidada for the depredations of the Spaniards ; 
to demand Nicholas Brown and Chriftopher Win- 
ter, as traitors and pirates; and to threaten re- 
prifals, in cafe of arefufal. But his menaces were 
in vain; and Sir Nicholas, not chufing to proceed 
to the execution of his threats, publifhed a procla- 
mation for apprehending Brown and Winter, with 
five hundred pounds reward for each. Thefe 
rough proceedings againft the Spaniards were far 
from being agreeable to the people in general, on 
account oF their lucrative trade with the Spanifh 
Weft-Indies, and produced a breach between the 
affembly and the governor, who threatened, that if 
they did not comply, the government would take 
advantage of the precarioufnefs of their tenures, 
and fecure his majefty’s intereft, without their af- 
fiftance. But all political differences were fufpend- 
ed for atime by a moft terrible hurricane, which 
happened on the 30th of Auguft, 1722, and did 
incredible Be ntiges Tn the beginning of May this 
year, the Launcefton took a Spanie guarda cofta, 

with fifty-eight men, which had taken a Jamaica 
fnow, fix leapiies off Hifpaniola. As fuch captures 
were eee of the treaties fubfifting between 
the two kingdoms, the governor, council, and cap- 
tains of his majefty’s fhips, held a council of war 
for trying them 3 and forty-three being convicted 
of piracy and robbery, were executed. This fe- 
verity was far from Clofing the breach between the 
governor < and the affembly, fo that he defired to be 
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recalled ; but not before the militia had been form- 
ed into a regiment of horfe, and eight regiments 
of infantry ; a regulation the more neceflary, as 
the runaway negroes were grown formidable, and 
made excurfions as far as Spanifh Town. 

Such was the firuation of affairs, when the Jamai- 
cans employed in their defence the Mofquitos, an 
Indian nation on the continent, inhabiting a fandy 
bay between Truxillo and Honduras, where they 
were driven by the Spaniards, from Honduras. 
During the government of theduke of Albermarle, 
thefe itidiags put themfelves under the protection 
of England. Ever fince, aoe the death of their 
king, ee next heir repairs to Jamaica, where he 
proves his title to the crown, and receives his com- 
miffion from the governor. They are a quiet, in- 
offenfive people, except to the Spaniards, who 
drove them from their native country, for whom 
they have an invincibie averfion ; and are fo well 
defended by mountains and moraffes, that the 
Spaniards haye never been able to conquer them. 
About the year 1690, they obtained a confiderable 
victory over the Spanifh Indians, and were fince in- 
vited to refide in Jamaica ; but their love of inde- 
pendency made them refufe this offer. No Ame- 
rican Indians are more expert hunters and fifhers ; 
and they are fo ufeful at fea, that moft Jamaica 
traders engage fome of them in their fervice. Their 
king, or fome of their chiefs, always compliment a_ 
new governor On his arrival, and are treated with 
great civility. Their manners and cuftoms greatly 
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refemble thofe of the other Indian nations. “T'wo 
hundred of thefe Indians were formed into two 
companies, under their own officers, with regular 
pay ; who, during their {tay upon the ifland, which 
was but a few months, did very confiderabile fervice 
againit the negroes. 

The differences between tne governor and affem- 
bly, who feem to ‘have affumed an independency 
incompatible with the principles of the Englifh go- 
vernment, ftill continuing, the duke of Portland, a 
great fufferer by the South-iea fcheme, was ap- 
pointed to fucceeed Sir Nicholas Lawes ; and colo- 
nel Dubourgay was made licutenant-governor, 
who had been nominated to the fame place under 
-Sir Nicholas, but had never exercifed his office. 
His grace, with his dutchefs, after touching at Bar- 
badoes, where they were magnificently entertained, 
arrived at Jamaica the 22d of December, 1722. 

The duke was far more affable, and eafy of ac- 
cefs than any of their former governars; and the 
iflanders, on the ather hand, fettled five thoufand 
a-vear upon his grace, being double what had been 
allowed to any former governor. Great inteftine 
. divifions fubfifiing among the iflanders, fome of 
whom were upon very bad terms with the affembly 
and council, his grace exerted himfelf.to the urmoft 
to reconcile their differences. But one of the moft 
dificult parts of his adminiftration had relation to 
an old claim which had been fet up by the Jamai- 
cans, of having their laws rendered perpetual, 
though it had been always difcouraged by their go- 
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vernors ; but they were in hopes, that the generous 
provifion which they had made for the duke would 
induce him to comply with their requeft ; and ac- 
cordingly, foon. after his arrival, pafled a law 
to that efieét; to which his grace gave a nega- 
tive, acquainting the affzmbly, ** That the affair 
had been confidered at home; and that the ob- 
jections to it were of fuch weight, as not to 
leave the leaft room to expect that the bill 
would meet with his majefiy’s approbation.” His 
grace met with another great difficulty, the tet- 
tling of the filver coin, the value of which had 
been fixed, by proclamation, in the reign of queen 
Anne*; but had been difregarded fo far by the Ja- 
-maicans, that they had raifed their money three- 
pence upon each dollar ; which produced a repre- 
fentation from the principal Weft-India merchants, 
both at Jamaica and London, to the then fecre- 
tary of ftate, in confequence of whofe advice his — 
grace undertook to remedy the evil, and fucceeded, 


* Seville pieces of eight, old plate. oe o 6 © 
Ditto, new plate a Ns 4 gt 
Mexico pieces of eight — er hen Ge 
Pillar pieces of eight een aren ee 
Peru pieces of eight ——- omens 0:5. 102 
Crofs doilars — _—— — Geo le 
Ducatoons of Flanders —- ——. ps ee, 
French crowns, or grand ecu. ————— oe '-6 
Crufades of Portugal ene Stata Oz oak 
Rixdollars of Germany — G69 6 
o 6 102 


Dutch three guilder pieces —_—_> — 
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The great quantity of uncultivated land, contrary 
to the tenor and fpirit of the original grants, had 
long been a fubject of complaint in Eneland ; be- 
caufe, had they been properly improved, the fugar 
trade muft have been extended, and the French 
checked in their vaft fale for thofe commodi- 
ties in the European markets: an evil apparent- 
ly owing to the felfith views of the great plant- 
ers, who, thouch poffefied of vaft tracts of im- 
proveable fugar lands, did not chufe to cultivate 
them; the fcarcity of fugars keeping their price 
high enough to anfwer their end, without being at 
farther expence. His grace ftrongly recommended 
the removal of this abufe to the council and affem- 
bly ; but to little effect. The bad ftate of the 
high roads, occafioned by the vaft conveniences 
of water-carriage, was another obje&t which he 
recommended to the legiflature of the iland, who 
removed the grievance ; fo that at prefent there 
are convenient communications between all the 
principal parts of the iland. The want of cler- 
gymen of piety, morals, and reputation, being al- 
foa third matter of complaint, owing chiefly to 
the uncertain eg made for them, an ample 
provifion was now fettled for the clergy. . The en- 
dowment of the minifter of St. Catharine’s was 
fixed at three hundred pounds per annum ; that of 
Port Royal at two hundred and fifty pounds; three 
others, at two hundred pounds per annum, and 
all the reft at ome hundred and fifty pounds per 
annum, which, with the large perquifites, might 
be juftly confidered a comfortable provifion, 
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Ta 1726, the growing connections between the 
imperial ahd Spanifh courts having given umbrage 
to the Englifh miniftry, admiral Taker was aad 
with a fauadron to prevent the arrival of the Spa- 
nifh trealures in Europe for that year, in order to 
difable the court of Madrid from executing the 
{chemes it had formed in favour of the pretender. 
The duke of Portland did not live to fee the event 
of this expedition; dying of a fever on the 4th of 
July, 1726, fincerely lamented by the whole ifland. 
- Hofier arrived with his {fquadron before Porto- 
bello, and demanded the South-Sea company’s thip, 
the Royal George, which was inttantly delivered to 
him. The fecrets of the Britifh councils, at this 
time, were very ill kept ; for ten days before his 
arrival at Porto-bello, an advyice-boat, from Old. 
Spain, breught an account of his tntention, upon 
which the treafure was relanded, and carried back 
to Panama; otherwife, he muft have met at fea 
the Spanifh galleons, on board which were above 
fix millions fterling.. Hofier being tied up from 
committing any ores hottilities then merely pre- 
venting the gaileons from failing for Europe, was 
obliged to lie off that fickly coaft till difeafes iwept 
away fuch numbers of his feamen, that he became 
an object of ridicule to the Spaniards, and of com- 
paffion to his countrymen at Jamaica, who gene- 
roufly afforded him fuccours of all kinds. 

After the death of the duke of Portland, the go- 
yernment devolved upon John Ayicough, ifq; as 
prefident of the councils 3; a gentleman of unexcep- 
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tionable character, who held the adminiftration till 
the arrival of major-general Hunter, appointed 
governor by his majelty, for his great knowledge of 
American affairs. Governor Hunter arrived ia the 
Lark man of war, on the 29th of January, 1728, 
and iffued writs for the meeting of the affembly, on 
the 2: ft of March following, who made hima pre- 
fent of fix theufand pounds, which he accepted, 
‘potwithftanding the general inftructions given to 
the Weft-Indian governors; but refufed to grant 
him a falary of more than two thoufand five hun- 

dred pounds per annum. 

foenumerate all the Spanith Spt during 

his adminiftration, would be endlefs. The paffive 
behaviour of the Englifh court rendered the nation 
every where contemptible. But the people of Ja- 
maica were not wanting to themfelves: they tranf- 
mitted to England particulars of all their loffes, in 
the moft ageravating terms ; which excited fo uni- 
verfal.a fpirit of deteftation againft the Spaniards, 
that at lat a war broke out between the two 
‘erawns, to the great mortification of the Englifh 
miniftry. Governor Hunter, upon fome furmile of 
the defigns of the Spaniards, laid an embargo upon 
the suleeals which was confidered as an oppreffive 
.meafure, and detrimental to the trade of the ifland; 
and anmputing the diffatisfaction of the 1fanders to 
ee recaled papifts, procured an a&t of afrembly, by 
which ali perfons, from fixteen to fixry, were obliged 
to abyure the church of Rome. The bill met with 
@ warm, and perhaps indifcreet oppolition; but 
the 
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the governor’s intereft prevailed. Fle died in 
March, 1734. Among many other plans for the 
benefit of the Weft-India iflands, Governor Hunter 
laid one before the government for fending fix 
independent companies, for the protection of the 
iland 5 a meafure the more neceffary, as the rebel- 
lious negroes were now very numerous, had in- 
veigled great numbers of their countrymen to join 
them, and had fortified a pafs in the mountains, 
_ called Nawny; being fupplied with powder and 
fire arms by certain Jews, probably employed by 
the French and Spaniards, who threatened a 
defcent. : 

Mr, Ayfcough now, a fecond time, fucceeded to- - 
the government, till his majefty’s pleafure thould 
be known. Senfible of the neceffity of immediate. - 
ly fapprefling the negroes, martial law took place, 
by which every man was to become a foldier. Cap- 
tain Stoddart, at the head of a ftrong party, with 
three field-pieces, undertook to diflodge them from 
Nawny. He accordingly got, before night, to the 
foot of the hill, and obferving the utmoft caution 
and filence, mounted the narrow paffage leading to 
it in the dark, without being perceived; and hay- 
ine got the field-pieces mounted upon the emt- 
nence, began to play upon the negroe town with 
cartridge fhot and mufket bullets, which killing and 
wounding great numbers, the whole fled with the 
utmoft precipitation. Their town was demolithed, 
their provifions deftroyed, and they fuffered more 
that day than they had done for twenty years be- 
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fore; with little or no lofs on the fide of the Englif ii; 
and, after a few other fkirmifhes, were entirely dif- 
abled froni rebelling again, for many years. By 
this time, the fix independent companies arrived 
from England, to whom the affembly gave an ad+ 
ditional pay, finding them very ufeful in garrifon- 
ing the different pofts of the ifland. | 
Henry Cunningham, Efg; a Scotch member of 
parliament; next fueceeded to the government of 
Jamaica; who owed his preferment entirely to the 
partiality of the then minifter of ftate, Sir Robert 
Walpole. Before his arrival, Mr. Ayfcough was 
dead, and the adminiftration had devolved on Mr: 
_ Gregory, who had been chief juftice. Cunning- 
ham had feveral altercations with the planters, be- 
ing inftructed to endeavour to allay the {pirit 
of refentment againft the Spaniards ; and being 
naturally intemperate, died of a fever, contract- 
ed at an entertainment, fix weeks after his ar- 
rival, Upon his death, Sir Orlando Bridgman 
was nominated to the government ; but never vi- 
fited the ifland. Mr, Gregory, therefore, as prefiz 
dent of the council, reaflumed the adminiftration of 
the ifand; but the clamours againft Spain became 
fo outrageous in England, that the minifter found 
himfelf under a neceflity of appointing fome man 
of character and refolution ; and accordingly, Ed« 
ward Trelawney, Efq; was made governor, Mr, 
Trelawney’s firft care was to put the ifland ina 
proper ftate of defence, and to heal its inteftine di- 
vifions. The rebellious negroes, though defeated, 
were 
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far from being fubdued ; and not only kept pof- 
feffion of the woods, and lurking places in the 
mountains, but were a terror to all who lived near 5 
fo that great tracts of the beft land in the ifland lay 
uncultivated, To have attempted to reduce them 
by arms, at this time, would have been highly im- 
politic, as the Spaniards would have certainly fup- 
plied them with ftores of all kinds. Mr. Tre- 
lawney, therefore, offered them pardon and fecus 
rity, which they readily embraced, on condition of 
being governed by one of their own number, 
fubject to the controul of the governor of Jamaica, 
and to the infpection of certain whites, who were to 
refide among them, 

In 1739, the Shoreham man of war was Adie 
patched to the Weft-Indies, with orders for making | 
reprifals on Spain, which were received with 
the greateft joy; more efpecially at Jamaica, 
from whence great numbers of privateers were in- 
ftantaneoufly fitted out. Commodore Brown, who 
commanded the fquadron lying there, put to fea 
with five fhips of war, and proceeded dire€tly to the 
Havannah ; but the officers of the navy not think- 
ing thefe orders fufficiently authorized them to ats 
tack the Spanith fettlements, commodore Brown, 
through fear of exceeding his orders, loft feveral 
opportunities of diftrefling the enemy. 

The arts and influence of the minifter would 
have continued to defeat the voice of the nation, 
had-not the court of Spain baffled all his comply- 
ing meafures, difdaining even to fave common ap- 
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pearances; fo that at laft his majefty was convinced 
_ how abfolutely necefiary it was.to purfue vigorous 
meafures. Accordingly, captain Vernon was pitch- 
~edon to command an expedition againft the Spa- 
nifh Weft-Indies, with which he was perfectly ac- 
quainted. | 
Vernon, immediately upon his arrival, attacked — 
Porto-bello, with only fix fhips of the line, made 
himfelf mafter of the town and forts, and entire- 
ly demolifhed the fortifications. His next attempt 
was againft the town of Chagre; in which he was. 

equally fuccefsful. Caan 
The eftablifhment of the South-Sea company, 
and the affiento-contract, gave a fevere blow to the 
profperity of the ifland; for its trade with the Spa- 
niards was not only difcouraged at home, as incom- 
patible with the interefts of that company, but the - 
company alifo complained in fuch terms to the court 
of Spain, of the illicit trade carried on by the Ja- 
maicans, that the Spaniards, under pretence of fup- 
prefiing it, had committed all the depredations 
which gave rife to the war. The court of Ver- 
failles declaring, that they would not fuffer the 
Englifh to make any conquefts in the Weft-In- 
dies, and having fent fquadrons to affift the 
Spaniards in bringing home their treafure, the mi- 
niftry refolved to fend fuch a naval and Jand force, 
under the command of Sir Chaloner Ogle and 
lord Cathcart, as, when joined with the fhips al- 
ready in the Spanifh Weft-Indies, might be equal 
to the conqueft both of French and Spanifh Ame- 
| | rica, 
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rica. This. greatly hurt the trade of Jamaica, by 
the vait number of hands that were prefled in 
Engl land for the’ manning of fo large a fleet; fo 
that feamen’s wages rofe upon that ‘flan to the 
extravagant rate “of twenty guineas per man, be- 
fides other advantages, for the run home; and — 
few were to be procured even at that rate. This 


{carcity of hands was the more fatal to Jamaica, 


as the inhabitants. were boch able and ready to have 
fitted out {quadrons of. privateers, for making at- 
tempts and fettlements upon Cuba, and other parts 
of Spanifh America; which muft have turned out 
extremely advantageous to the adventurers, and 


have faved the public vaft fums. 


Lord Cathcart dying on_ his pai age, the com- 
mand of the land-forces devolved on general 
Wentworth, who entertained as great a contempt 
for the fea-fervice as Vernon did for the arm 
Thus, from the diffentions that prevailed between 
the two principal commanders, Carthagena and St, 


- Jago, the capital of Cuba, were atracked in vain , 


and this expedition, the moft expenfive ever at- 
tempted by England, ended unhappily, though the 
damage fuftained by the Spaniards was eftimated 


ata million fterling. 


Notwithftanding the immenfe national lof fut 
tained by thefe two expeditions, in which, at leaft, . 
twenty thoufand Enelith fubjedts perithed, though 
few were killed by the enemy, the Jamaicans were 
very confiderable gainers by the Spanifh prizes that 
were brought into the ifland, which rendered them 
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very alert in promoting any expedition againft the 
Sp anifh Welt-Indies. ae he reinforcement from 
Poetne confifting of near three thoufand troops, 
arriving at Jamaica, on the 15th of January, ina 
general council of war, at which eovernor Tre- 
lawney was prefent, ic was refolved to {urprize Pa- 
nama, in confequence of a plan laid down for that 
purpote, by one lieutenant Lowther. An expedi- 
tion againit Panama being a favourite {fcheme of 
Trelawney’s, heembarked in this as a colonel ; but 
the Spaniards being alarmed, and reinforced by 
the garrifon of Porto- bello, through the negli- 
gence of Vernon ard Wentworth, the attempt was 
judged impracticable, at that time, in a council of 
war, and the forces returned to Jamaica. 

Upon their return, lieutenant Fiodgfon was now 
fent to the Mofquito coaft, to fettle at Rattan, in the 
Gulph of Honduras, one hundred and fifty leagues 
fouth-weft of Jamaica, and tourteen to the north- 
weft of Truxillo bay, on the Spanil th main; a 
healthy well watered ifland, about thirty miles long. 
and thirteen broad. From this ftep, the Jamaicans 
promifed themfelves, exclufive of the logwood- 
trade, an opening for a commerce with the Spanith 
inhabitants of Guatimala. Hodgfon carried out with 
him a captain’s commiffion for one Pitts, a logwood 
cutter, who having been long fettled in thofe parts, 
had great intereft with the Indians ; and two hun- 
dred of the American regiment, with fifty marines, 
, were fent, under conyoy “of the Litchfield and Bo- 
petta' floops, to Rattan, with an engined, {tores of 


3 a al} 


oe ss 


TN AMERIC.AD > 483 


ail kinds, and fix months provifion. The fettle- 
ment was effected without oppofition, a town, and 


fortifications for its defence, were ereéted, and 


Pitts appointed governor. Vernon and Went: 
worth, on their return to England, were gracioufly 


‘received, and both preferred, notwithftanding their 


mutual recriminations ; and Sir Chaloner Ogle 
remained at Jamaica with the fleet. The fpirit of 
difcord, which had poffefed Vernon and Went- 


worth, feems now to have entered into Sir Chalo- 


ner Ocle and governor Trelawney , and even 
{words were drawn in their difputes. Ogle, though 


-brave, was.ignorant of every thing but his own 


profeffion; and Trelawney, who was of a hafty 
unforgivins temper, could by no means be brought 
to a reconciliation with him, which proved very de- 
trimental tothe land. Little occurs with regard 
to the hiftory of Jamaica during the remaining part 
of the war. | 

Trelawney was fucceeded by Charles Knowles, 
Efg; Under him the ifland enjoyed a tolerable fhare 
of tranquillity ; but the feat of war being transferred 
elfewhere, the inhabitants no longer partook of the 
benefits which their fituation heretofore threw in 
their way, and feveral bickerings arofe between 
them and their governor. The adminiftration at 
home was now daily troubled with complaints 
again{t the planters of Jamaica, from the fugar-re- , 
finers and grocers, on account of the high price of 
fugars ; and the affair, at laft, was brought before 
the parliament, where the caufe of the Jamaicans 
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was vigoroufly fupported by alderman Beckford, 
Oni the 8th of March, 1753, the committee of the 
houle of commons, to whofe confideration the mat- 
ter-had been referred, reported, that the peopling 
of the ifland of Jamaica with white inhabitants, 
and cultivating the lands thereof, was the moft pro- 
per meafure for the fecurity of that ifland, and for 
increafing the trade and navigation between that 
ifland and Great Britain, as well as to and from fe- 
veral other parts of his majefty’s dominions ; ; and 
that the endeavours hitherto ufed by the legiflature 
of Jamaica, to increafe the number of white inha- 
bitants, and to enforce the cultivation of lands, in 


the manner which may conduce beft to the fecurity 


and ae of the ifland, have hot been effectual 


for thefe purpofes. A bill was accordingly ordered 
in, for the better peopling ‘the ifland of Jamaica 


with white inhabitants ; for encouraging the culti- 
vation of lands, at prefent uncultivated in that 
iNand ; and for making a proper diftribution of 
fuch lands, which was read a firft time; but'the re- 
prefentatives of the council and aflembly of Jamai- 
ca had fo much weight, that the houfe thought pro- 
per not to proceed on the bill till further infor. 
mation was received concerning the ftate of the 
ifland. | 

Mean while, the Jamaicans were peftered with 


Spanith depredations, and in vain fent repeated - 
complaints on that head to England, The miniftry, 


not thinking them of fufficient importance to rifk 


-a@ war with Spain, acquainted them, that they 


might 
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might proceed with their own admiralty powers 
againft the delinquents ; the principal of whom 
were Simon and Domingo de Cuenca, who, af- 
'ter committing the moft flagrant adts of: piracy; 
‘coming to trade on the ifland, were apprehended. 
Their defence on their trial was, that they acted- 
under a commiffion from the king of Spain; but 
as fuch a plea was tidiculous in a time of peace, 
they were both condemned ; and orders were fent 
from England for their execution; though the. 
 Spanifh aanbaiiidor had interelted himie.t ae 
in their favour. 

The feat of government had always hitherto beeri 
fixed at St. Jago de la Vega, commonly called 
Spanifh Town, -As the ifland increafed in com- 
merce and population, St. Jago, being an inland 
town, was found to be extremely inconvenient jor 
-the merchants; who generally refided at Kingftons 
and complained of the expence that attended their 
taking out clearances at Spanith | Yown, and the 
great trouble they were put to in going thither to 
attend the affembly, and the courts of law ; and 
therefore requelted the governor to remove the 
feat of government to Kingfton, which he accords 
ingly did. This raifed him a great many eneinies 
among the planters whofe eftates and properties lay 
near Spanifh Town ; and nineteen members of the 
afiembly fent over reprclentations againtt him to 
his majefty. But a difference of a ill more im- 
portant nature arofe between the governor and af- 
dembly. It had always been cuftomary ates 
3 , Li 3. maica, 
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maica, for the laws that were pafled to be in force 
until they obtained the royal affent; but as the 
government had found very bad effects from the 
execution of thofe laws in the intermediate time, 
the governor had been direéted not to give his af- 
fent to any bill wherein his majefty’s prerogative, 
or the property of his fubjeéts, might be prejudiced, 
or the trade or fhipping of the kingdom any ways 
effected, unlefs a claufe was inferted fai fpending the 
exectition of fuch bill until his -majefty’ s pleafure 
fhould be known... The governor, in adhering to 
thefe inftructions, embroiled himfelf with the af- 
fembly, who, on the 29th of October, 1753, re- 
folved, that they had a right to raife, and to apply 
_ public money, without the confent of thegovernment 
and council, alledging the antient practice, in 
juftification of this refolution; and feveral other 
votes were pafled, highly derogatory to the royal 
prerogative. 

Matters now came to fuch an extremity, that the 
governor was obliged to diffolve the aflembly, whom 
he accufed of invading the royal prerogative, of at- 
tempting to alter the eftablifhed confiitution of 
their country, of having entered into a combina- 
tion to govern independently, and of endeavour- 
ing to fubvert the government, and wreft it out of 
the hands of the fovereign, of having fquandered, 
for years paft, upwards of ninety thoufand pounds 
of the public money, in gratifications to particular 
favourites, and in making jobs of their fortifica- 
tions, ee other public buildings, to the great 
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erievance of the public, who ought to have another 
- opportuity of chufing more faithful reprefentatives, 
as the whole power of the affembly centered in a 
decemvirate. Thefé charges, though perhaps — 
overftrained, were not groundlefs; for a very 
powerful faction had actually formed an affociation, 
which, under a pretext of preferving the tran- 
quillity of the iland, obliged the members to be 
determined in all their proceedings by three fourths 
of their own number: this affociation was to fup- 
port the governor in his meafures, as long as he 
appeared to have at heart the public fervice; but 
were to join in oppofing him, if it was thought 
he acted otherwife, firft giving notice to the other 
members, An extraordinary paper, as it was call- 
ed, was alfo drawn up, allotting the feveral fub- 
{cribers their particular fhares of bufinefs, which 
engagements were undoubtedly unconftitutional. 
The next affembly did not prove more agreeable 
in its complexion, and was likewife Haelved: 
Knowles, in his turn, was accufed of arbitrary pro- 
ceedings, and bad practices. However, the par- 
liament of England, by their refolutions, con- 
demned thofe of the affembly, concerning the raif- 

ing and application of money ; and juftified the 
governor in the feveral checks he had given to 
their proceedings, but were filent with refpect to 
the propriety of his removing the feat of govern. 
ment. Upon the return of K dowlés to England, 
brigadier Haldane was appointed governor, who- 
died before- he entered upon the exercile of his 
Li4 goverits 
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government: he was fucceeded by William Lyt- 
tleton, Efq; governor of South Carolina; and the 
inteftine divilions of the iffand feemed now entirely 
atanend. 

In 1760, a dangerous confpiracy among the ne- 
groe-flaves broke out on Eafter Monday, which 
for fome time filled the whole ifland with terrible 
apprehenfions. “wo Coromantic negroes, belong- 
ing to Ballard Beckford, Efq; named Tacky and 
Jamaica, had long been concerting a rebellion 
with three other chiefs of their country, who were 
_each to have an eftate for his good fervices ; but by 

the affiftance of the free negroes fettled at Nawny, 
after a few fkirmifhes, in one of which captain 
Cudioe lott his fon, the rebels were entirely defeat- 
ed, few efcaping, their commanders, Tacky and 
Jamaica, flain, andthe ringleaders bing tried, 
and found ue of rebellion, were executed by 
vaiious tortures 

In order to Ua UaNE fuch ‘inutrections for the 
future, the juftices affembled at the feflions of peace 
eftablifhed the following regulations: That no ne- 
groe flave fhouid be allowed to quit his plantation, 
without a white conductor, or a ticket of leave: 
that every negroe, playing at any fort of game, 
fhould be fcourged through the public ftreets : 
that every publican fuffering fuch gaming in his 
houfe fhould forfeit forty fhillings : that every pro- 
prietor fuffering his negroes to Shigus a horn, or 
make any ether noife in his plantation, fhould be 
fined in ten pounds; and every overieer allowing 
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thefe irregularities fhould pay half that fum, to be 
demanded, or diftrained fors by any civil or mili- 
tary officer: that every free negro, or mulatto, 
fhould wear a blue crofs on his right fhoulder, on 
pain of imprifonment: tnat no mulatto, or negroe, 
fhould hawk or fell any thing, except frefh ffh and. 
milk, on pain of being fcourged: that rum and 
punch houfes fhould be fhut up during divine fer- 
vice on Sundays, under the penalty of twenty fhil- 
lings ; and on other nights at nine o’clock. Not- 
-withfanding thefe regulations, the remains of the 
rebellious negroes made nocturnal irruptions into 
the neareft plantations, where they acted with all 
the wantonnefs of barbarity, fo that the people of 
Jamaica were obliged to ule the utmott vigilance 
and circumf{pection, while rear-admiral Holmes 
‘took every precaution to fecure the ifland from in- 
fults and invafion. : 

The admiral having received intelligence, that 
five French frigates were equipped at Cape Fran- 
cois, on the ifland of Hifpaniola, in order to convoy 
a fleet of merchant-fhips to Europe, ftationed the 
fhips under his command in fuch a manner as was 
mott likely to intercept them’; and by the gallantry 
of captains Norbury, Uvedale, and Maitland, who 
fell in with the French fleet, two of the frigates 
were taken, and the other three deftroyed. Imme- 
diately after the capture of the frigates, eight 
French privateers were deftroyed, or brought into 
Jamaica, where every day numbers of ric ch 1 prizes 
arrived, ‘Thus this sera remained in a more flou- 
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rifhing condition, during the latter end of the até 
war than it had known for almoft a century before ; 
and by the treaty of Paris, in 1763, was left in full 
enjoyment of the fugar-trade, free from the rival- 
fhip of Guadaloupe or Martinique. ‘The magazines; 
fortifications, &c. are in excellent condition, its 
commerce fecured by a fquadron ftationed there for 
its protection, and the ftipulations obtained from 
Spain in favour of the logwood trade, have now 
confirmed our right to that important branch, 
which, nolonger precarious, is now fixed on a folid 
bafis. 

Soon after the conclufion of the late peace, the 
powder magazine of Augufta, the beft fortrefs in 
the ifland, blew up by lightning ; all the buildings 
in the fort were fhattered in pieces, and about 
thirty whites, among whom were feveral officers; 
one lady, and eleven negroes, were killed by 
the explofion. Great numbers were wounded, at 
the diftance of a mile from the place where it hap- 
pened, and the-concuffion felt above ten miles in 
-circumference. The lofs fuftained, exclufive of 
two thoufand eight hundred and fifty barrels of 


gunpowder, amounted to upwards of fifteen thou- 
fand pounds fterling. 


The Cuimate, NaturAt History, and Pro: 


'pucTs of JAMAIcaA, and the other Weft-Indiari 
‘Aflands. 


Jamaica lies between the 75th and oth degrees 
of weft longitude from London, and is between 


fevens 
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feventeen and nineteendegrees diftant from the equi- 
nottial. It is in length, from eaft to weft, upwards 
of one hundred and forty Englifh miles, in breadth 
about fixty, and of an oval form; divided by a 
rideeé of rocky mountains, which give rifé to a vatt 
aunaber of fine rivulets, well froréd with filli of va- 
rious kinds, though they contain noné of the Eu- 
ropean fpeciés, except eels and crawfth, The 
mullet is very palatable, and the colipever little in- 
ferior to falmon. None of thefe rivers are naviga- 
ble, or indeed could be made fo without vaft ex- 
pence ; yet fome of thefe are fo large, that canoes 


* 


loaded with fugars, pafs from very remote planta- 


tions to the fea-fide. The foil; in general, is ex- 
cellent, efpecially in the northern parts of the ifland, 
and prodigioufly fertile. 

The longeft day is little above cite feen hours; 
and the night proportionably long. About ninein 
she ferelidoa the heat is intenfe, and could f{carce be 
endured, was it not tempered by the fea-breeze; 
which generally begins to blow about that time, 
and continues till five im the afternoon, The nights 


are fometimes pretty cool; and every night there 


falls a piercing dew, whichis extremely unwhole- 
_fome. Twilight continues not above three quar- 
ters of anhour., The feafons are only diftinguithed 
‘by the denomination of wet and dry. On the whole, 
if the ifland was not fubjeé to violent ftorms, hur- 
ricanes, and earthquakes, and if the air was not 
violently hot, damp, and extremely unwholefome 
in moft parts, a fertility and beauty of the coun- 
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try, would make it as defirable a fituation for pled? 
fure as itis for profit. ‘The fouth and north part¢ 
of the ifland are the moft wholefome, agreeable, 
and leaft fubjeét to hurricanes. 

The river waters are many of them unwhole- 
foe, and tafte of copper, though there are fome 
excellent fprings. In the plains are feverak 
fprings, of which falt is made; and in the moun- 
tains, not far from Spanifh Towns is a hot bath of 
extraordinary medicinal virtues, which relieves in 
the dry belly-achy an endemial a of Ja- 
maica. | 

The natural products of this ifland are as nume- 
rous as paiaps thefe of any {pot in the world of 
the fame fize. The tree which bears pimento, or 
all-fpice, commonly called Jamaica pepper, rifes ta 
the height of above thirty feet, is ftreight, of a 
moderate thicknefs, and covered with a very 
{mooth, fhining, grey bark. It fhoots out a vait 
number of branches on every fide, which bears a 
plentiful foliage of very large beautiful leaves, of 
a fhining green, like thofe of the bay tree. The 
bunches of flowers are formed at the very ends of 
the twigs, each ftalk bearing a flower that bends 
back, within which are to be difcerned fome fta- 
mina of. a pale green colour ; to which fucceed a 
bunch of berries, rather larger than juniper. berries, 
like which, when ripe; they become black and 
fmooth ; but before they are quite ripe, are picked 
off the tree, anddried in the fun. This tree grows 
moftly upon the mountains, The ifland alfo pro- 

| duces 


TN AMER TOM he 


duces the wild cinnamon tree, whofe bark is fo ufe- 
ful in medicine; the manchineal, which bears a 
mott beautiful apple, andaffords a moft ornamental 
wood for cabinet-makers, though the apple and 
| Juice, in every part of the tree, are deadly poifons ; 
the mahogony tree ; the cedar; the cabbage tree, 
about an hundred fect high, which bears a fub- 
ftance on the top which feats and taftes like cab- 
bage, and no lefs remarkable for the extreme hard- 
nefs of its wood, which, when dry, is incorruptible, 
and fcarcely penetrable by any tool; the palm, 
from which an oil is drawn, much eftéemed by the 
negroes ; the white wood, which is never affected 
by the worm with which thefe feas abound ; the . 
foap-tree, whofe berries anfwer all the purpofes of 
wafhing ; the mangrove and olive bark, ufeful to 
tanners 3 the fiittick. red-wood; and, lately, the 
Joewood, employed in dying ; and the forefts fup- 
ply the druggifts with guaicum, farfaparilla, china~ 
root, caffia, and tamarinds, ‘The ifland alfo pro- 
duces aloes, and the cochineal plant, though the 
Jamaicans are ignorant of the method of managing 
it. The mattick-tree, iron-wood, and bulley-tree, 
are hard woods, fit for the milwright. 

The ifand of Jamaica is divided into nineteen 
parifhes, which fend each two members to the af- 
fembly.. Port Royal, the antient capital, ftood 
upon the point of a peninfula, which formed a 
part of the fhore of a noble harbour of the fame 
name, in which a thoufand fail of the largeft thips 
my anchor, with the greateit conveniency and fafe- 
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ty; there being depth, of water at the key of Port 
Royal for veffel of the preareft burthen to lie clofe 
tothe wharfs. This conv veniency, and the refort of 
the buccaneers, (though the foil is only a hot, dry 
fand, which produces none of the neceffaries of life, 
not even frefh water) foon rendered it a very confi- 
derable place, in about thirty years time contain- 
ing two thoufand houfes, which rented as high as 
in London. In fhort, few placss in the world 
could be compared to it for trade, wealch, and an - 
entire corruption of manners. Port Royal con- 
tinued in this flourifhing {tate until the gth of June, 
16925 when it was er encined by an ‘earthquake. 
It was rebuilt, and a fecond time deftroyed by fire. 
The extraordinary conveniency of its harbour 
tempted the inhabitants to rebuild it once more 3 
but, in 1722, an hurricane reduced it, a third time, 
to an heap of rubb} th. Warned by thefe repeated 
calamities, the aflembly removed the cuftom-houfe, 
public offices, and market from thence; and the 
principal inhabitants remoyed to the oppolite fide 
of the bays to a town called Kingfton, riow the feat 
of eovernment, advantageoufly fituated for frefh 
mat. and all manner of accommodations.. The 
ftreets are of a commodious width, regularly 
drawn, and intercept each other at equal diftances, 
and right angles. It contains upwards of a thou- 
fand houfes, many of them handfomely built, tho’ 
Jow, with porticos, and fuitable conveniences for 
the climate. The harbour, by the care of governor 
Knowles, is now ftrong) y fortified ; its entrance 
being 
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being defended by Fort Charles, one of the ftrong- 
eft in the Britifh ifands, and a battery of fixty 
pieces of cannon, befides additional works. King- 
fton fends three members to the afiembly. 

St. Jago de la Vega, or Spanifh Town, fituated 
on the river Cobre, a confiderable, though not navi- 
_ gable {tream, that falls into the fea near Kingfton, 
formerly the feat of government, and the place 
‘where the courts of juftice were held, though in- 
ferior in fize and refort to Kingfton, and a town of 
lefs bufinefs, is equal in gaiety to many European 
Cities, which it feems to rival in all polite diverfions. 
This town fends three reprefentatives to the af- 
fembly | 
Jn Sr. Catherine’s parith ftands a. fort, mounted 
with ten or twelve carriage guns, called Pafiz lage 
Fort, being the greateft thoroughfare in the ifland. 
Port Negril has : a good fate harbour, and lies con- . 
veniently for intercepting the Spanith trade to and 
from the Havannah. Pore Antonio, i in St. Ann? $ 
parifh, would be the beft harbour in the ifland, 
were it not for its difficult entrance; howe- 
ver, it is defended by a regular fort, a a {mall 
garrifon. There is likewife a fort at the _ bay of | 
Port Morant, on the fouth-eatt part of the ifland, 
where are excellent plantations, both of ugar and 
cotton, and a falt work. 

The government of Jamaica is the beft in the 
gift of the crown, that of Ireland excepted. The 
ftanding falary is two thoufand five hundred pounds 
per annum; the aflembly vote the governor as 
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much more; and this, with the great perquifites 
annexed to his office, make the whole near ten 
thoufand pounds per annum. 


TRADE. 


The principal exports of the ifland are fugars, 
of which they export about twenty thoufand hoef- 
heads per annum, fome of which weigh a ton. 
Moft of this is fent to the mother-country, though 
a fmall part of it goes to North-America, in ex- 
change for beef, pate: cheefe, corn, peafe, ftaves, 
plank, pitch, and tar. Rum, of which they ex- 
port about four thoufand puncheons, efteemed bet- 
«er than that of the other Weft-India ifands: mo- 
laffes, in which they make the greareft part of 
their returns for New. England, where there are vaft 
diftilleries : cotton, of which they export two thou- 
fand bags. Indigo was formerly much cultivated ; 
but the quantity .now made is inconfiderable, 
Some cacao and coffee are alfo exported; but the 
latter is not much eflteemed. ‘The Jamaicans alfo 
fend to England a confiderable quantity of pimento, 
ginger, | aries {weetmeats, and mahogony and 
manchineal plank. 

The logwood-trade is alfo confiderable. We 
formerly cut logwood in the Bay of Campeachy, 
‘on the northern fide of the peninfula of Jucatan ; 
‘but being expelled from thence by the Spaniards, 
¢he logwood. cutters fettled upon the Gulph of 
Honduras, on the fouthern fide of the fame penin- 
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fula, where they were protected by a fort, now de- 
molifhed, agreeable to an article of the late peace, 
Thefe logwood-cutters are moftly fugitives from 
all parts of North- America, who live in a lawlefs 
manner, though they elect one of their number 
king, to whom they pay very little obedience. 
They amount in number to about five hun- 
dred, and go always well armed. The coun- 
try they inhabit is extremely marfhy, the air 
prodigioufly infefted with mufkettoes, and the wa- 
ter full of alligators; yet a life of licentioufnefs and 
large gains, have perfetly reconciled them to the 
hardfhips of their employment, and the unwhole- . 
_ fomenefs of the climate. 

In the dry feafon, when they cut logwood, they 
advance a confiderable way into the country in 
fearch of the logwood. In the wet feafon, when 
the whole country is overflowed, they know the © 
marks where the logwood lies, which. being a heavy 
wood, finks in the water, but is fo eafily buoyed up, 
that a fingle diver is capable of lifting very large 
pieces, The logwood is thus carried by the favour 
of the land-floods into the river, to the port where 
the fhips lie that come upon this trade, which in 
fome years employs near fix thoufand tons of fhip- 
ping, confumes a large quantity of Englifh manu- 
factures, and is of confiderable ufe in fabricating 
many others; the whole value of the returns being 
not lefs than fixty thoufand pounds fterling per an- 
num, It is generally carried on by veffels from 
North-America, which purchafe their goods in Ja- 
miaica. 
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The trade which is carried on between Jamaica 
and the Spanifh main is flill more profitable than 
that of the logwood, efpecially in time of war, It 
is carried on in the following manner: The vefiel 
from Jamaica being furnifhed with negroes, and a 
proper affortmnent of other goods, proceeds to a 
place called Monkey Key, within four miles of 
Portobello. On its arrival, a perfon underftanding 
the Spanifh tongue is immediately fent afhore, to 
give notice to the merchants of thattown, In- 
formation is likewife given, with all poffible expe- 
dition, to the merchants of Panama. © Without lofs. 
of time, the traders fet out, difguifed like peafants, 
and carrying their filver in earthen jars, covered 
with flour, in order to deceive the officers of the 
revenue. They generally repair on board, where 
they are handfomely entertained, and at their de- 
parture take their purchafes along with them, ei- 
ther negroe-flaves, or dry goods packed up in fuch 
a manner as to be carried by one perfon, leaving 
Behind them the price agreeed on in dollars. They 
are likewife furnifhed aie provifions fufficient to 
ferve them during their return. ‘This traffic com- 
monly lafts for about five or fix weeks. Ifthe 
whole cargo is not difpofed of at this place, they 
 fhape their courfe then for an harbour called the 
Brew, about five miles diftant from Carthagena, | 
where they quickly find a vent for the reft of their 
goods, Thefe are the two principal places where 
this trade is carried on, but they are not the only 
ones; the Caraccas, and many other parts upon 

| | that 
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That coaft, have alfo their fhare. Nor are the Eng- 
ith the only nation concerned in it; the French 
from Hifpaniola, and the Dutch from Curaffow, 
likewife interfere, and have, within thefe few years, 
almoft entirely cut out the Englifh, owing, chiefly 
to the injudicious regulations of a late minil- 
ter. There was, Rowever, when it flourifhed, no 
trade more profitable than this; the payments be- 
ing not only all in ready money, but the goods fell- 
ing at an higher price than in any other market. 
But it is prohibited by the Spaniards, under fevere 
penalties ; and the guarda coflas, when they catch 
any of thefe interlopers, treat them little better than 
if they were pirates. Befides, they frequently leize, 
and otherwife maltreat, the fair traders, under pre- 
ence of their being concerned in this contraband 
trafick. This practice has given rife to number- 
lefs difputes between the courts of Great-Britain 
and Spain, and particularly was the occafion of the 
firft Spanith war. Ce 
This commerce atall times, and the prizes which 
in great numbers are carried into Jamaica in time 
of war, for cf all our iflands it is the beft fituated. 
for making captures, occafion a valt influx of trea-. 
fure into it; fo that great fortunes.are made as ra- 
pidly here as any where elfe in the world, whilft the ; 
people appear to live in fuch a ftate of profu- 
fion and luxury in their equipages, their cloaths, 
furniture, and tables, as in any other place would . 
bring on begeary and bankruptcy. On this ac-: 
esount their’ treafure makes but a very fhort fay: 
Keke? amongtt 
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amongft them, but is immediately tranfmitted id 
North-America, or Europe, to purchafe the dif 
ferent articles of luxury and conveniency, as well 
as to fupply their extraordinary demand for flaves, 
which is annually for above fix thoufand head, 
both to fupply their own deficiency and the Spanifh 
market. 


SORIOOCIOK AOKI OR OK 


BARBADOES 


Wy Arbadoes was the firft fettled, and is ftill the 
: beft peopled, confidering its fize, of any of 
the Englifh Weft-India iflands. It is uncertain by 

whom it was firft difcovered; moft probably by 

the Portuguefe, in their voyages between Europe 

and Brazil, for it lies nearly in that tract: the 

name it ftill bears feems to warrant this conjec- 

ture. The firft Englifhmen who landed here are 

faid to be fome failors belonging to Sir William 

Courteen’s fleet, which was cruizing againft the 

Spaniards, about the end of king James’s reign. 

On their return to England, the favourable report 

they made of the foil, induced feveral adventurers 
to go over and fettle there. But the ifland being 

entirely covered with wood, and no animals found 

upon it except hogs (a proof that it had been dif- 

covered before, either by the Spaniards or Portu- 
suefe) their attempts were far from being attend- 

ed with fuccefs at firft. 

: Charles 
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Charles [. in the begiiining of his reign, made a 
grant of this ifland to the earl of Carlifle. It does 
not appear that this nobleman endeavoured to {et- 
tle it on his own account ; but he difpofed of part 
of it in fhares to others, who fell to planting tobae- 
co. This culture by no means anfwered expec- 
tion, and they turned their views to raifing cotton 
and indico, which fucceeded better ; but it was not 
till the year 1647 that fugar, their prefent ftaple, 
_ became the principal obje@& of cultivation. At 
that time, the king’s affairs being entirely ruined 
in England, many gentlemen of rank and fortune, 
his adherents, flying from the perfecutions of their 
enemies, took refuge in this ifland. From this pe- 
riod, its advance in produce and population is per- 
feétly amazing. Inthe year 1650, thirty thoufand 
whites, and above double the number of Indian or. 
negroe flaves, are computed to have been livingon 
that {mall iland. The trade was then in the hands 
of the Dutch; but foon after, under Cromwell’s 
government, it was confined to the mother-country 
by the act of navigation. The colony ftill conti- 
nued to improve, and in the year 1676, reached its 
higheft pitch. The inhabitants, at that time, 
amounted to fifty thoufand whites, and one hundred. 
thoufand faves ; a degree of population not to be 
paralleled in China icfelE, Four hundred fail of 
fhips, at an average of one hundred and fifty tons 
each, were employed in the trade, and their annual 
exports were reckoned to amount to three hundred - 
and fifty thoufand pounds; but fince that time 
Kk 3 i ae 
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the trade and population of the ifland have been 
rather in a declining way, for which various caufes 
may be affigned. The firft is the fudden increafe 
of the French iflands, and the fettlement of our 
- own, particularly Jamaica, which naturally drew 
away many of the inhabitants from Barbadoes. 
The next is a contagious diftemper, imported, 
fome fay, from England, others from Africa, 
which broke out in the year 1692, and car- 
ried off vaft numbers of people ; no lefs than twen- 
ty dying in a day in Bridgetown, the capital, and 
in the fame proportion through the reft of the 
land. This diftemper continued for fome years, 
and made great havock. To this was added the 
war, which raged all that time, and was another 
inftrument of depopulating the ifland ; great num- 
bers being carried off by ill-concerted and unfuc- 
_ cefsful. expeditions againft the French colonies. 
To thefe caufes may be added the running out and 
-impoverifhment of the lands; fo that in later 
times, with extreme culture and manure, they are 
not able to raife fo much produce as the land before 
brought, in a manner, fpontaneoufly forth: but it 
is ftill a very confiderable and a very valuable fet- 
tlement. it is computed that there are above 
twenty-five thoufand whites, and above treble 
that number of negroes on the ifland; a moft 
amazing population, if it be compared with 
the reft of the iflands, and if it be confider- 
ed, that it does not contain above one hundred 
thoufandacres. Befides rum, molafles, cotton, cin- 
. BST, 
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ger, and aloes, it exports about twenty-five thou- 
and hogtheads of fugar every year, eftimated to 
be Wench three hundred thoufand pounds ; fo that, 
by the increafe of the price of fugars, the returns of 
this ifland have diminifhed little from what they 
were at its moft flourifhing period. © 
Soon after the edb texiotn: king Charles. II. 

having purchafed the property of the ifland from 
the eal of Kinnoul, heir to lord Carlifle, it became 
henceforth a royal anda regular government; for 
the fupport of which, and of the fortifications, the 
colony has granted a duty of four and a half per 
cent. on their produce, amounting, one year with 
another, to above ten thoufand pounds. The mi- 
litia of this ifland is reckoned at five thoufand men, 
and it has been known to fend out nearly that num- 
ber againft the French fettlements: befides which, 
there is generally a regiment of regular troops 
quartered here, though feldom compleat. The 
falary of the governor, perquifites included, is 
never lefs than five thoufand pounds; andiall the 
other officers of the civil eftablifhment, which is 
fupported with great credit, have very handfome 
appointments. The clergy of the church of Eng- 
land, which is the religion eitablifhed here, as in 
the other iflands, (and there are but few diffenters) | 
have likewife.very liberal provifions affigned them. 
On the whole, it is faid, that there appears in this 
ifland fomething more of order and decency, and 
of a regular fettled people, pee in any other 
ifland in the Weft-Indies. 

Orie Kind, Bars 
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* Barbadoes lies in the Atlantic Ocean, in the lati- 
tude of 13 north, and the longitude of 59 weft. It 
is nearly of a triangular form, being in length 
twenty-five miles, from fouthto north, and fifteen 
in breadth, from eaft to weft, where broadeft. It 
is, for the moft part, a plain level country, fave a 
few hills, here and there, of an eafy afcent. Tho’ 
Originally quite overfpread with woods, thereis little 
now remaining, being moftly cut down to make room 
_ for fugar.and other plantations, The whole ifland, 
indeed, appears like one'centinued plantation; and 
it is fo thick fown with gentlemen’s houles, that 
there feems to be hardly one but what is within 
_call of fome other. The air is pretty healthy, and 
rather cooler than that of the large Weft-India 
iflands ; the reafon of which feems to be, it is fo 
{mall and level that it generates no land wind, and 
the fea-breeze, or trade-wind, perpetually blows. 
Itis, like the other iflands, fubject to tornadoes and 
hurricanes in the fummer months, which are very 
terrible and dangerous to~the fhipping ; for 
they have no harbours to fhelter themfelves in, but 
only bays, where they lie at anchor, and in the prin- 
Cipal one, Carlifle Bay, {fo called from the original 
proprietor, there is no good anchoring ground, 
it being foul, and apt to cut the cables. At the 
bottom of this bay, where there are very commo- 
dious wharfs for the fhipping and landing of 
goods, the principal town ftands, called Bridge- 
town, which was once a very flourifhing place, 
-confifting of above twelve hundred houfes ; but it 

has 


IN AMERICA; goa 


has been lately almoft entirely deftroyed by two 
dreadful fires, which committed vaft devatta- 
tion, on account of the buildings being all of 
wood, which, in a hot and dry feafon, takes fire 
like tinder. But fuch difafters will be prevented 
for the future ; an act of affembly having paffed 
prohibiting fuch buildings in the town hereafter, 
and ordering that they fhail henceforth be of brick. 
There is a college in this place, the only inftitution 
of that nature in the Weft-Indies. Its founder was 
colonel Codrington, who endowed it in a very li- 
beral manner ; but it has not fully anfwered the 
benevolent intentions of the generousdonor. We 
_ have already mentioned the principal articles which 
this ifland exports; but their imports are in far 
greater number, being almoft every neceffary con- 
venience and luxury of hie, even to their very 
houfes, which are brought over framed in wood, 
and ready to, be put up, from North-America. 

This is all we think needful to fay of the iland of 
Barbadoes; for to give a hiftory of its fucceffive 
governors, with the dates of their commiffions, and 
pee things of that fort, would be as little enter- 
taining as “the mufter-roll of a regiment ; and it 
would be equally uninterefting to enter into a de- 
tail of the difputes between the inhabitants of the 
colony and their governors, of their. appeals to 
the government here, with other trifling affairs. 
For the fame reafon, we fhall obferve a 
fimilar conduct in our account of the other 
ulands. 3 ? 
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SAINT CHRISTOPHER’, NEVIS, 
MONTSERRAT, and ANTIGUA, 


PNHE ifland of St. Chriftopher’s, vulgarly 
H called St, Kitt’s, 1s the-colony that was fet- 
- tled next in order of time. - By an uncommon ac- 
cident, the Englifh, under Sir Thomes Warner, 
and the French, under M. Defnambue, arrived on 
this ifand in the fame day, in the year 1626. 
They made an amicable divifion of it between 
them; agreeing, however, that the fifhing and - 
- hunting, the mines, falt-ponds, and moft valuable 
timber, fhould remain in common to both naz 
tions. After this they fell to planting, in which 
the Englith (being more regularly fupplied from 
home) fucceeded fafter, and throve better than 
the French; infomuch, that they-fettled likewife 
the little iffand of St. Nevis, feparated from St. 
Kitt’s by a fmall ftreight, hardly navigable for ca- 
noes. Three years after the firft fettlament, they 
were diflodged by the Spaniards, who’ beheld with 
jealoufy their progrefs in the Caribbee iflands. 
After their departure, both nations returned back, ° 
and took poffeffion of their former habitations. The 

Encglith built for themfelves elegant and convenient 
houfes, whilft the French were contented to refide 
in huts, after the manner of the native Caribbeans, 
However, they feem to have lived in harmony to- 
gether till the war in queen Anne’s time, when the 
French part was conquered by the Englifh, and 
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the whole was finally ceded to them by the treaty 
of Utrecht, 

St. Kitt’s is about feventy-five miles in circum- 
ference. Its principal and almoft fole commodi- 
- ties are fugar and rum, the former of which is faid 
to be the beft in quality of any that cur iflands pro- 
duce. There is one very remarkable mountain in 
this ifland, the head of which conftantly overtops | 
the clouds. At adiftance, it has the appearance 
of aman, with another on his back ; which was 
the reafon that Columbus, its firft difcoverer, gave 
it the name of St. Chriftopher’s, which it ftill be a 
There are two towns of fome note in this ifland, the | 
principal of which is Baffe-terre, formerly the capital 
of the French part ; the other's called Sandy Point, 
and always belonged to the Englifh. There is no 
fuch thing asa harbour, or any thing that be the 
fmalleft appearance of it in this ifand : n the 
contrary, at the few landing places that Bice are, 
there is a continual furf beating on the fhore, which 
is fandy, aud prevents any key or wharf being 
erected upon it, and alfo makes landing always in- 
convenient, fometimes dangerous. Owing to this, 
they are obliged to adopt a very peculiar method of 
getting eck and bulky goods, fuch asrum and {ugar 
hogfheads, either fhipped or landed. They ufe for 
this purpofe afmall boat, of a particular conitruction, ° 
called a mofes. ‘This comes from the fhip, manned 
with the moft expert rowers. © When they fee what 
they call a lull, or any abatement in the violence of 
the furge, they pufh afhore, and lay the broadfide 
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of the mofes on the beach, on which the hogfhead 
is rolled in, and then they fet off on board the fhip, 
In this tedious and inconvenient manner the fugar 
is caried on board by fingle hogfheads, though ac- 
cidents frequently happen, by which they are loft. 
Rum, cotton, and other commedities which will 
bear the water, are generally fwam off, or afhore. 
The fame method of loading and unloading is, for 
the fame caufes, ufed at Nevis and Montferrat. 
The air at St. Kitt’s is accounted wholefome, 
and not fo hot as at Jamaica; the fea-breeze always 
prevailing there, for the fame reafon as at Barba- 
does. ‘The inhabitants ate computed to be feven 
thoufand whites, and twenty thoufand negroes. 
On account of its being extremely mountainous 
in the middle, ‘it is faid to contain not more than 
twenty-four thoufand acres fit for fugar, of which 
it produces ten thoufand hogfheads annually, and 
rum in the ulual proportion, which is reckoned that 
of three to five, © 
We bave already mentioned the date of our fet- 
tlement made on the ifland of Nevis, which is little © 
more than fix miles long, and appears to be one 
continued mountain, the top of which reaches far 
above the clouds, thefugar plantations lying on the 
fides of it, near the bottom. Small as it is, it was 
onceina moft flourifhing condition, containing about 
ten.thoufand white and twenty thoufand black in- 
habitants, which, however, are now reduced to half 
the number. It produces fix thoufand hogfheads 


of fugar, with rum in proportion. 
: The: 
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The ifland of Montferrat, fo called by the Spani- 
ards from,the refemblance it bears to a mountain 
of that name near Barcelona, lies in the 17th deg, 
of north latitude ; and is about nine miles in length, 
and as much in breadth, being nearly of a circulat 
form. Its inhabitants and pr rode are much the 
fame with thofe of Nevis. It was fettled by Sir 
Thomas Warner. The original colonifts were 
Trifh, and the prefent inhabitants are chiefly com- - 
pofed of their defcendants, or the natives of Ireland, 
The ufe of the Irifh tongue is common, even 
amoneft the negroes. 
Antigua, which in the Spanifh toneue fenifies 
a place without water, received its name from tha¢ 
circumftance ; there being no rivers in it, and but 
few fprings, and thofe brackith, fo that the inhabi. 
tants are obliged to prelerve the rain watet in cif- 
terns. This Wane Hes i in 16 deg. rr min. north 
latitude, and 63 deg. welt. Itis of a circulaf 
form, twenty miles in : Miioth and breadth, and neat 
fixty in circumference. ‘The air is not fo whole- 
fome as at Barbacdoes, and it is more fubje@ to hugs 
ricanes ; but then it has excellent harbours, parti- 
cularly Englifh Harbour, which is capable of ree 
ceiving the largeft man of war in the navy. Here 
alfo is a dock-yard, with ftores, and all other mate- 
rials and conveniences for repairing, heaving 
down, and careening fhips. But the principal tradé 
is carried on at the harbour of St. John’s, where the 
capital ftands, and which has water fufficiently deep 
for merchant veffels, The town of St. John’s wag 
once 
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once in a very Aourithing ftate, as may be jud ned 
by the lofs fuftained at the late fire, which was 
~c€omputed at the amazing fum of four hundred 
thoufand pounds. But in all probabilicy it will 
rife, in procefs of time, out of its afhes, better 
built and more flourifhing than ever. | 

This ifand was fir! attempted to be fettled by 
Sir Thomas Warner, much about the fame time 
that.Se. Chriftopher’s, Nevis, and Montferrat were 
planted ; but that eftablifhment did not take place. 
It was afterwards eranted by Charles IT. to lord 
Willoughby, then eeeeeracreck Barbadoes, who, 
fome years after receiving the grant, effe€tuated an 
eftablifhment upon it. Soon after, but by what 
means is not. known, it became again the public 
property.. Itraifes, at prefent, about fixteen thou- 
fand hogfheads of fugar, which was at firft of a very 
bad quality, unfit for the Englifh market, and 
was therefore difpofed of among the Dutch and 
Hamburghers: but the planters have greatly im- 
proved their ftaple fince, and it is now as good as 
in any of the other iflands. 

Thefe four iflands, Antigua, St. Chriftopher’s, 
Nevis, and Montferrat, are all under the govern. 
ment of one captain-general, who had a very con- 
- fiderable appointment, amounting to three thou- 
fand five hundred pounds fterling ayear. His re- 
fidence is now generally at Antigua. Each of 
thefe iflands has its diftinct governor, whofe falary 
is about two hundred pounds a year, and a feparate 


council. and affembly, 
There 
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There are two other iflands under this jurifdic- 
tion, thofe of Barbuda and Anguilla; but they 
have no direé&t communication with England, on 
account of their having no commodities for that 
marker. The inhabitants are more in the nature of 
farmers than planters; and content themfelves 
with raifing ftock and provifions, which they dif- 
pofe of to the other iflands. 
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The VIRGIN ISLANDS. 


PX TLE RE isa clufter of fmall lands a little 
B. tothe windward of Porto Rico, called the 

Virgins, which are divided between the Danes and ~ 
Enelifh, and are indeed the only fettlements which 
the former enjoy in the Weft-Indies. The prin- 
cipal of thofe in the Englith pofleffion is called 
Tortola, This ifland is very unhealthy, and its 
chief production is cotton, faid to be of the beft 
quality that is raifed in thefe parts of the world. 


GRENADA, TOBAGO, SAINT 
VINCENT, DOMINICA. 


(7 E have already mealonte the reduction 
YY of Grenada, by the fame fleet and army 
which conquered Martinico. This was the only 

= . French 
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French ifland which the Englith retained at the 
treaty of peace. It was foon after erected into a 
‘government, to which were annexed the iflands of 
Tobago, Dominica, and St.» Vincent, formerly 
neutral, but now ceded to Great-Britain alfo. We 
fhall give fome account of thefe in the firlt place, 
and then return to Grenada. 

The ifland of Tobago lies the fartheft to the 
fouthward of any belonging to the Englifh, being 
in the latitude of 11 deg. 45 min. north. It is 
about twelve leagues in length, four in breadth, 
and thirty in circumference. King Charles I. in 
the year 1628, granted it away to the earl of Pem- 
broke and Montgomery ; but we do not hear that 
any fettlement was attempted, far lefs made, in con- 
fequence of this grant. Therefore, during the 
time of the civil wars, the Dutch took poffeffion of 
it, and began to plant, and clear the woods, and 
_ were in a fair way of thriving, when the Spaniards — 
from the ifland of Trinity, and the favages from 
St. Vincent’s, fell upon them, and cut them off to 
aman. After which it continued a defert, till the 
year 1664, when it was again fettled by other ~ 
Dutch adventurers, who, for the firft fourteen 
years, were exceeding fuccefsful, and had made it 
one of the moft flourifhing of the iflands: but, in 
the year 1678, they were totally expelled by the 
French, and their plantations entirely ruined ; and 
though it was reftored at the treaty of Nimeguen, 
_ yet the Dutch never after made any attempts to re- 
fettle it. After this, it came to be confidered as a 

| neutral 
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hettral ifland, between the French and Englihh, till 
it was adjudged to the latter by the laft treaty of 
peace. It is juft now beginning to be fettled, the 
land having been previoufly fold for the benefit of 
the public, by commiffioners appointed for that 
purpofe. Befides the commodities common to 
the Weft-Indian iflands, it is faid to furnifh the 
following, peculiar to itfelf: an excellent kind of 
faffafras, a fpecies of mace and nutmegs, and gum 
copal, in great quantities. It is likewife fuppoted 
to poffefs another advantage, of very great mo- 
ment; it lies out-of the tract of thofe hurricanes 
which are fo much dreaded in the other iflands. 

The ifland of St. Vincent is twenty-four miles 
in length, and half as much in breadth. The 
warmth of the climate is fo well tempered with the 
fea-breezes, that it is accounted extremely health- 
ful and agreeable, and on the mountains it is rather’ 
cool. The foil in general is extraordinary fertile, 
though the country is every where hilly, and in 
fome places mountainous. Amongft the hills 
there; are feveral pleafant vallies, and at the bottom 
of the mountains very large and extenfive plains. 
No ifland in the world is better watered than St. 
Vincent’s ; many rivulets taking their rife in the 
mountains, and fhaping their courfe from both 
fides into the fea. There are alfo feveral fine 
~ fprings at a fmall diftance from the fea, the flope 
to which is fo eafy and regular, that there are hard- 
ly any marfhes, or ftanding water, on the ifland, 
It has, however, one-difadvantage; is has no har- 
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bours, and but one good bay, called St. Antonio, 
which is deep and fandy, and where fhips may lie 
fately and commodioufly, The fugar-cane feems 
to be a native of this ifland, for it grows wild here. 
When the French were fettled here, they raifed no 
fugar at all, but every other commodity peculiar 
to the Weft-Indies ; by the help of which they car- 
ried on a confiderable trade with their other iflands. 
Since it has been in poffeffion of the Englifh, large 
fugat-works have been ereéted, and confiderable 
quantities imported, This ifland is at prefent much 
farther advanced in fettlement and cultivation than 
Tobago. It enjoys a. lieutenant- governor, and 
a council and affembly of its own. 

Dominica lies almoft exactly in the middle, be- 
tween the two principal French iflands, Martinico 
and Guadeloupe; lying eight leagues north-weft 
from the former, and at the fame diftance fouth- 
eaft from the latter, It is at leaft twenty-eight 
miles in length, and about half that in breadth s 
and being nearly of a reGtangular form, and not in- 
terfected by deep bays, contains more ground in 
proportion to its circumference than moft of the 
other jflands. It is thought by fome to be almoft 
twice as large as Barbadoes; and the French reckon 
it half as large as Martinico. ‘The climate is re- 
puted to be very wholefome, and it is watered by 
above thirty rivers, many of which are faid to be 
- navigable fome miles from the fea, the reft very 
commodious for plantations, and abounding in fifh. 
The country has a mountainous appearance, efpe- 
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‘cially towards the fea, but the declivities are com- 
monly gentle, fo that the cultivation is not difi- 
cult; and the foil being a deep black mould, of ex- 
ceeding fertility, it largely and fpeedily rewards the 
toils of the planter. In the interior part of the 
ifland ‘there are many rich and. fine vallies, and — 
feveral large and fpacious plains. 

It bears, in great plenty, all the woods which are 
common in the Weft-Indies ; and produces what 
are called ground provifions in great abundance, 
fuch as bananas, potatoes, and manoul, of which 

caffada ‘is made, which ferves as bread to the In- 
dine and negroes, and even to many of the Eu- 
-ropeans, ‘The pine apples of this ifland are faid 
to excel moft others in fize and Aavour. Wild 
_and tame hogs, as likewife all forts of fowls, are 
here extremely plentifal. Thére are, properly 
‘Tpeaking, no harbours in this ifland; but there is 
good and fafe anchorage all along the coait. There 
_is, befides, Rupert’s Bay, fo called from the fa- 
_mous prince Rupert’s anchoring. there, which is 

one of the lareeft, fafeft, and. miogt commodious i in 
the whole world, and capable of containing the 
whoie royal. navy of Great-Britain. In fact, our 
fleets deftined for the Weft-Indies generally come 
to anchor in this bay, for the fake of fupplying 
_ themfelves with wood and water, for which there are 
here excellent conveniencies. On the whole, this 
iland is.a moft important acquifition to Great-Bri- 
tain, whether we confider it on account of itfelf, or 
its fituation : the vaft quantities which, when fully 
bee “detec, 
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fettled, it will produce of fugar, rum, cotton, cof 
fee, and other valuable Weft-India commodities, 
and the manufactures and other goods which it will 
take in return, muft be a great improvement to the 
riches, trade, and navigation of the mother-coun- 
try. Then by its fituation, lying in the center of 
the French iflands, in cafe of a rupture with that 
people, it will be of infinite advantage to the Bri- 
tifh nation, by totally ftopping all intercourfe be- 
tween them, and greatly interrupting their com- 
merce with France. There are likewife faid to be 
tich mines of precious metals in the bowels of the 
mountains in thig #land; but, indeed, the moft va- 
luable mines are what are raifed on the furface of the 
ground, by the labourof hands. A free port, un- 
der certain reftri€tions, has,-about five years ago, 
been erected here by act of parliament. It was 
originally a member of the government of Gre- 
nada; but it has lately been made a feparate go- 
vernment, very judicioufly, in our opinion, both on 
account of its own importance, and its remote fitu- 
ation from all the other iflands in the Grenada dif- 
trict. 3 
Grenada, and the clufter of fmall iflands near it, 
called the Grenadines, is now, excepting Jamaica, 
by far the moft valuable colony which Great-Bri- 
tain poffeffes. It exports no lefs thantwenty thou- 
fand hogfheads of fugar, and a proportionable 
quantity of rum, efteemed to be the next in good- 
nefs to that made in Jamaica, and by many thought 
equal to it. Befides, it produces coffee and cotton 
We maret | 
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in greater abundance than all the reft of our iflands 
taken together; its produce in thefe two latter 
articles being efteemed equal 1 in value to one half 
of its igus! Hence, it is evident that its annual 
exports cannot amount to lefs than half a million 
fterling ; and when it is confidered, that this is 
paid for by the produce and manufa@tures of Great- 
Britain, and by negroe-flaves, the property of Bri- 
tifh merchants, it may be eafily conceived, what a 
mighty acteffion this new acquifition has made to 
the riches and trade of the mother-country. 

We fhall now give a defcription of this ifland, 
and the other fmaller ones adjacent to it. Gre- 
_ nada lies in 11 deg. 13 min. north latitude, being 
the fouthernmott of all the Antilles, and diftant on- 
ly thirty leagues from the Spanifh main. It is 
about thirty Englifh miles in length, and where 
broadeft about fixteen; but its breadth is unequal. 
It is computed to be twice as large as Barbadoes, 
and to contain in fugar-land more than one third 
of what is in Martinico ; but thefe are points which 
cannot be determined with any precifion. From. 
its fituation, the climate mutt be naturally very hot ; 
but, asinall the other {mall iflands, this heat is great- 
Jy tempered by a continual fea-breeze. Befides, its 
climate has fome advantages peculiar to itfelf; the 
dry and rainy feafons are remarkably regular in 
their periods, the blaft has not been Thicherta 
known in.the ifland, and, what is the happieft cir- 
cumftance of all, it lies out of the tract.of hurri- 
canes, which, with refpect to the fecurity of the fer- 
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tlements on fhore, and the fafety of the navigation, 
is an ineftimable benefit in this part of the world, 
There are very high mountains in Grenada ; but 
they are few in number. The reft of the country 
is divided into plains and gentle eminences, which 
are capable of cultivation to the very top. This 
ifland is extremely well watered, and, which is re- 
markable, its principal ftreams proceed from a large 
lake at the top of an high mountain, fituated in 
the center of the ifland, and flow down the fides of 
the mountain, in different directions, to the fea. 
Moft of the hills furnifh fmaller brooks ; and 
there are almoft every where very fine fprings near 
the fea. River and fea fifh, turtles, and wild 
fowl, are here in abundance. 
- But the principal excellence of Grenada con- 
fifts in its convenience for anchorage, and in 
its harbours. There is good anchoring ground 
all along the coaft, and on the eaft and weft 
feveral {mall bays and creeks, commodious for 
_ -veffels, and for landing and fhipping goods. But 
there are two of the fineft harbours in the world 
in Grenada. The firft of thefe lies at the fouth- 
eaft extremity of the ifland, and js divided in- 
to the outward and the inner port:-the entrance 
into the former is three quarters of a mile broad, 
but becomes gradually wider, and is above a mile 
extent within: the entrance into the inner port is 
about a quarter of a mile in breadth, and grows 
~ alfo wider as you advance further; it is, for the 
moft part, about feven fathom deep, and is excel- 
lent holding-ground, being every where a foft ouzy 
| bottom, 


oleae 


-warehoufes, and take in their loading with great, 
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bottom. The fhips here may lye alongfide of the 


eafe and convenience; after which they can, 
with very little trouble, be towed into the outer 
harbour, which enjoys this peculiar advantage, 
that thips can fail either in or out with the common 
trade wind. 

The other harbour is fituated at eP north-wett 
end of the ifland; and is a full quarter of a mile 
broad at the entrance, and fo capacious within, that 
it is capable of holding, in the utmoft fafety, a large 
fleet of line of battle hiss 3 

The Grenadilloes are a clufter of fmall dads, 
which lie between Grenada and St. Vincent, in a 
north-and-by-eaft direction. Their number is not 
well known, as many of them are little better than” 
rocks : however, there are faid to be twenty-three 
which are capable of cultivation, and of producing 
cotton, coffee, and indigo, fome fay fugar ; but 
that feems doubtful, as the cane is a very delicate 
plant, and requires a more diftant fituation from the 
fea than can befound in fuch fimall iflands. The chief 


of them ftill retains the Indian name of Couriacou. | 


It is of acircular form, and is about feven miles in 


length and breadth. Here is an excellent harbour. 


It is now tolerably well fettled ; its produce is coffee 


and cotton, and it fends three members to the affem- 


bly of Grenada. The ifland of Bequia is likewife 
reckoned among the Grenadilloes, though only 


two leagues fouthweft of St. Vincent. It is the 
largeft of them all, being above twelve leagues i in 


L ] 7  circume 
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circumference: it is likewife faid to be the moft 
fruitful, and to have a good port, in which the 
French vefiels navigating between Grenada and 
Martinico ufed to rake fhelter during the late war. 
Grenada, excepting Jamaica, is the only Weift- 
India colony which the Englith poffefs by the right 
of conqueft. - In Jamaica, the Spaniards, to a man, 
abandoned their fettlements. In Grenada it was 
quite otherwife ; by the treaty of peace, the French 
fettlers were allowed a certain time to confider 
whether they fhould retain their eftates, and be- 
come Britifh fubjects, or depart the ifland, and fell 
their éftates, provided it was to Britifh fubjects. 
Some have chofen the former, others the latter. 
Accordingly, purchafes have been made in the 
iflands of Grenada and Curiacou, to the amount 
of confiderably more than a million fterling ; and 
as near one half of- the ifland ftill remains in the 
hands of the French, and. as it may be eafily be- 
lieved, that what was fold was difpofed of at an 
under price, fome judgment may be formed of the 
immoenfe value of the whole. 
From the conqueft till the peace,. arid for fome 
time after, Grenada remained a military govern- 
ment, During all that time, the greateft har- 
mony fubfifted between the Englifhand the French, 
or, as they chufe to call themfelves, the New Sub- 
jects. But on its being made a civil government, 
and an affembly being called, difputes and diffen- 
tions arofe, in which, it muft be confeffed, a party 
among(it the old fubjects were the aggreffors. They 
difputed with the French their right of voting for 
members 
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members of the aflembly ; they branded them with 

the name of aliens, and made religion the pretence. 
This is certainly the firft time that ever a religious 
difpute was heard of in a Weft-India colony, where 
all men, from the nature of the lives they lead, and 
perhaps from that of the climate, feem to be alike 
ignorant of and indifferent about religion. In Gre- 
nada it would appear they are only ignorant. Butic. 
would be doing the Britifh fettlers “injattice to fay, 
they were unanimous in this attack upon their fel- 
~ Jow-fubjects the French ; onthe contrary, thofe of 

the greateft fortune and confideration amonefttthem - 
were their moft ftrenuous friends and advocates. 
But Mr. Melvill, the governor, was fuppofed to 
be at the bottom of it, which does not feern to be 
deftitute of foundation from what has pafied here, 
where this matter has been violently agitated in the 
public papers. The adminiftration, however, have 
been far from adopting the narrow and confined 
prejudices which have given rife to thofe animofi- 
ties; onthe contrary, two French fubjects have 
been permitted to take their feats in the council, 

and three in the aflembly, without being obliged - 
to fubfcribe to the teft, which, upon the Files 18 
certainly a prudent and healing meafure. At all | 
events, it is undoubtedly of the utmoft importance 
(both for the well-being of the colony itfelf, and 
the confequence it may be attended with in cafe of © 
a future war) that fome mode of adminiftration 
_fhould be laid down and fteadily purfued, which 
may unite and cenfolidate together both the na- 
tions 
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tions inhabiting thofe iflands as firmly and {peedily 
as poflible. 


B.EOR MU D°'A S. 
Ty HE only two infular governments belong- 


ing to Britain that remain undefcribed, are 
thofe of Bermudas and the Bahama iflands. We 
fhall begin with the former. 

The Bermudas are a ciufter of fmall smal 3 in 
the 32d deg. of north latitude, and 67th of weft 
longitude. They are above two hundred leagues 
from any land whatioever, and le in the midft of 
a vait tempeituous ocean, as plainly appears from 
the innumerable holes and cavitics, which the 
waves, beating upon the rocks with which they are 
furrounded, have cut intothem. The American: 
navigators never pafs between the Bermudas and 
Cape Hatteras, which is in 35 deg. of north 
latitude, without terror. They call them the horfe 
latitudes, becaute, on account of the violent gales 
of wind they meet in traverfing them, they are fre 
quently obliged to throw the horfes. overboard, 
which they are carrying to the Weft-India iflands, 
and to the Dutch fettlements at Surinam. 

Thefe iflands are faid to be in number four hun- 
dred but by far the greater number are uninha- 
Bites rocks, and hare: which are inhabited do not 

contain. 
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contain above twenty thoufand acres. The prin- 
cipal ifland is called St. George, and is in length — 
fixteen miles, and in breadth three, where broadeft. 
Though by nature extremely well fortified, the in- 
habitants have taken the precaution to ftrengthen it 
farther, by erecting fortifications at the moft ac- 
ceffible places. The Englifh fetilers here areabout 
ten thoufand: but there are many of the natives 
difperfed in the continent and iflands, in the cha- 
racter of traders and feamen; for being extremely 
prolific, and their iflands fupplying but few ma- 
terials for commerce, and none for manufactures, 
both ambition and neceflity oblige them to goelfe- 
where to feek their fortunes. They are perhaps as 
handfome and well-looking a people, both men and 
women, as any in the world, owing to the tempe- 
rance of their living and the excellence of their 
climate, and are extremely kind and hofpitable to 
thofe few ftrangers who come amongift them. The 
negroe-flaves upon thefe iflands are not fo many in 
proportion as on the others, and being almoft all 
born there, as well as better ufed than is cuftomary 
elfewhere, they are in general as ferviceable and jn- 
| telligent as white fie 
The principal aad moft profitable employment 
of thefe iflanders, is building floops, and {mall bri. 
gantines and fnows, of an excellent and moft dura- 
ble cedar wood, which they had once erowing 
among them in vaft plenty ; but from the great 
confumption, it is now faid to be on the decreafe. 
Jt is incorruptible, an: never touched by the 
wOlnisg A 
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worms: veffels built of it run for a long time, per- 
haps fix or feven years, without requiring the 
leaft repair, not even calking. They are of a pe- 
culiar conftruction, and all of them very faft failors, 
and on that account in great requeft amongft all 
nations, efpecially in time of war, for privateers. 
A {mall floop, not much above one hundred tons, 

has been known to fetch twelve hundred pounds. 
There are quarries of a foft white ftone, which, 

however, hardens afterwards in the air, much in the 
nature of Bath ftone, of which they carry cargoes 
to the continent, and this feems to be, properly 
fpeaking, the only produce they have. They had 
once a Pani mature of a particular kind of chip 
hats, which were, for a time, in great, requett 
-amonegft the iadies in England ; Le the fafhion 
ceafing, the manufacture ceafed alfo. The iflands 
of Bermudas abound in great variety of wild-fowl], 

efpecially of the aquatic kind. Their founds, and 
furrounding feas, are well ftored with fith, and the 
Bermudians are moft dextrous fifhermen, efpeciall y 
with the harpoon. They are {aid to truft fo much 
in this dexterity, as frequently to go to fea very 
flenderly ftored with provifions, expecting to catch 
fufficient during the voyage, and they are never 
known to be difappointed. There are a great 
many whales about thefe iflands, many of the fper- 
maceti kind, and they are not unfrequently driven 
afhore. An incident of this nature afforded a 
fubje&t for an excellent poem, by the polite and 
elegant Waller, the firft great refiner of Englifh 


poetry. 


IN AMERICA, 624 
poetry. The inhabitants once attempted a whale 
fifhery ; but it did not meet with fuccefs. Am- 
bergreafe, that drug of fuch immenfe value, but 
whofe compofition is fo utterly unknown, is fome- 
times met with among the rocks, in lumps of acon- 
fiderable bignefs. Three feamen, who were by fome 
accident left afhore on thefe iflands before they were 
fettled, found, in the courfe of their rambles among 
the rocks, a lump of that commodity, weighing 
above eighty pounds, with feveral other pieces of a 

fimaller fize. 7 

~ Mulberry-trees thrive extremely well in the Ber- 
mudas; and, confidering their populoufnefs, it 
might be expected, that raw filk could be made a 
confiderable article of produce, for the main ob-— 
ftruction to the raifing of that commodity in the 
continent, is the dearnets of labour and the fcarcity 
of hands. Some authors- propofe attempting to 
raife cochineal here ; but this appears to bea pro- 
ject which has no probability of fucceeding. A 
much more feafible {cheme, in our opinion, would © 
be the culture of vines, for which both the climate 
and foil feem admirably calculated ; and they could 
not fail of a conftant market for them in the neigh- 
bouring continent. 

Wheres is one capital town here, called St, George, 
after the name of the principal ifland, in a aa it 
ftands. Itis one of the fineft towns in our planta- 
tions, containing above a thoufand houfes, built of _ 
a beautiful white free-ftone, peculiar to thefe 
iflands. It is, befides, extremely ftrong, both by 

nature» 
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nature and art. The harbour, before which ié 
ftands, is inacceffible to ftrangers, without the af- 
 fiftance of pilots, and is at all times extremely 
dangerous : it is, befides, defended by feven forts, 
upon which feventy great guns are mounted, all 
which could be brought to bear upon any veffel 
which fhould attempt to force an entrance. 

There have been difputes about the origin of the 
name of thefe iflands; fome alledging, that they 
are called Bermudas from the great quantity of 
black hogs found upon them, for it feems that is 
the Spanifh name for thofe animals, But itis more | 
probable that they were called fo from one John 
Bermudas, a Spaniard, fhipwrecked upon them. 
They are alfo called the Summer Iflands, from an 
accident of the fame nature, which happened to Sir 


_ George Summer, one of the firft fettlers of Vir- 


--ginia. It was owing to this that they were firft 
fettled by the Englith. , The Virginia company 
hearing a favourable report of the foil and tempe- 
ratute of the air, and indeed they are faid to be the 
pleafanteft and healthieft {pot on the face of the 
earth, fent a colony thither, which in a short time. 
throve exceedingly. They now conftitute a dif- 
tinct royal government ; the governor and council 


being appointed by the crown, and the affembly 
chofen by the people. . 


A | | une 
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The BAHAMA or LUCAYO ISLANDS. 


HESE iflands were the firft land difcover- 
ed by Columbus. They were at that time 
very populous, and the inhabitants were a moft : 
innocent and harmlefs race of men; but they... 
were all, in a few years after the difcovery, 
butchered and totally extirpated by the mer- 
cilefs Spaniards, who feem to have had no 
other incitement to that aét of barbarity but a 
cruel difpofition, and an innate thirft for human 
blood; for the Spaniards never attempted any fet- 
tlement upon them, as they did not produce the | 
precious metals ; but, after having depopulated, 
left them to be occupied by the firft Europeans 
who fhould think it worth while to form an efta- 
blifhment there. Thefe were the Englifh: King 
‘Charles IL. granted them to the proprietors of Ca- 
rolina, who fent out feveral governors, and built 
the town of Naffau, on the ifland of New Provi- 
dence, which is the feat of government. They were 
more than once expelled by the French and Spani- 
ards, and the fettlement was entirely diflodged in 
the year 1708, and continued in a depopulated con- 
dition, entirely neglected .by the Britifh govern- 
ment, till 1718, when meafures were taken to re- 
fettle thefe ilands, upon the following occafion : 
After the peace of Utrecht, great numbers of {fea- 
men, either thrown out of employment or loath to 
difcontinue the privateering life, fo nearly allied to 
the piratical, which they had been accuftomed to 
: during 


\ 


£8 BRITISH EMPIRE 


during the war, commenced pirates, and boldly de- 
clared war againft allmankind. They reigned for 
fome years in the American and Weft-Indian feas, 
and they took a great many fhips from all nations. 
The harbour of Providence, which they fortified, 
and where they built huts or houfes, was their 
principal rendezvous; and they grew to fuch a 
height as at laft to attract the notice of govern 
ment. Captain Woodes Rogers, the famous cir- 
cum-navigator, was fent out at the time above- 
mentioned, with a commiffion to be governor, with 
three men of war, and orders to diflodge them. 
This he effected with little oppofition ; and on his 
publifhing a proclamation promifing a pardon and 
indemnity, moft of the pirates came in and fub- 
mitted. Their pofterity continue there to this day, 
and feem ftill to retain fome of the habits of their 
anceftors. During the time of war, their great 
and favourite occupation is privateering, in which 
_they are not over- {crupulous, either in feizing neu- 
“tral veffels, or getting them condemned HS 
wards. ‘In time of peace, many of them follow 
wrecking as a bufinefs, fitting out fmall veffels to 
- look for fhips which have been’caft away on the 
‘Florida fhore, or on the fhoals and keys of the Ba- 


* hama bank. They fometimes meet with very rich 
- prizes; and itis alledged, how truly we cannot 


fay, that they will fometimes decoy thofe whom 
they perceive to be ftrangers, into places where 


they are pe and Paes them after- 


wards. 
Ever 
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Ever fince the government of captain Rogers, 

the Bahama iflands have continued to be the ac- 
Kknowledged property, and have remained in the 
_ poffeffion of the Englifh, They lie to the north- 
ward of Cuba, and eaft and fouth-eaft of Eaft- 
Florida, between the 21{t and 28th deg. of north 
latitude, and the 7ift and 82d of weft longitude. 
Their number is very uncertain, amounting, with- 
out doubt, to fome hundreds; but by far the 
ereateft part are {mall rocks and keys, that is, lit- 
tle hillocks, juft emerging out of the water. Some, 
however, are of a very confiderable bignefs. The 
principal are, firft, the ifland of Bahama, from 
which the reft take their general name, which lies 
in 26 deg. 45 min. latitude, and is diftant from the 
peninfula of Florida about twenty leagues. It ts 
in length about fifty miles, and where broadeft fix- 
teen, It enjoys a temperate air, and is reported to_ 
be a very fruitful and pleafant country ; but it is 
uninhabited. The next is Lucayo, which has alfo 
given its name to thefe iflands: this, as well as 
Andros and Long-Ifland, runs out much more in 
length than breadth: They are all narrow flips, 
and five or fix times longer than broad. But the 
moft eligible of all thofe iflands for a fettlement, is 
that of Exuma ; not only on account of the fertili- . 
ty of the foil and temperature of the climate, but 
the excellence of the harbour, or as it is commonly 
called, the found, which is capable of containing 
the whole navy of England in fafety. A planta- 
tion was attempted on this ifland before the late 
You. ll. M m war } 
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war; but was afterwards deferted, out of appré4 
henfion of the enemies privateers. 

There are only three of tnefe iflands fettled, and 
thofe neither the largeft nor the moft fertile; Pro- 
vidence, already mentioned, Harbour-Ifand, and 
Eleuthera. They are all, however, remarkably 
healthful ; it being no uncommon thing to fee per- 
fons, efpecially in Kleuthera, aged above an hun- 
dred years. The foil of Providence is hard, dry, 
and rocky ; it does not feem capable of rearing any 
produce except cotton, which has been lately at- 
tempted with a tolerable profpect of fuccefs. 
There grow great plenty ‘of limes in Providence ; 
and ao tHE as this article may feem, it con- 
ftitutes the chief part of their exportation to North- 
America. They alfo carry thither pine-apples, 
which are moftly raifed in Harbour-Ifland and 
Eleuthera. Green turtle, in great numbers, are 

catched on the Bahama banks, the greater part of 
which are now brought to London. They cut 
dying woods, lignum vite, and an inferior fort of 
mahogony, on their own iflands and the Florida 
__ keys, of which their chief returns to England con- 

~fift. In fhort, this eftablifhment is at prefent of 
little confequence, except on account of its fitua- 
tion in time of war; but were all the beft iflands 
to be once fully fettled by induftrious inhabitants, 
as they are capable of producing cotton, indigo, 
and fugar, they would foon become of very great 
confequence to the mother-country. 


Of 
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Of the ManuracTuRE of SUGAR, 


| if T will appear from this account we have given 
of the trade and commerce of America and the 
Weft-India iflands, that all their imports intoGreat- 
Britain, as well as other parts of the world, or their 
returns for the manufactures received from thence, 
confift of fimple unmanufactured produce, except 
the three following articles, rum, fugar, and indi- 
go. We fhall therefore fay fomething of the man- 
ner in' which the two latter are prepared for the 
European market; for the firft, being by the com- 
mon procefs of diftillation, is already fufficiently 
underitood, | 

The beft fituation for a fugar plantation is on 
the banks of a navigable ftream, for the convenience 
of water, both for the mills and carriage. A fitua- 
tion near the fea, on the windward part of an 
ifland, is not eligible; for the cane is a tender 
plant, and liable to be blafted: therefore, it is 
evident, that very fmall iflands, however fertile 
their foil, are not proper for fugar plantations. 
After the {pot is pitched upon, it muft be cleared 
of all the wood, the roots grubbed up, and then di- 
ligentiy hoed. ‘Then, in the planting feafon, which 
is the month of Auguft, fmall trenches are dug in 

the ground, about half a foot deep, and at prope 
diftances, In each of thefe a cane is laid, length- 
wife, and then covered with earth. Ina fhort time, 
a young cane fprouts up from every joint of the 
0 1 ie Se buried 
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buried plant, and becomes tall and vigorous in 
about a fortnight; it, however, requires to ftand 
fixteen months before it is ready for cutting. Cane 
grounds, for the fake of difpatch and faving time, 
are generally divided into three parts: one is of 
the canes that are to be cut in the approaching fea- 
fon, the other is of the canes that are new planted, 
and the third of fallow ground, and preparing to be 
planted. By this means, there are annual crops 3 
but in fome places, where the ground is fertile or 
newly broken up, the fame roots fupply three or 
four fucceffive cuttings. The tops of the canes, and 
the leaves, are excellent fodder for the cattle; and 
the refufe, after the juice is preffed out, ferves for 
the purpofe of firing. e 
The canes being cut, which is done near the 
root with a billet, are tied into bundles, and car- 
ried to the mill, which is either worked with water, 
wind, or cattle. By means of the wheel, three 
ereat cylinders, or rollers plated with iron and fet 
perpendicular, are fet in motion. The middle 
roller moves the fide ones, each 1n an oppofite di- 
rection, The canes are firft put in between the 
middle and one of the fide rollers, and fqueezed 
through, where they are received, and again thruft 
in between the middle and the other roller, and 
again fqueezed through in an oppofite direction. 
The juice thus obtained, runs through a hole into 
a vat, placed under the rollers for its reception ; 
from whence it is conveyed by pipes into a great 
refervoir, where, however, it is not fuffered to ftand - 
| long, 
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long, for fear of turning four, but is by other pipes 
conveyed into a large cauldron, where it is boiled 
until no more fcum rifes; from this it is fuccef- 
fively conveyed through five or fix boilers more, 
all which gradually diminifh in fize, till it comes 
to the Jaft, when, being now greatly reduced in 
quantity, it becomes of a very thick and clammy 
confiftence ; and now, to procure’the granula- 
tion, fome lime water is poured in, which occafions 
avery violent fermentation, which, when it has 
continued a fufficient time, i8 made all at once to 
fubfide, by throwing in a fmall bit of butter. It is 
now taken aut, and placed in a cooler, where it 
dries, granulates, and becomes fit for being placed 
in the pots, which is the laft part of the operation. 
The pots are conical, or fhaped like a fugar-loaf ; 
there is a hole at the point, which muft be confi- 
dered as the bottom, over which a ftrainer is put. 
The fugar now purges itfelf of its remaining im- 
purity ; the molafles, or treacly part, drains thro’ 
the aperture into veflels placed for its reception. 
It is now called mufcavado fugar, is of a yellowifh 
brown colour, and in that condition is commonly 
put into the hogfheads, and fhipped off. But when 
a greater degree of finenefs is wanted, and a far- 
ther purgation of the fugar from the molaffes, the 
- pots juft mentioned are covered with a fort of white 
clay, like that ufed in making tobacco-pipes, di- 
Juted with water.. This penetrates the fugar, and 
uniting with the molafles, and carrying them off 
with it, leaves the fugar of a whitith colour, but 


Mm 3 whiteft 


534 BRIE TTSHs: BM PPE 


whiteft at top. They are now called clayed fugars; 
and though this operation is fometimes repeated 
three or four times, by which, at every time, the. 
fugar is diminifhed in quantity but increafed in va- 
lue, it fill goes under that name; refining fugar 
being in a manner prohibited in the iflands, by the 
impofition of an heavy duty of fixteen fhillings 
the hundred weight. 

Of the molaffes rum is made, and fometimes of 
the juice of thofe poor canes which will not produce 
fugar. It is computed, that when sce are well 
managed, thé rum and molafies defray the annual 
expence of the plantation, and that all the fugars are 
clear gain. A compleat fugar-work, with land i in 
proportion, and from two hufidebe and fifty to three 
hundred flaves, may manufacture about five hun- 
dred hogfheads of fugar, producing, one with ano- 
ther, and clear of all charges, fourteen -or fifteen 
pounds fterling each. From whence the immenfe 
profits of a fugar-plantation, though the expences 
at the firft fetting out muft be great; may be eafily 
conceived, 


duggeosenquesaaooaoages 
Of the MANUFACTURE of INDIGO, 


mS HiERE is no commodity from which a 
planter, with a fmall capital, raifes fo great 
a profit as from the culture and manufacture of in- 
digo. This dye ufed to be eee in gteat quan- 


tities 
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tities in our Weft-India iflands ; but it has been of 
late greatly neglected there, and the preference 
given to fugar. South-Carolina and Georgia are 
the two colonies where its culture is moft attended. 
to, and where it is raifed in the greateft quantities, 
The plant, or rather weed, from which this dye 
is made, when young, is hardly to be diftinguiihed 
from lucerne-grafs; but, when come to maturity, 
has much the appearance of fern. It generally 
grows to the height of about two feet, the leaves 
round, of a green colour, inclining towards brown - 
on the upper fide of the leaf, filver coloured under- : 
_ neath, and pretty thick ; the flowers are almoft like 
thofe of peafe, and of a reddifh colour, from 
whence proceed long crooked pods, refembling a 
fickle, which contains a little feed in them like 
radifh feed, of an olive colour. The manner of 
planting it is as follows: the ground fet apart for 
that being firft diligently cleared of all other vege- 
tables, holes are made in it about a foot diftance 
from each other, in every one of which ten or — 
twelve feeds are thrown, and then lightly covered 
with earth. In three or four days, efpecially if 
there has been rain, the plant will appear; and in 
fix weeks, or two months, be ready for cutting, 
and making indigo, The time of fowing is com- 
“monly after the firft rains which fucceed the vernal 
equinox ; confequently the firft cutting, for there 
are fometimes three, muft be about the ibevinalie 3 
of July ; the fecond is towards the end of Auputt, 
and at Michaelmas, if the feafon has been fayoura- 
Mm 4 : ble, 
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ble, the third and laft cutting is obtained. Durs 


Ing all this time the plantation muft be attended 
with the utmoft care ; the land mutt be weeded 
every day, and the plants carefully cleanfed from 
the worms. Toa plantation of fifty acres about 
twenty-five negroes are allotted. Every acre, if 
the land be very good, produces fixty or feventy 
pounds weight of indigo; the medium is com- 
puted at fifty. When the plant begins to blofiom 
it ought to be cut, after which, and in carrying it | 
to the place where it is manufactured, great care 
mutt be taken to prefs or fhake the leaves as little 
as poffible ; for much of the beauty and value of 
the indigo depends on the fine farina or meal which 
acheres to them. 

Indigo works, though lan are not very ex- 
penfive ; the whole confifting of a pump and vats 
or tubs of cyprefs wood. The firft- vat is called 
the fteeper, which is from twelve to fourteen feet 
fqQuare, and about four feet deep. In this the 
indigo weed is laid to the height of fourteen inches ; 
and in about twelve or fixteen hours, according to 
the heat or coolnefs of the weather, after the water 
has been let into the vat, it begins to ferment, 


_ {well, rife, and grow fenfibly warm; upon this 


{pars of wood are laid acrofs to prevent its rifing 
too much. When it is judged that the fermenta- 
tion has attained its due pitch, and is beginning to 
abate by its falling below a certain mark, placed 


on purpofe on the fide of the vat, the liquor is 
~, qnade to run off by a cock into another vat, called 


the 
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the beater. The grofs matter remaining in the 
ficeper is ufed for manuring the ground, and new 
cuttings are put in as long as the harveft con- 
tinués. 

The liquor now in the fecond vat being ree’ 
impregnated with the particles of indigo, next un- 
dergoes the operation of what is called the beating, 
which is performed with a fort of bottomlefs 
buckets, having long handles: with thefe, for the 
fpace of twenty, thirty, or thirty-five minutes, ac- 
cording to the temperature of the air, this liquor is 
continually and ftrongly wrought and agitated till 
it heats, froths, ferments, and rifes above the rim of 
the veffel containing it. Should the fermentation 
be too violent it is inftantly allayed by throwing 
in a {mall quantity of oil. By this means a fimall 
muddy grain begins to be formed ; for the falts, 
and other parts of the plant, now incorpora- 
ed with, and diffolved in the water, are fepa- 
rated from it, anda granulation enfues. Whenit 
is fufficiently beaten, of which a judgment is 
formed by taking up fome of it, and viewing it in 
_a gilafs, in order to haften the granulation, a certain 
quantity of lime water is let: in from an adjacent 
veffel, the workmen gently ftirring it all the time. 
The liquor now affumes a purplifh colour, and 
the whole becomes turbid and muddy ; it is then 
fuffered to fettle, and the clear water is gradually 
drained off, till nothing remains at bottom but a 
thick mud, which is put into bags of coarfe li- 
hen. Thefe are hung up, and left hanging till all 


the | 
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the moifture is entirely drained off. To finith the 
drying, this mud is turned out of the bags, and 
worked upon boards of fome porous timber, with 
a wooden fpatula; with the fame view it is fre-~ 
quently expofed to the morning and evening fun, 
though for a fhort time only. The laft operation 
iS the curing, which is performed by cutting it into 
little fquare pieces, and putting it into boxes and 
frames, where it is again expofed to the fun in the 
fame cautious manner, After indigo is ready for 
the market there are two ways of proving its good- 
nefs ; the firft is by throwing it into water; if it 
finks, it is worth little, and the heavier the worfe; 
if it {wims it is good ; if it diffolves entirely it is 
likewife good. The fecond is by fire ; if it con- 
fumes entirely away, it is good, for the adulterati- 
ons remain untouched. 

There are three forts of Indigo cultivated in 
Carolina and Georgia, which owe their difference 
tothe nature of the feed. The firft is the French, or 
Hifpaniola indigo, which {triking a long tap roof, 
requires a deep rich foil, and is therefore but little 
cultivated in the maritime parts, which are gene- 
rally fandy. The fecend is the falfe guatimala, or 
true Bahama; and the third is the indigenous in- 
digo, a native of the country. Both thefe are con- 
tent with any foil; and for eafinefs of the culture, 
and quantity of the produce, though not for the 
quality of the dye, an{wer the purpofes of the 
planter better. 
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-'Tuoucuts on the SLAvE-TRapE, and the 
Number and Management of Negroes in 
the Plantations. 


iL L the field-work in the Weft-Indies, and 
“in Virginia, and the colonies to the fouth- 
eae except in fome of the back fettlements, is 
peri pee by negroes, brought from the coaft of 
Africa, or born of thofe a have originally come 
from thence. This trade is carried on by fhips 
fitted out and furnified with proper cargoes at the 
ports of London, Eriftol, or Liverpool. They 
repair to the African coaft, and having got on board 
their intended number, or nearly fo of Blacks, who 
are generally prifoners taken in the wars, which 
the petty nations on that coaft carry on amoneft 
one another for that very purpofe, they fail to the 
Weft-Indies, or to the fouthern continental colo- 
nies, where the flaves are either configned to the 
correfpondents of the Britifh merchants, or dif- 
pofed of by the mafters of the refpective fhips, 
which then return to Britain, loaded with the 
produce of the colonies where they have left their 
cargoes. 

This is the manner in which this famous com- 
merce is managed, to which there are innumera- 
ble objections on the fide of humanity, and which 
indeed can only be juftified by neceffity ; but which 
muft ever continue as long as men prefer their in- 
fereft to all other confiderations. 

The 
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The foundation of this trade lies in the want of 
hands to cultivate the fouthern plantations, the 
unfitnefs of Europeans for that purpofe, and, 
Jaftly, in the barbarifm of thofe nations where the 
flaves are procured.. Hence it appears that this 
trade, agaioft which many well-meaning men have 
fo loudly exclaimed, whilft there are civilized 
nations who want flaves, and whilft there are bar- 
_barians who will fell them, muft ever remain. 
Should thofe regions which now fupply America 
with that fpecies of commodity, as it may be 
called, ever come to be inhabited by a wile, civi- 
lized, and well policied people, this commerce 
would, no doubt, from that era be at an end; 
and our adventurers in that bufinefs would 
be conftrained to feek out fome other quarter of 
the world inhabited by uncultivated nations, This 
has ever been the cafe. The Greeks and Romans 
were fupplied with the greateft number of their 
flaves from Thrace, and other barbarous countries 
in Europe, Afia, and Africa. 

Slavery is a very ancient inftitution, coeval with 
our knowledge of human affairs. The laws relat- 
ing to it conftituted a great part of the Roman 
code. Thefe were originally exceffively fevere, 
but were afterwards mollified by the emperors. 
‘The behaviour of the ancients to their flaves was 
Iiikewife extremely cruel, and quite in the fpirit of 
their laws.- By degrees, however, as the minds of 
men grew more humanized, and as the old fero- 
city of manners began to abate, flavery was infen- 
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Ably abolifhed among all the European Chriftian | 
nations, except the Poles and Ruffians, But the 
nature, fituation, and climate of their American 
fettlements revived it amongft them in thofe coun- 
tries. It is a neceffary but unfortunate circum- 
ftance. Neceffary, becaufe fuch is the nature of 
the climate, and of the labour to be performed, 
that no European conftitution is able to undergo it, 
er at leaft to perform fo much as to be any fort of 
equivalent to the expence. By the original fettle- 
ment of the colony of Georgia, negroe- tare were 
totally excluded from it; but a very fhort experience 
made it appear, that this was an impracticable mea- 
fure; that inftitution was obliged to be repealed, 
and blacks are now as numerous there as in any 
other of the colonies, It is certain that Africans, 
cr their defcendants, are better able to fupport 
fevere labour in hot countries than any of European 
blood. But it is an unfortunate circumftance, be- 
caufe no inititution is fo apt as flavery to extirpate 
the milder and more amiable virtues of compaffion 
and humanity, and to render men cruel, hard- 
hearted, and remorfelefs. Men who are furround- 
ed with great numbers of their fellow-creatures, 
who are: iste own abfolute property, come {con to 
confider them in the light of animals and beafts of 
burthen, and by degrees extend that confideration 
to all the reft of the fpecies. A remarkable in- 
ftance of this in South-Carolina we have heard 
well attefted. The moft laborious drudgery in 
that colony is clearing the rice ot its hufk. This 
is 
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is now generally performed by machines; but 
formerly it was done by the hand-labour of the 
flaves, who ufed for that purpofe a wooden trough, 
in which the rice is put, and then beat it with a 
mallet, much of the fame nature with that ufed by 
paviors. An eminent planter in that colony, when- 
ever there happened a fudden demand for rice, ufed 
commonly to deftroy five or fix of his flaves in a 
feafon, by over-tafking them at that drudgery, 
and coolly juftified this fhocking barbarity, by al- 
ledging, that be found the extraordinary profit he 
made by this means of his rice, more than com- 
penfated the value of the flaves he loft. We are 
afraid that fuch barbarians are too often to be met 

with in all our colonies, 
It is certain that the treatment of the negroes in 
our plantations is very hard and fevere ; and the 
punifhment inflicted upon them for faults and neg- 
leéts very cruel and inadequate. In capital cafes it 
‘is generally attended with torture: they are often 
burnt; frequently hanged up alive, in which fitua- 
tion they are generally eight or nine days a dying. 
This, befides the natural inhumanity of thofe who 
have been long converfant among the flaves, is 
likewife owing to the vaft difproportion of num- 
bers between the whites and the blacks, which 
obliges the former to obferve the latter with a 
ftri¢ter eye, and to chaftife them with a feverer 
hand. This is moft evidently proved from the 
very. different treatment which negro flaves ex- 
| oa  ~perience 
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"perience in the northern provinces from what they 

meet with in the fouthern, andsin the Welt-indies. 

In the former, namely, Penfylvania, the Jerfeys, 

“New-York, New-England, and Nova-Scotia, 

where their numbers are but fmall, compared 

with the whites, and where the wealth of their 

mafters does not confift in them, they are treated 

much in the fame manner as if they were whites 3: 
they are neither punifhed more feverely, nor 

obliged to labour harder. It muft be confefied it _ 
will ever be impracticable to treat them in the fame 

manner inthe fouthern colonies and iflands. The 

nature of things will not permit it, but ftill a mea- 

fure is to be obferved. 

Another bad confequence of the fevere treat= 
ment and hard labour thefe poor creatures undergo 
is, the prodigious annual decreafe of their num- 
bers, ‘which is fo great that in the ifland of Bar- 
badoes, where there are computed to be about 
feventy-five thoufand blacks, an annual impor- 
tation of no lefs than five thoufand is required 
barely-to keep up the flock. A circumftance 
which is perfectly amazing, efpecially when we 
confider the difproportion between the blacks and 
whites is not fo great as the other iflands ; and 
confequently it may be fuppofed the treatment the 
former meet with is not fo rigid; and likewife thae 
Barbadoes is a very healthy climate, quite friendly 
to their conftitutions, as much at leaft as their na- 
tive country, where they are fo wonderfully pro- . 

life 
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lific that, notwithftanding the immenfe drains ariz 
nually made by the flave-trade, and the loffes oc- 
cafioned by their perpetual wars, their numbers — 
have not fenfibly decreafed. If fuch be the yearly 
excefs of deaths above births in Barbadoes, it 
mutt at leaft be proportionable in the other iflands, 
from whence the fum of the whole may be ealily 
computed. That it is folely occafioned by the 
feverity of their mafters, is evident from the 
following circumftance. There are fome excepti- 
ons to this habitual feverity of planters, and thofe 
who are fo, find their advantages in it; for inftead 
of being obliged to purchafe fupplies of new ne- 
groes to keep up their ftock, they are known to 
turn out into their fields an additional number of 
working hands every year, born and bred upon 
their, own eftates. Thefe inftances are, however, 
at prefent fo extremely rare, that it is to be feared 
they can never ferve as an example, | 

But it is of the higheft importance both to the 
interefts of humanity, and what will be more 
attended to by fome, to thofe of commerce, that 
a ftop fhould be put to this daily wafte and de- 
ftruction of the human fpecies, efpecially when 
the means of doing.it, which have been already 
pointed out, are fo eafy and agreeable. But when 
men have once got into a certain tract, or bias, 
they are not eafily driven out of it. For that 
purpofe, fome force or change of circumftances 
are often neceflary. Were the laws now fubfift. | 
ing which oblige every planter to have a certain. 


pro- 
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proportion of white fervants to his negroe flaves; 
to be ftrictly enforced it would be sieented with 
many good confequences. But, perhaps, the 
moft effectual meafure would be to lay a pretty 
heavy duty per head upon all new negroes im- 
perted from Africa for the ule of the plantati- 
ons; we do not mean fuch a duty as would 
-amount to a prohibition, but only fuch as would 
make the planter perceive it was for his intereft 
tather to breed from his prefent ftock of old 
“negroes, than to keep up that ftock by a con- 
ftant purchafe of new ones. Were this meafure 
_ to take place, and to be purfued to its full extent 
and effeéts, it would not be in the leaft detri- 
mental to commerce, or to the confumption of 
our manufactures, as fome at firft view might 
be apt to imagine. It is true, it might fome- 
what leffen the number of fhipping now eme- 
ployed in the flaving-trade ; but this would be 
more than compenfated by a greater confumption 
of our manufactures. For the number of flaveg 
continuing by fuppofition {till the fame, and thofe 
being all or at leaft for the moft part creolians or 
natives, and confequently as is the cafe nowy 
more valuable and induftrious; both the habits of © 
the flaves and the intereft of the planters would 
require them to be better cloathed ;. all which is 
done from our manufactures. It is a.wife dif- 
penfation of Providence, that a courfe* of virtues 
humanity, and benevolence, as it is moft agree- 
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able to human nature, fo in the matter of tem- 
poral concerns, it is likewife moft profitable and 
advantageous. To induce one man, or fet of 
men, to excel others in virtue, nothing is re- 
quired but the poffeffing more enlightened under- 
itandings. 
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